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Cranford Cell Tower Fight
Continues; 484 Sign Petition

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The fight over
erecting a cell-phone tower at the
Cranford Swim Club continued be-
fore a packed house at Monday
evening’s meeting of the Cranford
zoning board of adjustment.

So far, 484 Westfield and Cranford
residents have signed a petition
against the proposal, Cranford resi-
dent Audrey Muratore told The
Westfield Leader.

Another 90 people have hired at-
torney John Schmidt to defend their
opposition to the monopole.

Gregory Meese, an attorney repre-
senting applicant New York SMSA
Limited Partnership, clarified the set-
back variance to the board. He said
the setback of the base of the 130-
foot-high tower from the nearest resi-
dential-property line would be 39 feet.
The front-setback requirement is 300
feet, or three times the height of the
tower, whichever is greater, resulting
in a 390-foot front-setback require-
ment from a residential-property line,
Mr. Meese said. The monopole’s pro-
posed site is in a residential zone.

Cranford resident Frank Krause
asked Glenn Pierson of PierCon So-
lutions, a radiofrequency design and
engineering consultant testifying on
behalf of the applicant, if the pole
were to move about 300 feet from its
current proposed spot, would it change
the effects of cell-phone coverage.

“There is no major difference from
a radiofrequency perspective,” Mr.
Pierson replied.

Mr. Krause suggested that the ap-

plicant should consider moving the
pole near the pool at the Cranford
Swim Club instead of near residen-
tial-property lines. He said this change
would also meet setback require-
ments.

Marjorie Meise of Cranford also
queried Mr. Pierson. She asked if a
satellite would be a suitable source of
service for cell phones.

“[A] satellite signal doesn’t get into
a building. It is for outdoor or remote
locations,” Mr. Pierson said.

Mr. Pierson also testified about cell-
phone-connectivity lapses. “It’s not
something you can do with digital or
analog. It’s the radio-wave limita-
tions,” he said.

Mr. Pierson presented the board
with a graph showing data points of
cellular traffic on traditional 800-MHz
frequencies from 2006 to 2010. He
said beginning in 2010, a significant
amount of blockage would occur on
peak days, such as July 4, and during
snowstorms or constructions, when
cell phones are used more frequently.

Data services, such as text mes-
sages, would also block voice cover-
age, Mr. Pierson said.

“We need to build out frequen-
cies,” he said. “Come 2010, 800 MHz
will be blocked.”

He said 1,900-MHz frequency is
being used today as a backup when
800 MHz is busy.

Mr. Pierson said the higher the fre-
quency, the shorter the usable range.
So, a 1,900-MHz frequency would
cover less of an area than one of 800
MHz, resulting in the need for more

DWC Re-elects Martone,
Verdic, Discusses Wine Fest

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — David Martone
and Dominick Verdic were reelected
Monday night as chairman and vice
chairman, respectively, for the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
Board of Directors. In addition, Town
Councilman Frank Arena replaced
Sal Caruana as council liaison to the
DWC, while Andy Wasserman took
his seat as Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
designee on the DWC board.

Mr. Martone owns Classic Thyme
cooking school and store while Mr.
Verdic is a downtown landlord. Lisa
Bertone-Marvin, co-owner of Rockn’
Joe coffeehouse, will continue to work
as board secretary with long-time resi-
dent Lee Hale continuing in his role
as treasurer. Also serving on the board
are Diane Barabas, a resident, and
Alan DeRose, a property owner.

Mr. Martone said the three main
projects the DWC will focus on in
2008 are the South Avenue streetscape
(recently approved by the town coun-
cil), economic development aimed at
driving downtown investment and
utilization, and promotions and mar-
keting to bring people downtown.

Sherry Cronin, DWC executive di-
rector, said the reorganization hopes
to work with the town council to
update and modify the town’s sign
ordinance and also to improve regu-
lation of sidewalks and curbing in the
downtown area.

It was also revealed that the DWC
would like to hold a one-day food and
wine festival during the first weekend
of October. Officials said the town
council would need to pass a special
ordinance to permit the sale and serv-
ing of alcoholic beverages in public.

The DWC is also going through the
process of being designated as a com-
munity service organization by Union
County. This would allow the DWC

to receive community service hours
from juvenile offenders. The process
of designation began with Sandra
Chambers, a Westfield police detec-
tive, and continued with Oliver Jack-
son, from the county’s Department of
Human Services. The effort to desig-
nate the DWC sprang from a recent
graffiti incident.

There was also some limited dis-
cussion of purchasing surveillance
cameras to monitor some downtown
problem areas. The change, if imple-
mented, would reduce the DWC’s
cost of policing and improve its
security’s effectiveness, officials said.

Former DWC board member Joe
Spector, owner of The Leader Store,
raised the topic of parking to the
board. He stated, “No matter what we
do with promotions, every visitor’s
first and last experience is parking.”
He also cited that Westfield was sec-
ond in the state, behind only New
Brunswick, in the number of parking
violations written in 2007.

Responding to Mr. Spector’s state-
ments, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said parking fines, levied by
the Westfield Municipal Court, were
about $1.5 million, but the town kept
only about $680,000.

Mr. Martone provided numbers,
which he stated were correct, putting
the revenue at $1,442,026 with the
town retaining $688,124. The remain-
der of these monies goes to the state
and county, with the lion’s share go-
ing to the state.

Mr. Gildea said the number of park-
ing tickets in 2007 had risen by five
per cent. Mr. Martone said, however,
that the number was still below the
town’s 2003 peak.

Mr. Gildea said the town had writ-
ten 56 percent more moving violation
citations in 2007 than in 2006. He
also said indictable criminal offenses
were down 36 percent.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHAT A DRAG...Washington School fathers get into the “act” in a scene from the school’s annual revue during last Wednesday
night’s dress rehearsal. The event marks the 60th anniversary of the school’s major fundraiser. See story on page 20.

Jersey Voters to Make Voices
Known in Presidential Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to cast ballots in the
state’s first solely Presidential Pri-
mary in state history. New Jersey and
22 other states will be selecting can-
didates for the nomination for Presi-
dent in the Democratic and Republi-
can races. New Jersey’s normal state
primary, which includes U.S. Senate,
Congressional as well as county and
municipal races, will be held on Tues-
day, June 3.

According to the Union County
Board of Elections website, Union
County has a total of 263,756 regis-
tered voters as of January 21, up
4,000 from October. Registered
Democrats outnumber Republicans,
85,209 to 36,554. There are 142,000
unaffiliated voters in the county.

Westfield has 19,503 registered
voters (4,168 Republicans and 3,771
Democrats); Scotch Plains, 14,698
(3,33 Democrats and 2,841 Republi-
cans); Fanwood, 4,764 (1,007 Re-
publicans and 960 Democrats);
Mountainside, 4,584 (762 Democrats
and 1,379 Republicans) and Garwood,
2,484 (596 Democrats and 377 Re-
publicans).

Going into Super Tuesday’s con-
tests, U.S. Senator John McCain led
with 93 delegates,  followed by former
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Rom-
ney with 59 delegates and former
Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee,
who has 40. A total of 1,191 delegates
are needed for the Republican nomi-

nation for President, according to
realclearpolitics.com. The winner of
the New Jersey’s GOP contest will be
awarded all of the state’s 52 del-
egates.

In the Democratic battle, U.S. Sena-
tor Hillary Clinton leads with 256,
followed by Senator Barack Obama,
181, and former Senator John
Edwards, 64, who annouced Wednes-
day that he is dropping out of the race.
A total of 2,025 delegates are needed
for the Democratic Party nomina-
tion;127 are up for grabs in the New
Jersey Primary, according to
realclearpolitics.com.

Dennis Kobitz, deputy administra-
tor of the Union County Board of
Elections, told The Westfield Leader
that the county has 1,700 poll work-
ers and will have additional workers
on standby at locations in Elizabeth,
Scotch Plains and Summit. He antici-
pated that turnout would be between
40 and 50 percent. (Please see related
stories on page 2 and video interview
with Mr. Kobitz at goleader.com).

Other states holding primaries or
caucuses on February 5 are Alabama,
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Georgia, Idaho (Democratic),
Illinois, Kansas (Democratic), Mas-
sachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri,
Montana (Republican), New Mexico
(Democratic), New York, North Da-
kota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and
West Virginia (Republican).

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MONEY...Ted Kozlik, center, assistant superintendent of pupil personnel ser-
vices for Westfield schools, presents the 2008-2009 special education program
budget request Tuesday night, which is an increase of about 6 percent over last
year. Pictured, left to right, are board of education members Beth Cassie and
Anne Riegel, Mr. Kozlik and Business Administrator Robert Berman.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SUPER TUESDAY...Dennis Kobitz,
right, of the Union County Board of
Elections discusses the first-ever Feb-
ruary New Jersey Presidential Primary
to be held next Tuesday with Leader/
Times editor Paul Peyton. The inter-
view was videotaped and can be seen at
goleader.com. See article on page 3.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
ALL ABOARD...Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board chairman
David Martone and Westfield Town Councilman Frank Arena welcome Andy
Wasserman as a new member of the DWC  board Monday night. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mr. Martone, Mr. Wasserman and Mr. Arena. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Proposes 6.14-Percent
Hike in Special-Ed. Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education continued its
weekly budget meetings Tuesday, fo-
cusing on special education.

The proposed special-education-pro-
gram budget for 2008-2009 totals
$18,786,390, an increase of 6.14 per-
cent over last year.

“It’s not good news,” Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan said. “Tu-
ition rates are going up higher than
previous years.”

Ted Kozlik, assistant superintendent
of pupil personnel services, led the
budget talks. He said there is no cap on
private-school tuition, which he ex-
pects to increase 50 percent. “The point
is to get students in public schools,” he
said.

Districts can apply for extraordinary
aid, and Mr. Kozlik expects to get 35 to
40 percent.

Pupils age 3 through 21 with dis-
abilities are permitted to enroll in spe-
cial-education courses. Mr. Kozlik said
speech, occupational and physical

therapy are some of the popular pro-
grams for these children.

Ten to 15 more students are pro-
jected for the 2008-2009 year, accord-
ing to Mr. Kozlik. He said he doesn’t
believe more staff is needed and was
not built into the budget. However, he
said if extra staff is necessary, he projects
one teacher and two paraprofessionals
at most.

Outside contractors are also a piece
of the budget pie, which the board has
deliberated about over the last three
years. Mr. Kozlik is in favor of hiring
contractors because, as he stated, they
don’t miss days, are not paid for breaks
and do not receive supplementary-ben-
efit costs.

He also said it was difficult to project
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Foerst Touts Land Use Taskforce
Recommendations as a ‘Home Run’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Land Use Taskforce
Chairman William Heinbokel revealed
the group’s final report Tuesday night,
detailing the taskforce’s recommenda-
tions in dealing with various redevel-
opment issues.

In the report, the taskforce, which
Mayor Andy Skibitsky formed in the
fall of 2006, seeks to fulfill its mission
of “allowing revitalization while ac-
commodating various interests and pro-
tecting private-property rights without
sacrificing community quality of life
and valued community resources.”

The presentation marked the culmi-
nation of more than 400 man hours.
The mayor, Tuesday night, deemed the
undertaking a “Herculean effort.”

Explaining the group’s multi-
pronged approach, Mr. Heinbokel
walked the council through all aspects
of the taskforce’s recommendations,
which sought to “minimize the visual
perception of overbuilding” and “con-
trol mass” in residential zones by set-
ting height allowances and basement-
height caps and reducing the stories of
a home, among other ideas.

The committee tossed around vari-
ous formulas and methods to achieve
its goals before settling on appropri-
ate standards.

First, Mr. Heinbokel said, the com-
mittee looked at limiting the maximum
width of buildings within all residential
zones.

After vetting its own potential solu-
tions, the committee found that setting
the maximum building width at 60
percent of the overall lot width would
“cause 75 to 80 percent of all existing
homes to be made non-conforming.”

The Municipal Land Use Law re-
quires “that zoning-ordinance regula-
tions and requirements be uniform
throughout each district.”

In addition, the taskforce found that
an attempt to control building height
through a “neighborhood-height-aver-
aging model” would also not pass mus-
ter.

After ruling out that method, the
taskforce turned its attention to “the
sliding-scale model.” Mr. Heinbokel
said the group felt that using the scale to
determine height would provide “pro-
portionality” to the issue.

After finding a formula that tied the
allowable building height to the depth
of the shallowest side yard “problem-
atic,” as it would set forth allowable
building heights for side-yard setbacks
that are not permitted, the group de-
cided to accomplish the same goal by
“using the formula but setting stan-
dards,” Mr. Heinbokel said. The maxi-
mum-height allowance would now co-
incide with the required minimum side-
yard setback for each zone.

As proposed by the taskforce, a
home’s height could range from a maxi-
mum of 32 feet in an RS-6 zone to 35
feet in an RS-40 zone. (RS stands for
residential single-family, and the num-
ber correlates to area; for example, a
house in an RS-6 zone would have a
minimum lot area of 6,000 square feet.

“Wide lot, tall house. Narrow lot,
shorter house,” Mr. Heinbokel summa-
rized.

“We thought it was a heck of a lot
easier than figuring out that algebraic
equation,” Fourth Ward Councilman,
Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee Chairman and taskforce mem-
ber Jim Foerst said. “It’s easy to apply.
Now, you know how high you can go.
You just look at the chart.”

Mr. Heinbokel followed up on the
comment, saying that his “mantra” was
always to “simplify, simplify, simplify.”

Separately, the group decided to in-
troduce a 22-foot maximum-eave-
height limitation. “By establishing a
maximum height at which the leading
edge of the roof begins, our intent was
to lower the perceived height of the
roof,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

“They will still be large houses.
They’ll just seem less imposing,” he
added.

Mr. Heinbokel said sometimes people
feel dwarfed by a neighboring structure
that has undergone redevelopment. To
remedy that, the taskforce proposed the
introduction of a 25-foot limitation on
the length of any continuous building
wall (a wall without windows or jut-
outs) adjacent to a side-yard property

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENDORSEMENT...State Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), left, announced his endorsement of State Senator Leonard Lance (LD-
23, Flemington) yesterday at the Westfield Train Station.


