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ON THE JOB…Union County Assignment Judge Walter Barisonek swears in
Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow for a second five-year term as his
wife Daria holds the Bible during a ceremony on January 9 in the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sCorzine Hires Bob Franks
To Pitch Restructuring Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Governor Jon
Corzine last week appointed former
Republican Congressman Bob Franks
of Berkeley Heights, whom he defeated
in the 2000 U.S. Senate race, to build
support for his proposed state financial
restructuring and debt reduction plan.

In a statement released January 9,
Mr. Corzine said, “Bob’s extraordi-
nary leadership skills in this endeavor
to help right New Jersey’s financial
ship is a shining example of the fact
that our financial challenges do not
know party lines and that our solu-
tions shouldn’t either.”

The Governor’s plan, previously
called “monetization,” includes toll
increases on the Garden State Park-
way, New Jersey Turnpike and Atlan-
tic City Expressway of 50 percent in
2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022 along
with “annual cost-of-living adjust-
ments” to eliminate what he said is
$32 billion in state-bonded debt. He
said the average trip on the Turnpike
would rise from $2.05 today to $5.80
in 10 years under his proposal.

Mr. Franks spent eight years repre-
senting the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict and 13 years in the State Assem-
bly representing the 22nd Legislative
District. He will serve as chairman of
the Governor’s Financial Restructur-
ing and Debt Relief Campaign, a vol-
unteer position. The former congress-
man serves as president of the
Bridgewater-based Healthcare Insti-
tute of New Jersey.

“You may ask how a fiscally con-
servative Republican like myself
could find common ground with a
liberal Democrat like Jon Corzine,”
Mr. Franks said in a press release
issued by the Governor’s office. “The
answer is simply that the Governor
has broken with tradition in Trenton
and declared that we have to trans-
form the way we handle the state’s
finances. My grandfather taught me a
long time ago that when you find
yourself in a deep hole, the first rule

is to stop digging.”
While calling Mr. Franks “a good

friend and a mentor,” State Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), said, “On this issue,
though, we disagree.”

“After six years and 64 tax in-
creases, the Governor is now propos-
ing the biggest tax-and-borrowing
scheme that our state has ever seen. I
think it will make our state more
unaffordable in the years to come,”
said Mr. Kean, when reached for com-
ment last Thursday. Mr. Kean worked
for the Congressman in the 1990s.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), Assembly Minority
Whip, said, “Bob Franks is a very
well-respected Republican. From a
political perspective, I think it is a
pretty significant move by the Gover-
nor,” he said. “I think everyone has an
open mind on what the Governor and
Bob Franks have to say. He will cer-
tainly get the ear of Republicans.”

The legislator said GOP Assembly
members are still analyzing the
Governor’s plan. “The devil is al-
ways in the details,” he said.

State Senator Jennifer Beck (LD-
12, Red Bank) called the Governor’s
proposal a “little more than a road tax
on middle-class New Jersey families.”

State Democratic Party Chairman
Joseph Cryan, a State Assemblyman
representing the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict Union County, said in a prepared
statement, “Everyone needs to under-
stand and accept the fact that we have
a serious crisis that we literally can’t
afford to ignore. People should resist
the reflex to criticize the plan for po-
litical reasons or to oppose his solu-
tions because they are difficult…But
he shouldn’t be left alone to do it all
himself. If we care about the future of
New Jersey, we should work with him
in a productive way.”

The Governor is holding Town Hall
meetings in each of the state’s 21
counties to detail his plan. Meetings
were held this past week in Livingston,
Hackensack and Randolph.

Romankow Enters Second Term
As Union County Prosecutor
State Superior Court Assignment

Judge for Union County Walter
Barisonek swore in Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow to his sec-
ond, five-year term on Wednesday.

More than 200 people attended the
4 p.m. ceremony, including State
Senator Ray Lesniak. Former Gover-
nor Jim McGreevey first appointed
Mr. Romankow to the position in
2002. The State Senate gave its con-
sent to Governor Jon Corzine’s reap-
pointment of the prosecutor on the
last day of the 212th Legislative Ses-
sion on January 7.

Retired Senator Kavanaugh
Dies; Served 32 Years

Former Senator Walter Kavanaugh
– a Republican who represented New
Jersey’s 16th Legislative District,
covering parts of Somerset County –
died on January 9 at 74 after a long
illness. The legislator officially left
office January 7 after 32 years in
Legislature, the past 10 in the State
Senate. The Star-Ledger reported he
was the seventh-longest-serving leg-
islator in state history.

Sabrin to Announce Another
 Senate Run, Politickernj Says
Murray Sabrin, a Ramapo College

professor who ran unsuccessfully for
the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate
in 2000, will announce his candidacy
for the U.S. Senate seat of Frank
Lautenberg this year, politickernj.com
announced.

He would join GOP candidates
State Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD-
26, Morris Plains) and former New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce Chair
Anne Evans Estabrook of Spring
Lake.

Mr. Sabrin ran unsuccessfully for
governor as a Libertarian in 1997.

Senator Scutari to Chair
State Government Committee
Senate President Dick Codey (LD-

27, West Orange) named State Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden)
chairman of the Senate State Govern-
ment Committee last Thursday. He
previously served as vice chairman.
Senator Barbara Buono (LD-18,
Metuchen) will head the appropria-
tions and budget committee.

Clark GOP Committee to Host
Forum for Congress Hopefuls
The Clark Republican Municipal

Committee will host a forum for GOP
candidates running for Congress in
the 7th District on Thursday, October
24, at 7:30 p.m. at Gran Centurions,
located at 440 Madison Hill Road.
The event is open to elected GOP
officials and county-committee mem-
bers.

Weichert Head Proposes Tax
Credit for Homebuyers

James Weichert, president and
founder of Weichert Realtors, said he
intends to urge Congress to support
and enact legislation that would pro-
vide a tax credit for homebuyers in an

effort to stimulate the economy.
“To me, the fastest and most logical

way to economic recovery would be to
provide an incentive, in the form of a
tax credit, to home buyers to re-ener-
gize the housing market and, in turn,
other sectors of the economy,” he said
in a press release issued January 10.

Kerry Endorses Obama in Bid
For Democratic Nomination

U.S. Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.),
the 2004 Democratic nominee for
President, endorsed Barack Obama
last Thursday over U.S. Senator
Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) and 2004
running mate, John Edwards.

Bryant Seeks to Use Campaign
Cash to Pay for His Defense

Former State Senator Wayne Bryant
has sought approval from the state
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion to tap into some $642,500 in
campaign cash in order to use it in his
defense against federal-corruption
charges.

Frederick Herrmann, the
commission’s executive director, said
this is the first time such a request has
been made to use campaign funds to
pay for a criminal defense, The Cou-
rier-Post reported.

Mr. Bryant was indicted in April on
20 counts  for allegedly using his
power as Senate budget chairman post
to steer millions of dollars in grants to
two state schools that gave him no-
show jobs, which he used to triple his
public pension.

All NJ Elec. College Votes
To Go to National Winner

Governor Jon Corzine signed legis-
lation on Sunday that will deliver all of
the state’s 15 Electoral College votes
in the Presidential election to the win-
ner of the national popular vote, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

 The measure could give the Elec-
toral College votes to a candidate
who did not win the New Jersey.
Maryland is the only other state that
has approved the measure.

Pennacchio to Launch
Campaign for Senate

State Senator Joseph Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) is expected to
formally launch his candidacy for the
Republican nomination for the United
States Senate today. He joins Anne
Evans Estabrook, former chairman
of the New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce, and Ramapo College Profes-
sor Murray Sabrin in the race for the
GOP nomination to face incumbent
Frank Lautenberg, a Democrat, in the
November.

Bramnick Moves Office
To North Ave. in WF

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) has moved his legisla-
tive office to 251 North Avenue, West,
second floor. The three-term legisla-
tor had been sharing office space at
250 Elm Street with State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
the new senate minority leader. His
new phone number is (908) 232-2073.

Viglianti Thanks Volunteers
During His Annual Address
Editor’s Note: The following an-

nual address by Mountainside Mayor
Robert Viglianti was edited for length.

By Mayor Robert Viglianti
This evening we expressed our ap-

preciation to Werner Schon for his 25
years of unselfish service to our com-
munity. Werner now joins a long list
of men and women who have given so
much to make Mountainside the com-
munity we love and have chosen to
raise our children.

One cannot look around our com-
munity without seeing the results of
hundreds of men and women who,
like Werner, have given of themselves
to better our town.

Members of the Mountainside Li-
ons Club have decorated the Christ-
mas tree on Route 22 and New Provi-
dence Road for over 40 years. Sadly,
the tree has died and this is its last
year. Several years ago, when this
tree started to look in despair, we had
a new tree planted in the area. The old
tree will be removed, the area will be
cleaned and the surrounding trees will
be trimmed so that next year we will
have a new tree.

Another vital part of Mountainside’s
success is the fact that a large percent
of our employees live here. No em-
ployee is required to live in town, yet
we have a high percentage of our po-
lice officers who reside in
Mountainside. Who knows a commu-
nity better than a police officer? Many
non-police employees also have cho-
sen Mountainside for their homes.

Sue Winans, now retired, was an
excellent example of a resident who
truly cared about our community. Sue
led our recreation programs from its
conception and created one of the
best recreation departments around.
Today, our recreation programs are in
the capable hands of Frank Masella
and Adam Lieb who both are con-
tinuing the tradition.

Two long-time residents of
Mountainside, Blanche and George

Watts (both now deceased) left us
with the Watts Mountainside Com-
munity Foundation, which has pro-
vided our community with a bus that
not only provides transportation for a
wheel-chaired person, but also is be-
ing used by all from our youth to our
seniors.

Another life time resident of
Mountainside, Dr. Marilyn Hart has
the distinction of being the only
woman to have served on the bor-
ough council. Her husband, David
Hart, who was also my eighth-grade
science teacher, later served on the
council making them the only hus-
band-and-wife team to be members
of borough council.

For 35 years, John Post’ legal ad-
vice has had a major impact on the
quality of life for all of Mountainside.
He and his firm have led Mountainside
through major legal actions that, if
lost, would have had very negative
effects on our community.

Mike Disko has demonstrated more
devotion, more concern, and more
expertise than most public employ-
ees. He has, with his firm, completed
miles of new roads, improved many
areas of our storm water flow and
retention systems, helped design each
of our lighted recreation fields and
has been a key component of every
borough project for the past 16 years
including the renovations and addi-
tions to the municipal building. Start-
ing on the road of retirement, Mr.
Disko will be accepting the position
of assistant engineer and his son,
Michael, will now take over the reins
while the borough will still have ac-
cess to Mr. Disko’s years of experi-
ence and to his input.

Werner (Schon), you are leaving
the council this evening, without a
pension, and without lifetime health
care. You are, however, now joining a
very long list of residents who always
cared about, and worked for the bet-
terment of our community.


