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Summit Resident
Supports ‘Fair Tax’

Voters can send a message that the Fair
Tax matters when they go to the polls on
February 5 to choose Presidential candi-
dates.

The Fair Tax is a seminal tax-reform
bill in Congress, with 72 sponsors. The
tax is a progressive national retail sales
tax on all new goods and services, once
and only once.

The Fair Tax replaces payroll and self-
employment taxes, death taxes, individual
income taxes, corporate income taxes and
the Internal Revenue Service.

The measure is revenue-neutral and
features a so-called “pre-bate” to make it
progressive and fair to the poor. The Fair
Tax, if enacted, would stop the punish-
ment of thrift, effort and productivity.

Here are the candidates and where they
stand on the Fair Tax:

Republicans: Mike Huckabee –
strongly in favor (Mike Huckabee has
made the Fair Tax a central theme of his
campaign); Rudolph Giuliani – opposed;
Alan Keyes – strongly in favor; John
McCain – opposed; Ron Paul – supports
as an interim measure; Mitt Romney –
opposed.

Democrats: Hillary Clinton – no stated
position; John Edwards – no stated posi-
tion; Mike Gravel – strongly in favor;
Barack Obama – no stated position.

Jim Bennett
Americans for Fair Taxation, Summit

Former Town Historian Speaks of
‘The Village Green that Never Was’

Editor’s Note: Dr. Hall previously
served as town historian and is reply-
ing to an e-mail concerning a pro-
gram sponsored by the Westfield His-
torical Society and preservation com-
mission dealing with “Understand-
ing Historic Preservation.” Dr. Hall
is still actively researching the early
history of Westfield and the history of
the Reeve House.

I wish I could join you in the discussion
on February 1. Let’s talk about Westfield’s
unique “village green” in the center of
town, even though it doesn’t fit all your
criteria.

It extends from Quimby Street to East
Broad Street, centers on the railroad de-
pot and firehouse, embraced by the post
office, our main business district, two
large churches and the Lord & Taylor
store site. It shows as a dotted line in our
oldest sketch of Westfield as of 1734.

This all started in 1700, with an unrec-
ognized bit of civic planning by John
Harriman in his first survey of the West
Fields of Elizabeth.

Harriman’s original notes suggest a
chain of three commons areas along East
Broad Street. The first log church in 1728
was built on the south corner of the first
commons, on the old road to Elizabeth,
now Benson Place. The church was moved
within three years to the second commons
area, the present center of town. The third
vanished...

The center is still there – perhaps be-
cause it was absorbed and treated sepa-
rately by the family of a leading citizen,
Samuel Marsh. His daughter, Hannah,
and her husband, William Miller, were
the first family to move out into the West
Fields area, in 1727. So, it is part of our
very beginnings.

Dr. Homer Hall
Exeter, N.H.

Reader Corrects Deer
Classification in Paper
I just saw the caption underneath the

deer here in Scotch Plains. He hangs out
over at Terrill Middle School.

I’m an amateur naturalist, and I’d just
though I’d point out that the deer is not an
albino but rather a piebald.

It is theorized that this is a recessive
genetic trait, and the deer usually become
more prevalent due to overpopulation of
a deer herd.

Many piebald deer have skeletal defor-
mities such as short legs, bowing of the
nasal bone, arching of the backbone and
heart defects.

So much for the country life here in
Scotch Plains.

Sean Murphy
Scotch Plains

Samuel Requests That Raw Budget
Numbers Be Made Public ASAP

Last week, Michael Brinker, executive
director of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), and Robert Materna,
secretary/treasurer of the RVSA, made a
presentation to the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, providing a projection of
the fees Scotch Plains will be paying to
the RSVA for each year in the foreseeable
future.

This year, our RVSA fees will increase
by a manageable amount of about

$100,000 but will jump by about $700,000
in 2009 and will stay at that level for about
15 years.

The cause of these increases is prima-
rily due to debt service. In 2009, debt
service will account for about 46 percent
of our RVSA fee. Ignoring whatever in-
crease in the Scotch Plains debt service
occurs due to recent and planed capital
expenditures, the total debt service re-
lated expense in the 2009 Scotch Plains
Municipal Budget will be $2,300,000.

This is 16 percent of the Scotch Plains
municipal taxes for 2007 (the last year for
which data is available).

The increase in debt-service-related
expenses suggests that it is time for the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains to take a hard
look at our township finances. There is a
need to set priorities and to plan for the
future so as to control taxes, which ulti-
mately effect the value of our homes.

The focus of our township council and
municipal manager should be on setting
and articulating their priorities with regard
to tax rate, appropriate level of surplus to
be maintained, services to be provided,
how services should be funded and ways
of dealing with the increasing expenses.

The public should have an opportunity
to express its priorities as well. A budget
should then be prepared and discussed
based on decided priorities.

While our municipal manager has al-
ready resigned, and our mayor has an-
nounced that he will probably not run for
reelection, we will all be paying taxes
after they are gone.

This year’s budget process should take
the future into account and not be just a
last hurrah for those who are leaving. This
suggests that any raw numbers that relate
to budget planning should be made avail-
able to the council and public as soon as
possible and not wait for the state to
clarify the budget caps before doing so.

Dick Samuel
SP DEM Committee Chairman

Safety on Dorian Road Should Not
Wait for High-School-Parking Plan

Members of the Senate Republican
caucus will refrain from voting “yes”
on any bill spending state money, at
least until Governor Jon Corzine’s
budget address scheduled for Febru-
ary 26. The caucus will define new
spending bills as those with either an
appropriation, necessary to effectu-
ate the legislation, or a fiscal note
identifying a known impact on the
state budget.

In Governor Corzine’s own words,
our ongoing fiscal crisis “has morphed
into a financial emergency.”

The Republican Caucus has an
obligation to set the example, to dem-
onstrate to the people of New Jersey
that the party of fiscal responsibility
will lead the charge towards a sane
budget that is accountable to the
people. This obligation includes say-

Republican Caucus News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Spending Must Be Cut to Solve
New Jersey’s Fiscal Crisis

ing ‘no’ to new spending – even for
the most worthy of legislative goals.
The people of New Jersey are speak-
ing clearly to the Legislature and to
the Governor: Get your own house in
order before you ask for more from
the over burdened toll payers and
taxpayers.

According to the non-partisan Of-
fice of Legislative Services (OLS),
more than $50 million in supplemen-
tal spending was added to the fiscal
year 2008 budget. This figure does
not include the monies added to the
budget during this January’s lame-
duck session which amount to an
additional $10 to $20 million.

We call on our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to join with us
in taking a fiscal ‘time out’ on new
spending.

Recently the Westfield Town Council
unanimously endorsed a parking man-
date, on the first reading, which dealt with
addressing safety and poor driving line-
of-sight along North Scotch Plains Av-
enue in the fourth ward. After dialoguing
with area residents, as well as the town
traffic-safety consultant, the council
clearly saw an issue and quickly took
action to address pedestrian- and traffic-
safety concerns by recommending the
installation of no-parking signs.

In order to address the hazard of the
traffic and parked cars, the town felt it
best to have an improved line-of-sight so
that drivers could see up and down the
street. Well done, makes perfect sense.
This provides increased safety for neigh-
borhood drivers, especially in cases when
people are making a turn from a side
street.

Improved line-of-sight so that drivers
can see better up and down the street;
Improved safety for residents, pedestri-
ans and drivers, I’m all for it.

How about the line-of-sight safety is-
sue along Dorian Road, Place and Court?
Residents have been dialoguing with past
and present council members about this
issue since 2003. I ask current council
members and town traffic-safety consult-
ant officials to have a look at the traffic
line-of-sight, driver- and pedestrian-safety
issue along this section of Dorian Road,
especially during the morning hours. Cars
that line up along both sides of Dorian
Road prevent a clear line-of-sight made
worse because of the bend in the road.
People who have driven along Dorian
Road weekdays between 7:20 a.m. and 3
p.m. know how dangerous negotiating
the bend in the road has become, espe-
cially when a car is heading towards you.

The residents of Dorian Road, Place
and Court need some relief, too! It has

become very hazardous to make a turn
onto Dorian Road from the side streets of
Dorian Place and Court because of a lack
of line-of-sight.

Ever since WHS banned students from
parking on WHS grounds, all student cars
have been pushed out onto the streets. In
addition, to further complicate the matter,
parking restrictions were put in place
along certain select streets near WHS,
which only made the situation worse by
forcing students further away from the
high school in search of parking. Is the
BOE going to add the proposed 100 stu-
dent-parking spots on WHS grounds over
this summer by using some of the left-
over WHS Bond Addition monies? Is the
town council going to have in place a fair
burden-sharing comprehensive street-
parking plan around WHS for September
2008? Are these safety and quality-of-life
issues going to be jointly addressed by
these two bodies of government in time
for September 2008?

Time will tell. If not, then the line-of-
sight safety issue on Dorian Road should
be addressed quickly, just like the line-of-
sight safety issue along North Scotch Plains
Avenue with use of mandated parking
restriction signs. Examples of such signs
currently being used are the no-parking
school-days signs (on Edgar Road), the
two-hour-limit signs (on Westfield Av-
enue), or alternate-side odd-even day with
permitted residents excluded signs, which
Cranford put uniformly around their high
school a few years ago. The safety of the
residents, pedestrians and drivers along
Dorian Road should not be jeopardized or
placed on hold while we wait for a compre-
hensive WHS parking plan that gets stu-
dents parking back on WHS grounds and
off neighborhood streets.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school stu-
dents with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the 2008
Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program will be divided into
two types of part-time, paid internships:
staff interns and correspondent interns.

The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work along-
side the office staff in a work/study envi-
ronment with hands-on assignments in-
volving operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such as
covering local meetings and events for
publication.

The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and ac-
countability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the corre-
spondent program will be more flexible.
Applicants may apply to either or both
programs. The newspaper advisory com-
mittee will complete the selection pro-
cess by early spring. Application to the
program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Torpescence – A state of insensibil-

ity; numbness
2. Homilist – A sermonizer; preacher
3. Imparl – To hold mutual discourse
4. Philogynist – A person who loves

women

LIMACEOUS
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Like a snail or slug
3. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
4. Solidified; hardened

PHARE
1. Concise; brief; to the point
2. A lighthouse
3. Literary works
4. Soreness of the eyes

SPODOGENOUS
1. Having the character of waste matter
2. Having only a particially developed

spinal cord
3. Producing many offspring
4. Producing a freak of nature; a mon-

strosity
LATIGO

1. Range of vision or sight
2. A condition causing stumbling or

staggering
3. Readiness of mind in managing op-

erations; mental adroitness
4. Spanish strap with which a saddle

girth is adjusted

Unaffiliated NJ Voters Can Vote
Tuesday in the Pres. Primary

It seems to be “hush-hush.” In that 60 percent of
New Jersey registered voters are unaffiliated with a
political party; many don’t realize that they can vote
in the New Jersey Presidential Primary on February
5, “Super Tuesday.” Primary elections have seldom
been meaningful in New Jersey, so few people voted
– and those unaffiliated with a political party have
forgotten (or never knew) that they have the right to
vote in this, or in other New Jersey primaries.

To us, it’s interesting that the political parties and
the candidates are not advertising or promoting this
fact, nor are the candidates wooing the unaffiliated
voters in New Jersey. It seems that more attention is
being paid to promoting absentee ballots – a little
scary in our view as absentee ballots have been
blamed for increasing the chance of voter fraud.

An unaffiliated registered voter can walk into his
or her normal polling place on Primary Election Day
and ask for a Democrat or Republican ballot and vote
on the spot. They can only vote in the primary for one
party. Upon voting, they become added to the roles
of that party.

This voter can then decide – if he or she wishes –
to return to unaffiliated status (or become a member
of another political party). To do so, they can go to
their municipal clerk’s office and change their party
affiliation (back to unaffiliated, or to another party,
a process that takes 50 days to clear). If they do not
make the change, their status will stay as a member
of the party for which they voted.

The League of Women Voters, at lwv.org, writes,
“Registered voters may only vote in a primary for
one party’s candidates, and they must have declared
an affiliation with that party. If you declared a party
affiliation when you registered, you may vote in that
party’s primary. If you did not declare a party affili-
ation when you registered, you may do so at the polls
the first time you vote in a primary election. After
that, you will retain this party affiliation unless you
file a form to change your party declaration.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s office in Westfield
confirmed that unaffiliated registered voters can vote in
either the Republican or Democratic Primary, but they
will have to make a party declaration at the polling
place. They would indeed be able to “switch” back to
unaffiliated or to another party, but they would have to
do so 50 days prior to the next primary election.

There will not be any state races on the ballot on
February 5. The February 5 primary is only for the
Presidential race; the state’s regular primary will be
held on June 3. According to lwv.org, “Currently in
New Jersey, only the Democratic and Republican
parties qualify for primary elections…You do not

have to declare a political party choice when you
register to vote in New Jersey. You may declare a
party affiliation when you register, but you are not
required to do so. Note that ‘independent’ is a politi-
cal party, and if registered as such, one is not ‘unaf-
filiated.’”

For the first time in 25 years (since 1984), New
Jersey has a meaningful Presidential Primary elec-
tion. Prior to this year, the New Jersey Presidential
Primary in June was at the end of the line for the
nation along with Montana and the primary election
was already decided as the prospective Democratic
and Republican nominees for President had received
the required number of delegates for their party’s
nomination. The New Jersey Stare Legislature voted
in 2007 to move the Presidential Primary from June
to February to provide the state some influence in the
election.

The General Election for President will be held on
Tuesday, November 4, and all registered voters are
eligible to vote in the General Election. Voters may
vote for candidates of any party in the General
Election.

Having unaffiliated voters participate in primary
elections can produce interesting results. Perhaps a
large turnout of unaffiliated voters could upset the
party’s inside choice. Anti-candidate campaigns could
be run, in which voters turn out not for a candidate
but against a candidate (by voting for their oppo-
nent).

Given all the “what ifs,” we support a high voter
participation in primary elections. We urge unaffili-
ated voters to show up at their polling places, pick a
candidate and vote for someone (or against some-
one). Remember to file for a change-of-party status
within 50 days of the next primary to keep all options
open.

The deputy administrator of the Union County
Board of Elections, Dennis Kobitz, helped clear up
some of the voting issues in New Jersey at our office
in Westfield last week. We urge our readers to see the
videotaped interview at goleader.com.

As it turns out, unaffiliated voters actually have
more flexibility than affiliated voters in that they can
either support a candidate or cast a “poison pill”
against a party candidate, while, afterwards, return-
ing to unaffiliated status.

We hope to see a 50 percent or higher turnout in
this election. Could it be that unaffiliated Primary
Election voters may actually decide who gets New
Jersey’s delegates in the Democratic and Republican
Primary races? Remember, polls are open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 5.

Gov. Corzine Comes to Cranford
At press time Wednesday evening, Governor Jon

Corzine was speaking with and listening to area
residents at Union County College in Cranford about
his proposal to substantially increase New Jersey
Turnpike and Garden State Parkway tolls and to sell
the future collections for present-day cash to pay for
some of the past unfunded borrowing and to fund
more state spending.

We have been, and are, critical of this plan. We
believe the Governor’s proposal mortgages the fu-
ture of our children and does not correct the

longstanding structural malfeasance in Trenton, greed
at the Statehouse and unconstitutional spending be-
yond our means.

The Governor has challenged his critics to offer
alternatives to solving the fiscal calamity facing state
government in New Jersey. We will humbly present
our alternatives next week, and we seek your help
with this daunting task. Provide us with you thoughts
to share with the Governor. Please e-mail your
comments to editor@goleader.com and refer to sup-
porting information posted at goleader.com.

Student Recommends
Donating Instruments
I am a seventh-grader at Roosevelt

School in Westfield. I am celebrating my
Bar-Mitzvah in June and have been trying
to figure out what kind of mitzvah project
would be meaningful to me and helpful to
others. I thought about what is significant
to me in my everyday life. It was clear to
me that the answer is music. I play two
different instruments in both my free time
and in my school band. It is something I
truly love. I wish all kids had the oppor-
tunity to discover if music is something
they would love, too.

I researched music-related charitable
organizations and came across Mr.
Holland’s Opus (mhopus.org), an organi-
zation that donates used and new instru-
ments to schools nationwide whose stu-
dents can not afford to rent them. By
giving instruments to these schools, the
students get a chance to learn and enjoy
playing music.

Please consider giving a musical in-
strument that you or your child is not
using any more. The foundation accepts
all orchestra and band instruments as well
as guitars that are in good condition. They
will not accept other instruments such as
accordions and electric pianos.

Send instruments to: Mr. Holland’s
Opus Foundation, 15125 Ventura Blvd.
Suite 204 Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. In-
clude your name and address to receive an
appraisal for tax purposes. Also, please
include my name.

Roosevelt, Edison, Washington,
McKinley, Franklin and Wilson schools
will have a box in the front hall to collect
donations from February 4 to 11. Or bring
them to my house at 23 Cornwall Drive.

Thank you so much, you will make
many kids happy.

Austin Fishman
Westfield


