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Raider Wrestlers Eradicate
Elizabeth Minutemen, 56-9

JAICHON HITS 12, PULLS 17, LAW PULLS 13, SINKS 8

Raiders Roll in 4th, Slip Past
Irvington Lady Cagers, 48-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Juniors Kaylin Jaichon and Jackie
Law came to life in a big way under
the boards to ignite a 19-5 fourth-
quarter run and to somewhat erase the
memory of the three choppy quarters
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team slipped
past the Irvington Blue Knights, 48-
40, in Scotch Plains on January 17.
Jaichon finished with 17 rebounds,
three blocked shots and 12 points,
while Law pulled 13 rebounds,
blocked four shots, made three steals
and sank eight points.

The 7-4 Raiders played a bit edgy
offensively in the first three quarters,
which allowed the 4-6 Blue Knights
to take advantage of poor passing and
memory lapses. Additionally, the Blue
Knights took advantage of the Raid-
ers’ sagging defense in the first half
and nailed four of the team’s seven 3-
pointers to keep them in the game.

Alnissa Hernaiz (11 points) and
Nicole Pendarvis (11 points) hit two
and one 3-pointers, respectively, to
lead the Blue Knights to a 13-12,
first-quarter edge. Raider Saxony
Nielsen sank four of her six points in
the quarter. Pendarvis hit another 3-

pointer but Raider Molly Meehan (9
points, 2 steals, assist) popped in a 3-
pointer toward the end of the second
quarter to knot the score, 20-20.

“We played very nervous. We took
some bad shots. We rushed a few. We
weren’t patient. We didn’t play strong
at all. We didn’t catch the ball. We
didn’t pass the ball well. We were
missing our starting point guard
(Kathryn DeCataldo). That affected
us a little bit,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis. “Some kids had to play
more minutes than they were used to
playing.”

Once again, the Irvington ladies
found elbowroom on the outside and
added two more 3-pointers very early
in the third quarter. Jaichon rolled in
three lay-ups but the Blue Knights
won the quarter, 15-9, to carry a six-
point lead.

“We left them alone a few times.
They ran that out-of-bounds play
twice. We didn’t guard it either time.
You can’t let them take open three-
point shots. We were out of rotation a
few times,” said coach Davis.

But a sudden full-court press very
early in the final quarter led to four
quick Raider points. Law stole the
ball, was fouled and hit both free

throws then Meehan stole the ball and
rolled in a lay-up. Time out Irvington!
After Jaichon sank a free throw, Laura
Degnan (10 points, 6 assists, 2 steals)
banged a 3-pointer then assisted
Meehan on a jumper to give the Raid-
ers a 39-37 lead with 3:49 remaining.
Time out Irvington!

The Blue Knights stepped up their
foul strategy, although Pendarvis got
into foul trouble, and the Raiders hit
5-of-12 from that point on. Also,
Jaichon and Law each put in a lay-up
and Brianna Caracter (3 points) as-
serted her presence and stepped up
her rebounding to keep the Raiders in
full control.

“Pendarvis got into foul trouble.
We were able to trap them a couple of
times and get a couple of steals, turn
the game around then she fouled out,
which pretty much took them out,”
said coach Davis who added, “Our
strength is inside. We should have
had the advantage on that. We just
couldn’t get the ball to them. Brianna
Caracter gives us a lot of energy when
she comes in. That made a big differ-
ence and we were able to score in-
side.”
Irvington 13   7 15   5 40
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12   8   9 19 48

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gelling at the right time, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling match eradicated the visiting
Elizabeth Minutemen, 56-9, on Janu-
ary 18. Raiders Dan Gore, Trevor
Cannon, Joe Sebolao, Brian Laspe,
Nowell Whitehouse, Nick Sebolao
and Wes Morrison asserted their in-
fluence by recording pins.

“We have been competitive the
whole year, wrestling the tough com-
petition that we do,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz. “We beat Linden
the other day, 58-6, and then today,
rolling against Elizabeth really
worked in our favor. Every single kid
went out there and gave it their all.”

Beginning at the 135-lb. weight
class, Danny Gore recorded a fall at
3:44 over Isaiah Frazier, using an
under-half nelson.

“I reversed him, looked to ride him
out and get back points. I felt the
short-bar and then just went to it and
found the winning combination,” said
Gore. “I just love being out here and
getting points for my team.”

At 140, Mike Ferrara had a tough
customer in Chinedu Eleanya but
scored an explosive escape in the

third period to win 1-0. Mike Ridge
received a forfeit at 145. Cannon gave
Scotch Plains a 24-0 lead by twisting
152-lb. Chris Jackson to the mat in
3:00, using a power half.

“I finally got by with a drag-out.
Once I was on top I threw my legs in
and worked from there,” said Cannon.

Raider Rob Desiato had a good
start in his 160-lb bout, reversing
Ivan Ordonez and turning him to his
back. Desiato sustained an injury and
had to cede six team points to the
Minutemen. Joe Sebolao stretched
out 171-lb. Chris Negron and put him
to sleep at 5:17.

“He did put me on my back in the
first period, using an arm bar, but I
was able to fight it off. Second period,
I threw in a leg and tried to turn him
to his back. Third period, I threw the
leg in and put him down,” said
Sebolao.

At 189, Laspe settled Karrem Davis
in 2:35. At 215, Billy Jacobs scored a
takedown, two reversals and a nearfall
before deranging Demetrius
McLaughlin, with a 16-1, tech fall.

“I put him on his back a few times
but I could not stick him. I barred his
arm, spun around to his head, put my
head under his shoulder and rolled

him over, kind of a muscle move but
it works for me,” said Jacobs.

Whitehouse recorded a pair of
takedowns with quarter nelson, spin-
behind maneuvers and added a
nearfall before pinning 103-lb Mike
Hasford. Minutemen Steven Cintron
at 112 lb stopped Shane Squire with a
5-4, come-from-behind decision.

With two bouts remaining, 125-lb
Nick Sebolao got his arm across Jhon
Gallego, scooped up his head and
smothered him in 2:48 then, in the
130-lb bout, Morrison recorded a
duck-under takedown added a two-
point tilt before pinning Gannmamiel
GeinLouis in 3:50.

“I went spiral ride, threw a leg in,
tried to work it and he finally rolled
over when I hipped over,” said
Morrison.

“Squire should have pinned the kid. David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR THE BASKETBALL…Raider Saxony Nielsen, No. 4, attempts to get to the basketball before her Blue
Knight opponent does. The Raiders defeated Irvington, 48-40.
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See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Girls Hoops
SPF/Mariana Boys Hoops

Westfield/Rahway Wrestling
SPF/Elizabeth Wrestling

SPF/Irvington Lady Hoops

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING OUT THE HAMMER…Raider Billy Jacobs scored a takedown, two reversals and a nearfall before
deranging Demetrius McLaughlin, with a 16-1, tech fall at 215-lbs. See picture on page 15.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD MULTI-FAMILY $499,900
Large two family, 5 bedroom home located close to NYC bus and train. Great
investment for rental market or conversion back to a large one family residence.
Deep 157‘ lot with a big 2 car garage and additional parking.  MLS #2436851

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/27  12-4PM $999,000

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,800,000WESTFIELD COLONIAL $419,999

Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication, both will be
in great abundance in this 4,500 SF Colonial Tudor. This NEW construction will
feature 9 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 1 half bath, inlaid hardwood floors.
There is still time for you to make selections.  DIR: Central to Grove to Summit
#825 MLS #2288923

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

4 bedroom, 2 bath, Colonial. Laundry room off kitchen with sliders to deck.
Excellent opportunity to get into Westfield. Close to train station and school.
MLS #2460320

WESTFIELD TUDOR HOME FROM D.VILLANE CONSTRUCTION $1,475,000
Elegant New Construction Tudor built by a respected local builder. DVillane
Construction welcomes you to this unique 38,000 sq. ft. home. Great for
entertaining, the 1st floor has an open floor plan, designer kitchen, Formal Living
Room and Dining Room and large Family Room with a fireplace. The 2nd floor
has 4 generously sized bedrooms with a Master and Teen Suite. There is an additional
3rd floor Bedroom/Office. A full finishable basement and large lot completes this
spectacular home.  MLS #2455639

Rare opportunity to have the house of your dreams built the way you want in a
spectacular Westfield neighborhood. This Franklin School district property will
boast at least 4 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. Unsurpassed generations of
quality building will help guide you to your dream home. Call today for more
information about this tremendous opportunity (908-591-6283).  MLS #2373661

WESTFIELD THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR! $1,149,900
This 1920 Center Hall Colonial retains all the period architectural detailing you want;
combined with all the modern conveniences you require. Located less than 1/2 mile from
the train station & downtown Westfield, in the historic Boulevard area; this classic home
retains the high ceilings, arched entry, characteristic moldings, oversized wood burning
fireplace & large rooms associated with this period. Incredibly light & bright throughout,
the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral ceiling, skylight,
additional fireplace, updated kitchen, 3 renovated baths (including master), 2 1/2 baths
& finished basement. The large, groomed, private backyard hosts frequent parties &
spirited croquet matches. A semi-circular driveway to the detached oversized garage in
back completes this wonderful property.  MLS #2471915


