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Craig Allen, Sr., 71, Was Police Officer;
Enjoyed Working With Young People

Craig J. Allen, Sr., 71, of Westfield,
a retired Westfield police officer, died
on Friday, January 4, at his home.

Mr. Allen was educated in the
Passaic school system, where he was
active in multiple sports and had
been named to various city, county
and state All-Star teams. He enlisted
in the United States Marine Corps
after high school, where he became
an airplane mechanic.

He had been a Westfield police
officer prior to his retirement in 1991.

Mr. Allen enjoyed working with
the youth of Passaic and Westfield,
as well as playing golf with friends
and using his creative building skills
on innovative gadgets.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Tosca and Florence Allen.

Surviving are his wife, Juanita
Allen; two sons, Craig J. Allen, Jr.
and Walter Theodore Allen of
Westfield; four brothers, Tosca Allen,
Jr., Lester Allen, Stephen Allen and
Bart Allen; three sisters, Shirley
Newton, Rosemary Gibson and
Elaine Carter, and many in-laws,
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, January 11, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Those wishing to sign Mr. Allen’s
guestbook are asked to visit
www.plintoncurry.com.
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Mary Strohm, 70, Served as Volunteer
For Hospital and Holocaust Center

Mary Friel Strohm, 70, of Little
Silver, formerly of Westfield, passed
away peacefully on Saturday, Janu-
ary 12.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield from 1939 to
1986, when she moved to Little
Silver. She attended Holy Trinity
School and graduated from
Benedictine Academy in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Strohm was a member of the
Jersey Shore Rosary Society and
volunteered at Riverview Medical
Center in Red Bank and with the
Center for Holocaust Studies at
Brookdale Community College in
Lincroft.

She was the loving daughter of
the late Charles and Rose Friel, de-
voted wife of the late Richard M.
Strohm and loving sister of Dor-
othy F. Cwieka and Charles M. Friel.

Mrs. Strohm also will be deeply
missed by her two nieces, Kathleen
Cwieka and Shannon Friel Dorigo;
her nephew, Matthew Cwieka, and
her two grandnieces, Luisa and
Giulia Dorigo.

A nephew, John Friel, prede-
ceased her.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
January 17, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Saint
Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Donations in her name may be
made to the Maryknoll Fathers and
Brothers, Maryknoll, N.Y. 10545.
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Josephine Acque

Josephine Acque, 90, Was Secretary;
Enjoyed Classical Music and Singing
Josephine Priolo Acque, 90, died

on Monday, January 7, after a
lengthy illness.

Born in New York City, she was
the daughter of Alessio
and Lucia Priolo.
Josephine had lived most
of her life in Westfield,
N.J. and Naples, Fla. She
recently moved to
Pineville, N.C.

Josephine graduated
from Jefferson High
School in Elizabeth, N.J.
and attended secretarial
school there. She had been
a secretary with Prudential Insurance
in New York City, RCA and Union
County, N.J. government offices for
more than 20 years.

A member of St. William Catholic
Church in Naples, Fla. and the Our
Lady of Peace Catholic Church in
Normandy Beach, N.J., she was ac-
tive in music programs, singing in
choirs and ensembles. She had a

lifelong interest in classical music.
She was preceded in death by her

parents, her sister, Mildred Ferrara, and
her husband, Peter Acque.

Surviving are a daughter,
Marianne Scharrer of
Herndon, Va.; a son,
Dominic Acque of Charlotte,
N.C.; a granddaughter,
Pamela Kacher of Vienna,
Va.; a grandson, Christopher
Scharrer of Purcelville, Va.;
a niece, Rosara Passaro of
Drexel Hill, Pa., and four
great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were
held on Friday, January 11, at St. John
Newman Catholic Church in Reston,
Va. A family service and interment
took place in Neptune Township, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that memorials be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago,
Ill. 60601.
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Education News

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!

St. Paul’s Day School Posts
Open House For January 23
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day

School, located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield, will sponsor an
open house for its nursery school at
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 23.

Parents will have an opportunity
to view the school, learn about pro-
grams, meet the director and see the
staff in action. There will be a pre-
sentation of kindergarten materials
and a video of a day in the life of St.
Paul’s Day School students.

St. Paul’s Day School offers a half-
day preschool program with the op-
portunity for enrichment classes and
a full-day kindergarten academic and
creative program.

The school offers well-equipped
classrooms and a low student-teacher

ratio. St. Paul’s reading program uses
a phonics-based program to teach
letter sounds and letter-combination
sounds. Mathematics teaching is
done through a manipulative, hands-
on approach to learning, and young-
sters are introduced to the Scientific
Method in a child-friendly manner.

Children are exposed to music,
art, computer, Spanish and move-
ment classes. They play in an out-
door playground, weather permit-
ting, and enjoy sand play and riding
toys, as well as using their imagina-
tions and motor skills in the castle
and slide area.

When weather is not permitting,
St. Paul’s offers a large indoor play
area with bikes, scooters and climb-
ing toys. Arts and crafts, such as
painting, pasting and coloring, also
are enjoyed each day.

Registration for new families for
kindergarten and preschool will be
held on Monday, February 4. Regis-
tration forms may be picked up at the
open houses.

OPEN-MINDED…St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield will host an open house on
Wednesday, January 23. Registration for new families for kindergarten and
preschool will be held on Monday, February 4.

Workshop to Provide
Tips on Cutting Clutter

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted and independent
living community located at 295 South
Avenue, will host a free workshop on
cutting clutter and getting organized on
Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Television personality and author
Jamie Novak, a professional organizer,
will offer tips on quick and easy solu-
tions to staying organized, clearing
out the garage and keeping track of
keys and glasses, among other topics.

Following the workshop, Ms.
Novak will sign copies of her best-
selling book, “1,000 Best Quick and
Easy Organizing Secrets,” which of-
fers more than 1,000 solutions for
clearing clutter in every area of life.
Those interested in attending the free
workshop are asked to respond by
Monday, January 21, to (908) 654-
5200.

La Leche to Kick Off
New Meetings Today
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League of Westfield will begin a new
series of meetings today, Thursday,
January 17, at 10 a.m. in Westfield.

La Leche League is a non-profit
breastfeeding information and sup-
port group that meets monthly. New,
experienced and expectant mothers
and their children are invited to attend
to learn more about breastfeeding, have
their questions answered and meet
other breastfeeding mothers.

This month’s topic will be “The
Advantages of Breastfeeding to
Mother and Baby.” The discussion
will include why breast milk is the
superior infant food. For more infor-
mation and the meeting location, call
Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Red Cross to Offer
Babysitter Training

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host three sepa-
rate Babysitter Training courses for
youth 11 to 15 years old.

Among the topics will be making
good decisions, supervising children
of different ages, keeping everyone
safe inside and outside, handling
emergencies, age appropriate activi-
ties, basic infant care (feeding, dia-
pering, burping) and some basic first
aid. Participants also will learn how
to handle breathing emergencies in-
volving a choking child or infant.

Classes will be held on Saturdays,
January 26, February 2 and February
23, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day.
Participants only need to attend one of
these dates. All classes will be held at
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
House at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

The course includes a handbook and
a small first aid kit. Pre-registration is
required and space is limited. To regis-
ter or for more details, call the chapter
at (908) 232-7090 or send an e-mail to
johnsonsafety@comcast.net.

Program Series to Address
College Application Process
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will offer mul-
tiple programs on the college applica-
tion process for students and their par-
ents/guardians starting with a two-
part series on Monday, January 28,
and Tuesday, February 5, and continu-
ing through the spring.

On January 28, Lisa Bleich of Col-
lege-Bound and Success Coach Donna
Gerhauser will lead the first of a two-
part workshop from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
entitled “What to Expect When You
Are Applying.” It will provide a step-
by-step guide to the process, from
sophomore year to senior graduation.
The leaders also will discuss parent
and student expectations and roles and
how to avoid potential conflicts.

Part two of this workshop will be
held on February 5, also from 7 to 8:30
p.m. Entitled “Owning the Application
Process,” it will focus on finding the
college that is right for the individual.

Ms. Bleich and Ms. Gerhauser will
share tips for communicating with
prospective colleges, setting realistic
expectations and making the transi-
tion from high school to college. Addi-
tional college programs scheduled for
March and April will be announced on
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

Registration is required. To reserve
a spot, interested persons are asked to
call (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org with their
name and telephone number.

The presentations will be held in the
library’s Community Room. All pro-
grams at the library are free and open
to everyone. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of town. For more informa-
tion or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 K.P.

Maria Bellomo, 93, Had Artistic Talents;
Seamstress at Interior Decorator Firms

Maria Concetta Bellomo, 93, a 42-
year resident of Fanwood, died on
Thursday, January 10, at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights.

Born in Falerna, Italy in 1934, Mary
was the beloved wife for 53 years of
the late Frank Bellomo. After marry-
ing, they ventured together to the
United States, settling in Newark.
They moved to Fanwood in 1965.

Having many artistic talents, Mary
worked most of her life as a special-
ized seamstress for various interior
decorator firms. After retiring, she
continued to work as a consultant
and taught in Staten Island, N.Y. the
art of custom-made window treat-
ments.

She is survived by her loving daugh-
ters, Aurora and Adriana; five grand-

children, Leonard, Delia and Frank
Matula and Larry and Eric Minutella;
her son-in-law, Salvatore; four great-
grandchildren; her beloved sister,
Yolanda Gaetano, and nephews Sandy
and Anthony.

Arrangements are by the Leonardis
Funeral Home of Florham Park. There
will be a private service for family
members today.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, Greater New Jersey Chapter,
400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251,
Denville, N.J. 07834.
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