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County Needs Volunteers
For Teen Arts Festival

COUNTY – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an op-
portunity for volunteers to get in-
volved with the arts.

The Union County Teen Arts Fes-
tival, sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal,
is a two-day celebration of the arts
held annually at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford.

The event, scheduled for Thurs-
day and Friday, March 6 and 7, is
open to all students from public,
private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,000 students partici-
pate in performances, critiquing
seminars, master classes and work-
shops with a staff of 50 professional
artists in every discipline – visual
art, music, creative writing, theater
and dance,” Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board, said.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage per-
formance sites and staff informa-
tion stations,” she added.

Anyone interested in any of these
activities should contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth.

For more information, call (908)

558-2550. Relay Users call 1-800-
852-7899 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

Paul Thomas Anderson’s There Will
Be Blood, about the early days of the
oil business in America, paints a strik-
ing portrait of human striving at once
magnificent and repulsive. Its essence
personified by Daniel Day-Lewis’s
prospector/tycoon Daniel Plainview,
it details a poetically fitting birth for
what the industry has come to sym-
bolize.

Based, albeit loosely, on Upton
Sinclair’s 1927 novel, “Oil,” auteur
Anderson’s adaptation breathes new
life into the famed muckraker’s cause.
While taking liberties in time and
place, it is nonetheless eloquent in
constructing just how the century-old
stranglehold was achieved. It is mes-
merizing both on a personal and ep-
ochal scale.

Act 1, Scene 1, a man struggles at
the bottom of a pit. He is undoubtedly
of estimable determination. Day fol-
lows day. You feel the undying effort,
parsed into little segments of failure
and success by Anderson’s knowing
sense of cinematic storytelling. Save
for the frustrated noises of a lonely
shovel, it might as well be a silent
film.

He breaks a leg. Still, nothing is
spoken, only a primal scream. He
continues, undaunted, his sights on
the prize. By now we’ve surmised it’s
do or die. He is uncommon. And
because we were raised to believe in
fairness, we’re not at all surprised
when, at long last, he discovers oil.

But, what kind of a man is he? Yes,
he’s motivated, driven, and now, alas,
successful in the only way that most
Americans care. Still, because we
were also weaned on fairy tales, we
prefer our protagonists moral. But
even if we’ve grown up, our expecta-
tions now tempered with the toler-
ance a dose of reality fosters, matters
of conscience are up to him.

Ready to prime that primeval
pump for all it’s worth is a young
religious zealot played by Paul
Dano. Complicating matters, which
include a slightly mystical if not
confusing twist regarding a twin,
Eli Sunday’s family owns the piece
of land in Little Boston, Calif., that
will prove crucial to Daniel’s for-
tune. The holy man is ambitious,
too.

The ensuing parable, a brutally
beautiful period piece that weaves
multifarious strands of philosophy,
including, but not limited to, the na-
ture of humanity, is exquisitely filmed.
Historically pertinent and momen-
tous without self-consciously draw-
ing attention to the process, there are
pronouncements, whimsical and dire,
about the pageant of time.

We’re reminded that while inven-
tion changes the way things look and
feel, it shouldn’t be misconstrued that

technology makes humankind any
more or less canny. Man is out to
survive, especially Daniel Plainview.
In his case that means always running
at the head of the pack, perennially
scheming to stay there, even if it
means, well, you’ll see.

These opposing dipoles utilized to
tell the tale, the emphasis is on Mr.
Plainview, the pioneer, the capitalist.
Challenging him at every turn, pious
Eli Sunday proves his nemesis. Blame
our cynicism on centuries of experi-
ence. But the latter, while initially
mysterious, is ultimately transparent.
Daniel’s motivation is a constant in-
trigue.

Yet there is a great little literary
mechanism supplied to help mine the
oilman’s enigmatic impetus. Shortly
after his financial success is a fait
accompli, lo and behold, a fellow
(Kevin J. O’Connor) claiming to be
his long-lost half-brother surfaces.
He says he only wishes to be with his
kin, and to work. Our newly minted
mogul readjusts gears.

Call it the blood may be thicker
than oil segment. Snippets of dia-
logue as the two discuss separately
shared memories of back home in
Fond du Lac make for a privileged
peek into Plainview’s ID. His guard
slightly down, he allows that he
doesn’t see much good in the world.
Perhaps that’s all the rationalization
he needs.

He further informs that he must
always win, that he detests seeing
anyone else succeed. But the admis-
sions rarely address our curiosity con-
cerning H.W. Plainview (Dillon
Freasier), a peculiar child whom
Daniel routinely introduces as his
son and only partner. A tragic acci-
dent connected to a major oil find
plays out with the irony of Greek
drama.

It directs us to one more shard of
Daniel’s otherwise concealed vulner-
ability. To continue his questionable
path to glory, he sends H.W. away to
a special school. Implied criticism of
the move by some Standard Oil men
trying to buy him out for $1 million
results in a rage that speaks volumes
about his nature.

However, as concerns Eli Sunday’s
coercions, Daniel treads carefully. You
see, early on, the self-styled shepherd
gets something on him. It’s a Machia-
vellian field day. The profuse
moralisms are astute, not the least of
which counsels that, if neither party
aspires to a happy medium, chances
are, as the title forewarns, There Will
Be Blood.

* * *
There Will Be Blood, rated R, is a

Paramount Vantage release directed
by Paul Thomas Anderson and stars
Daniel Day-Lewis, Paul Dano and
Dillon Freasier. Running time: 158
minutes.

GOING OUT LIKE A LAMB…The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., will
perform Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb and Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana
on Saturday, January 19, at 8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church in Summit. For
more information, see above.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

There Will Be Blood:
But is it Thicker Than Oil?

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Sisters sometimes
remember their collective childhood
experiences differently. Perhaps what
they recall becomes a personal truth.

In Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) recent offering of Crimes of the
Heart by Beth Henley, three sisters are
brought together by two immediate
tragedies while experiencing old de-
mons individually and collectively.

When the show opened on Broad-
way in 1978, it had already won a
Pulitzer Prize and was nominated for a
numerous other awards.

The play has its good moments —
tender, poignant, clever and sweet —
but those moments are diffused by long
lulls of exposition that are not really
funny, telling or even necessary. The
play is at least 15 minutes too long.

So, why should anyone want to see
WCP’s version that opened to a full
house on January 5 and runs through
this Saturday, January 19?

The superior acting will engage any-
one who understands the term “sibling
rivalry.”

Set in the Magrath sisters’ house in
Hazlehurst, Miss., at the end of the
1970s, the two-act play gives a glimpse
of what it’s like to bear the weight of
emotional and psychological burdens
for decades. Unanswered questions
plague all three Southern belles, who
vary in personality and temperament.

Lenny Magrath (Faith Dowgin) cel-
ebrates her milestone 40th birthday by
lighting birthday candles —sans a cake
—and singing the happy-day song to
herself. As the caretaker of Granddaddy,
an unseen elderly patriarch who is
tucked away in a hospital after suffer-
ing a major stroke, Lenny has never
spent much time on herself.

Thus, dowdy outfits and frumpy old-
lady oxford shoes mirror her low self-
image.

In dramatic contrast is the glamorous
Meg Magrath, (Lynn Langone) the
middle child who pops pills and swills
bourbon; she’s a failed singer who went
off to Hollywood to make her fortune,
only to return to this house a broken
would-be star.

The second tragedy that brings the
three girls together again is baby sister
Babe’s shooting of her husband.

Thirty-four-year-old Babe, (Syndi
Szabo) out on bail, lamely explains to
family members why she shot her hus-
band, the richest man in the county. “I
just didn’t like his looks,” she confesses
in her best Southern drawl.

Truly, It’s a Crime
Worth Investigating
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Of course there is plenty of back-
story to give the gals, their obnoxiously
condescending cousin Chick Boyle (Liz
Azukas), Meg’s former lover Doc Por-
ter (John Schweska) and Babe’s lawyer
Barnette Lloyd (Al Contursi) some-
thing to gab about.

Unfortunately, we are supposed to be
interested in the storyline, but we aren’t.

What we are interested in is the su-
perb acting, especially of the four
women.

Ms. Dowgin portrays, quite convinc-
ingly, Lenny’s heartbreak of a lonely
birthday and the frustration of knowing
that growing up, she was not the fa-
vored child.

Ms. Langone’s Meg isn’t overdone,
despite the long drunken scene. She
credibly could be Doc’s downfall, with
her seductive nature and outrageous
wardrobe designed by costumer Anna
MacNiven.

Ms. Szabo’s Babe is appropriately
ditzy. This is the role for which Sissy
Spacek won an Academy Award in the
movie version.

It’s always tough playing a villain in
a sea of perceived good guys, but Ms.
Azukas’ cousin Chick makes us fairly
loathe her. Thankfully, it’s just what she
should do.

Director Fred Cuozzo’s pacing
should settle into a better cadence as the
run progresses. At times, these South-
erners speak so fast and in such a high
pitch that the best lines are thrown away
for the screeching.

WCP always puts together a strong
team for each show, and this is no
exception, with Naomi Yablonsky as
producer, Bob Murray as lighting de-
signer and Bill McMeekan as set de-
signer.

Sometimes you just have to appreci-
ate the fine acting and forget a weak
storyline.

 Susan M. Dogherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER... Meg (Lynn Langone), left, and Babe (Syndi
Szabo), right, surprise their older sister Lenny (Faith Dowgin) with a birthday
cake the morning after her milestone birthday. Superb acting is the reason to see
Westfield Community Players’ comedy/drama, ‘Crimes of the Heart’ running
through this Saturday, January 19.

Choral Art Society
Performs in Summit

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will
perform Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice
in the Lamb and Carl Orff’s Carmina
Burana on Saturday, January 19, at
8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
located at 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit.

For directions, see calvary-
summit.org.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the
evening’s performance.

Soloists include Ellen Goff
Entriken , soprano; Sharon Morrison
Byrne, alto; Mattthew Hughes,
tenor; and Howard Thompson, bari-
tone.

Members of the New Jersey Youth
Chorus, under the direction of Eliza-
beth Tavit, will join The Choral Art
Society in performing Carmina
Burana.

Pianists Mary Beth McFall and
Kay Healy Wedsworth and The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus. Admission
is $20 – $15 for seniors and stu-
dents – at the door.

For more information, call (908)
654-5737.

Juxtapose Gallery Hosts
December Trunk Shows

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Whether you were
a last-minute shopper just getting
started or looking for a few extra
things for the people on your list,
Juxtapose Gallery’s back-to-back
trunk sales had you covered.

This was the first time Juxtapose
Gallery held trunk shows on con-
secutive weekends, according to pro-
prietor Gerri Gildea.

On December 15, Juxtapose pre-
miered the first-ever trunk show for
Sussex County jewelry designer
Suzanne Garofalo.

A jewelry designer for five years,
Ms. Garofalo entered the business in
a roundabout way.

In 2002, after repairing a favorite
necklace that had broken, she real-
ized she had the talent and the desire
to create “wearable accessories.”

Ms. Garofalo describes her jewelry
as “updated classics.”

“My designs tend to be conservative
and practical but not boring,” she said.

At the trunk sale, she functioned as
a personal buyer by asking questions
about each gift’s recipient.

Then, she would put together a
mini-collection of suggested items
based upon their discussion.

“This made the choice clear [so
that] my customers were very confi-
dent in their selection and satisfied
with the experience,” she said.

“Suzanne Garofalo Designs” be-
gan on a part-time basis, but soon,
Ms. Garofalo had left her job as a
merchandising manager for the
United States Equestrian Team in
Gladstone to take her business to the

next level.
“Suzanne’s jewelry line contains a

wide variety of prices and styles,”
said Ms. Gildea. “We had a very
profitable day with her line.”

The following weekend, Decem-
ber 22 and 23, Juxtapose Gallery
hosted the return of jewelry designers
Gina and Tania Spil and the designs
of their company, Due Sorelle.

Participants in many Juxtapose Gal-
lery trunk shows over the years, the
Spil sisters have developed quite a
following with their designs and, con-
sequently, a lot of repeat business.

“When we host a Due Sorelle trunk
show, it is like a reunion,” said Ms.
Gildea.

This year’s trunk sale, however,
brought in a number of new custom-
ers.

“That Saturday was a big shopping
day,” reported Ms. Gildea, adding
that the trunk show attracted a sur-
prising number of first-time custom-
ers for the Due Sorelle jewelry line.

“Our customers like Due Sorelle
jewelry because it is universal,” con-
tinued Ms. Gildea.

“Their designs look nice with
dressy fashions, but they also look
good with jeans.”

One popular style selling well this
year was the starburst necklace – a
delicate chain with little pearls set in
the shape of a starburst.

Those who missed this year’s trunk
shows can purchase Suzanne Garofalo
and Due Sorelle designs by visiting
Juxtapose Gallery at 58 Elm Street in
Westfield.

For more information, call (908)
232-3278.

Tickets Are Available
For 60th School Show
WESTFIELD – Tickets for the 60th

Anniversary Grant/Washington
School musical are on sale now. Good
seats are still available for the 8 p.m.
performances on Friday and Satur-
day, January 25 and 26. The Saturday
matinee is sold out.

 Tickets are $9 each and can be
ordered online through the school’s
website at westfieldnjk12.org/Wash-
ington. The order form may be ac-
cessed by clicking on the “School
Show” tab at the left of the homepage.

Tickets also may be purchased in
person this Saturday, January 19,
during rehearsals from 1 to 1:30 p.m.
at Roosevelt Intermediate School at
301 Clark Street and next Wednes-
day, January 23, from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
in the Washington Elementary School
lobby at 900 St. Mark’s Avenue.

This year’s musical, Ghost Writer,
is described as a cross between
“American Idol” and “Fame.” It is the
60th-annual school show, which be-
gan at Grant School as a way to en-
courage attendance at PTO meetings.

Written and performed entirely by
Washington school parents and teach-
ers, it has since become the school’s
largest fundraiser. Numerous alumni
of previous Grant and Washington
productions are scheduled to perform
in this year’s anniversary show.

VACNJ Celebrates 75
Years On January 23
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center

of New Jersey (VACNJ) will celebrate
75 years of success in “bringing art
and people together” on January 23.

Trustees, staff, volunteers and mem-
bers of the VACNJ will come together
for a kick-off party for Viva Art!, the
art center’s 75th-anniversary gala.

The event will take place from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at 68 Elm Street in Sum-
mit.

For further information on the event,
please contact (908) 273-9121, exten-
sion 17.

Town Book Store Hosts
2 Children’s Authors
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host two
children’s authors on January 19.

Those attending can meet
Mountainside resident Meurice
Jeffers Lake from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Her book, “The Lighthouse Secret,”
is a mystery geared for children ages
9 to 12 and takes place in historic
Cape May.

A lighthouse stands tall and
stately, guarding a secret at the sea-
shore that has been buried for more
than a decade. Nicole Marra, and
her investigative team, works to
solve a mystery and capture a crimi-
nal, but danger follows their every
move.

Then, attendees can meet Montville
resident Doug Snelson, author of
children’s book “Whose Got the
Face?” from 2 to 4 p.m.

“Whose Got the Face?” takes child
and adult alike through the playful
day of an energetic dog named Face.

Those attending the session can
meet the authors. The event takes
place at The Town Book Store, lo-
cated at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets).

Anyone unable to attend these
events can call (908) 233-3535 and
reserve autographed books.

Library’s French-Cheese
Tour Pleases Palates

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —When the
subject is cheese, food-talk practi-
cally becomes an art-form. Palates
seem to get even more refined when
the discussion involves artisan cheese
from France.

Just ask any of
the 75 local resi-
dents attending the
“French Cheese
Tour” last Thurs-
day evening at the
Scotch Plains Li-
brary.

Representatives
of Trader Joe’s pre-
sented the lecture,
which was fol-
lowed by a sam-
pling of an array
of cheeses, accom-
panied by apple
wedges, pear
slices and a cherry
spread.

The venue could have not been
more fitting, as the library is cur-
rently displaying a collection of the
works of three local artists (See re-
lated story on Pg 22).

According to the adult and family
program coordinator, Pam Brooks,
the event was part of the library’s
month-long celebration of French
culture.

“The idea for the French Cheese
Tour grew out of the library’s non-
fiction book club, which has been

reading ‘Marie Antoinette: The Jour-
ney’ by Antonia Fraser.”

Attendees of the event learned about
specific regions of France and their
specialty cheeses, as well as appro-
priate wine and other food pairings.
Carole Peyton of Westfield remarked,

“I almost forgot
about pairing fruit
with cheese.”

The representa-
tives from Trader
Joe’s offered tips
for serving cheese
(leave out for one
hour and serve at
room temperature)
and suggestions
for leftover bits
and pieces (mix
with red wine for a
delicious spread).

Ms. Brooks also
noted that Caroline
Weber, author of
“Queen of Fash-

ion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to
the Revolution,” would be at the li-
brary on January 24 at 7:30 p.m. for
an author’s presentation and book
signing.

On January 31, also at 7:30 p.m.,
Virginia Fabbri Butera, professor of
Art History from the College of St.
Elizabeth, will make a discussion of
Women in French Art.

There’s much more in store for the
remainder of the month of January at
The Scotch Plains Library. Check it
out at scotlib.org.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader /The Times
FOOD FOR THOUGHT…A packed
house at the Scotch Plains Library
sampled a selection of artisan cheeses
provided by Trader Joe’s last week as
part of the library’s “French-Cheese
Tour.”

Contagious Drama: Not Too
Late to Catch the Acting Bug

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) is about
to launch its sixth season of acting
programs for children and teenag-
ers.

Westfield’s Beth Painter, founder
of CDW, has been continually de-
veloping her programs to best meet
the creative needs of all types of
students.

She said, “It’s not just a place for
future thespians to come and learn
about the craft of acting. It’s a place
where students can feel safe enough
to take creative risks and learn about
themselves.”

CDW offers programs for both
children who love to be in the spot-
light and those who are uncomfort-
able in group settings.

 All classes include a wide vari-
ety of theater games designed to
build self-confidence and self-es-
teem. In addition to scene study and
monologues, students receive op-
portunities to use and trust their
spontaneous thinking skills as they
engage in improvisation and char-
acter work.

Sessions culminate with an infor-
mal presentation for parents and
invited guests. Ms. Painter devotes
some time at each of these presenta-
tions to getting the guests involved
in a hands-on activity.

Parents and siblings enjoy the op-
portunity to participate in the stu-
dents’ favorite theater games. After
the last presentation, Carolyn
Kirkland, parent of two boys in the
program, said, “I knew the kids were
having fun, but I never really under-
stood how much creativity was in-
volved in this program or what the
possibilities were until I did it my-
self. I had such a wonderful time.”

CDW is still taking registrations
for the 12-week winter session,
which begins on January 23. The
spring mini session, which runs for
five weeks, will start on April 23.

Interested parties can obtain addi-
tional information and download the
registration form by visiting CDW’s
website at contagiousdrama.com, e-
mailing Ms. Painter at
contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or
calling (917)836-3740.

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

Acting and Creative Dramatics 
(classes beginning January 23rd)

• Private Coaching & Scout Badge 
programs available

• Classes held in Downtown 
Westfield, NJ

Set your creative spirit free . . .

There’s still time to register
for Winter and Spring Sessions

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES FOR KIDS AND TEENS


