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Westfield Foundation Posts
Annual Campaign Kickoff

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation has announced its annual
campaign for the new year. A com-
munity foundation, its mission is pro-
moting the betterment of Westfield
and surrounding communities by con-
tributing to worthwhile causes.

The board of trustees identifies
and supports a diverse corps of area
organizations that uniformly com-
mit to preserving and protecting what
makes the Westfield community
unique. This marks the foundation’s
33rd year of giving back to the com-
munity.

In 2007, foundation trustees
awarded more than $250,000 in
grants to over 40 programs and
projects benefiting all segments of
the community. Among the recipi-
ents were the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra, the Occupational Center
of Union County, Sage Eldercare,
Arts Power, Habitat for Humanity
and Jewish Family Services.

Another 2007 grant recipient
helped by the foundation is the Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice. The center  has
opened a new facility at 1900 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains with 30 rooms
for hospice patients, plus a beauty
salon facility, sunroom and library
for patients’ use. The foundation gave
the center a grant that was directed
toward purchasing furniture for this
new facility.

All gifts to the foundation are tax-

deductible. These donations are pro-
fessionally invested and the income
granted to carefully screened appli-
cants within Westfield and surround-
ing communities, according to the
foundation. Anyone interested in
making a donation to the foundation
or who has further questions may
contact the foundation directly by e-
mail at foundation@westfieldnj.com
or by calling (908) 233-9787.

GRANT HELPS HOSPICE…Robert
Coloney of the Center for Hope Hospice
in Scotch Plains welcomes Westfield
Foundation board member Miriam
Span, left, and foundation President
Barbara Frantz to  the new facility that
opened last week. A grant from the
foundation was used to purchase furni-
ture for this new facility.

CONTACT Volunteer Finds
Reward in Assisting Callers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The threads

that are woven throughout his life,
those elements that one could say
define him, have been consistent and
interconnected: family, creativity and
helping others.

For Barry Klassel of
Scotch Plains, it’s the
human connections that
give his life meaning.
That’s why the Human-
ist Celebrant who per-
forms weddings, funer-
als, memorials and baby
namings has devoted
himself for nearly six
years to helping callers
in need one-on-one as a
CONTACT We Care
crisis hotline volunteer.

“It was not long after
September 11th that I
made a list of my per-
sonal goals and decided
to sign up to become a
CONTACT We Care volunteer,” said
Mr. Klassel, 60. “It’s important work
and I get tremendous satisfaction do-
ing something for others. As a hotline
volunteer, I’m able to use all the skills
and life experience I have.”

Trained as an actor and director
and having earned a Master of Arts
degree in Theatre, Mr. Klassel has
performed with various off-Broad-
way touring companies and regional
and summer theater productions. All
the while, he continued to tap into his
psychology background by working
for social service and educational
programs such as Child Assault Pre-
vention and United Cerebral Palsy.

Married for 39 years to high school
sweetheart Dara, who works as an
attorney, Mr. Klassel worked part-
time for years while he stayed home
to raise his daughters, Naomi and
Susanna. An avid writer, he even had
one of his essays published in the
magazine Full Time Dad.

“All along, I was volunteering for the
PTA and coordinating the cultural arts
program at school,” Mr. Klassel said. “I
guess I discovered years ago that vol-
unteering is important and rewarding.”

As a CONTACT volunteer, he
works two four-hour shifts each
month, taking calls from people who
are lonely, depressed, stressed or in
crisis. “I know that any little step that
shows some progress is important,”
he said. “Despite the fact that some
callers are stuck and may not move
forward, for that minute, for that call,
something positive comes of it. I feel
good that I am able to help.”

With more than 3 percent of calls to
the hotline dealing with suicide, Mr.
Klassel makes a point of bringing his
training booklet with him to every
shift.

“The CONTACT volunteer train-
ing program was very good. I also
discovered that certain techniques I
learned in my acting training, such as
breathing, centering yourself, listen-
ing closely and role-playing dovetail
so well and are also effective on the

phone line,” he added.
“It’s so important for callers to

know someone is interested and hears
them,” said Mr. Klassel. “This per-
son-centered focus ties in so well

with my work as a
Humanist Celebrant
officiating at major cel-
ebrations. It’s all about
listening to someone
and respecting their
wishes.”

According to Mr.
Klassel, it is the one-
on-one human connec-
tion that is especially
rewarding to him. “It’s
an intense interaction,
but also one that is lim-
ited by the length of
the phone call. I like
that aspect of the vol-
unteer work at CON-
TACT.”

For more informa-
tion on volunteering for CONTACT
We Care, or to register for the training
class beginning Monday, February 25,
call (908) 301-1820.

EMPATHY…CONTACT
We Care volunteer Barry
Klassel of Scotch Plains of-
fers the gift of listening to a
caller in need.

Library and Hospital Plan
Literature-Medicine Talks

WESTFIELD – A series of dis-
cussions entitled “Literature and
Medicine: A Community Dialogue,”
which is open to the public, will be
held at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary beginning this month.

Atlantic Health’s Overlook Hos-
pital Palliative Care Program has
received a grant from the Blanche
and Irving Laurie Foundation of
Roseland for the new six-session
winter seminar series.

The fundamental goal of the pro-
gram is to create a community of
readers and thinkers who will pon-
der stories that illuminate the chal-
lenges people face as individuals
and families when illness enters
their lives.

A nominal fee of $35 will be
charged for this “book club” to cover
books and a light dinner. Sessions
will be held the fourth Wednesday of
each month from 6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
Session dates are January 23, Febru-
ary 27, March 26, April 23, May 28
and June 25.

Selections will be made from con-
temporary bestsellers like Art
Buchwald’s “Too Soon to Say
Goodbye,” William Carlos Williams’
“The Doctor Stories,” Lisa Belkin’s
“First Do No Harm” and Simone De
Beauvoir’s “A Very Easy Death,” as
well as classics such as Leo Tolstoy’s
“The Death of Ivan Illyich.”

Fiction, memoir, short story, po-
etry, essay, plays and film will be
among the genres selected. The
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor this program in conjunction
with Overlook Hospital.

For more information about “Lit-
erature and Medicine: A Commu-
nity Dialogue,” call Nancy Gross at
(908) 522-2894. To register for the
program, call (800) 247-9580.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
For more information, call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for
a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

KEEPING HER MEMORY ALIVE…The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
dedicated its new ambulance December 9 in memory of dispatcher Evelyn Pierce.
The ambulance was purchased with the help of a grant from the Westfield
Foundation. Pictured, from left to right, are: Betsy Chance, executive director of the
Westfield Foundation; Reid Edles, president of the rescue squad; Jonathan Pierce,
Sr., son of Evelyn Pierce, and Dr. Joseph DeMaio, a Westfield Foundation trustee.

Tickets Are Available
For ‘Mom’s the Word’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will present “Mom’s the
Word,” a humorous look at mother-
hood, on Thursday, January 24. All
are invited to attend.

A wine and cheese reception will
kick off the evening at 7 p.m. The
performance will follow at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at
the door. They can be purchased at
the JCC or online at jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Seating is limited and
advance ticket purchase is strongly
recommended.

For more information, contact
Robin Brous at rbrous@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 204.
This arts program is made possible
in part by a 2007 HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

SUPER BOWL
SPECIAL

homade turkey chili

sirloin chili

sausage and peppers

baked ziti

stuffed cabbage

. . . and much more

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Visit us during Catholic Schools Week! 
A Special Open House Event

Tuesday, January 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.

Presentations • Classroom Observation •Music • Tours • and more!   
Call 908-322-4265 to reserve your space. 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW
ACADEMY
STRIVE • BUILD  • ACHIEVE

Pre-K through Grade 8  

2032 Westfield Avenue • Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 •www.stbacademy.org

The JCC of Central NJ presents ... 

     7:00 P.M. Wine & Cheese Reception 

     8:00 P.M. Performance  
 

Tickets:  $7 in advance, $10 at the door 
 

Tickets are available at www.jccnj.org or at the JCC.  

 
This arts program is made possible in part by a 2007 HEART (Arts Reaching Thousands)  

Grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

The funniest, most thought-provoking show about motherhood around! 

A Fun and Funny Mom’s Night Out! 
Thursday, January 24  

Wilf Jewish Community Campus 
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org 

Great New Store Special
Fantastic Savings

No One Makes Children’s Furniture Better Than Bellini

Area Club Provides
Outdoor Excursions

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club regularly offers hiking
and bicycling activities in central and
northern New Jersey. Membership
dues are $10 per year. Guests are
invited to try out. For a complimen-
tary schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

Lambertis Welcome
Daughter, Elyse

Maureen and Joseph Lamberti of
Scotch Plains have announced the birth
of their daughter, Elyse Marie Lamberti,
on Monday, November 12, at 11:56
p.m. at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Elyse weighed 8 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Darlene and Les Cadigan of Long
Branch.

Her paternal grandparents are
Wendy Lamberti of Yaphank, N.Y.
and Joseph Lamberti, Sr. of East
Setauket, N.Y.

Elyse’s maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Madeline and John Jacob of
Naples, Fla.

Her paternal great-grandmother is
Antoinette Lamberti of Saint James,
N.Y.

Elyse’s godparents are Timothy and
Jill Cadigan of Hazlet and Alissa
Lamberti of Saint James, N.Y.

Library Plans Evenings
Featuring Animation
FANWOOD – Two animated film

programs will be presented at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

On Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30
p.m., the animated film Shrek, a PG-
rated parody of familiar fairy tales
will be shown.

“The History of Animation” will
follow on Wednesday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m. Local film/video archivist
Russell Scholl will present a histori-
cal survey of animated shorts up to
the status of present time.

For more information and to regis-
ter, call the library at (908) 322-6400.


