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STANDS OUT…This albino deer is spotted January 11 in the wooded backyard
of Lisa Milo on Duncan Drive in Scotch Plains. Several sightings of the deer also
have been reported on Rahway Avenue and Swans Mill Lane.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL HOUSE...Members of the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission discuss
multiple issues Monday night during their meeting at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Advancements pending in upgrading the township’s website to enable
online registration for events was a leading subject.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANY MORE INFORMATION?…Township police continue to seek witnesses to last Thursday’s hit-and-run of a pedestrian
at the corner of Park and Westfield Avenues. A county worker has been cited for the incident, but police hope additional
witnesses will bolster their case.

Police Unaware of Letter
Alleging Deer Shootings

Scotch Plains Police Arrest
Two Car Burglary Suspects

SP Recreation Commission
To Begin Online Registration

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police said they are unaware of a
letter that was deposited earlier this
month in the mailboxes of some
southside residents that warned of
an individual driving through resi-
dential neighborhoods shooting deer.

The unsigned letter, which is
dated December 30 and was made
available to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, is typewritten and
contains a number of spelling and
grammatical errors. It warns
southside residents that, “Several
times during the week in the early
morning hours, a person(s) has been
seen driving a truck shooting deer
in your neighborhood. This person
has a silenser [sic] on his (her) rifel
[sic] and shoots not only doe, but
their young fawns.”

The writer of the letter added,
“We have tried to apprehend this
person(s) without any success. It
seems he is untouchable by the law.”

The letter, received by residents of
Chip-Lou Lane and possibly other
nearby streets, was delivered prior to
the start of the deer management pro-
gram in the Ashbrook Reservation.

Police Lieutenant Brian Donnelly
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the letter “is news to me”
and that  no residents have contacted
the township’s police department
about anyone shooting deer outside
the reservation or outside the aus-
pices of the deer-management pro-
gram that began on January 12.

Chip-Lou Lane resident George
Gowen told The Times he considered
contacting the police after receiving
the letter but felt that doing so “would
only be dignifying a crackpot.”

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police arrested two Passaic
County women last week after they
admitted to burglarizing 20 motor
vehicles during a four-day crime
spree on the north side of Scotch
Plains.

According to police, Michelle
Jackson, 27, of Prospect Park was
charged with multiple counts of bur-
glary and theft. She was transferred
to the Essex County jail on a pre-
existing no-bail warrant.

The other suspect, a 17-year-
old juvenile from Paterson, faces
pending theft  and burglary
charges.

Both suspects confessed to being
members of the Bloods street gang,
and told police that they were di-
rected to carry out the burglaries by
the gang, police said.

On January 15 at 2:30 a.m., a Vic-
tor Street resident observed two

people entering an unlocked car. The
resident called the police and respond-
ing officers discovered two females
walking in the area. The suspects
then admitted to breaking into all of
the cars, according to police who
said, the burglary spree lasted from
January 11 until the suspects were
caught on January 15.

According to police, the thefts were
concentrated on the north side of
Scotch Plains, specifically in the area
surrounding Cook, Montague and
Union Avenues.

“Several thousand dollars of items
were stolen, including iPods, GPS
devices, cash and small electronics,”
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly of the
Scotch Plains Police Department told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment said it is working with neigh-
boring police forces and other law-
enforcement agencies to determine
whether the robberies were part of a
larger, statewide robbery spree.

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission is up-
grading the township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, to enable resi-
dents to register online for recreation
programs.

“This will make things much easier
for everyone. We will have it online
over the next 30 to 60 days,” Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio said at Mon-
day night’s commission meeting.

A software program, Community
Pass, was installed last year, enabling
individuals to register for member-
ship and pay for rounds at the Scotch
Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

This next phase will allow people
to access Community Pass through a
link on the township’s website and to
register for recreation programs
online, Mr. Poerio told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Concurrently or shortly thereafter,
he said individuals would be able to
register and pay for programs online
with a credit card, making the recre-
ation department the first department
in the township to have this system up
and running.

Community Pass, which manufac-
turers the software was paid $2,500
for the setup and will be paid an
annual licensing fee of $5,000.

The commission also announced
progress with the field lighting at
VoTech and renovations at the recre-
ation garage where supplies are stored.

Mr. Poerio described the renova-
tions as “housekeeping,” rather than
any additions or renovations to the
facility itself, saying it would not

impact the Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works’ portion of the ga-
rage.

He said the work involves “remov-
ing a lot of old shelves, old equip-
ment, renovating the interior, starting
to epoxy the floor and hanging peg-
boards.” While there is not a specific
deadline for completing this work, he
noted that it is “moving along.”

According to Mr. Poerio, the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools’
field should be up and running by the
spring. Construction Official/Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta told The Times
all necessary permits had been issued
and inspections passed.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Booster Club requested to
hold a fundraiser at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on a Friday or Saturday
night. The proposed event would in-
clude karaoke and dancing. The com-
mission has rules that prohibit teen
events at the facility on Friday or
Saturday nights due to incidents in-
volving vandalism and police activ-
ity in the past.

“I would like to help these guys
out, but we used to have a lot of
trouble in the past,” commissioner
Douglas Layne said.

“I know they are strapped for funds,
so maybe they could choose another
time instead of a Friday or Saturday
night. If we do it for one group, we
will have to do it for all,” Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali said.

Winter recreation programs began
this week. A youth ski trip to Shawnee
Park in Pennsylvania, sponsored by
the recreation department, will be
held on Friday, February 8.

SP Police Cite County Employee
In Hit-and-Run of Pedestrian

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police last week cited a Union County
employee for a hit-and-run incident
at the corner of Park and Westfield
Avenues that injured a female pedes-
trian.

Donald Picciaro of Roselle
Park, who works for the Union
County Department of Public
Works, was charged with two
motor vehicle violations, accord-
ing to Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly, for the incident that
occurred at 12:50 p.m. on Janu-
ary 17.

Lt. Donnelly told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
unidentified woman was cross-
ing Westfield Avenue at the cor-
ner of Park Avenue when Mr.
Picciaro, driving a county truck,
turned left from Park Avenue and
struck the woman. Witnesses re-
ported that a yellow truck with

red lettering on its side had left the
accident scene, and Lt. Donnelly said
“a combination of witnesses and good
police work” led law-enforcement
personnel last Friday to Front Street,
where the county was doing road-
work.

Mr. Picciaro, according to Lt.

Donnelly, told police he wasn’t sure
if he had hit something when turn-
ing from Park Avenue. Lt. Donnelly
said there was no evidence of alco-
hol or drugs or a deliberate attempt
to injure the woman, who was trans-
ported to Robert Wood Johnson Hos-
pital with non-life-threatening in-

juries.
“We’re treating it as a mere

accident,” Lt. Donnelly said.
“Nothing indicates that he will-
ingly hit her.”

Township police with charged
Mr. Picciaro with leaving the
scene of an accident involving
bodily injury and with failure to
report a motor-vehicle accident.

Township police have placed
an electronic sign near the acci-
dent scene seeking witnesses and
further information, and Lt.
Donnelly said the sign would
remain in place “in case we get
other witnesses who will bolster
our case.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREE AT LAST...The area celebrates Martin
Luther King Day on Monday as flowers are placed
at the memorial on South Avenue in Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIANTS FRENZY...Area fans puff up for the Giants in support of their trip to the
Super Bowl after Sunday’s win over Green Bay. Mannequins above decorate the
storefront of Alfredo’s Deli on Second Street in Scotch Plains.

FW Recreation Commission
Discusses Budget Cuts

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With rising pen-
sion and health care costs squeezing
the borough’s pocketbook, the
Fanwood Borough Council is asking
departments to consider cutbacks in
the coming year.

“We’re looking for reductions
throughout,” said Councilman David
Valian. “We want to see what every-
one can give back before we see where
we are at.”

Mr. Valian spoke at Tuesday
evening’s meeting of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, where mem-
bers of the commission considered
two budgets — both of which would
have the commission spending less
than it did last year.

Bob Budiansky, the borough’s rec-
reation director, presented two po-

tential versions of the 2008 recre-
ation commission budget at the
commission’s first meeting of the new
year.

The proposals cut the recreation
budget between 5 and 10 percent,
respectively. The recreation commis-
sion came in just under its $36,925
budget in 2007, he said. Under the
two proposals, the commission would
operate with a budget of either
$35,080 or $33,230 in the 2008 bud-
get year.

One potential casualty of the bud-
get crunch would be the borough’s
assistant recreation director. The po-
sition has been vacant since the previ-
ous assistant director resigned in
August. Eliminating the position
would free up $4,000, and Mr.
Budiansky said that, given the cost,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Township Budget Process
Delayed by State Cap Regs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With state
officials still finalizing the details of
the new tax levy cap regulations for
municipal governments, the township
budget process this year is expected
to be pushed back several weeks,
according to Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

He told the township council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday that
“there is a lot of mixed opinion from
Trenton” regarding the interpretation
of new regulations limiting munici-
pal property tax increases to about 4
percent.

As a result, the state is recom-

mending that local governments de-
lay introducing their annual budgets
by a month. Presently, municipalities
with calendar-year budgets are sup-
posed to adopt their budgets by March
21, although, as Mr. Atkins said, few
actually do so. The new deadline will
be April 21.

In recent years, the township has
introduced its annual budget in late
March or early April and then for-
mally adopted the spending plan a
month later. Mr. Atkins has usually
presented his budget recommenda-
tions to council members in late Janu-
ary. He said on Tuesday that he would
present his appropriations proposals
on February 15, along with “a very

basic guideline” of the township’s
interpretation of the tax levy cap regu-
lations while waiting for formal guid-
ance from state officials.

The cap regulations also apply to
local expenditures, which are gener-
ally not allowed to increase by more
than about 3.5 percent.

“This is going to be a tough budget
process,” Mr. Atkins said, adding that
the next two years “are going to be
worse.” Mr. Atkins told the council he
anticipates holding budget meetings
taking place from March into early
April, with the budget being intro-
duced sometime in April.

In advance of the budget delibera-
tions, Mr. Atkins told the council that
the state-mandated increase in fund-
ing for the Scotch Plains library this
year would only be 5.3 percent versus
the 12.4 percent increase last year.

In addition, several representatives
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) met with the coun-
cil Tuesday to discuss the $372,000
credit the township is receiving from
RVSA this year. The credit, which is
partly the result of an unexpected
fund surplus due to certain construc-
tion contracts not being completed, is
being distributed to the utility’s 11
member towns.

Joan Papen, the township’s repre-
sentative to RVSA, said she and sev-
eral other commissioners had favored
spreading the credit over several years
in an effort to lessen the annual fee
increases being paid by member
towns, but that a majority of commis-
sioners advocated a one-year payout.

RVSA is nearing completion of a
court-ordered $200 million facilities
upgrade that was financed by steep
annual fee increases for its member
towns over the past several years. The
$372,000 credit will reduce this year’s
initially-expected fee increase of
about $450,000 to about $108,000.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, warned the council that
with Scotch Plains’ fee this year be-
ing about $1.22 million — instead of
$1.6 million, thanks to the credit —
next year’s fee increase will be more
than 50 percent higher, or about
$700,000, to reach the $1.9 million
level that was set forth by RVSA
several years ago.


