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Les Malamut Presents
Work of FW’s Cummings

FANWOOD – The Les Malamut
Art Gallery will present an exhibition
of photographs, “Reflections” by
Fanwood photographer Greg
Cummings, from February 1 to April
30.

Mr. Cummings
has received nu-
merous awards
over the years, in-
cluding Best of
Show and First
Place in the Union
County Juried Se-
nior Art Show,
Best of Show and
First Place in
Friends of Na-
tional Wildlife Photo Contest and
Second Place in Wickford, R.I., Juried
Photo Show.

His work has also been accepted in
many juried shows in New Jersey and
Rhode Island. He has had a previous
solo exhibit in the Charlestown, R.I.,
Library.

When describing his work, Mr.
Cummings says, “I often use reflec-
tions as an element in my photogra-
phy because of the added dimension

that it provides. Everything from
simple mirrored images that require
no explanation to abstract ones that
leave the viewer wondering.”

Although he operates both film and
digital cameras,
none of his images
are manipulated or
altered. Mr.
Cummings said
the most important
feature on all his
cameras is the
viewfinder.

“I simply shoot
what I see,” he
said.

He maintains
his own website at
gregcummingsphotography.com.

A meet the artist reception is
planned for Saturday, February 9,
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the gallery, which
is located in the Union Public Library
at 1980 Morris Avenue.

It is open during regular library
hours and is handicapped-accessible.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public. For further information, call
(908) 851-5450.

Greg Cummings – Lily Pad

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

HE WHO LAUGHS LAST...Westfield resident Gregory Principato premiered a
film on the life of actor-comedian Sal Richards at the Friars’ Club in Manhattan
last week. Pictured above, from left to right, are Dina Bouchard, fiancée of Guy
Richards; Guy Richards, Sal Richards’ son; RoseAnn Richards, Sal’s wife; Joy
Behar, comedienne and co-host of “The View”; Sal Richards; director Gregory
Principato; and Jennifer, Greg’s wife.
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WF Resident’s Documentary
Premieres in New York City

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It was important
to Westfield resident Gregory
Principato that his documentary about
actor-comedian Sal Richards have
“heart and soul.” After 12 years of
filming, writing, directing and edit-
ing to make that happen to his satis-
faction, his film, Mr. Laughs: A Look
Behind the Curtain, premiered last
week at the Friars’ Club in Manhat-
tan.

“A lot of people don’t
realize…entertainers are people,
just like us,” Mr. Principato said.
“They have ups and downs, good
days and bad days…But everyone
thinks they just have this grand type
of life.”

And life certainly wasn’t always
grand for Sal Richards. He did ful-
fill his show business dreams over
the past 40 years, performing com-
edy at many venues, including Las
Vegas, acting in films such as
Rounders and appearing on various
television programs such as, most
recently, “Law and Order: Criminal
Intent.”

However, he also had to persevere
through many challenges. One of the
most difficult ones, the loss of his 21-
year-old son, is explored in-depth in
the documentary.

Mr. Principato said doing an inde-
pendent documentary wasn’t some-
thing he’d originally sought to do,
although he loves all aspects of the
industry.

He’s spent the past 14 years work-
ing as a cameraman. His various cred-
its include the popular movies Stuart
Little and Jumanji, among many oth-
ers, along with television’s “Cash-
mere Mafia,” and “Spin City,” to name
a few.

Mr. Principato’s late mother and
Mr. Richards were related, so he had
occasionally spent time with him
through the years. He said the idea for
the documentary was born from a

conversation around the actor-
comedian’s kitchen table in 1995.

“He basically turned to me and
said, ‘I’m opening at Trump’s be-
tween Christmas and New
Year’s…what would it take to have
you follow me around with a cam-
era?’” Mr. Principato said. “And after
I got the footage, I said, why don’t we
tell a story with this?”

Many entertainers appear in the
documentary, including fellow co-
medians Red Buttons, Jackie Mason
and Joy Behar.

“I also got to interview Sid Caesar

at his house in the Hollywood Hills,”
Mr. Principato said. “He had so many
stories…it was a trip, something I’ll
never forget.”

So, what began as a few days’ worth
of footage grew into more than 75
hours of material over the next 12
years.

This led Mr. Principato to the part
he found most challenging: editing
and condensing the footage into an
approximately hour-long film.

“I made about three or four cuts
and didn’t like any,” he said. “I real-
ized the only way to tell a cohesive
story was to have a narrator.”

He’d become friendly with actor
Vincent D’Onofrio while working on
“Criminal Intent,” and it is he who
provides the narration for Mr. Laughs.

Mr. Principato said while he had
the storyline in his head for so many
years, he feared actually sitting down
to write it. But once he did so, it
flowed easily, and he was able to
complete the narration in approxi-
mately two hours.

“With the writers’ strike, everyone
I know is unemployed right now,” he
said. “But I was finally able to finish
my movie. Maybe it was meant to
be.”

Additionally, he plays drums and
percussion on the soundtrack, which

he worked on with his brother, Dou-
glas Principato, and Steve Michaels.

“I really thought the greatest mo-
ment would be when I finally fin-
ished editing everything,” Mr.
Principato said. “But that was at 4
a.m., so all I really wanted to do was
go to sleep!”

Instead, the highlight for him was
seeing people’s reactions to the film.

While it had previously been shown
to friends and family at two small
screenings, Mr. Principato said he
knew very few people in the room at
last week’s premiere, also attended

by his wife, Jennifer, Mr. Richards
and his wife, RoseAnn, Ms. Behar
and Mr. D’Onofrio.

“I was hoping everyone was going
to laugh in the right places,” Mr.
Principato said.

He had addressed the crowd of
approximately 75 people before the
film and distributed comment cards,
which he said overall provided very
positive responses.

Produced by Laughing Angel Pro-
ductions, additional screenings of Mr.
Laughs: A Look Behind the Curtain
are in the process of being scheduled,
including one in Atlantic City this
week.

Ultimately, Mr. Principato is hop-
ing to get the documentary released
on television.

He plans to trim it and rework some
details, again emphasizing the im-
portance of conveying “the heart and
soul” of Mr. Richards.

“This movie definitely shows he’s
not perfect, but in the end, you root
for him and want him to succeed,”
Mr. Principato said. “That’s the hu-
man side, the look behind the cur-
tain.”

For more information or to attend a
screening, contact Jennifer Lamb of
Laughing Angel Productions at (908)
656-6419.

WAC Offers More ‘Livable’
Photographs at Current Exhibit
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHUNG – The New Jersey
Photography Forum (NJPF) exhibit,
currently at the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter (WAC), showcases the work of
three local photographers – Herb Way
of Scotch Plains, Andrea Ewald of
Westfield and Gail Cushing of New
Providence.

The founders and directors of the

NJPF, Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights
and Michael Creem of Summit, cu-
rate the exhibit.

Ms. Ori and Mr. Creem founded
NJPF in 1995 to give serious photog-
raphers a forum in which to exhibit
their work.

Mr. Way’s photographs visualize
the various ways compositional ele-
ments present themselves.

“I’m fascinated by the endless pre-
sentation of diverse lines, shapes, tex-
tures and angles that make up the
visual experience of everyday life,”
he said.

“My photographs in the show are
about seeing ordinary things in ex-
traordinary ways.”

According to Mr. Way, who has his
own photography business, Herb Way
Photography, he likes to study com-
positional elements in diverse loca-
tions.

He snapped his photograph, “An-
hinga” in the Florida Everglades in
the spring of last year, while he took
“Leaf Lyric” on a Scotch Plains side-
walk last fall.

Ms. Ewald is showing two photo-
graphs of toys at the NJPF exhibit.

She describes these two works as
being “for the young and the young at
heart.”

Her “Annabel” is a photograph of a
Lego reindeer in the snow.

The other, “Duckie,” depicts a
close-up of two yellow rubber ducks
in a store window.

Ms. Ewald currently has a solo
show, entitled “Colors of New
Mexico,” hanging on the second floor
of the new academic building at
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison.

More information about that show
can be found on andreaewald.com.

Ms. Cushing, the owner of G.S.C.
Photography, a portrait photography

Gail Cushing – “Shadow Hill”

Andrea Ewald –
“Just Duckie”

Herb Way –
“Anhinga”

business, believes that photography
transports her to a more tranquil place.

“I find myself continually drawn to
places in nature where I find a sense
of quiet and calm, places that provide
a respite from the chaos of the day,”
she said.

According to Ms. Cushing, her two
NJPF Exhibit photographs, “Shadow
Hill” and Evening Shadows,” “cap-
ture a certain intimacy that can be
found in the interplay of shadowed

and illuminated spaces.”
The NJPF exhibit, which opened in

December, also gave the public an
opportunity to purchase exhibited
photographs for holiday gifts.

“Although we have exhibited our
work for 13 years at the WAC facility,
this is the first holiday art show that
the New Jersey Photography Forum
has organized for them,” Ms. Ori said.

“[I wanted to] offer inexpensive
photographic art to the local commu-
nity through the holiday season and
hopefully bring new visitors into the
Watchung Arts Center,” she contin-
ued, adding that the photographs of-
fered at this current show “are per-
haps more ‘livable’ than what we
might have usually shown in our an-
nual exhibit.”

The Watchung Arts Center is lo-
cated at 18 Sterling Road in Watchung.
For more information, call (908) 753-
0190.

The gallery is open from 1 to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, as
well as 1 to 5 p.m. on Thursday. The
WAC gallery also stays open on Tues-
day afternoons by appointment.

After closing at the WAC on Janu-
ary 31, the NJPF exhibit will move to
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside on February 2.

Red Molly to Play
Coffee With Conscience

WESTFIELD – The Americana
trio, Red Molly, will play at Coffee
with a Conscience in Westfield on
Saturday, February 16.

At 8 p.m., at the First United Meth-
odist Church, located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield, the trio will play
a 90-minute set of roots, Americana
and bluegrass music featuring three-
part harmonies and banjo, Dobro and
guitar.

For more information, call (908)
412-9105. Tickets cost $15.

Net proceeds will benefit HomeFirst
(formerly the Interfaith Council for the
Homeless). Anthony da Costa will open
the show. For tickets, go to:
redmolly.eventbrite.com, redmolly.com
or coffeewithconscience.com.

Alliance Repertory
Announces Ninth Season

AREA – The Alliance Repertory
has announced the opening of its
ninth season as the resident profes-
sional Theater Company at the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway.

The season will begin with Alan
Ayckbourn’s romantic comedy Comic
Potential.

The performance surrounds a
washed-up film director, a wide-eyed
writer and a witty android actress
who teach each other about pratfalls
and falling in love.

Comic Potential is a romantic com-
edy, a satire on television and other
human follies, as well as a farce that
is set in the foreseeable future, where
everything has changed except hu-
man nature.

Artistic director Michael Driscoll
directs the play. The veteran ensemble
cast includes John Correll, Lilly
Markey, Frank Takacs, Greg Louis,
Sarah Peters, Clare Dill, Chess
Langford and Beth Painter of
Westfield, as well as Jen Crane and
Matt McCarthy.

Production dates are February 14,
15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23 and 24.

Thursday, Friday and Saturdays
evening performances take place at 8

p.m.; Sunday matinees start at 2 p.m.
Tickets cost $27. Students and se-

niors pay $17.
Reservations can be made through

the Union County Performing Arts
Center, 1601 Irving Street, Rahway
NJ 07065. The box office can be
reached at (732) 499-8226 or via
ucac.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

WCP Holds Auditions
For Musical Forever Plaid

WESTFIELD – Director Linda
Correll of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) is holding open auditions
for the Stuart Ross musical comedy
Forever Plaid on Sunday, February 10,
from 1 to 5 p.m. and Monday, February
11, from 7 to 10 p.m. in the WCP theater
at 1000 North Avenue, West. To learn
more, call (908) 232-9568.

Callbacks will be Sunday, February
17, between 1 and 5 p.m. at the theater.

Play rehearsals will start in February
for performances on April 26, May 2, 3,
9, 10, 16 and 17 at 8 p.m.

In this rollicking send up of harmo-
nizing “guy groups” of the 1950s, the
Plaids’ promising career is cut short by
a bus load of Catholic school girls on
their way to the Ed Sullivan show to see
the Beatles.

When fate intervenes, the Plaids are
given one last shot at stardom, singing
Three Coins in the Fountain’s “Love is
a Many Splendored Thing,” “Shangri
La” and other hits.

The cast requirements are as follows:
Four male singers, age range: 20 to

30. Each of the parts calls for excellent
singing skills and strong acting ability.
Singing four-part harmony and the abil-
ity to blend and sell a song is required.

Francis: Second Tenor/Lyric Bari-
tone – Confident but not cocky, roman-
tic crooner and all-around good guy.

Sparky: Baritone – Class clown and
cut up with tons of enthusiasm and a
heart of gold who loves to perform.
Jinx’s stepbrother.

Jinx: High Tenor – Shy and terrified
at first, he grows in confidence through-
out the show and shines on the high
notes. Sparky’s stepbrother.

Smudge: Bass – The worrier with
“coulda, woulda, shoulda” syndrome.
By the end of the show, he lets go and
takes the stage.

All performers should bring sheet

music and be prepared to perform a
song from the 1950s or early 1960s.

Songs from the show are encour-
aged. Sides will be provided for the
acting portion of the audition. Music
will be taught at the audition to deter-
mine the actor/singer’s ability to har-
monize.

For more information, contact pro-
ducer Kay Macrae at the theater, (908)
232-9568.

Library, B&N Ask Public
To Love Their Libraries

STATE – The New Jersey State Li-
brary is partnering with Barnes & Noble
and the New Jersey Library Associa-
tion to sponsor “Love Your Library”
month in February to help fund the
Statewide Summer Reading Program
at all public libraries in New Jersey.

Barnes & Noble will donate a per-
centage of every sale from every cus-
tomer who presents a book-fair voucher
at any Barnes & Noble store in New
Jersey during the month of February.

Vouchers are available to download
from the New Jersey Library Associa-
tion and the New Jersey State Library
websites, as well as any local public
library.

The Springfield Free Public Library,
located at 66 Mountain Avenue, will
distribute vouchers beginning the last
week of January. In addition, the Spring-
field Library and the Springfield Barnes
& Noble will co-sponsor special events.

 On Thursday, February 14, at 7 p.m.
Springfield Library Youth Services li-
brarian Deborah Sandford will present
a Valentine Stories and Craft program
at the Springfield Barnes & Noble store.
In addition, participants will be able to
sign up for library cards or become
members of the Friends of the Spring-
field Free Public Library group.


