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Westfield Superintendent Notes
Taxpayers will not Receive Relief

State GOP Chairman Wilson Calls
Governor Corzine’s Plan a ‘Myth’

On January 7, the new school-funding
bill for New Jersey passed by the mini-
mum number of votes in both the Senate
and Assembly. Because this legislation
was rushed through on the last day of the
lame-duck legislative session and amend-
ments seen only by legislators were added
at the last minute, no district knows ex-
actly how the new funding will impact
local budgets.

What we do know in Westfield is that
we will continue to receive a minimum
amount of state aid and that we will re-
ceive only one third of the special-educa-
tion aid funding received by the majority

of districts in the state. As a result, our
taxpayers will not see any tax relief. As
we continue to look at the numbers and
ask questions, we will keep the public
informed as to the impact of the formula
on Westfield. In the meantime, I wish to
acknowledge the efforts of our Board of
Education, administration, staff and par-
ents for reaching out to state officials in
support of the Westfield Public Schools
in our continued partnership of school
and community.

Margaret Dolan, Superintendent
Westfield Public Schools

It’s time to get mad. Today (last Tues-
day), Governor Jon Corzine ignored the
message sent by voters in November and
outlined another plan to borrow billions
more that will only result in New Jereyans
paying more just so state government can
spend more.

It is dishonest at best to call a plan that
includes as much as a 500-percent driv-
ing-tax increase and $40 billion in new
debt fiscally responsible. This is the big-
gest borrowing scheme in the history of
our nation.

The Governor’s “road tax” plan bor-
rows heavily and ushers in even more
government spending. At the end of the
day, toll payers will be paying an addi-
tional $4 billion, and the Governor plans to
spend every penny. His claim that he is
holding spending “flat” is completely false.

Under Corzine’s plan, over the next
decade, the cost of the average Turnpike
trip would increase from $1.20 to $5.85,
the average Parkway trip would rise from
35 cents to $1.60 and the average Ex-
pressway toll would go from 50 cents to
$2.40. And, a 35-cent toll would be put on

Route 440 in 2010.
The Governor needs to follow the lead

of the millions of New Jersey families
who’ve been forced to cut back on spend-
ing to pay their higher tax bills. We don’t
need to restructure the state’s finances;
we need to restructure state government
to make it smaller and more affordable.
The answer is simple: it’s the spending,
stupid.

The Republican alternative is to cut
spending first, not raise taxes or tolls.
Republicans have offered more than $3
billion in specific spending cuts to the
state’s out-of-control budget over the last
three years. All of the cuts have been
rejected by the Governor.

Make your voice heard. Write letters to
your local newspapers, call into radio-
station programs and tell your family and
neighbors. E-mail us at
communications@njgop.org to get our
“Top 5 Myths about Governor Corzine’s
Plan.”

Tom Wilson
New Jersey Republican Chairman
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Will Aid Formula Become First Step
In Replacing Local School Boards?
With Governor Jon Corzine signing into law the

new school aid funding formula on Sunday, local
school boards are trying to understand just what it
means.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s case, the school dis-
trict projects that it will be required to return to the
township property taxpayers 7 of the 10 percent aid
increase received from the state – an amount of about
$450,000.

Still, the school district nets a 3-percent increase.
Somehow, this is calculated from the formula of the
new legislation, that if the SP-F school system spends
the full 10-percent increase, then it will spend more
than allowed per student. About 20 percent of the
state’s 600 school districts face this dilemma.

Westfield is upset because it is only getting a 2-
percent increase in state aid. But, in Westfield’s case,
it seems that it can spend it all without returning
anything to the property taxpayer. So, Westfielders
won’t be getting any property-tax giveback through
this program.

To us, it gets even more confusing. If a district
would need to return state-aid money to the property
taxpayers, why tax the property taxpayers in the first
place? Also, why are the districts upset? They are
getting an increase in aid. The aid has been flat for a
couple of years now. This Governor’s plan calls for
an increase in state aid by about $560 million of the
$7.5-billion state-aid total.

The Governor has no idea how he’s going to pay

for this, along with the $billions of indebtedness,
unless he sells the Turnpike. He says, “Pigs will fly
over the Statehouse before there’s a realistic level of
new taxes or spending cuts that can fix this mess.”

This will be an interesting budget preparation year
for the superintendents and the boards of education.
Once they get things the way they want with the
unions, the PTAs and the boards, then they present
them to the voters for approval – well, not quite so in
Union County.

This year, Union County is one of the 10 counties
in the state to have a “Super-Superintendent” (SSI).
Carmen Centuolo is Union County’s SSI, residing in
her office located at the county building at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

The SSI will have authority over what school
districts can and cannot do, what they can and cannot
spend, as well as how their operations may be
directed to change.

The SSI can even redirect students from one school
district, say Elizabeth, to another one, say Westfield,
should the SSI deem the one district is better equipped
for the job.

Presumably, after all this, the public is asked to
approve the respective budgets. It makes us wonder,
“Why bother?” If a budget is defeated by the public,
then what?

To us, this seems to be the Governor’s first step for
dismantling the state’s education system and replac-
ing the local school boards. With what, we wonder.

New Year Brings New Faces
At All Levels of Government

Now that the New Year has been rung in, we would
like to congratulate the newly sworn-in elected offi-
cials.

In Westfield, Frank Arena has taken the reins as the
new councilman in the first ward, while Anthony
Parenti has joined the Fanwood Borough Council.
Mr. Arena previously ran for freeholder in 2004 and
has served on the board of directors of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC). Mr. Parenti is
well known as the borough’s former police chief and
director of the Union County police academy in
Scotch Plains.

Mountainside sees a new council member, Jeff
Wass. He will be working with a veteran council led
by Mayor Robert Viglianti, entering his sixth, four-
year term, and Keith Turner, entering his 18th year
on the council. Glenn Mortimer, sworn into a fourth
term, is entering his 10th year on the governing body.
Garwood has two new council members, Democrat
Stephen Napolitano and Republican Anthony Sytko.

Scotch Plains did not have an election in 2007 but
will have one this year. Martin Marks, entering his
ninth year as mayor, is running for Congress and,
thus, may not be running for reelection as mayor.

At the county level, Rayland Van Blake of Plainfield
was sworn in January 6 as the newest freeholder.
Angel Estrada will chair the board this year, with Al
Mirabella of Fanwood serving as vice chairman. Mr.
Mirabella will chair the board’s fiscal affairs com-
mittee, with Nancy Ward taking on the responsibility
of chairing the Open Space, Historical Preservation
and Recreation Trust Fund.

Other new area officials include Kathi Fiamingo,
the new elected mayor of Kenilworth, and Cranford’s

new appointed mayor, Robert Puhak.
At the state level, there are 16 new state senators

(the state has 40 senators), most of whom moved up
from the Assembly, and 24 new members of the 80-
member General Assembly. Hopefully, these new
fresh faces in Trenton will bring fiscal responsibility
to this state. At the leadership level, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) is the new Senate mi-
nority leader for the Republicans, while Senator
Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden), a Democrat, has
taken over the chairmanship of the Senate State
Government Committee.

We encourage residents to communicate their
thoughts to their elected officials.

Our local officials will be faced with even more
tightening of the budget belts this year, given the
state’s fiscal problems and the new 4-percent cap on
property-tax increases (although, we understand there
are workarounds from this limit).

We encourage more dialogue between the county
and municipalities on how to merge operations to
reduce the burden on taxpayers. Mr. Estrada has said
the county will move ahead this year with its plans
for a new animal shelter in Springfield. This county-
wide initiative will save towns some money on
animal-control services.

While municipal officials have attended shared-
services workshops with the county, residents need
to be given the opportunity to share their recommen-
dations on reducing the cost of government. After
all, they are the ones paying the taxes.

Reducing the burden on taxpayers must be the
main concern addressed this year by our new and
returning elected officials.

Publisher’s Note
Victoria McCabe

Victoria McCabe, part of our newspa-
per staff for two years, has taken a com-
munications position at the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra at its Newark head-
quarters.

We have had the privilege of watching
Vicki grow from intern to full-time staffer.
We will all miss her, her wonderful work
and charm.

Her new position is a career dream,
which matches her terrific music talent
and inherent interest in the subject matter.
Good luck, Vicki.

She continues to reside in Westfield.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dilaniation – A tearing in pieces
2. Hamadryas – Dog-faced ape
3. Hallux – The great toe
4. Thallassic – Of the sea or ocean

TRUTINATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. To weigh or consider
3. To please, charm or delight
4. Repetitious

DEICTIC
1. Pointing out or proving directly
2. Showing patience; calmness
3. Established practice or custom
4. The state of being worldly; mundane

TRUCULENCE
1. Grief, sorrow
2. Deriding or ridiculing behavior
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness

DEHORS
1. Abnormal fear of childbirth
2. A given site or location
3. In law, outside of or foreign to
4. Pertaining to the night

Resident Calls ‘Home School’ Plan
‘Subversive, Misguided, Possibly Illegal’

As school registration for our young is
soon upon us, I am writing you in the
hopes that the Westfield School District’s
likely transportation plan for the new
Lincoln Kindergarten School be exposed
and quickly rectified by our community.

Freely knowing and accepting that we
personally chose to live towards the outer
edge of the Wilson School’s boundaries
ourselves, we gladly moved to Westfield
for its’ quality schools and all else it has
to offer our entire family. The thought of
neighborhood elementary schools where
no K-5 child had to be bused seemed so
quaint and personal regardless of how
each family chose to tackle transportation
issues if they deemed walking inappro-
priate.

Yet, with the creation of the Lincoln
Kindergarten School, our school district
has chosen to forge a new, centralized
concept that takes children out of their
respective neighborhoods. As such, chil-
dren from the Wilson, Franklin and Wash-
ington areas can easily be close to three or
so miles away from Lincoln. Thus, many
children will be over the two-mile mark
requiring transportation as per our state’s
Department of Education laws (N.J.S.A.
18A:39-1.)

However, our school district’s response
is to realistically entertain the possibility
of fictitiously labeling each elementary
school a “home school,” thus requiring
parents to have their five-year-old chil-
dren first get to that elementary school, be
herded together like cattle, then shipped
off to Lincoln and vice versa. This is a
subversive, misguided, and possibly ille-
gal interpretation of the law as there is no
mention or allowance of “home schools”
in the legal text.

The board of education freely knows

that when parents are confronted with this
so-called option, most will just opt to
drive their children all the way to Lincoln
themselves as very few let five-year-olds
walk to any school these days. In turn, the
district will save some transportation
money. We, as justifiably concerned par-
ents, will lose out on one of the deserved
benefits of centralized schooling; safe
neighborhood stops for busing.

What’s next? Having middle-school
and high-school students utilize “home
schools” as well? If this plan is so legiti-
mate, why have we not already moved to
this system years ago for the sixth to 12th
grades?

Case law already supports the fact that
municipalities are responsible for safe
travel along public roadways or walk-
ways and that the failure to do so know-
ingly creates attractive hazards and liabil-
ity. One can argue that pooling massive
herds of rambunctious five-year-olds in
front of elementary schools as transfer
stations will create dangerous logistics
slaughterhouses on a daily basis. Addi-
tionally, bodily endangerment will come
in the form of increased, frenetic traffic
patterns around the elementary schools
and buses for both kindergarteners and
elementary children alike.

I urge all parents to call both the
Business and Transportation offices of
the Westfield Board of Education at
(908) 789-4401 to demand what our
children deserve and property taxes
warrant, multiple localized neighbor-
hood bus stops that safely transport our
children directly to and from kindergar-
ten.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

See more letters
on page 18

Former Resident Asks Bramnick to Help
Make Westfield Safer for Pedestrians

It is shocking that another pedestrian
has been killed on Westfield streets. Per-
sonally, I fear for the safety of my elderly
relative who is a resident and frequent
walker in downtown Westfield. Why
aren’t the untold local traffic accidents
and violations reported prominently in
the newspaper to promote awareness?

The recent pedestrian death was buried
on page 10. Perhaps Assemblyman
Bramnick, personal-injury lawyer, could
use his connections to help change New
Jersey from having nearly twice the na-
tional average for pedestrian deaths, by
promoting the transparency of safety sta-
tistics. Battling for state money for
Westfield schools is admirable, but if our
children are not safe, the money is mean-
ingless.

Recalling that State Education Com-
missioner Lucille Davy is a former Wash-
ington School parent, town officials might
use this connection to talk to her about
money, safety and the future of our chil-
dren. May no more Westfielders have to
share the heartache of a traffic tragedy,

particularly an experience such as mine at
age 11 of taking the call from my dis-
traught aunt telling us that my young
cousin had been killed by a car while
playing with his friends on a Bronx street.

Phil Falcone
Long Branch

Editor’s note: Mr. Falcone is a science
teacher, former Westfield resident,
BRAKES member and co-creator of the
Westfield Municipal Bicycling Map.

On November 8, 2007, in hopes of
increasing awareness of the problem, we
wrote on the editorial page - ‘It’s Dark
Now, And Pedestrians Encounter In-
creased Danger.’

The tragedy on January 4 involved the
victim and driver — neither was from
Westfield. The report was placed on the
page with the Police Blotter, a widely
read page.

Westfield has become a regional cen-
ter, and a way must be found to better
reach those who live outside of the com-
munity.

DEM Chair Debunks
Mayor Marks’ Record
Two weeks ago, Mayor Martin Marks

of Scotch Plains said, “Government has
simply become too wasteful, too bloated
and too expensive.” For once I thought,
Mayor Marks now realizes the excesses
in spending and taxation that he has pre-
sided over for the last six years.

It is clear that under his leadership
during those years, Scotch Plains has
collected more than $2,500,000 from the
taxpayers’ pocket that has not been spent
but is still sitting in the town’s accounts.

Mr. Marks also said that he signed a
pledge that “shows [his] willingness to
return our government to its core values
of fiscal discipline and keeping govern-
ment spending in check.” Perhaps he has
decided to slow the rate of capital spend-
ing he has supported for the last year or so
and had promised to continue this year.

Perhaps he intends to suggest a person-
nel manager who might create a working
environment for our municipal employ-
ees that will result in less costly lawsuits
by present and former employees against
Scotch Plains.

Perhaps he will encourage proper main-
tenance of municipal infrastructure so
that buildings do not need to be replaced
as we are witnessing now.

Perhaps he will insist that projects like
the renovation of the outside of the mu-
nicipal building be completed properly
before embarking on new capital projects.

Mr. Marks finished by saying that “he
would make fiscal and tax policy a center-
piece of his campaign.” At this point, I
realized that he was not talking about Scotch
Plains but was making promises with re-
gard to the future in his bid for the nomina-
tion to run for Congress. Promises for the
future are always easy to make.

If people want to know what Mayor
Marks really does with regard to “fiscal
and tax policy,” all they need to do is
check his record in Scotch Plains, where
he increased taxes by 48 percent since he
was mayor and built the largest surplus in
the town’s history.

Richard Samuel, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Resident Calls Councilman Glover the ‘Source’ of
‘One of the Ugliest Years’ in Scotch Plains Politics

If Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin
Glover’s assessment of his own perfor-
mance (January 10 letter to the editor, Coun-
cilman Glover Recaps 2007, Discusses 2008
Initiatives) in his first year on the township
council was not so sad, it would be laugh-
able. On his very first day on the township
council in 2007, Mr. Glover voted against
the very able and deserving assistant town-
ship attorney Lawrence Woodruff, instead
advocating the appointment of Democratic
campaign chairman and now-Democratic
party municipal chairman Dick Samuel.

Soon thereafter, Mr. Glover, grand-
standing, tried to block a parking ordi-
nance for the residential streets near the
high school and was caught taking hand
signals to defeat the ordinance from his
political boss, Mr. Samuel. Ultimately, it
was that ordinance, adopted by a bi-par-
tisan remainder of the township council
that led to an open dialogue between the
school district, the Borough of Fanwood,
and Scotch Plains Township. That dia-
logue then led to the creation of a new
student-permit-parking plan, which ap-
pears to be working nicely for the area.

When it came to the 2007 budget, Mr.

Glover’s self-assessment of his performance
is a tad skewed. He advocated for an overly
aggressive use of the town’s budget surplus
when his colleagues on the council and the
township’s financial professionals, includ-
ing municipal manager Tom Atkins, CFO
Lori Majeski and the township’s auditing
team, publicly warned that the Glover ap-
proach was reckless. As for his “hopes” for
the 2008 budget, Mr. Glover claims to have
seen financials indicating that there will be
no need for a municipal tax increase this
year. Just what financials has he seen?

Mayor Martin Marks stated at the 2008
reorganization meeting that Mr. Atkins
has yet to present the council with the
executive proposed budget that, if my un-
derstanding is correct, contains an over-
view of what the revenues of the town have
been this last year. Mayor Marks went on
to relate that construction-permit-fee rev-
enue was down quite a bit in 2007.

Please don’t tease us, Mr. Glover, with
promises of property-tax freezes if they
cannot be reasonably delivered. It’s easy
to advocate for a property-tax freeze
knowing that the remainder of the council
won’t join in your recklessness.

Later in the year, political boss Mr.
Samuel publicly ridiculed volunteers on
the recreation commission. He was ulti-
mately admonished at a well-attended
meeting by the council, recreation com-
missioners and the public. Mr. Glover
danced around holding Mr. Samuel ac-
countable for his outrageous behavior.
He attempted to change the subject and
stated that while our volunteers should
not be ridiculed, our township employees
could be subject to public critique.

Finally, before a packed house at the
high school, Mr. Glover abstained from
voting on the Southside Field-renova-
tion. Those appreciative of the town’s
efforts to provide adequate recreational
facilities will not forget his abstention.

To his credit, Mr. Glover’s disposition
at the 2008 reorganization meeting was a
breath of fresh air. Looking back to 2007,
however, it was one of the more ugly
years in township politics.

I hope the public sees through these
political tactics. What we want is a bipar-
tisan council and a better Scotch Plains.

Mary DePaola
Scotch Plains
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