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Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Whitman Asks Stender to Denounce
Gov. Corzine’s Toll-Increase Plan

PEAPACK — Kate Whitman, Re-
publican candidate for the 7th Con-
gressional District,  last week called
for Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22),
Democratic candidate for the 7th Con-
gressional District, to denounce Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s toll-increase plan.

Ms. Whitman said, “Last month, I
signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge, promising to put taxpayers
first and vote against all higher taxes.
The Governor’s toll-increase plan is
plain wrong. It is a ‘user tax’ that New
Jersey’s hard-working taxpayers
shouldn’t be forced to pay.”

“Linda Stender is the vice chair-
man of the Transportation and Public
Works Committee in the Assembly,
and the taxpayers deserve to know if
she favors forcing taxpayers to pay
for her and the Governor’s fiscal mis-
management over the years. Linda

Stender has been on the public pay-
roll for over 19 years, the last six in
the State Assembly, and New Jersey
government has only gotten worse.
Maybe if she spent less time cam-
paigning for Congress and raising
liberal special-interest money, and
more time doing the job taxpayers are
paying her to do, she could find a
solution to ease the tax burden on
taxpayers, not increase it.”

“We do not need any more career
politicians in Washington, D.C. As a
small-business owner with proven
experience in the real world and pub-
lic service, I know the answer to fix-
ing Washington, D.C., is to rein in
wasteful spending. I am confident I
will get the job done because the only
special interest I will answer to will
be the taxpayers of the 7th Congres-
sional District.”
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Richard Rowe Receives
US Army Commission

DISTINCTION...Lt. Richard Rowe, a 2001 WHS alumnus,  poses at U.S. Army Fort
Benning, Ga., after graduating from officer’s candidate school with distinction.

GEORGIA — Richard Robert
Rowe, a Westfield native, graduated
with distinction from officer’s candi-
date school and received a commis-
sion as a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army at a recent ceremony at Ft.
Benning, Ga.

Lt. Rowe graduated from Westfield
High School in 2001, being recog-
nized for academic distinction, social
studies, Italian, National Merit Letter
of Commendation, Union County
Scholar Athlete, Edward Blaustein
Distinguished Scholar, Westfield
Booster Scholarship, Col. Henry
Bayard McCoy Academic Scholar-
ship, Secretary General of the Model
United Nation and National Honor
Society.

He attended Georgetown Univer-
sity, graduating with a Bachelor of
Science degree in foreign service,
magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
and Phi Alpha Theta. His undergradu-
ate major was international politics
with a minor in Islam and Muslim-
Christian Understanding. His honor’s
thesis was “Explaining Ugandan In-
volvement in the Rwanda Civil War.”

Lt. Rowe continued his graduate
work at Georgetown and received a
Master of Arts in securities studies

and wrote his thesis entitled “Reac-
tion to International Sanctions: The
Policy Responses of Libya and Sudan
to International Counterterrorism
Policies.”

While attending Georgetown, he
worked as an intern for the Interna-
tional Center for Terrorism Studies at
the Potomac Institute for Policy Stud-
ies and as a National Security Fellow
for The Third Way. He worked a year
at the Homeland Security Institute
before joining the Army.

Lt. Rowe’s Army branch will be
armor, and he will continue training
in Fort Knox and Fort Carson.

County Clerk’s Office Sees
$3-Mil. Drop in Revenue

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reported last
week that revenue in her office
dropped $4.2 million last year due to
what she described as “a skittish real-
estate market and unstable subprime-
mortgage industry.”

Document recordings declined by
12 percent in 2007, causing revenue
from those filings to decrease 6 per-
cent, or $3 million, to $45.3 million.

Demand for passports resulted in
an 8-percent jump from 13,488 in
2006 to 14,624 in 2007. Subscrip-
tions to the county clerk’s property
website, available to frequent users
such as title companies and banks,
were up 8 percent.

Ms. Rajoppi said 1.7-million indi-
vidual searches were conducted on
the website in 2007, an average of
141,000 per month, for a 40 percent
hike over 2006. The website gives
individuals and businesses access to
images of deeds, mortgages and other
documents.

The clerk’s office built a computer-
redundancy program in 2007 for their
disaster-recovery plan. This required
technical installation and special en-
vironmental additions to the com-
puter room. The clerk reported a

shared-service agreement is being
negotitated with another government
entity to house the duplicate program
off-site as required by law.

In addition to processing passports,
recording real-estate transactions,
deeds and mortgages, Ms. Rajoppi
administers elections laws in the
county.

In 2007, she oversaw six elections
– Primary, General, School Board,
and a special school election in
Westfield and both a municipal and
runoff elections in Hillside.

“[Last year] marked the continuing
implementation statewide of the fed-
eral America Vote Act, which neces-
sitated the implementation of a state-
wide voter-registration system that
became effective for the General Elec-
tion,” said the clerk.

Also, a $305,000 PARIS grant was
utilized to create a 150-year micro-
film inventory of property records
and to restore 78 atlas books of county
maps dating back to 1905.

Another $305,000 grant from 2006
was used to upgrade the clerk’s com-
puter-database system and purchase
a “redundant-computer system” as
part of her office’s “disaster-recovery
program” to be housed off-site.
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Hatfield Calls for Tax Cuts,
Incentives for Small Businesses

SUMMIT – “It’s all about cutting
taxes, maintaining and creating jobs,”
P. Kelly Hatfield, Republican candi-
date for Congress representing New
Jersey’s 7th District, said. “It is im-
perative that the federal, state and
local governments recognize that
small businesses are the backbone of
local economies and are a necessary
part of the bigger economic picture.”

“The proposed bi-partisan Federal
Economic Stimulus Package is purely
a shortterm ‘shot in the arm solution’
that is not enough to grow the
economy. Congress needs a long-
range plan, and it should start with re-
authorizing the Bush tax cuts. The
largest GDP since 2000 took place
after the 2003 tax cuts, which made
immediate and longterm reductions
on investment and marginal income-

tax rates.”
“Protecting and nurturing the in-

terests of small businesses here in the
United States is a win-win situation
all around. When we provide entre-
preneurs with the tools necessary to
create local jobs, we revitalize our
struggling downtowns, making the
municipalities more attractive to ad-
ditional small businesses and fami-
lies. As a longterm member of the
Summit Common Council and a key
player in the successful revitalization
of Summit’s business district, I will
bring that proven leadership and
hands-on experience to Washington
as an advocate for small business.”

“This fall, the voters in the 7th
District will have a clear choice be-
tween a proven leader who will fight
to lower taxes and create new jobs, or
sending a tax-and-spend Democrat to
Washington who will raise taxes as
she has done repeatedly in Trenton.”

For more information, see
Hatfield2008.com.

Walshes Continue 36-Year
Super Bowl Party Tradition
WESTFIELD — For 36 consecutive

years, Michael and Darielle Walsh of
Westfield have hosted a Super Bowl
party for college friends and neighbors.
The initial group met in 1964 as mem-
bers of the Seton Hall University chap-
ter of the Pershing Rifles, an ROTC
military drill team fraternity. After
graduation, the men served in the Army,
stationed in Vietnam. Upon their re-
turn, most resettled in New Jersey.

The first Super Bowl party in 1973
was held in a small apartment in
Parsippany with a modest brunch and
11 adults and one child attending. Over
the years, the party has grown to more
than 50 guests, including spouses, chil-
dren, grandchildren and friends, with
an elaborate dinner being served.

Food is an important element in the
celebration, and the menus often re-
flect the teams playing in the Super
Bowl. Mrs. Walsh serves a large buf-
fet on a ping-pong table in their rec.
room. She prepares the menus and

food for the party.
The Walshes have been recording

the group’s history (anniversaries,
births, graduations, first-time guests,
etc.) on a timeline that is tacked up on
the wall and is updated each year for
the party. What started out on a roll of
paper three-feet long is now a 20-foot
timeline with 35 years of history. The
Walshes recognize special anniver-
saries of their guest by providing com-
memorative T-shirts, mugs and cup
holders with logos designed by their
sons, Corey and Ryan.

The party tradition has survived
many potential show-stopping events.
In 1974, Mrs. Walsh was 9 months
pregnant with their oldest son, Corey.
Another year, Mr. Walsh was away on
business, and on multiple occasions,
a snowstorm threatened to cancel the
party.

This year, the party guests expect
an exciting game and hope for a win
for the Giants in the Super Bowl.

GO GIANTS…For 36 consecutive years, the Walshes of Westfield continue
their Super Bowl party tradition. Pictured at last year’s party, from left to right,
are: Joe Dattoli, Jim Suessman, Mike Walsh (wearing a 30th-anniversary T-
shirt), Al Galluzzo, Tom Dougherty, Frank Cicio, John Tarantino and Paul
Monacelli.

SP Business and Professional
Assoc. Holds Party on Feb. 4
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its new
year party on Monday, February 4.

The event will be held from 6:30 to
10 p.m. at the Mezzogiorno
Ristorante, located at 450 Park Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

The cost is free to SPBPA members
who have registered and $10 per per-
son at the door.

The SPBPA Board last week elected
three new board members and the
officers for 2008.

Dr. Frank DiLollo will serve as

president, Ray Pardon will remain
vice president, Russel Huegel will
serve as secretary and Steve Hoeckele
will remain treasurer.

Jean Ann Honig was newly elected
to the board and will serve along with
Debbie Losavio, Jeff Stein, Steve
Goldberg and Seymour Stein.

Lisa Mohn stepped down from the
board, but she will remain an active
member. The board thanked Ms.
Mohn for her many years of service
on the board and as president these
past 3 years. For more information,
see visitscotchplains.com.

Lemon Law Bill Moves
From Senate Comm.
TRENTON – By a 5-0 vote, the State

Senate Commerce Committee this week
approved sending Lemon Law legisla-
tion, S-454, to the full Senate for consid-
eration. The legislation proposes expand-
ing consumer-protection coverage on new
car and motorcycle purchases from 18,000
to 24,000 miles while maintaining the
two-year limit. Senators Barbara Buono
(D-Middlesex) and Nicholas Scutari (D-
Linden) sponsor the bill.

“New Jersey’s Lemon Law is over 17
years old. Given that our driving habits
have changed in that time, the law needs
to be updated,” said Senator Buono.

In addition, the bill would create a
distinction between general defects and
defects that are “likely to cause death or
serious bodily injury.” For those defects
that are likely to cause death or serious
bodily injury, the manufacturer would
have just one chance to fix the defect
before the car would have to be replaced.
For non-lethal defects, dealers would be
held to the current standard.
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