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GOP Congressional Hopefuls
Tout Records And Platforms

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Five Republicans seek-
ing the 7th-district congressional seat
being vacated by Rep. Mike Ferguson
gathered last week in Clark to intro-
duce themselves and their platforms
to party officials and activists from
Union County.

Last Thursday’s two-hour program,
which was sponsored by the Clark
Republican Municipal Committee,
drew about 100 attendees, including
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assem-
blymen Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz (all (LD-21, Westfield and
Summit), former Scotch Plains coun-
cil members Joan Papen, William
McClintock and Frank Rossi, as well
as incumbent Councilwoman Nancy
Malool and Fanwood Councilman
Anthony Parenti.

Candidates seeking to oppose
Democratic State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) in
November were given about five min-
utes to speak about their backgrounds
and some of the issues they will stress
in the months leading up to the June
3 primary.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who, on multiple occasions, labeled
himself “the across-the-board con-
servative,” said the “number-one is-
sue facing America is homeland se-
curity and the fight against terror-
ism.” He said intelligence-gathering
and diplomatic efforts needed to be
improved and better utilized. “But
when they fail,” he said, “we cannot
hesitate to use our military.”

Mr. Marks said illegal immigra-
tion “must be thwarted,” calling it “a
drain on our economy, on our
healthcare and on our education.”
He also called traditional marriage
between a man and a woman “the
backbone of our nation and our civi-
lization” and said it must be “cham-
pioned and upheld.” Calling life
“God’s greatest gift to us,” the mayor
said it “must be cherished from con-
ception to our last breath.”

Later, in response to a question on
healthcare, Mr. Marks said he would
favor eliminating health insurance and
replacing it with a medical IRA-type
system that would encourage con-
sumers “to shop around” for medical
treatment and also drive down medi-
cal costs.

Addressing another question on the
mortgage-foreclosure crisis, he said,
“We should let the market take its
course. If you made a stupid decision,
you need to live by it,” he added,
referring to those who secured mort-

gages they could not afford. “If you
make mistakes, you can’t run to the
federal government for a bailout.”

The four other candidates also
stressed their conservative bona
fides, with Kate Whitman, daughter
of former Governor Christine
Whitman, calling herself “much
more conservative than my mother.”
She called for cuts in federal spend-
ing and noted she had signed a no-
new-tax pledge.

“Government in Washington is bro-
ken,” Ms. Whitman said. She added
that she opposes amnesty for illegal
immigrants and favors a private-sec-
tor-oriented reform of healthcare. She
also touted her “proven ability to raise
money and go toe-to-toe with Linda
Stender.”

State Senator Leonard Lance criti-
cized the “do-nothing Congress,” con-
trolled by Democrats, which he said
had “engaged in gridlock with the
White House.” The Hunterdon County
Republican, in touting his 16-year
record in the State Legislature, said
Mrs. Stender “has a clear record of
raising taxes in Trenton, and she’ll do
the same in Washington.”

While saying he did not oppose all
abortions, Senator Lance pointed out
that he had voted in Trenton to ban
partial-birth abortions and favored
parental notification when a minor
was considering an abortion. He also
said he opposed civil unions and do-
mestic partnerships for same-sex
couples.

Former Summit Council President
Kelly Hatfield said she favored
making President Georged W. Bush’s
tax cuts permanent while also cutting
federal spending and the size of the
federal government.

“I promise to never raise taxes,”
she told the attendees last week. She
vowed to “fight to ensure the military
has the resources” it needs in the fight
against terrorism and said it is
important that “the borders and ports
are secure.” She said that while she is
“personally pro-life,” she doesn’t “like
the government interfering in personal
decisions.”

Christopher Venis, a former deputy
mayor of Hillsborough and aide to
former Rep. Bob Franks, criticized
Mrs. Stender’s legislative record of
“raising taxes year after year after
year. As a small-business owner, he
said, “I feel what you people feel.” He
said he would not go to Washington
to “sing Kumbaya with [House
Speaker] Nancy Pelosi,” adding that
“left-wing Democrats do not work
with Republicans.”

Volunteer Critical of Sale
Of Anniversary Magazine

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — A volunteer who
submitted articles for last year’s pub-
lication marking Union County’s
150th anniversary questioned why
the publication was sold at $15 per
copy at Barnes & Noble stores.

Charles Shallcross of Elizabeth, a
member of the Union County His-
torical Society, told the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, “It’s a
very nice magazine, but I don’t think
it’s worth $15.”

 He said he thought the publication
was free and questioned the cost,
given the numbers of volunteers who
helped provide the content.

Union County One Hundred Fifti-
eth Anniversary Magazine was pub-
lished by Laurinda Publications, lo-
cated on Route 22 in Mountainside.
Laurinda publishes Union County
Voice.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
who chaired the 150th-anniversary
committee, of which Mr. Shallcross
was a member, said the county went
out to bid and Laurinda won the
contract. She said the magazine was
published with “no cost to the
county.”

Ms. Kowalski said free copies of
the magazine are available from the
county.

Mr. Shallcross said Laurinda re-
ceived $100,000 in advertising rev-
enue from the magazine and, thus,
should not have put the publication in
stores at a charge.

“It’s not right… It’s certainly not
ethical,” he told the board.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to authorize the
county manager to sign a $120,000
“revenue-producing agreement” with
Overlook Hospital to co-sponsor
MusicFest in 2008, 2009 and 2010,
as well as this year’s Kids Traveling
Jubilee.

The board also approved resolu-
tions for issuance of $83.7 million in
general-improvement bonds, $15.7
million in Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools bonds and $5.6
million in Union County College
bonds.

County Finance Department Di-
rector Larry Caroselli said the county
would hold a bonds sale on February
20.

“We should do very well under the
current market conditions,” he said.

Mr. Caroselli said the county was
temporarily financing projects with
notes, but officials decided this was
the time to permanently fund capital
projects.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, questioned the appointment
of Margaret Devanney as vice presi-
dent of the Union County Vocational-
Technical (Vo-Tech) School Board of
Election.

 Ms. Renna pointed out that Ms.
Devanney is the mother of County
Manager George Devanney and the
sister of the State Senator Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth).

County Counsel Robert Barry said
Ms. Devanney and Charles Mancuso,
who was appointed Vo-Tech presi-
dent, were both reappointed to their
current administrative posts by the
Vo-Tech board. Their terms run
through October 31, 2011.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
freeholders attending the upcoming
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce-
sponsored train trip to Washington,
D.C., to submit reports detailing the
excursion.

“Everyone piles on the train and
goes to Washington,” Mr. Paterson
said.

 He said the public would like “to
see some kind of results” from the
trip. The trip is scheduled from Janu-
ary 31 to February 1.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said the trip is an opportunity
for “industry and government” to get
together.

“We deal with Washington con-
stantly in many of the projects the
county [is involved in],” Mr. Estrada
said.

The board approved a resolution to
apply for another Public Archives,
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) grant, this time for $1.3 mil-
lion in 2008-2009.

Union County was awarded
$739,700 in 2007, $1.3 million in
2006 and $1 million in 2005, accord-
ing to the state’s PARIS grant
webpage.

The freeholders will hold an
agenda meeting tonight at 7 p.m. and
a  public meeting on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7.

reams begin here . . .D
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44 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, NJ

908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com

Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Evenings by Appointment

Come Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!

On SelectedOn SelectedOn SelectedOn SelectedOn Selected
Thursday EveningsThursday EveningsThursday EveningsThursday EveningsThursday Evenings
6:30pm-8:30pm6:30pm-8:30pm6:30pm-8:30pm6:30pm-8:30pm6:30pm-8:30pm

Please call and register for one of the

following dates:

Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17
Depending on response, additional

dates may be available.

Attendance is limited to 20 persons.Attendance is limited to 20 persons.Attendance is limited to 20 persons.Attendance is limited to 20 persons.Attendance is limited to 20 persons.

Lonegan Visits Wardlaw,
Speaks of ‘Chilling’ Arrest

By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON – “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal and are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights, amongst them are Life, Lib-
erty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

Steve Lonegan, the former Repub-
lican mayor of Bogota and currently
a vocal activist for small government,
quoted these famous words from the
Declaration of Independence just days
after an encounter with police in Cape
May County.

Charged with trespassing on pub-
lic property, Mr. Lonegan was ar-
rested along with radio personality
Seth Grossman while holding a pro-
test outside Middle Township High
School, where Governor Jon Corzine
was holding a town-hall meeting to
promote his plan to raise tolls in order
to address the state’s fiscal situation.

Undeterred by such an incident,
Mr. Lonegan, now the New Jersey
state director of the group Americans
For Prosperity, spoke to high-school
students at Edison’s Wardlaw-
Hartridge School on January 24.

“I went to Jon Corzine’s town-hall
meeting in Cape May on Saturday to
oppose his [toll] plan. They didn’t
like that, so they arrested me in front

of a group of 15 people who were
listening to me speaking.”

Describing the situation, Mr.
Lonegan said he was surrounded by
six or seven police officers, his hands
were cuffed behind his back and he
was sent to a police station. While at
the police station, he said that he was
handcuffed to a cell wall for about an
hour. In the end, he was given a tres-
passing ticket and was released.

Even after an apology was issued
to him, Mr. Lonegan said he was still
disturbed by the police action.

“Too late. Too late,” he said, refer-
ring to the apology in an interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Times after his presentation. “It was a
very oppressive and chilling experi-
ence.”

Mr. Lonegan said he holds fiscally
conservative beliefs that seem to put
him at odds with those in Trenton,
even those in his own party.

“We have a one-party system [in
New Jersey] – the party of big spend-
ers,” he added. “They’re (the elected
officials currently in power) very un-
happy with my criticisms. They want
to manage their show. They use their
government power to go after me.”

Middle Township authorities have
said they plan to drop charges against
Mr. Lonegan and Mr. Grossman.

FREE SPEECH?… Steve Lonegan, left, discusses his recent arrest outside one of
Governor Jon Corzine’s town-hall meetings with William Vogt, a senior at
Wardlaw-Hardridge School in Edison and student-view writer with The Westfield
Leader and The Times.
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JON BRAMNICK

Has Represented Individuals
Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

BIG BOTTLES FOR THE BIG GAME

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

WINTER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 02/06/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 btls. or
more of wine

Any 6 btls. or
more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $30.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

Cockatoo Ridge

Chardonnay 1.5L

$14.99

Cardeto Rupestro

Umbria Rosso 1.5L

$11.99

Manta Sauvignon

Blanc 1.5L

$11.99

Let’s face it – there just isn’t
much in large format

chardonnay that you really
want to drink – let alone

serve to your guests.  This is
the exception.  Some well-
balanced oak notes blend

with melon, fig and pear to
make a refreshing, rather

than oppressive version of
chardonnay.

When you put sausages on
the grill and start smelling
the spices and the sizzling

juices, you want something
easy to drink but complex
enough to handle all the

flavors.  This blend of
montepulciano and

sangiovese is the perfect
match.  Dried red fruit
tones and earthy spice
flavors blend perfectly.

Inexpensive doesn’t get any
better than this.  Light and
crisp on the palate, this is

filled with grapefruit,
tropical notes and lemon.
Perfect before dinner, or
with salads and lighter

chicken dishes.  At this price
you can have the whole

neighborhood over.

La Vieille Ferme

Cotes Du Ventoux

Rouge 1.5L  $14.99

A Southern French blend of
Grenache, syrah, carignan
and mourvedre, this wine

will go happily with
burgers, ribs, or just

sipping.  Lots of dark berry
and cherry fruit with little
hints of black pepper.  You
might even want to try this

with nachos.

A FEW OF OUR ALL-PRO MICRO BREWS...

Dog Fish 60 Minutes / Indian Brown / Raison D’Etre 6pk 12oz.....$7.99

Smuttynose IPA / old Brown Dog / Lager/ Pale Ale 6pk 12oz.....$7.99

Green Flash IPA / Nut Brown Ale 6pk 12oz.....$8.99

Southampton Double White Ale 6pk 12oz.....$8.99

Red Seal Ale 6pk 12oz.....$7.99

Lion Stout 6pk 12oz.....$8.99

Boulder Hazed & Infused 6pk 12oz.....$8.99

Left Hand Milk Stout 6pk 12oz.....$9.99

Troegs Mad Elf 6pk 12 oz.....$11.99

HOUSEHOLD FAVORITES AND MUCH MORE...

Corona / Corona Lt 2/12 pk Btls.....$23.99 / case

Heineken / Heineken Lt Loose 24 Btls.....$23.99 / case

Sam Adams / Sam Adams Lt 2/12 pk Btls.....$24.99/case

Bud / Bud Lt / Bud Select 30pk cans.....$18.99 / case

Coors / Coors Lt 30pk cans.....$18.99 / case

Miller Draft / Miller Lite 30pk cans.....$18.99 /case


