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Bryant’s Request to Use Funds
For Defense Rejected by ELEC
State election law officials have

rejected former state Senator Wayne
Bryant’s bid to use campaign dona-
tions he had received to pay legal bills
following his indictment last year on
federal corruption charges, accord-
ing to an Associated Press report in
The Trentonian.

Mr. Bryant’s request to the state’s
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion (ELEC) marked the first time
anyone has sought to use campaign
money to mount a defense against
criminal charges. The commission
voted 3-0 that it is not a proper use of
campaign donations.

Casino Association Backs
Corzine’s Restructuring Plan

The Atlantic City Casino Associa-
tion has backed Governor Jon Corzine’s
financial-restructuring and debt-reduc-
tion plan. The plan includes a 50-per-
cent increase in tolls on the New Jersey
Turnpike, Garden State Parkway and
Atlantic City Expressway in 2010, 2014,
2018 and 2022. After 2022, tolls would
increase every four years until 2085 to
reflect inflation.

“This industry recognizes that with-
out the resulting proceeds from the toll
increases, the state cannot reduce its
indebtedness by 50 percent and fund
transportation-infrastructure improve-
ments for 75 years,” the group said.

Booker, Rothman Critical of
Clinton Comments Vs. Obama

As New Jersey’s Presidential Pri-
mary Day approaches, Newark
Mayor Cory Booker told The Star-
Ledger he was “deeply disappointed”
by Senator Hillary Clinton’s efforts
to make an issue of Senator Barack
Obama’s comments praising former
President Ronald Reagan as an agent
of change.

“It begins to make our entire party
lose the moral high ground. It’s a very
risky strategy. It’s a scorched-Earth
strategy,” Mayor Booker said. “This
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campaign has got to be about bigger
issues and unifying themes.”

Rep. Steve Rothman (D-
Englewood) also was critical of Mrs.
Clinton’s comments. “When we are
faced with such unscrupulous and
dishonest tactics against Senator
Obama – and I’m sorry to say that
includes Sen. Clinton and her hus-
band [President Bill Clinton] – those
have to be addressed. We have to
speak out and speak truth to the
Clintons’ disinformation and slander
campaign,” according to the The Star-
Ledger.

Fred Thompson Drops Bid for
GOP Nomination for Pres.

Fred Thompson, a former United
States Senator and former cast mem-
ber on NBC’s “Law and Order,” has
dropped his bid for the Republican
nomination for President following a
third-place showing in the South
Carolina Primary Election.

Former Massachusetts Senator Mitt
Romney, Senator John McCain and
former Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee are in a tight race for the
nomination heading into Tuesday’s
Super Tuesday Primary, when New
Jersey and 23 other states will hold
primaries.

Rivera Pleads Not Guilty
To Bribery, Attempted Extortion
Passaic Mayor Samuel Rivera has

pleaded not guilty to bribery and at-
tempted extortion charges last week
following a FBI sting last year that
led to the arrests of 10 public offi-
cials, including two state legislators,
according to nj.com.

Mr. Rivera faces a maximum of 20
years in jail if convicted on all counts.

Obama Forms ‘Truth Squad’
To Respond to Hillary Clinton

The Barack Obama Campaign for
President has announced it has cre-
ated a “truth squad” to respond to
what it claims are inacurrate com-
ments coming from Hillary Clinton
and her campaign.

Union County Prepares for
Presidential  Primary

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Union County vot-
ers will make history on Tuesday,
February 5, when they take part in the
first-ever solely Presidential Primary
Election. In previous years, the elec-
tion was held along with federal, state,
county and municipal elections on
the first Tuesday in June.

“Everybody is under the miscon-
ception that this is the only primary.
There will still be a June primary.
This is just strictly for the President.
All your other primary [elections]
will still be held in June,” said Dennis
Kobitz, deputy administrator with the
Union County Board of Elections.

He also said the potential for a
snowstorm on the day of the election
is another “major stumbling block.”

“So, we really are concerned of
how much snow we get and if it will
be statewide and what the emergency
plan would be,” Mr. Kobitz said dur-
ing a January 24 interview at The
Westfield Leader office. Mr. Kobitz
said his office has been touch with
municipal clerks, county and munici-
pal public-works personnel, as well as
and school districts “in case it does
snow, to make sure that we are cleaned
out and ready to go before the election.”

He said if the election were post-
poned prior to the startup of the polls,
counties would need at least two
weeks to ensure that enough poll
workers were available for the new
election date. The county has more
than 1,700 poll workers. Spare poll
workers will be on standby at the
Board of Elections office in Eliza-
beth, the Summit city clerk’s office
and the election board’s warehouse in
Scotch Plains.

If the election began and had to be
changed due to bad weather, election
officials would have at least a month to
hold the election since polling ma-
chines would have to be reprogrammed
at the Board of Elections warehouse in
Scotch Plains. Mr. Kobitz noted that
the week of February 19 is the week
when many schools are closed.

“We are expecting more of a turn-
out [for the primary] than ever before
simply because, one, it is a Presiden-
tial [election]. Presidential [elections]
always brings out more voters than
any other [election],” Mr. Kobitz said.
“This is the first time that neither
party has a clear candidate going
in…This time, there is a wide-open
field out there for both parties.”

“We are looking at 40- to 50-per-
cent [turnout],” Mr. Kobitz said.

Mr. Kobitz said residents, under new
election laws, could apply for absen-
tee ballots without giving a reason. He
said voters could alleviate their wor-
ries about going out in adverse weather
conditions by voting absentee.

“Anyone can apply for an absentee
and vote from home,” he said.

Anyone who applies between now

and the deadline to file absentee ballots
will be listed in election books as hav-
ing voted absentee. Voters who applied
for absentee ballots in the last week can
still vote at polling places via provi-
sional ballots. These ballots are checked
to ensure that the individual only voted
once.

“Absentee ballots are counted on
Election Day. We double and triple
check to make sure they didn’t vote
the absentee before the provisional is
counted,” Mr. Kobitz said.

Unaffiliated voters can cast their
ballots in the Primary Election by
going to their polling places and se-
lecting the party’s primary in which
they want to participate. They also
can change back to an unaffiliated
status by completing a yellow change-
of-party-affiliation card at their mu-
nicipal-clerk’s office.

He said federal election laws permit
a person to vote only once from “where
your official residence (is), where you
sleep.” Military members do not have
to be registered and can cast their bal-
lots by using their last-known address.

Election officials remove the names
of all people who have moved out of the
county or have passed away since the
last election. Each town’s vital-statis-
tics office sends the county the names
of deceased people over the age of 18.

In terms of creating a paper trail on
the new electronic voting machines,
Mr. Kobitz said election officials ask
that the printing device be phased in
gradually by adding a few towns at a
time. A voter would have the opportu-
nity to view his or her vote before
casting it. Afterwards, a paper ballot
would be “dropped into a locked bag”
to be viewed by election officials as
part of an official recount of election
tallies.

The Board of Elections has a four-
member commission that is split evenly
between Democrats and Republicans
who are appointed to two-year terms
by the Governor, following the recom-
mendation by their political parties.

Sample ballots for the election were
mailed this week to all registered
voters, Mr. Kobitz said. Those who
did not receive their ballots can call
(908) 527-4123 or go to ucnj.org/
electionboard.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)
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HAVE A ZAMBA DAY… Zamba Chicken has opened at 231 East South Avenue
in Westfield. The franchise is owned by Steven Haase. The restaurant’s signature
dish is barbecued chicken.

UC Clerk’s Office to Open
Saturday for Absentee Voters

 ELIZABETH – The Union
County Clerk office will be open
this Saturday, February 2, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. for voters seeking
last-minute absentee ballots.

 The office will be open as a public
service for those voters who will be
unable to vote at the polls in the
Presidential Primary Election this
Tuesday, February 5.

  Walk-in applications are accepted
up to 3 p.m. on Monday, February 4,
the day before the Presidential Pri-
mary Election.

Voters will be able to drop-off
their completed absentee ballots at
the Union County Clerk’s office,
located at 2 Broad Street in Eliza-
beth. This option allows voters to
pick up their ballots, vote and de-
posit them in a secured lockbox –
all at the same office through 3 p.m.
on February 4.

 Ms. Rajoppi said, “This option
makes voting more accessible, par-
ticularly for senior citizens.”

 Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox by the Board of Elec-

tions, who will collect and count them.
 The county clerk’s office has pro-

cessed more than 3,000 absentee
ballots to date for the Presidential
Primary Election and expects the
number to exceed 4,000 by Primary
Day, Tuesday, February  5.

To obtain an application, voters
may download the form at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/absent04.html but must bring
the completed application to the
county clerk’s office before 3 p.m. on
February 4.

 For more information, contact the
Clerk’s office at (908) 527-4996.

Santiago Soto Joins
Tri-County Red Cross
ELIZABETH — The Tri-County Red

Cross has announced that Santiago Soto
of North Plainfield has joined the chapter
as senior director of service delivery. He
will oversee the delivery of disaster pre-
paredness and relief, first aid/CPR and
other safety training, service to the Armed
Forces and medical transportation for
seniors and the indigent.

Mr. Soto previously was sergeant of
detectives in the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, retiring after 25 years
of service in 2007, where he worked on
drug use, child abuse, arson and auto-
theft cases.

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Dentistry for Infants, Children

Adolecents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.

Julie Jong D.M.D.
Laser Dentistry

Kristin Capalbo Joins
Cranford Law Firm

CRANFORD — The Cranford law
Firm of Dughi and Hewit, P.C. has
announced that Kristin Capalbo has
joined the firm as a matrimonial asso-
ciate.

Ms. Capalbo was previously with
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer P.A. in
Woodbridge, where she represented
clients in all areas of family law and
divorce.

Ms. Capalbo received her Juris
Doctor Degree from Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law in Newark. As
a member of the Seton Hall Legisla-
tive Journal, she worked as a legal
intern for former United States Sena-
tor, now Governor, Jon Corzine, where
she assisted constituents with inter-
national adoptions.

Ms. Capalbo received her under-
graduate degree from American Uni-
versity in Washington, DC, where
she graduated magna cum laude.

Dughi and Hewit is located at 340
North Avenue in Cranford.

Kristin Capalbo


