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County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

Resident Says Soccer Assoc. Should
Pitch in a Fraction of the Costs

Ms. DePaola’s letter of January 17
attempts to blame Councilman Glover as
the source of ugly behavior in town-coun-
cil deliberations. However, the angry, vit-
riolic tone of her letter should leave no
doubt that the true origin of this perni-
cious negativity rests with the Republi-
cans in the township.

Indeed, the October 13 township-coun-
cil debate on the south-side soccer-field
funding serves as a perfect example. Coun-
cilman Glover calmly and logically made
the case for funding the field in a tax-
sparing manner.

In response, Mayor Martin Marks nas-
tily chastised Councilman Glover for dar-
ing to blemish a desired unanimous vote
on the south-side soccer-field funding.
Last time I checked, the township council
was not the Politburo. Dissenting opin-
ions should be respectfully tolerated.

Ms. DePaola hopes that Councilman
Glover’s position on the south-side field
will be remembered. On this point, I agree;
however, let’s recall his position fairly
and accurately.

Councilman Glover supported the turf
field but could not support an irrespon-
sible borrow-and-spend approach to fund-
ing that effectively represents a deferred
tax increase.

As such, he explained that he could not
vote against the field but also would not
endorse a funding strategy that maxi-
mizes town debt, and he therefore ab-
stained. See the debate for yourself at
s c o t c h p l a i n s n j . c o m / c m -
video102307.html.

So, councilman Glover is labeled by
township Republicans as “reckless” for
suggesting more fiscally conservative and
responsible methods of funding township
projects.

Does anyone else see the irony of Re-
publicans attacking a Democrat for at-
tempting (successfully in 2007 I might
add) to hold taxes in check? Even more
ironic, Mayor Marks campaigned in the
late 1990s on a platform of keeping taxes
low and is now campaigning for Con-
gress, nominally on a platform of respon-
sible fiscal and tax policy.

Yet in Scotch Plains, he has been the
chief architect and proponent of a mas-
sive borrow-and-spend campaign that will
increase Scotch Plains taxes for many
years to come.

In round numbers – $4 million to ad-
dress years of neglected town-hall main-
tenance, $2 million more in bond debt for
the south-side turf field, and now he’s
proposing more than $4 million for a new
recreation center, all funded by floating
bonds that will trigger future tax increases
as sure as night turns to day.

I propose that the future taxes required
to pay off Mayor Marks’ debt should be
appropriately dubbed the “Martin Marks
Memorial Town Tax.”

For a long time, I wondered why a man
who professes to be a true conservative
was fostering such an irresponsible bor-

row-and-spend campaign? Then he an-
nounced his candidacy for Congress.
Martin Marks conveniently plans to get
out of Dodge before the Martin Marks
Memorial Tax takes effect.

Was all of this spending necessary?
We don’t have to look far for more cre-
ative financing arrangements for athletic
facilities. It seems nearby Westfield was
able to renovate and turf Houlihan Field
without any impact on their town budget.

According to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times (May 19, 2005), “Recre-
ation department officials are seeking
funding through Union County govern-
ment grants as well through donations
through the various sports associations in
town to pay for the project.”

Did anyone in Scotch Plains govern-
ment seek grant funding for our project?
Westfield also supports the concept of
user fees. In a letter to The Times editor
(September 29, 2005), Westfield Recre-
ation Commission Chairman Jim Marvin
said, “user fees make all the sense in the
world. Sure, tax dollars go to support
parks and recreation, and all our facilities
are open to the public, but we have de-
mands from many private field-user or-
ganizations that need more than the cur-
rent tax dollar can provide.

“Those who use our fields have told us
that they want improvements and are will-
ing to pay for them.”

What a concept. User fees would also
address the issue that a soccer field funded
solely by Scotch Plains taxes represents a
free subsidy for Fanwood, since a sub-
stantial fraction of the soccer players in
the league reside in Fanwood.

However, in stark contrast to Westfield,
Scotch Plains is funding the south-side
turf field entirely by floating a bond with
a minimum commitment of funds to se-
cure the bond, thus maximizing township
debt.

Meanwhile, the Scotch Plains Soccer
Association, the primary benefactor of
the field, has not yet committed one penny
to the project.

As of July 2006, the SP Soccer Asso-
ciation tax return reported $24,276 ex-
cess funds for that year and a total of
$121,973 in net assets. In that year alone,
it spent another $126,182 in trainer fees.
Clearly, the soccer association can afford
to pitch in a substantial fraction of the
costs of the south-side field, which they
will control, and benefit from.

Where is the due diligence we deserve
from our town planners in Scotch Plains?

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Captain Charles “Chip” C. Swicker,
USN, a Westfield native, has been as-
signed to the Global Operations Director-
ate of the Joint Staff of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. He assumed this position after serv-
ing two years as commanding officer of
the USS Vicksburg, much of which was
in the Persian Gulf region. He is stationed
at the Pentagon.

Last summer, the captain hosted his
mother, Annesley Swicker, a retired
Westfield teacher, and me for four days
and three nights on a “Tiger Cruise.” The
Vicksburg was moving from Yorktown,
Va. to Jacksonville, Fla. When warships
are moved under non-combat situations,
crewmembers may be on leave, which
opens up bunks and space for family and
friends of other crewmembers.

Several dozen family and friends of
Vicksburg sailors were on board and were
treated to a steel beach party, a simulated
raiding party on another vessel and a
nighttime gun shoot.

Around 10 p.m., in total darkness ex-
cept for a full moon, the Executive Of-
ficer fired a flare out to the side several
hundred yards. Immediately, every gun
on that side opened up, firing tracer am-
munition. The weapons included radar
controlled and manually controlled multi-
barrel weapons, the modern equivalent of
Gatling guns, plus twin .50 caliber ma-
chine gun mounts at bow, stern and amid-
ships. The sight and noise was awesome.
The gun barrels glowed in the dark for
minutes thereafter. Captain Swicker read
our minds and answered the question,
‘Was this a waste of taxpayer money?’

The captain explained that he was glad
they had this opportunity to test fire the
ship’s crew-served armaments, 100 or so
miles off South Carolina, because some
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A Profile in Service,
Captain Charles Swicker

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

CRUISING…Last summer, Captain Charles C. “Chip” Swicker, USN, left, then-
commanding officer of the USS Vicksburg, hosted his mother, Annesley Swicker
of Westfield, during the “tiger cruise” off the coast of Georgia.

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school stu-
dents with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the 2008
Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program will be divided into
two types of part-time, paid internships:
staff interns and correspondent interns.

The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work along-
side the office staff in a work/study envi-
ronment with hands-on assignments in-
volving operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such as
covering local meetings and events for
publication.

The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and ac-
countability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the corre-
spondent program will be more flexible.
Applicants may apply to either or both
programs. The newspaper advisory com-
mittee will complete the selection pro-
cess by early spring. Application to the
program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.

deficiencies in the weapons showed up,
“...and I would rather find this out now
than in the Persian Gulf.”

Vicksburg, like other Navy ships de-
ployed in the Global War on Terrorism,
engages in inspections of merchant ves-
sels to check their crews and cargos.
Captain Swicker himself led boarding
parties earlier in his Navy career.

The vessel being checked is ordered to
stop, bring everybody on deck for count-
ing, passport and paperwork check, and
put down a ladder for boarding. Assum-
ing these and other conditions are met, a
“compliant boarding” follows. Sailors,
not Marines, armed to the teeth plus with
body armor and life jackets, climb into
rigid-hull inflatable boats and pull along-
side the craft to be boarded. The boarding
team checks passports and cargo mani-
fest against what is actually on board.

If all is well, the ship is released. If the
ship refuses to comply, the boarding team
is prepared, guns at the ready. The pres-
ence of the massive missile cruiser plus
the hovering roar of the cruiser’s Sea
Hawk helicopters tends to make ships and
their captains compliant.

The Vicksburg is armed with five-inch
guns fore and aft, torpedoes, anti-aircraft
missiles, Tomahawk and Harpoon cruise
missiles, two Sea Hawk helicopters and
multiple machineguns. It is the fourth
Navy ship named after the famous Civil
War battle. She was commissioned in
1992, is 567 feet long, has a beam of 55
feet and displaces 9,600 tons, with a crew
total of 350 men and women and cost
about a billion dollars to build.

Sunday morning, guests attended a
chapel service in the enlisted mess where
Mrs. Swicker reprised her lay reader role
from St. Paul’s Church. That afternoon,
the crew and their guests enjoyed a “steel
beach” party on the helicopter landing
deck. Hot dogs, hamburgers and soft
drinks were served in abundance; cold
beer would have been nice, but alcohol is
forbidden on Navy vessels.

A spirited basketball game developed,
and the ball did not go overboard — not
always the case, according to the Captain.

The Captain’s guests dined in the Ward-
room with the officers. They paid the
Navy a modest sum to cover food costs.

Captain Chip Swicker graduated from
Westfield High School in 1973 and
Dartmouth College in 1977. He went to
sea for five years in ocean-going sailing
ships. He then graduated from Navy Of-
ficer Candidate School in 1982 and served
on three vessels before he became com-
manding officer of the USS John S.
McCain and then the Vicksburg. He re-
ceived a Master’s Degree from the Naval
Postgraduate School where his classified
thesis won the United States Naval Insti-
tute Award and was used operationally
during Desert Storm.

Captain Swicker also graduated from
the Naval War College and was Director
of the Command at Sea Department at the
Surface Warfare Officers School in New-
port, RI. He is the recipient of the Naval
War College’s Middendorf Prize for his
published research on Naval Theater Bal-
listic Missile Defense.

Captain Swicker is married to the
former Barbara Gayle Biddle of
Padanaram, Mass.

Union County has always been a hub of
movement and change, and this year will
mark another transformation. As we con-
tinue to focus county resources on our
core commitments to job development,
public safety and neighborhood quality
of life, we are stepping into a new “green”
era.

Communities across America are dem-
onstrating that green means new opportu-
nities for cutting costs and growing the
local economy. With this in mind, a “Go
Green” program is one of Union County’s
five initiatives for 2008. The county’s
construction projects will conform to the
highest LEED (Leadership in Environ-
mental Engineering and Design) stan-
dards. These guidelines will cut energy,
water and maintenance costs, enhance
interior air quality and help reduce our
carbon footprint.

The county will use its communica-
tions resources, including our website
and public-information van, to help resi-
dents learn strategies for green homes,
businesses and workplaces. Saving
money, feeling healthier and helping to
improve local air quality are just some of
the benefits.

Schools are preparing youngsters to
make good environmental choices, and
the county will support their efforts with
three measures: distributing grants based
on student proposals for recycling and
other school-based environmental
projects, providing free recycling bins
and deploying the county Hazmat team to
remove potentially dangerous chemicals.

In addition, the county will increase its
use of recycled paper products. Manufac-
turing paper from virgin material is a
notorious energy-gobbler, so switching
to recycled products makes a big differ-
ence. The county print shop is a shared
service and participating municipalities
can use the recycled paper option, too.

Job development is the second initia-
tive for 2008. The Workforce Competi-
tiveness Project, now entering its third
phase, will establish focus groups to iden-
tify areas of potential growth and develop
strategies for investing workforce re-
sources in those areas.

The third 2008 initiative targets pub-

2008 County Steps
Into The Future

lic-safety concerns. The county will set
up “First Alert,” an auto-contact service
to inform residents by telephone and elec-
tronic devices about emergencies, special
events and other contingencies.

The fourth and fifth 2008 initiatives
focus on our youth. Located in Plainfield
and later in Elizabeth, Youth One Stop
programs will provide complete job train-
ing, education, health and social services.
And, the Union County Schoolyards Ini-
tiative will help fund outdoor classrooms
that provide unique environments for
hands-on learning. In addition, the Kids
Recreation Trust Fund will once again
provide matching dollars to municipali-
ties for playgrounds, recreation equip-
ment and athletic scholarships.

Taken together, our five 2008 initia-
tives are designed to strengthen our com-
munities and support our economic pros-
pects while building a safer, healthier
environment for all. I am looking forward
to working with you, with my colleagues
on the freeholder board and with the en-
tire county family to accomplish this goal.

Campaign Briefs
Linda Stender

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Scotch Plains) of Fanwood announced
this week that she raised $615,000 and
surpassed her goal in the campaign for New
Jersey’s 7th-Congressional District. Her
campaign committee said first-time donors
provided $165,000 raised through the
website ActBlue. The Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee (DCCC)
made her campaign part of the “Red to
Blue” program.

Kelly Hatfield
Kelly Hatfield of Summit,GOP Candi-

date for Congress, said, “Here in New
Jersey, our hard-working families are
paying an average of 4.8 percent more for
food today than just one year ago. I will
not raise taxes in any way, shape or form,
and as their Representative in Washing-
ton, I will continue to speak out and to
fight against government waste and out-
of-control spending.”

From Dr  Desk 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email:DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

As I settle into a new year, I look back at the holiday season and 

feel blessed to have been surrounded by my loved ones. I realize 

that I was taking care of the needs of others and now I need to 

focus on myself.  I feel good when I have taken care of myself; and 

that allows me to be the best mom, wife, friend, teacher, and of 

course dentist that I can possibly be. 

I would encourage everyone to focus on themselves so they can 

feel the confidence that they are giving their best to their 

commitments. Good health is the most precious gift we can give 

ourselves and is the wisest investment we can make for our future.  

So join me in making those important calls to schedule 

appointments with our health care providers. Regular preventive 

care visits, a balanced diet , routine exercise, enjoying a hobby, 

connecting with friends and family, and recognizing which 

activities give you positive energy are all part of a healthy lifestyle. 

Good luck for a terrific 2008! 

   

Reading is
good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

February 2008 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Closed - February  18 (President’s Day)  

ADULT PROGRAMS
Feb 1 1:30  PM TGIF: Nat King Cole 
Feb 2 3:00 PM          Performance: “Voices Of Africa” 
Feb 5 10:00 AM Computer:  Homework 911 (for parents of school- 
  age children)
Feb 7 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Government and Legal Resources 
Feb 8 1:30  PM TGIF: Marian Anderson 
Feb 12 7:00  PM Baseball in NJ in the Era of the Color Line 
Feb 13 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Back to the Basics 
Feb 15 1:30  PM TGIF: Zora Neale Hurston 
Feb 21 7:00  PM Computer:  Homework 911 (for parents of school- 
  age children)
Feb 22 1:30  PM TGIF: Banjo Rascals 
Feb 27 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Microsoft Publisher for Beginners 
Feb 27 6:45  PM Literature and Medicine: A Community Dialogue 
Feb 29 1:30  PM TGIF: Classic Movie Week: “Murder Ahoy” 

                CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Feb 1,8,15, 22, 29     10:00 AM      Tots’ Storytime 
Feb 2  3:45 PM    Readers’ Theatre 
Feb 2, 9,16, 23  10:00AM        Chess  
Feb 5,12,19, 26     10:00 AM       Toddler’s Group 
Feb 5,12,19, 26     1:30 PM         Preschool Storytime 
                                 OR

Feb 6,13, 20,37        10:00 AM      Preschool Storytime 
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28       3:45 PM  Big Kids’ Storytime 
Feb 9 10:30 AM  Annie Hickman’s The Love Bug’s Hug 
Feb 23 10:30 AM     Stubby the Elephant 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 


