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Corzine to Discuss Restructuring
At UCC’s Cranford Campus
Governor Jon Corzine will hold one

of his Town Hall meetings at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford, on Wednesday,
January 30, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Roy W. Smith Theater. Anyone inter-
ested in attending the event must RSVP
by calling (609) 777-2212 or by e-
mail to Union.rsvp@gov.state.nj.us.

Lesniak Wants Rt. 440
Tolls Dropped From Plan

State Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Union) has said he will not sponsor
Governor Jon Corzine’s financial-re-
structuring and debt-reduction pro-
gram unless the Governor pulls his
proposal to place tolls on Route 440.

Route 440 connects the New Jersey
Turnpike to the Garden State Parkway
and provides access to Staten Island.

Gilfillan to Serve as Comm.
Director for NJ Clinton Campaign

The Hillary Clinton for President
Campaign has announced that Brendan
Gilfillan will serve as communica-
tions director for its New Jersey cam-
paign, according to an e-mail from the
campaign. He had served as a spokes-
man for Governor Jon Corzine before
leaving the job in November.

Conn. Seeks to Sell Bonds
For Teacher Pensions

Connecticut Governor Jodi Rell last
week announced that the state’s bond
commission is expected to approve
on Friday, January 25, the sale of $2
billion in pension-obligation bonds
to help close a $6.9-billion, long-
term liability in the state teachers’
pension fund.

The legislation, signed by Gover-
nor Rell, also requires the state to
fund the Teachers’ Retirement Fund
at 100 percent of the actuarially rec-
ommended contribution each year
over the life of the bonds, according
to the Connecticut Education Asso-
ciation website.

Judge Dismisses Complaint;
Commerce Sale Proceeding

The Associated Press reported Fri-
day that a judge said he will not stop
the $8.5-billion sale of Cherry Hill-
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based Commerce Bancorp to Toronto-
based TD Bank Financial. Two Com-
merce shareholders have sued over the
sale, which is expected to close next
month. In the suit, the shareholders
claimed Commerce’s chief negotiator
in the sale, George Norcross, had a
conflict of interest. The former Com-
merce executive is a Democratic po-
litical boss in New Jersey.

Mr. Norcross bought the
company’s insurance business after
completing the details of the Com-
merce sale transaction. The lawsuit
charged that the $121 million he
paid was only about half of the
company’s value. The judge ruled
that the complaint has no merit.

Codey May Drop Edwards
For Clinton or Obama

New Jersey State Senate President
Richard Codey said last week he was
considering switching his support to
either Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama
if John Edwards finished third or below
in the Nevada caucus on January 19,
according to politickernj.com. Mr.
Edwards received only 4 percent of the
vote and trails Hillary Cilinton (236)
and Barak Obama (148) with only 50
total delegates to date.
NJTPA Elects Zellman New Chair

Of Transportation Authority
Sussex County Freeholder Susan

Zellman has been elected as the new
chairman of the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority (NJTPA)
by the NJTPA board of trustees. She
replaces Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who served as chairman from
2006 to 2008. He is serving as vice-
chairman of the NJTPA’s Freight Ini-
tiatives Committee this year.

Inspector Gen.’s Office Charges
Nwk Workers with Stealing Gas
The Newark Inspector General’s

Office last Thursday announced
charges against five municipal work-
ers who allegedly used their city-is-
sued gasoline cards to give themselves
and their friends 17,500 gallons of free
gasoline, according to nj.com.

Another employee has been
charged with stealing a breast-can-
cer-donation can from his Division of
Traffic and Signals office, while a
temporary worker allegedly forged
co-workers’ signatures on small loans.

Ex-Assistant Prosecutor
To Face Drug Charges

Former Union County assistant
prosecutor Jason Matey, 28, is due in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth on
Thursday, January 31,on cocaine-
possession and possession-of-drug-
paraphernalia charges, according to
The Star-Ledger. Mr. Matey’s attor-
ney, Casey Woodruff, told The Led-
ger the complaint was filed following
a motor-vehicle stop.

SECURING FEDERAL FUNDS… U.S. Senator Robert Menendez, left, an-
nounces the delivery of up to $88 million in federal funding for Liberty Corridor
projects during a news conference at the Jersey Gardens outlet mall in Elizabeth
on January 15 as Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage, center, and Union County
Manager George Devanney look on. The Liberty Corridor projects include the
Tremley Point access connector road in Linden and the North Avenue Corridor
Improvement Project in Elizabeth.

Corzine Signs Gang-
Criminality Legislation

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) has
joined with Assembly Majority
Leader Bonnie Watson Coleman (LD-
15, Camden) to pass a gang-criminal-
ity bill, Assembly Bill 4582.

The legislation was unanimously
passed by both the Assembly and Sen-
ate on January 7 and received Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s signature on Janu-
ary 13. This bipartisan effort creates
the offense of “gang criminality and
promoting organized street crime.” A
person would be found guilty of this
offense if he or she commits or at-
tempts to commit a crime as part of
street-gang activity. This new law in-
creases penalties imposed on gang
members during sentencing.

County Garners $400,000
Emergency Response Grant
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced last week the receipt of a
$275,000 federal homeland-security
grant that will be used to purchase a
new state-of-the-art mobile labora-
tory for identifying hazardous sub-
stances. Another federal homeland
security grant of $123,900 will pro-
vide first responders in Union County
with regional identification cards to
speed their access to emergency sites.

“Union County is home to an area
known as the most dangerous two
miles in America because of its nu-
merous chemical facilities,” Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada said.
“With the new mobile lab and uni-
form credentialing, our first respond-
ers can move more quickly to contain
emergencies and protect the public.”

The new Hazardous Materials Iden-
tification Mobile Laboratory is a 25-
foot vehicle that will provide an en-
closed, secure space for testing and
identifying unknown substances. It is
equipped to evaluate chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, nuclear and ex-
plosive material, as well as potential
weapons of mass destruction.

“In a Hazmat emergency, the clock
is ticking, and the mobile lab will save
valuable time,” Mr. Estrada said. “Our
responders can get to work immedi-
ately instead of having to unpack and
set up the necessary equipment.”

The new Countywide Responder
Identification Card Program will also
enhance emergency response by en-
abling properly credentialed first re-
sponders to enter the secured site of
an emergency without delay.

Union County will provide the new
identification cards to county first

responders and to police, fire, Hazmat,
EMS and public-health officers in all
21 municipalities.

The federal Urban Areas Security
Initiative (UASI) allocated both of the
grants to Union County. Currently, 47
regions are designated for UASI funds.

Overlook, County to Sign
$100,000 MusicFest Pact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager George Devanney an-
nounced last Thursday that the county
plans to enter into a three-year,
$100,000 agreement with Overlook
Hospital to co-sponsor the county’s
annual MusicFest event.

The Overlook revenue-sharing
agreement breaks down to $33,000
for MusicFest events in 2008, 2009
and 2010. The board of Chosen Free-
holders is expected to vote on the
agreement at tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Devanney told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Overlook would
also sponsor this year’s Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee concerts at an
additional $20,000.

“We are interested in increasing
our revenue (from MusicFest), and
this is a big first step,” Mr. Devanney
said.

Last year, Overlook sponsored the
main stage for MusicFest, which in-
cluded such acts as Chuck Berry,
Fountains of Wayne and Live. The
county manager said, “given the suc-
cess of last year,” Overlook wanted to
have a “larger role” in this year’s
event, scheduled for Friday and Sat-
urday, September 5 and 6, at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

In other business, Union County
Undersheriff Joe Cryan came before
the board to request approval for this
year’s Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram (SLAP). Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Clark, Roselle and Roselle
Park are among the towns participat-
ing in the program. Mr. Cryan said
the county would receive $216,791
from fees collected for the program.

Towns receive general maintenance
work such as roadside or park cleanup
in return for paying daily salary for
the sheriff’s officer assigned to
S.L.A.P. inmates. According to the
sheriff’s website, the program, initi-
ated in 1993, involves “non-violent
offenders.” Inmates pay a $20 admin-
istrative fee to participate in the pro-
gram.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon of
Union asked how participating towns
are chosen. Mr. Cryan replied that the
sheriff’s department chooses the
towns.

“We don’t have enough prisoner
flow” to expand the program at this
time, he said. “We have a waiting list
[of towns], including Union.”

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi requested approval from the
freeholders for her office to enter into
a $37,500 contract with High Plains
Technology of Fargo, N.D., to con-
vert the county’s Image Integration
System programs to the Real Vision
Inc. imaging system. She said High
Plains “is the only vendor” qualified
to convert the images.

She also has asked the board to

approve a $39,830 contract with
Wisolmerski Associates, Inc. of Pem-
broke Pines, Fla., for computer-sup-
port services to upgrade recording
and indexing systems in the county
clerk’s office.

The board was also presented with
a resolution request approving the
county surrogate office’s five-year
plan utilizing the Surrogate’s Trust
Fund.

Deputy Surrogate Jo Ann Schwab
told the board the plan includes con-
verting data and records management
to computer images. She said more
than 200,000 images of records have
been converted dating back to 1992.
She said the last 10 years of data will
be available on-line. Ms. Schwab also
said the money would be used to pay
for the renovation of the surrogate’s
records room.

The board will also vote tonight on
a resolution to enter into a $4.5-mil-
lion agreement with the state’s De-
partment of Transportation for the
county’s capital transportation pro-
gram.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering and public works, said the
projects would encompass resurfac-
ing projects, traffic signals and im-
provements to bridges and culverts.

Other resolutions on tonight’s agenda
include the county’s consent to new
traffic signals at Midway and Martine
Avenues, La Grande and Martine Av-
enues, Watson Road and Martine Av-
enue and North and Martine Avenues,
all in Fanwood, as well the traffic sig-
nalization at East Broad Street, Central
and Mountain Avenues in Westfield.

Mr. Graziano said a new state law
requires ordinances for all traffic sig-
nals and county consent when county
roads are involved.

The freeholders will also vote on a
resolution supporting Westfield’s re-
quest for $174,706 Federal Local
Safety Program grant for safety up-
grades at the intersection of East
Broad and Elm Streets.

Deloitte Financial Buys
Barasso Consulting

WESTFIELD – Deloitte Financial
Advisory Services LLP (Deloitte
FAS) has acquired Barrasso Consult-
ing LLC, a firm specializing in plan-
ning and executing litigation-discov-
ery programs.

Based in Westfield, Barrasso Con-
sulting was founded in 1989 by Diane
Barrasso. The firm specializes in
electronic and hard-copy data col-
lection and document review, which
allows companies to organize files
and respond more quickly and effi-
ciently in the event of litigation.

As part of the transaction,
Barrasso Consulting will be fully
integrated within Deloitte FAS’
Forensic and Dispute Services prac-
tice as a new service line, called
Document Review Services. Ap-
proximately 80 Barrasso Consult-
ing professionals will form the foun-
dation of this new service line, in-
cluding Ms. Barrasso.

 Ms. Barrasso has 19 years of liti-
gation process management experi-
ence. She earned her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Lehigh Uni-
versity and a doctorate degree from
the Waksman Institute of Rutgers Uni-
versity and the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Lowney to Be Installed
As Grand Marshal

COUNTY — Jim Lowney, Sr. will
be installed as the Grand Marshal of
the 2008 Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade during an Investiture Mass
at St. Genevieve Church in Elizabeth
on Saturday, February 9 at 2 p.m.

All are invited to attend the Inves-
titure Mass. A reception for the Grand
Marshal will follow at 4 p.m. at the
Blackthorn Restaurant and Irish Pub,
located at 652 North Michigan Av-
enue in Kenilworth.

Admission to the reception is $25 per
person and includes draught beer, wine,
soda and food. Live Irish entertainment
will be provided by Ian Gallagher.

For more information or tickets for
the reception, contact Jim Lowney,
Jr. at (848) 448-6885 or
jimlowneyphoto@yahoo.com.

Jim Lowney, Sr., a columnist for
Irish-American newspapers, will lead
the 12th Annual Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 15, on Morris Av-
enue in Union.

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets 

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAPPHIRE*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$410 $219
$550 $299
$1260 $699
$1940 $1049

SUGG. SALE
$550 $299
$700 $389
$1620 $899
$2420 $1349

SUGG. SALE

$750 $409
$890 $499
$2020 $1099
$2990 $1649

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Comfort, comfort.
and a free comforter!

SAVE 35-50%
on Shifman Handcrafted Mattresses*

A N D  R E C E I V E  A  F R E E  D OW N  C O M F O RT E R *

Indulge yourself in the handmade
luxury of a Shifman mattress. A 
mattress so comfortable you can
hardly wait to climb into bed at
night. A mattress that leaves you
refreshed and invigorated. 
it’s always a great value. Come in
now to enjoy real savings and 
a free down comforter.

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE

$1100 $599
$1330 $739
$2900 $1599
$4170 $2299


