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This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.  

Literature and Medicine: 
A Community Dialogue

Overlook Hospital invites our neighbors in and around Westfield to 

join a ‘book club’ offering monthly reading and discussion of literary 

works that will enhance understanding of the human condition.

  “Could a greater miracle take place than for us to look through  

each other’s eyes for an instant."   Thoreau

Date               January – June 2008 

Time           Wednesdays 6:45-8:45pm 

            [1/23; 2/27; 3/26; 4/23; 5/28; 6/25] 

Place            Westfield Memorial Library 

Materials       Books and a light dinner provided 

Registration 800-247-9580

Fee          $35

More Information Nancy Gross    908-522-2894

Sponsored in conjunction 
with the

Westfield Memorial Library 

550 East Broad Street � Westfield NJ 07090 
http://www.wmlnj.org � 908-789-4090 

 

 

 
 

M I D D L E - S C H O O L
MELODIES…On the evening of De-
cember 18, middle-school students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison held their annual holiday con-
cert, which was led by music teachers
Matt LaPine and Jane Brown. The
concert featured a blend of traditional
songs and melodies celebrating winter.
Pictured at left, Catherine Badalamenti
of Scotch Plains, a member of the
school’s Eighth Grade Treble Choir,
sings “December Child.” She is the
daughter of Salvatore and Jean
Badalamenti of Scotch Plains. Above,
Michael Anastasiou of Scotch Plains,
sings “Holiday Lights” with his class-
mate, Alexandre Barbet of Plainfield,
in the Sixth Grade Choir. Michael also
played trombone in the Sixth Grade
Band. He is the son of Chuck and Nina
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains.

Bookstore Hosts Former
LA Times/Post Writer
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Jack Getze, author of
“Big Numbers,” on January 12, from
2 to 4 p.m.

Mr. Getze wrote for The Los Ange-
les Times/Washington Post news syn-
dicate for many years, and more than
500 newspapers and periodicals
worldwide have published his work.

After quitting the news business,
he switched professions and became
a retail-bond salesman and stockbro-
ker. “Big Numbers” is based on his
experiences as a trader, retail broker
and financial counselor. He lives on
the New Jersey Shore.

Those attending can meet the au-
thor at the bookstore, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

If unable to attend, call the book-
store at (908) 233-3535 and reserve
an autographed copy.

WELCOME BACK!…On December 13, Matthew Forman of Scotch Plains, a
2007 graduate of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, rolled up his sleeves
and grabbed a trombone to practice with current Upper School students for their
winter concert held on December 20. Matthew, who is studying at Dartmouth
College, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Forman of Scotch Plains. He is pictured
with fellow 2007 graduate and Elon University freshman, Sydney Heiss, left, and
Devi Mody of Edison, who is currently a sophomore at Wardlaw-Hartridge.

Cranford UCC Offers
Job-Related Workshops

CRANFORD – The Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College (UCC)
will offer a number of workshops to
help jobseekers market themselves
better.

Among them, in “Make Your
Résumé Work for You,” those attend-
ing will discover the rationale behind
effective résumé writing.

Attendees will review the mechan-
ics of writing résumés and cover let-
ters that are clear and concise, while
helping them market themselves. Par-
ticipants will gain tips to make their
résumés “scannable” for employers
who rely on computerized screening
and e-mailing.

SPF BOE Offers Kits
For Board Candidates
SCOTCH PLAINS – The deadline

for filing nominating petitions to run
for positions on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education is 4
p.m. on Monday, February 25, busi-
ness administrator Anthony DelSordi
has announced. School elections will
be held Tuesday, April 15.

Prospective school-board candi-
dates can obtain a “School Board
Candidate Kit” at the local school-
district office. Published by the New
Jersey School Boards Association,
the kit includes information about
legal qualifications for school-board
candidacy and the role of a school
board member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act, im-
portant dates in the school election
process and briefing sessions for
school-board candidates are also in-
cluded in the kit.

“School-board membership is a
meaningful way to make a contribu-
tion to your community and its
schools,” said Patti J. Pawling, NJSBA
president. “I urge all qualified citi-
zens to consider board-of-education
membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree
in education. The most important at-
tribute a candidate can bring to office
is a sincere interest in the community,
its children and their education.”

UNION CATHOLIC SCHOLARS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
announced that six students from the Class of 2008 received the title of Edward
J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholar. Distinguished Scholars are offered an annual
award of $1,000 to be used at a New Jersey university or college without regard
to financial need. Each year, more than 7,000 students statewide receive scholar-
ships in recognition of their high level of academic achievement. Pictured, left to
right, are Bloustein scholars Michael DiPaola, Angela Sessa, Michael Mastrola,
Cynthia Ritter, Christopher Wytenus and Alexander Niziolek.

SP Student Earns
Hispanic Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS – As announced

by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal David
Heisey, the College Board’s National
Hispanic Recognition Program has
recognized Dennis Ruiz, a member
of the senior class at SPFHS.

The National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program, established in 1983, is
a College Board program that pro-
vides national recognition of the ex-
ceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high-school seniors and
identifies them for postsecondary in-
stitutions.

Students enter the program by tak-
ing the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT) as high-school jun-
iors and by identifying themselves as
Hispanic.

Attendees will also become famil-
iar with the do’s and dont’s of good
editing practices, layout and profes-
sional printing strategies. This course
is geared toward employment seek-
ers of all backgrounds and educa-
tional levels.

The workshop costs $30 and will
be held at 1033 Springfield Avenue
on January 19 from 10 a.m. to noon.

The Cranford campus will also host
“Developing Confidence for the Job
Interview.”

Attendees will develop strategic
selling skills to help market them-
selves for employment.

They will learn how to prepare for
job interviews and the importance of
networking, handling “trick” ques-
tions, learning the types of questions
necessary to ask, negotiating salary,
body language, multiple interviews,
internal interviews and how to close
the interview to one’s advantage.
Some role-playing will be featured as
time permits.

This course also costs $30 and will
take place the following Saturday,
January 26, from 10 a.m. to noon. To
register, call (908) 709-7600.

WHS’s Hi’s Eye
Wins Second Award

WESTFIELD – Hi’s Eye, the stu-
dent-produced weekly newspaper at
Westfield High School, won first place
for 2006-2007 in the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association in the
division, which consists of schools of
1,500 or more students.

The association informed Westfield
High School of the distinction in De-
cember.

This is the second journalistic as-
sociation award for the 2006-
2007staff of Hi’s Eye, which won
first place in the Columbia Press As-
sociation a few months ago.

Individual awards included First
Place in Sports Writing, Jen
Danielsson and Robert Whitehead;
First Place in In-Depth Reporting,
Jessica Riegel; First Place in Opinion
Writing, Sarah Queller; and First
Place Editorial Writing, Beth

Budnick.
“The hours of research, investiga-

tion, and just plain hard work that
the Hi’s Eye staff puts in each week
continues to inspire me as a teacher
and adviser,” Rosemary DiBattista
said.

“This accomplishment is well-de-
served.”

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY – NEW YEAR’SCONTINUED from Pg. 20CONTINUED from Pg. 20CONTINUED from Pg. 20CONTINUED from Pg. 20CONTINUED from Pg. 20

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
GAL PALS...Soloist Joy Hermalyn warns fellow soloist September Bigelow,
right, that “You Gotta Get a Gimmick” from Gypsy at the Wesfield Symphony
Orchestra’s New Year’s Eve concert. Westfield’s The Flower Zone decorated the
stage for the evening.

“I Got Rhythm,” from George
Gershwin’s Crazy for You, opened
the second half of the two-hour New
Year’s Eve concert at Westfield High
School.

Ms. Bigelow, in a stunning red gown,
led the quartet in that number, which
utilized the brass section’s pizzazz.

Mr. Chandler mesmerized the au-
dience with his “Embraceable You”
from the same Gershwin show. The
strings had their turn in the limelight
to soar sensually.

Other highlights of the night ap-
peared in the show’s second half –
“You Gotta Get a Gimmick” from
Gypsy and the “Soliloquy” from Car-
ousel.

The first was frivolously fun, with
the gal pals’ clowning. By the look on
his face, Maestro Wroe enjoyed the

brassy trumpets and the women’s full-
out presentation.

The second number, Billy
Bigelow’s jewel of a story song, was
heartbreakingly poignant with Mr.
Chandler’s masterful delivery. He
received a well-deserved, spontane-
ous hug from the Maestro for his
performance.

“The last numbers are music of
hope, potential and rebirth,” Maestro
Wroe said concerning, “Have Your-
self a Merry Little Christmas” and
“This is My Beloved” from Kismet.

For an encore, the orchestra and
vocal ensemble reprised the “Trolley
Song,” while the energetic conductor
encouraged the audience to clap in
time to the music.

It’s no wonder I keep hearing the
trolley car’s bells.

Choir Offers to Dispose
Of Christmas Trees

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Concert Choir is again offer-
ing to help area residents dispose of
their Christmas trees in exchange for
a $10 donation to be used for vocal-
music scholarships.

Anyone interested in having a tree
picked up should e-mail William
Mathews, choral director, at
wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org, and
the message will be relayed to the
choir officers.

Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number.

This year’s tree pickup will be one
day only – Saturday, January 12. The
deadline to make arrangements is
noontime, Friday, January 11.

Community Players Present
Henley’s Crimes of The Heart

WESTFIELD –The Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) produc-
tion of Beth Henley’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning play Crimes of the Heart
continues Friday and Saturday eve-
nings at 8 p.m. through January 19 in
the theater at 1000 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield.

Director Fred Cuozzo has as-
sembled a cast familiar to WCP pa-
trons in this story of three sisters
assembled at the family home to seize
the future while sitting with their
grandfather during his final days.

Granddad’s caregiver – Lennie
McGrath, the eldest spinster sister –
is played by Fatih Dowgin; her failed-
singer middle sister, Meg, is played
by Lynn Langone, and younger sister
Babe, out on bail after shooting her
husband, is portrayed by Syndi Szabo.
Disapproving cousin Chick is played

by Liz Azukas.
The men in their tangled lives in-

clude Meg’s former beau, Doc Por-
ter, played by John Schweska, and
Babe’s lawyer Barnett, played by
Albert Contursi.

All reserved-seat tickets cost $15,
with tickets at higher amounts avail-
able from sponsoring organizations
on January 11.

Those interested should call the
box office at (908) 232-1221 for fur-
ther details. All non-member tickets
must be pre-paid to secure a reserva-
tion, and WCP member tickets will
not be honored for benefit perfor-
mances.

Sandra Frank Salvages
Watercolor Paintings

Westfield Resident to Debut
Documentary in Manhattan
WESTFIELD – Gregory Principato

of Westfield will debut his 60-minute
documentary – Mr. Laughs, A Look
Behind The Curtain – at the Friars
Club in Manhattan on the evening of
Tuesday, January 15.

When asked what the film is about,
Mr. Principato said, “It’s really a love
story – about a man’s career as an
entertainer [and his love] for his wife
and family.”

The documentary, narrated by
Vincent D’Onfrio, is a story that takes
viewers through the life and journey
of actor-comedian Sal Richards.

Richards, a native of Brooklyn and
resident on Long Island and Florida,
has worked as an actor, singer and
comedian for more than 40 years.

Starting out his career in small bars
along Jericho Turnpike to headlining
in Vegas, Richards continued his
struggle to provide for his family, as
he faced tragic losses and overcame
numerous obstacles along the way.

Richards proves to be a warrior, as
he continues to entertain crowds

throughout the nation. Fellow Friars’
testimonials and appearances
throughout the film include Soupy
Sales, Red Buttons, Jackie Mason,
Joy Behar, Sid Ceasar, Don Rickles,
Garry Marshall, Fyvush Finkle, Jerry
Stiller, Shecky Green, Lanie Kazan
and Friar’s Dean Freddie Roman.

For more information about the
screening, call the Friars Club at (212)
751-7272 or (908) 656-6419.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday,
January 17, at 7 p.m., on the lower
level of the Scotch Plains Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

A workshop, focusing on fixing
problematic watercolor paintings, will
follow a brief business meeting.

Artist Sandra Frank asks partici-
pants to bring one or two of their own
watercolor paintings that they feel
needs improvement.

After a short discussion about com-
mon problems, Ms. Frank will evalu-
ate each painting, asking the artist
how he or she would like the painting
to look and offering suggestions for
enhancing the work.

Those attending should bring their
own art supplies — watercolor paints,
brushes, pencils, erasers, rulers and a
palette, as well as a piece of paper.
The association will supply water
cups, paper towels and a table on
which to work.

Ms. Frank has worked in the arts
and humanities for more than 20 years.
She designs and implements arts
workshops and motivational pro-
grams for adults and children, both
with and without special needs.

Some of the people she works with
suffer from Alzheimer’s and
Huntington’s Disease. At Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital in New
Brunswick, she conducts visual-arts
workshops for people with

Parkinson’s Disease and their
caregivers.

She also presents programs on art
and healing. She is currently provid-
ing art instruction at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey for children
and young adults with physiological
limitations and autism.

She has had her work featured in
Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield and in
the Westfield Artist Association mem-
bers’ show, as well as having received
an artistic-achievement award from the
Millburn/Short Hills Chamber of Com-
merce for her watercolor painting.

This program provides in-home
arts-related respite to family
caregivers. More information about
Ms. Frank and her programs can be
found on her website at
seniormotivations.com.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Program Highlights
15-Minute Child Break

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free hour-
long program titled “The 15-Minute
Child Break,” which focuses on the
importance of talking to children, will
be offered to the public on Monday,
January 14, at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at
Forest Road Park Community Center
in Fanwood. Parking for the center is
accessed off Woodland Avenue at For-
est Road in Fanwood.

This program is designed for par-
ents of children of all ages, particu-
larly elementary- and middle-school
students. Those attending can learn
ways to talk with children about drugs
and alcohol, especially when they are
young.

A 15-minute ‘break’ with a child
can lay the foundation for respon-
sible choices in the pre-teen years,
adolescence and young adulthood.

For example, having just one meal
a day with a child decreases by two-
thirds the likelihood that a child will
try marijuana. Statistics show that
children who have meals with adults
at home are less likely to use drugs.
Other simple strategies, and their
proven effectiveness, will be included
in the presentation on January 14.

For questions or more information
on the program, contact Liz Knodel-
Gordon at (908) 889-7498 or at
lknodel-gordon@spfk12.org.

Education News

Tullo Accepts Golden
Key Membership

WESTFIELD – Justin Tullo of
Westfield, a junior at Rowan Univer-
sity, has accepted membership in the
Golden Key International Honour So-
ciety and was honored during a re-
cent induction ceremony at Rowan
University.

“It is only fitting that a top aca-
demic achiever like Justin be recog-
nized by Golden Key,” said Alexander
Perwich II, Golden Key’s chief ex-
ecutive officer. “Our members are
inspired and motivated not only to
achieve exceptional academic accom-
plishments but also to make a posi-
tive impact on our world through the
society’s commitment to service.”

Golden Key International Honor
Society has more than 1.7-million
members and 350 chapters in the
United States, Australia, Canada,
Malaysia, New Zealand, South Af-
rica and the United Arab Emirates.

For additional information, visit
the society’s webpage at
goldenkey.org.

Summit Church Offers
A ‘Tour de France’

AREA – ETA3, a Juilliard-based
trio, will perform French music for
clarinet, piano and flute on Sunday,
January 13, at the Calvary Episcopal
Church, located at 31 Woodland Av-
enue in Summit, at 3 p.m. Composers
will include Debussy, Saint-Saens,
Faure and Ravel.

For more information, call (908)
277-1547 or view eta3.org.

Justin Tullo


