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AWARD RECIPIENTS…Rahway River Association Director Dennis Miranda,
left, presents an award to Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski;
Rahway Mayor James Kennedy, second from right, presents an award to James
Lynch, center, of the Union County Division of Engineering, during the Rahway
River Watershed conference at Schering-Plough in Kenilworth. They are joined
by Union County Engineer Tim Mettlen, right.

Kowalski Receives Rahway
River Watershed Award

KENILWORTH — The first
Martine Donofrio Champion of the
Rahway River Watershed Award, cre-
ated as a memorial to one of the area’s
active environmentalists, was pre-
sented January 12 during a State of
the Rahway River Conference at
Schering Plough Corporation head-
quarters in Kenilworth.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski received the award
“for her outstanding leadership and
strong commitment to conservation
issues,” said Dennis Miranda, execu-
tive director of the Rahway River
Association, sponsor of the daylong
conference.

Ms. Kowalski, freeholder chairman
last year, has supported policies that
protect natural resources, increase
open space and improve life through-
out the watershed, which encom-
passes much of Union County and
parts of Essex and Middlesex coun-
ties, Mr. Miranda said.

He cited the county’s acquisi-
tion of the four-acre Schwarz farm
and 10 forested acres formerly
owned by St. Agnes Roman Catho-
lic Church in Clark as examples. In
addition, he said the 150-acre Clark
Nature Preserve was transferred to
the county.

Ms. Kowalski has supported envi-
ronmental education programs such
as the Bioblitzes held the past three
years at Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Swamp Reservation and Watchung
Reservation, all county parks, under
the sponsorship of the RRA and the
county’s Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Facilities  and spoke out
in favor of the Green Acres bond
issue last year, Mr. Miranda said.

“Bette Jane Kowalski is that rare
elected leader who believes that en-
suring a high quality of life for her
constituents is inextricably tied to a
rich natural environment that is pro-
tected and managed for the benefit of

all,” Mr. Miranda said. “She is a posi-
tive, altruistic force, and I am privi-
leged to know her.”

The award was established as an
endowment developed jointly by the
Morris Land Conservancy and the
RRA to honor Martine Donofrio, who
died in April 2007.

A former chairwoman of the
Millburn Environmental Commis-
sion, Ms. Donofrio was “an ardent
environmentalist,” Mr. Miranda said.
She was one of the co-founders of
“Celebrate the Rahway River,” an
RRA outreach program that sponsors
nature walks, lectures and other events
throughout the year.

She also headed a Millburn task
force that decided to reduce the deer
herd to improve biodiversity in the
South Mountain Reservation.

Additional information is available
by calling (570) 228-1404 or visiting
rahwayriver.org.

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine, last week, signed into law
three bills introduced in the last legis-
lative session by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield). The varied
pieces of legislation reflect the
senator’s legislative priorities, includ-
ing healthcare and business reten-
tion.

As a member of the Senate Health,
Human Services and Senior Citi-
zens Committee, Senator Kean said
he has seen first-hand the abuse that
patients with developmental disabili-
ties have experienced in facilities,
particularly those outside of New
Jersey.

He said the newly enacted “Billy’s
Law” is part of a national movement
and that New Jersey’s law follows
the recent enactment of identical leg-
islation in the State of New York.
The bill requires the state to inspect
out-of-state schools and residential
facilities before allowing a disabled
person from New Jersey to attend
them. The law also creates a Council
on Out-of-State Placement of Chil-
dren, responsible for developing
guidelines for acceptable standards.
The council also would maintain a
list of schools and centers that meet
the guidelines.

“We must do all we can to protect
our most vulnerable citizens, who
are often helpless when neglected
and abused,” Mr. Kean said. “The
horrific accounts of abuse are a call
to action.”

The second piece of legislation
signed into law is a follow-up to a
previous law sponsored by Mr. Kean,
which created a New Jersey Disease
Management Study Commission. The
newly enacted statute requires the
study commission to consider the im-
pact that disease-management pro-
grams can have on health care sub-
sidy programs for New Jersey’s unin-
sured, such as NJ FamilyCare and
Medicaid.

Mr. Kean said some 78 percent of
health-care costs in the United States
are directly related to the treatment of
chronic disease. “Better management
of chronic diseases not only produces
better outcomes for patients but, with
a statewide focus on it, improved
efficiencies for NJ FamilyCare and
Medicaid.”

The final enactment is aimed at
stemming the tide of businesses mov-
ing jobs to less-expensive states by
making business retention a priority.
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Governor Signs Three
Kean Bills into Law

The bill would reduce, from 250 to 50,
the number of employees needed for a
business to qualify for the state’s Busi-
ness Retention and Relocation Assis-
tance Grant (BRRAG.) Under BRRAG,
New Jersey companies are eligible to
receive a state sales-tax exemption on
the purchase of equipment and other
expenses associated with a move that
results in the consolidation/relocation
of jobs in New Jersey. Most New Jersey
businesses employ less than 100 people,
Mr. Kean said.

“New Jersey’s business climate is a
disaster,” Mr. Kean said. “The past
six years of anti-business policies have
taken a terrible toll on our state’s
economy, shrinking our tax base and
forcing businesses to relocate. Those
policies have hurt small-business
owners, whose companies create the
lion’s share of new high-wage jobs.
We need to continue to create incen-
tives that encourage businesses to stay
in New Jersey.”

Countywide Recycling
To Be Held on Saturdays

COUNTY – Countywide House-
hold Hazardous Waste Collection
Days will be held from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the following Saturdays:

March 29, at Union County Col-
lege on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

May 17, at Lucent Technologies on
600 Mountain Avenue in New Provi-
dence.

August 9, at Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools on 1775
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

October 18, at Union County Col-
lege on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

Countywide Computer and Elec-
tronics Recycling Days will be held
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the following
dates:

April 12, at Lucent Technologies
on 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

June 7, at Union County College
on Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

September 27, at Lucent Technolo-
gies on 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

November 1, at Schering Plough
on Galloping Hill Road in Kenilworth.

For more information, contact the
Union County Bureau of Environ-
mental Services Hotline at (908) 654-
9889 or see unioncountynj.org/re-
cycle.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

SUPER BOWL
SPECIAL

homemade turkey chili

sirloin chili

sausage and peppers

baked ziti

stuffed cabbage

. . . and much more

Visit us during Catholic Schools Week! 
A Special Open House Event

Tuesday, January 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.

Presentations • Classroom Observation •Music • Tours • and more!   
Call 908-322-4265 to reserve your space. 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW
ACADEMY
STRIVE • BUILD  • ACHIEVE

Pre-K through Grade 8  

2032 Westfield Avenue • Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 •www.stbacademy.org

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUTUAL CONGRATULATIONS…Michael Brinker receives congratulations
from Rosalie Berger on his appointment as executive director of Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority following Thursday night’s meeting. Mr. Brinker congratu-
lated Ms. Berger on her retirement from the RVSA’s board of commissioners.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board
of commissioners last Thursday ap-
proved the authority’s $25-million
operating budget for 2008 by a 6-4
margin. The commissioners also ap-
pointed Michael Brinker as the per-
manent executive director and an-
nounced the retirement of
Springfield’s commissioner, Rosalie
Berger.

Clark, Cranford, Rahway, and
Woodbridge voted against adoption
of the spending plan. Kenilworth’s
commissioner, former mayor Gregg
David, was not present.

The budget, as approved, represents
a 4.9-percent increase over the 2007
budget, officials said. Commissioners
who voted against the budget expressed
their views that the budget should have
been reduced by 0.9 per cent (about
$135,000) to support the requirement
limiting the 11 member towns to no
more than a 4-percent increase in taxes
without a state waiver.

While the operating budget is $25
million, an accumulated surplus of
about $6 million is being used to re-
duce municipal assessments to $19
million, officials said.

Commissioners have said Rahway
has chosen to create a sewer utility,
which would remove the costs of
processing sewerage from residents’
tax bills by charging residents di-
rectly for this service. In addition to
residents and businesses, tax-exempt
non-profits, such as houses of wor-
ship, would now be billed for sewer-
age costs.  Other municipalities, in-

cluding Clark, are considering simi-
lar actions. Rahway officials have
said the move is intended to keep the
city’s tax levy increase at 4 percent or
below under a new state mandate.

In other business, the RVSA ap-
pointed Mr. Brinker as executive direc-
tor. He had served as interim executive
director since March 2006 and joined
the authority in 2002 as chief engineer.
Prior to that, he worked for Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor, a Warren-based
architectural firm, and for the Joint
Meeting of Essex and Union Counties.

Ms. Berger had served as
Springfield’s commissioner for 22
years. After initially serving for 12
years, she took a five-year hiatus be-
fore returning for 10 more years.

Ms. Berger spent her career work-
ing at Clara Maas Memorial Hospital
in Belleville. A retirement dinner is
planned in her honor during February.

During his report, Brian Hak, legal
counsel for the authority, reported
that a title search of the property on
which Garwood had constructed its
Department of Public Works garage
properly showed an RVSA easement.

He said he would draft an agree-
ment with the borough in order to
protect the authority against damage
and guarantee access, if required. He
said the alternative would force the
borough to move the garage, which
has stood at that location for years.

RVSA’s legal committee is review-
ing municipality rules for video re-
cording meetings, with the intent to
establish a firm policy. Officials are
said to prefer a single-location, no-
lights policy. Photography would
likely remain unrestricted.

Rajoppi Reminds Public
About Registration

ELIZABETH – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urged registered vot-
ers to apply for Presidential Primary
absentee ballots if they want to vote
off-site due to the unpredictability of
the weather on Presidential Primary
Day, Tuesday, February 5.

 “I am urging any voter who may not
be able to go to the polls in inclement
weather to vote absentee this year so
they do not miss an opportunity to cast
their vote in this historic election,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Applications for absentee ballots are
available at all municipal buildings in
Union County and at public libraries by
calling  (908) 527-4360 or viewing
ucnj.org/ctyclerk/election.html.

Absentee-ballot applications
need to be postmarked by Tuesday,
January 29, in order to be pro-
cessed.

RVSA Adopts $25-Mil.
Budget; Berger Retires


