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Linklater to Direct Film Adapted
From Westfield Author’s Work

Robert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert Kaplow

Westfield Resident and Author

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield resident
author Robert Kaplow had a busy
2007.

This past year, Phoenix Books of
Beverly Hills, Calif., published his
seventh novel – a satirical account of
writers, critics and publishers – titled
“Who’s Killing the Great Writers of
America?”

In addition, Mr. Kaplow heard the
good news that an earlier novel – a
book for young adults titled “Me and
Orson Welles” – was optioned for
film.

The author, who came to live in
Westfield when he was 2, went
through the Westfield school system.
Now living in Metuchen, Mr.
Kaplow’s writings don’t journey far
from his hometown, as Westfield has
a place in all of his books, except
“Who’s Killing the Great Writers of
America?”

“Westfield is, for me, an emotional
focal point,” he said.

“Although I don’t live [in Westfield]
anymore, it represents, to me, my
youth,” he said.

“Me and Orson Welles” surrounds
the adolescent angst of 17-year-old

Richard Samuels played against the
backdrop of Broadway’s Mercury
Theatre and Orson Welles’ 1937 de-
but production of Julius Caesar.

Mr. Kaplow said he was inspired to
write the book by a picture he saw in
a 1937 copy of Theatre Arts Monthly
in the basement of the Rutgers Uni-
versity Library.

The photo depicted the 22-year old

Welles sitting alongside a young ac-
tor on the set of Julius Caesar.

“I realized that the photo wasn’t
about Welles; it was about the youth,”
said Mr. Kaplow.

The author researched the photo
and located the actor, who, nearly 70
years later, was still alive and living
in New York City.

Me and Orson Welles goes into
production in London next month
and will be directed by Richard
Linklater, best known for his direc-
tion of Dazed and Confused and A
Scanner Darkly.

Zac Ephron of the Disney Channel’s
“High School Musical” movies will
play the lead role of Richard Samuels.

Mr. Kaplow will oversee the pro-
duction as creative consultant.

In addition to writing, Mr. Kaplow
teaches English and Film Studies at
Summit High School.

He is also the creator of “Moe
Moskowitz and the Punsters,” in
which he contributes satirical lyrics
and commentary on National Public
Radio’s Morning Edition.

Many of Mr. Kaplow’s books have
won awards. “Alessandra in Love,”
“Alex Icicle: A Romance in Ten
Torrid Chapters” and “Me and
Orson Welles” all received citations
from the American Library Asso-
ciation.

In addition, “Me and Orson Welles”
was named a “New York Public Li-
brary Best YA Book of the Year” and
an “American Library Association
Best Book for Young Adults.”

Mr. Kaplow’s books can be pur-
chased locally.

Registration Begins
For NJWA Programming

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, located at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, is currently registering stu-
dents for courses in its winter pro-
gram schedule.

The Music Studio, which offers
private vocal and instrumental mu-
sic lessons to both children and
adults, began its 11-week winter
session on Monday, January 7. Be-
ginning- to advanced-level students
may enroll for 30-, 45- or 60-minute
lessons in strings, guitar, wood-
winds, brass, percussion, piano or
voice.

Group lessons are also offered in
the Kids on Keys program, which
helps children to learn piano funda-
mentals through Musique Rapid.
Taught by Susannah Marks, the sys-
tem includes a take-home kit with a
keyboard and game board. Classes
are being held on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Sundays. The next session
begins on Tuesday, February 12.

The Music Studio also offers op-
portunities for area musicians to
play in its bands, orchestras and
ensembles. These include the Full
Count Big Band, the NJWA Con-
cert Band, Alphorn Ensemble,
Chamber Orchestra, Simply Strings
and the NJWA Rockin’ Jazz En-
semble.

Kids ‘n’ Arts – a drop-off program
in art, music and theater for children
ages 3 through 5 – will be held on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-

days. The two-hour sessions are of-
fered from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. beginning February 12.
Taught by Diane Burkam and Valerie
Pineda, children are encouraged to
create arts and crafts while listening
to Mozart. Children will learn about
rhythm and pitch using their voices
and percussion and tonal instruments.
Music class includes an introduction
to the recorder and violin. In the the-
ater segment, children learn to ex-
press themselves through acting ex-
ercises, storytelling, puppetry and
pantomime.

The Creative Drama and Perfor-
mance Workshop, for students in
grades 3 through 6, began its second
semester on January 8. Directed by
Donna Stein, this class focuses on
movement, concentration, panto-
mime, improvisation, dialogue, char-
acter, story development and stag-
ing.

Taught by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, the Musical Theater
course, highlighting acting, singing
and performance techniques, will start
its winter semester on Saturday,
March 1. Classes for beginners, ages
8 to 11, and intermediate level, ages
12 to 14, will be held on Thursdays
and Saturdays. A section for advanced
students, ages 14 to 18, will also be
conducted on Saturdays.

For more information on any pro-
gram of the NJWA, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

We all have one…a friend we apolo-
gize for liking. Others just see the
faults. We see the compassion. The
thought here being that if Rob Reiner’s
sentimental The Bucket List was a
person, it’d be that sort of pal. Star-
ring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Free-
man as a doomed duet who bond to
sing their swan song, such schmaltz
is an acquired taste.

It’s the type of emotive experience
that causes detractors to sharpen their
critical knives. Which is understand-
able if you fear an excess of pathos in
the movies will weaken the species.
But there may be another factor be-
hind the dismay. Edward and Carter
have terminal cancer. And the first
twenty minutes pull no punches in
impressing that fact.

Adding to the inherent challenges
of Justin Zackham’s script are the
dual celebrations it sets in motion. As
you’ve doubtlessly noticed from com-
mercials featuring the grand geezers
racing muscle cars and generally run-
ning amok, the first fetes life. Left out
of the trailers is the acknowledgment
to death. Important to the film, it’s
slightly less fun.

In fact, probably the only one
amused by that dreaded inevitability
is the Grim Reaper himself. And while
I’m by no means a fan of the institu-
tion he heads, the movie interestingly
reminds that being human means
embracing a whole genre of humor
regarding its prospects. That is, there’s
an art to whistling past the graveyard.

Which is just one aspect of the
touching odyssey Carter Chambers
(Freeman) and Edward Cole
(Nicholson) embark upon once they
decide to fulfill the bucket list. That’s
a euphemism for things to be accom-
plished before kicking the bucket,
wishfully penned by Carter and es-
pied by his hospital roomie, the play-
ful billionaire etched by cool ol’ Jack.

The latter is not only smitten by the
fantasy, but offers to bankroll it. Natu-
rally, the auto mechanic initially rails at
his partner-in-destiny’s pretentious in-
vasion. But then, veteran moviegoers
know full well the appealing charm of
a Nicholson character that invites you
out for a good time. Carter’s diagnosis
does not include crazy. He submits.

Thus begins the adventure of a life-
time, relatively speaking, preciously
crammed into the 11th hour and brim-
ming with goodwill if not always
cheer. For while director Reiner takes
occasional license in exploring this
cornucopia of wish fulfillment, real-
ity is always there, waiting in the
wings, giving substance and meaning
to the whole gambit.

This bittersweet aspect could be
another thing the aforementioned
Spartans mightn’t like. Not

everybody’s comfortable with public
weeping, even in the cover of dark.
Now, I really had a cinder in my eye.
But it’s doubtful that’s what caused
crocodile tears to well in the baby
blues of several accompanying mov-
iegoers, some of ‘em really big guys,
too.

Credit Nicholson and Freeman for
the involuntary waterfalls. You see,
they’ve come to be familiar friends.
That’s part of it. No surprise, Free-
man again narrates, apparently even
beyond the grave. But these treasures
are such skillful actors that we also
buy into their make-believe perso-
nas. Which are, ostensibly, symbols
of mankind’s fate.

The subtexts are convincing
enough, though a better meshing with
the primary tale would have made for
a tighter movie. Carter, the more com-
plicated, intellectual one, had hoped
to be a history teacher. But life hap-
pening the way it does led to fixing
cars, stoical acceptance and a stalled
marriage.

His complementing antithesis, Ed-
ward Cole started making money as a
teenager and never looked back. He
cracks wise about his slew of ex wives.
But the owner of hospitals hasn’t let
that deter him from becoming the
consummate bon vivant. That is, until
this virulent fly crash-lands in the
ointment. His one regret involves a
long lost daughter.

But he trucks on, especially now
that he has a playmate. Actually, it’s a
selfish bit of symbiosis on both their
parts, at least for starters. Yet
expectedly and happily for us, the
men have hardly checked off three of
their final wishes when we realize, to
quote Bogart’s Rick, that “...this is
the beginning of a beautiful friend-
ship.”

That’s the real drawing card. The
interplay between Edward and Carter,
replete with ups, downs and the tell-
ing compromises that make for
epiphany and understanding, is ex-
quisitely realized. Carefully distrib-
uted bits of gallows humor and some
downright silly if not embarrassing
moments, like the skydiving scene,
help balance the heavy stuff.

After all, this is an American, ma-
jor studio release…about a generally
taboo topic. So, while unlikely that
they’ll spin it into a sitcom, by classi-
cal definition it is a comedy. And
though stopping well short of con-
vincing us we should look forward to
death, an empathic taking of life’s
inventory makes The Bucket List a
fulfilling experience.

* * *
The Bucket List, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed
by Rob Reiner and stars Jack
Nicholson, Morgan Freeman and Sean
Hayes. Running time: 97 minutes.
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The Bucket List:
Death Takes a Holiday

Singers to Hold Auditions
For International Concerts

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers group performs every type of
music, from Classical to Broadway,
from the Big Band sound to popular
American Standards. The singers even
perform original music and enjoy two
seasons that coincide with the school
year.

The group begins rehearsals in late
August for a holiday concert in De-
cember before resuming rehearsals
in January for a spring concert in
May.

In addition, the Celebration Sing-
ers and Children’s Choir get out into
the community for performances that
include tree-lighting ceremonies, hos-
pital and nursing-home visits, as well
as town festivals.

During the upcoming summer, the

adult Celebration Singers will per-
form internationally in Eastern Eu-
rope, including Germany, Austria and
the Czech Republic.

Adult auditions will be held on
Tuesday, January 15, and Tuesday,
January 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. To join
the adult choir, a person must be at
least 18.

Singers under 18 may be accepted
at the discretion of the director. How-
ever, he or she should be at least a
junior in high school to qualify for
consideration.

All auditions will be held at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
located at the corners of Walnut and
Lincoln Avenues.

For more information, call (908)
241-8200, and leave a message.

Great Sounds of Symphony
Orchestra Ring in the New Year

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When a melody
haunts you a day or two after you’ve
heard it played, it’s either a classic or
a song that is bound to be one some-
day.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) New Year’s Eve presentation
offered a multitude of tunes that have
been deemed Broadway classics.

Under the inspired and animated
baton of Conductor and Music Direc-
tor David Wroe, the WSO assembled
a comfortable program this year en-
titled, “Hats Off to Old Broadway.”

Maestro Wroe proffered what he
called a “sampling menu of sounds
from the Golden Age of Musical The-
ater.” He explained that the unifying
trait of the selections was the “mar-
riage of music and words.”

Mr. Wroe called those selections
“small bundles of perfection,” and
they were just that, brought to life by
four accomplished vocalists and the
well-prepared orchestra.

From the first strains of
“Wunderbar” from Cole Porter’s 1948
musical Kiss Me Kate, the audience
enjoyed the familiar melodies. A flir-
tatious and vivacious mezzo-soprano,
September Bigelow, sang that rous-

ing opening number duet with pow-
erful baritone Darren Perry.

The second vocal pair of soprano
Joy Hermalyn and tenor Nat Chan-
dler acted and sang Leonard
Bernstein’s “Come Up to My Place”
from On the Town. Both performers
proved themselves terrific vocalists
and marvelous comedic actors. Their
lively and entertaining rendition
brought down the house.

From Carousel, Ms. Bigelow and
Mr. Chandler’s “If I Loved You” added
the right amount of hesitancy in un-
declared love. The 1945 Richard
Rogers’ classic was met with an ova-
tion.

In two surprising selection choices,
Mr. Wroe affirmed that Barbra
Streisand classics could be redone
when a vocalist is given license to
make it her own. Both female soloists
— Ms. Bigelow and Ms. Hermalyn
— did Jules Styne’s music proud in
their renditions of “People” and “I’m
the Greatest Star” from Funny Girl.

James Fuerst, assistant conductor
of the WSO, took the baton for the
second Styne number, which featured
a delicious muted trombone and stel-
lar French horn. As Ms. Hermalyn
proved the lyrics true in “Star,” the
orchestra matched her charisma and

verve note for note.
Another magnificent Cole Porter

ballad, “So in Love,” sung expres-
sively by Ms. Hermalyn and Mr. Perry,
proved lush. A sultry saxophone, plus
a violin obligato at the song’s end,
brought tears.

Picking up the tempo, the two male
singers had fun with, “There is noth-
ing like a Dame” from South Pacific,
while the females added their vocal
accompaniment.

The first half of the evening con-
cluded with “You are for Loving” and
the more familiar upbeat tune “Trolley
Song,” both from Meet Me in St. Louis.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN – Tiaras, tutus and du-
eling soldiers represent fantasies that
spark the imagination of children of all
ages in New Jersey Ballet’s production
of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker at the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.

Nutcracker has everything needed to
entertain and delight the audience, es-
pecially youngsters, including balleri-
nas, ball-gowned princesses, exquisite
musicians and spectacular dancers.

If that’s not enough, fog machines
provide clouds for angels to twirl upon,
and pyrotechnics accompany a boom-
ing cannon, for good measure.

When Nancy Hartmann, marketing
director of the NJ Ballet, said the show
is “great for children,” she’s not only
talking about the audience members
but the children who star in the produc-
tion, as well. “It’s a thrill for young
people to dance with professionals,”
she said.

At a VIP reception following the
opening-night performance on Decem-
ber 21, Westfield resident Sherryl Pas-
cal, Mrs. New Jersey American Beauty
and a spokesperson for NJ Ballet, ex-
plained the importance of children par-
ticipating in ballet.

NUTCRACKER SWEET…Westfield’s Spencer Pascal, left, and Scotch Plains’
Amber Chabus, a sixth grader at Terrill Middle School, sign autographs during
intermission at the New Jersey Ballet’s Nutcracker at the Paper Mill Playhouse.
Spencer played the role of Fritz in a number of the 14 performances, while Amber
enjoyed her role as a toy soldier.

NJ Ballet’s Nutcracker: Delightful
New Experience for Children
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“Ballet teaches children focus, com-
mitment and friendship,” Mrs. Pascal
said. Her son, Spencer, plays the role of
Fritz on various nights of the perfor-
mance.

The allure of Nutcracker, Ms.
Hartmann added, lies in the fact that
“young people can identify with the
children on stage” and are transported
with the main character, Clara, to places
all over the world.

Six-year-old audience member
Hannah Adamson of Rockaway just
might agree with that statement. Decked
out in a leopard-print dress, Hannah
waited excitedly in line during inter-
mission for autographs from some of
the cast members, including Scotch
Plains residents Alina Chabus, who
was costumed as a female mouse, and
Amber Chabus, who donned the uni-
form of a toy soldier.

To illustrate what gets the attention
of the younger contingent, when The
Leader/Times asked two boys, both
under 6, to name their favorite part of
the show, the younger of the two
grinned and shouted, “The
swordfight!”

It’s true. Nutcracker has something
for children – and children-at-heart –
on both sides of the footlights.
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