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Lady Blue Devils Warm Up,
Scald East Side Cagers, 50-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devils Blank Eastside
Cardinals, Raider Bowlers

Since The Den is already on record
as being a big fan of WHS senior
basketballer Erin Miller, it seemed a
good idea to ask an old friend for a
favor. So we got in touch with the
legendary Frank Lynn Bowler.

Ol’ Frank has been around a while
and played with and against some of
the local greats of the mid-20th cen-
tury, guys like Walt Robinson, Roger
Love, Russ Bowers Sr., Dick Myers,
Rich Weldon, Bob King, Ken Goski
and Bob Felter, at Franklin School,
Gumbert, Tamaques Park, and in town
leagues at the old Columbus School
and Roosevelt Junior High. He is said
to have played college ball under Bill
Raftery, a former coach and noted TV
analyst.

Although Frank has credentials, he is
also the very definition of “old school,”
so I knew he would not be easily im-
pressed. I asked him to take notes on
Saturday, Jan. 5, the day Miller would
surpass King as the school’s all-time
scoring leader, and let me know what
he thought of her game.

It took a full week to translate his
scribbling — note: the numbers he
uses are 5 for Tara Handza, 10 Gab
O’Leary, 12 Anne Knisely, 20 Katie
Ponce, 21 Nikki Aronson — but here
is what he wrote:

First quarter

Second Opinion Proves
The Girl’s Got Game

Devil of the Week
Matt Marcus

Bowling

Black socks? Hmmmm … she wears
No. 11, same as Tim Goski ... coinci-
dence? … one minute in a nice assist
on 12-footer by 5 … passes to 5 for
near-basket … nice pass to 20 for open
shot … E’s No. 5 getting yappy …
dives on floor for loose balls … 2:37
left she takes first shot and is fouled for
two shots … makes both (note: on the
first swiiiish she became WHS’s all-
time scoring leader) … E’s 5 fouls
Miller hard but then helps her up and
pats her on the butt (guess she’s yappy
but ok) … beautiful bounce pass to 12
… pick-and-roll pass to 10 for two
foul shots … give-and-go to 5 for two
more foul shots.

Summary: Seven touches with six
nice passes and two foul shots.

Second quarter
First drive a near-charge but no call

either way … rebound, coast to coast
for a layup … Elizabeth switches speedy
and feisty No. 4 guarding her instead of
athletic No. 5 … Miller drives and is
fouled for two free throws … 20 scores
and Miller low-fives her … takes open
3-pointer, on target but all air … Eliza-
beth goes to a zone but WHS is patient
and waits for good shot … open 3: in-
and-out … open 3: swiiiish for a 21-18
lead … another open 3 misses but 21
rebounds and passes to a driving Miller
for nice basket.

Summary: One forced shot, but
another excellent quarter.

Third quarter
Nice left-handed drive across lane

beats defender but ball goes in-and-out
… low post turn-and-score … nice
move for 26-20 lead … down low again,
fouled for two free throws … beats
defender with nice drive and passes to
12, whose shot goes in-and-out … semi-
forced bank shot … no foul? but I liked
her using the backboard; that’s why it’s
there … nice give-and-go to 10, but
shot is blocked … rebounds and goes
coast-to-coast lefty drawing fourth foul
on big No. 33! … 21 nice pass to 10 for
33-25 lead.

Summary: Another 10!
Fourth quarter
Misses an open 3 but 10 puts in

follow and is fouled for a 35-25 lead
… beautiful reverse layup attempt
but misses … 2:32 left E’s 33 fouls
out trying to box out hustling 10! …
10 rebounds, outlets to Miller for a
no-look lead pass to 5 for a layup and
41-33 lead … E’s 4 fouls out and
Miller makes both for 43-33 lead …
Miller comes down on a 2-on-1 and
passes to 21 for an easy bucket and a
47-36 lead … game is over.

Summary: Definitely a superior all-
around player.

While Frank was there to analyze
Erin Miller, he was impressed by the
entire team. He called O’Leary a tiger
(tigress?) on the boards; said Handza,
whose father George played at WHS
in the mid-1960s, was an outstanding
offensive compliment for Miller, and
that Knisely, Ponce and Aronson (four
points, seven rebounds and three
steals) all made solid contributions.

(Frank apparently enjoyed the game
so much that last Sunday he was at
Kean University when WHS notched
a gutsy 65-58 double-overtime win
over Staten Island power Notre Dame
Academy in the New Jersey-New York
Challenge. He was again wowed by
Miller (20 points, 10 rebounds, six
assists), O’Leary (13 points, 20 re-
bounds) and Handza (22 points), but
equally impressed by Ponce, Char-
lotte O’Leary and big girls Knisely
and Sarah Nelson.)

Epilog
On an oldies radio station the DJ

was playing the hits from Jan. 5, 1960
… “48 years ago,” he proclaimed.
Who knows, but it’s possible that the
Roosevelt and Edison junior high
school basketball teams were playing
that Tuesday in the tiny gym behind
the auditorium stage at Roosevelt. I
do remember coach Dick Phillips
assigning me to guard Bob King, then

a gangly 6-foot-7 stringbean who
within a couple years would be a
Parade Magazine second-team All-
American.

And the mind wanders …
It’s March 1962 and, two weeks

after being shocked 56-40 by Clark in
the first round of the county tourna-
ment, WHS begins a magical run in
the state tournament … the stoic King
and cocky point guard Dick Myers
spark wins over Linden, Union, Tren-
ton and Camden … the 55-52 loss to
Weequahic in the state final in
Haddonfield.

And then it’s Thursday, March 10,
1966, at the grand old Madison Square
Garden, 50th Street and 8th Avenue
(MSG III, which would be replaced
two years later by the current Gar-
den), with the Nedick’s hot dog res-
taurant out front. I was there to watch
Bob King, now a sturdy 6-11 two-
year starter at Virginia Tech, as the
Hokies played Temple in the Na-
tional Invitation Tournament. Temple
won that night 88-73 and Bob scored
13 points, in what would apparently
be his final game. After being the
leading scorer on the ’64 freshman
team and then averaging 14.3 points
and 8.6 rebounds per game for two
years, Bob did not play his senior
year, according to the school’s Sports
Information Director.

Switching radio stations, Ralph
McTell is singing “Streets of Lon-
don,” with the haunting opening verse:
“Have you seen the old man in the
closed-down market, kicking up the
paper with his worn-out shoes. In his
eyes you see no pride, and held loosely
at his side, yesterday’s paper telling
yesterday’s news.”

Bob King lives in Roanoke, Va.,
where he is battling an illness that is
serious enough to likely keep him from
attending his induction this November
into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame. Sadly, I’ve thought of Bob more
in the last few weeks than in the 40-
plus years since that night at the old
Garden, the last time I saw him.

NJSIAA UPDATE
News report: The NJSIAA has

named a 34-member League and Con-
ference Committee to re-draw the map
of competition and potentially merge
several of the state’s current 21 confer-
ences. Heading the committee are Joe
Montesano, superintendent of
Hackensack schools, and Mike
Hughes, principal at North Hunterdon.
There are also representatives of each
of the four sections: North 1 (eight),
North 2 (six), Central (five), South
(six) and non-Public (seven).

The committee will meet monthly
for the next five months and then
present a plan in September aimed at
leveling the playing field. If approved,
that plan would be put into action in
September 2009.

What this means is we could see
more conferences around the state set
up along the lines of the Shore and
Greater Middlesex conferences,
which have divisions based on school
size and location.

And if you missed last Sunday’s
Star-Ledger, they had an awesome
two-page restructuring proposal that
may not be far off the final mark. In it
they had the schools of Union,
Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren
counties forming a five-division Su-
per Skyland Conference. WHS would
be in a division with SP-F, Plainfield,
Linden, Union, Elizabeth,
Bridgewater-Raritan, Watchung Hills,
Franklin and Roselle Catholic.

The NJSIAA executive committee
recently voted to extend the period
student-athletes must sit out after
transferring from one school to an-
other. Those varsity letter winners
who change schools without a change
in address will have to sit out one year
before competing; previously, they
had only a 30-day wait.

Parents can now count on being fed
a line of sugarcoated b.s. about im-
proving their child’s college/scholar-
ship options when their kids are in
middle school. Hopefully people who
live in towns like Westfield, with a
great educational system and one of
the best athletic programs in the state,
will now think twice before wasting
their money on a non-public school.
Other than the Lawrenceville School,
my college sources tell me that no
prep or parochial school diploma
equals a WHS diploma.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to bowler Matt
Marcus. The junior rolled a 279 game
en route to a 680 series last Friday in
a 4-0 (3,042 to 2,791 in total pinfall)
victory over SP-F. The day before
Marcus had a 681 against Plainfield.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

The Westfield High School Varsity
bowling team picked up three league
victories from January 8 through 11
to improve to 11-0. The Blue Devils
first defeated Newark Eastside, 7-0,
on January 8 to improve its match
record to 57-5. Trevor Yee, with a 522
series, and Brett Ettinger, with a 523
series, led the Blue Devils. The JV
team also won, 7-0, to move into first
place in the JV division with a 5-0
record. The JV record over the last 52
matches is 51-1.

On January 5, the Blue Devils par-
ticipated in the Brick-Brick-Memo-
rial Tournament, which included 59
boys teams from around the state, and
finished fifth with a 3,273 series.
Ettinger had high game 264 and high
series 699. Eric Curialle had a high
game of 244 and a 655 series. Arley
Rojas had a high game of 248 and a
638 series. Jesse Embre had a high
game of 237 and a 621 series. Substi-
tute Matt Marcus entered in the sec-
ond game and shot a 201. He fol-
lowed that with a 217.

The Blue Devils defeated

Plainfield, 2722-2130, on January 10.
Matt Marcus had games of 237, 233
and 211 for a 681 series. Embre had a
strong outing with a high game of 255
for a 628 series. Ettinger had a 625
series with a high game of 223. Brian
Dunn led the JVs with a 591 series
and a high game of 231. The Varsity
improved to 10-0 and the JV im-
proved to 7-0.

On January 11, the varsity avenged
its only defeat last year by blanking
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 7-0 (3,042-
2791). Westfield won the first game,
1076-888. Marcus had the high game
of 279, while Curialle had a 231 game
and Ettinger rolled a 221. Westfield
prevailed, 987-966 in Game 2. Embre
led the team with a 204. Peter Citera
rolled a 213 for the Raiders. The Blue
Devils won the third game, 979-937.
Ettinger had the high game with a 220.
Ettinger (634), Marcus (680) and
Curialle (611) had 600 series, while
Joe Tufaro (666) and brother Mike
(637) had 600 series for the Raiders.

See Jersey Winter Classic  bowl-
ing on page 15

(6 points) dominated the boards with
six defensive and four offensive re-
bounds. Handza finished with six re-
bounds and Miller had three. In the
second half, Blue Devils Nikki
Aronson (4 points) and Cyndil Mat-
thew (2 points) came into the game
and pulled four and two rebounds,
respectively. Katie Ponce had three
rebounds and Anne Knisely (4 points)
had one rebound. Maria Niemiera
sank a lay-up and Amanda Markowski
saw some action.

“These are our younger girls. Some
of them play JV sometimes. I wanted
to get them in and get a little experi-
ence on the varsity level because this

is our future,” said coach Marino.
The Blue Devils added to their lead

with a 14-3 second quarter to com-
mand a precipitous 36-9, halftime
edge. The art of thievery contributed
heavily, with Miller snatching five
balls, Charlotte O’Leary grabbing
three and Handza handling two.

Playing with one or two starters on
the floor, the Blue Devils won the third
quarter, 9-6, but the 2-6 East Side Red
Raiders won the fourth, 9-5. Alyene
Cabriera and Jasmine Rivera each
scored eight points for the Red Raid-
ers and Yiel Johnson added six points.
Newark East Side   6   3   6   9 24
Westfield 22 14   9   5 50

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Wrestling
SPF/East Side Boys Basketball
Westfield/East Side Girls Hoops

SPF/Brearley Wrestling
UCT Boys Track Relays
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times:

January 4, 2001: The Westfield-
Scotch Plains swimming rivalry has
been one that has sparked excitement
for many years. And the duel at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Y proved to
be no exception. The races were tight,
the swimming was thrilling, but in
the end the Blue Devil boys won,
111-59, while the girls just skimmed
past the Raiders, 95-75.

Blue Devil Captain Cliff Haldeman
won both the 200- and 500-yard
freestyle events. He was trailed by
Raider Steve Swenson in each of them.
Blue Devil Devin Power “powered”
past his teammates to take the 100-
yard free with a time of 54.09. Power
also was part of the winning 200-yard
free relay team.

January 10, 2001: A twist of fate
came when undefeated Raider 215-
pounder Matt Loomis sustained a groin
injury earlier in the week and was un-
able to wrestle in the match between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

and host Cranford. Loomis has been a
pinner and most likely would have added
another six points to the Raiders’ team
score and detracted six from the Cou-
gars’ – a 12-point swing. However, due
to the misfortune, this match, which
may have determined the Watchung
Conference Championship, shifted in
the Cougars’ favor, 39-33.

Head Coach Dave Bello was forced
to bump several wrestlers up a weight
class. The last to be bumped up was
senior Gary Cousar, a state qualifier
last year at 189, to 215-lbs. Cousar
took only 1:19 to show Steve Carbone
the lights. Wrestling up at 140, Lucas
Francavilla claimed a 4-0 triumph
over Brandon Small. But the Cougars
presented the meat of their lineup.
Rob Verhoeven – a state qualifier last
year – won a 15-0, technical fall at
145. Mike Carbone at 152 pinned
Charlie Bachi in 3:41, Greg Donofrio
at 160 – a state qualifier last year –
pinned Charlie Laskowski in 49 sec-
onds, then Bill Bennett at 171 won his
bout via fall in 0:45.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING UNDER FOR THE LAY-UP…Blue Devil Tara Handza goes in for the
lay-up and finishes the game with a team-high 17 points against East Side.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,785,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000 CLARK $529,000 WESTFIELD $2,995,000

WESTFIELD $2,295,000 WESTFIELD $3,295,000 WESTFIELD $1,100,000

Gracious Wychwood Colonial features 10 rooms and
includes 4 large Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, superbly updated
granite Kitchen, bar with wine refrigerator, Formal
Dining Room, Family Room, Master Bedroom with
full bath and wall of closets and Recreation Room.

Exquisite home nestled on over .5 acre of serene
wooded property.  Includes 10 rooms, 4 Bedrooms,
3.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen with center island, Formal
Dining Room, 2 wood-burning fireplaces, finished
lower level with walk-out and too many upgrades to
list.  Ideally located near transportation.  You will truly
be amazed at all this home offers.

Move right into this pristine Bi-Level home offering 3-
4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room,
Formal Dining Room, large Family Room with slid-
ing glass doors to gorgeous patio and in-ground pool,
new Thermo windows, gorgeous wood floors, CAC
and more.  Perfect home for entertaining!

Magnificent center hall Colonial in “The Gardens” lo-
cation of Westfield.  Offers 14 rooms and features 5
Bedrooms and 6 baths.  This home has been completely
renovated and expanded in 2004 and also features a
state-of-the-art Kitchen, 3 fireplaces, beautiful Family
Room, luxurious Master Suite including an exercise
Room and an extensive, climate controlled wine cellar.

Fabulous “Indian Forest” center hall brick Colonial
features 11 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
4 fireplaces on .70 acre of park-like grounds.  Classic
architectural detail.  Large Family Room addition with
vaulted ceiling and custom cabinets.  Freshly painted
interior and refinished oak floors.

Stunning new home in a top Westfield location.  This
8400+ square foot home is reminiscent of a European
country manor.  Features include 14 large rooms, 5
Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, Master Suite with sitting room,
gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, Library, 6 fire-
places, soaring ceilings, custom woodwork and oak floor-
ing.  A fabulous deck overlooks a beautiful treed lot.

1500+ square foot office building.  First floor office
vacant on possession plus 2nd floor rental office and
separate entrance.  Building is fully renovated and
updated plus 10 off-street parking spots.  Suitable for
medical, legal, accounting, dental or architectural use.

CRANFORD $489,000
This beautiful home was sold for full price in
only 37 days.  Let us design a personalized mar-
keting plan for your home.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.


