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Lady Blue Devils Slow Down
Minutemen Hoop Girls, 50-37

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame has its biennial dinner on
November 24 at the Westwood, the
new class of inductees will include:

the all-time record-holder for scor-
ing and rebounding in boys basket-
ball,

the all-time winningest wrestler,
the former all-time leading scorer

in football,
the all-time goal scoring leader in

girls soccer,
arguably the two best defensive

backs in school history,
the captain of the greatest swim

team of the 1960s,
one of the finest girls soccer goal-

ies in school history,
one of the best technical wrestlers

in school history,
one of the best soccer/lacrosse play-

ers ever,
two of the greatest teams to ever

represent the high school,
a man who has given more than 50

years to the youth of Westfield.
That would be an impressive list

for any school’s first group of induct-
ees, but this will be the eighth class
for the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame!

Let’s take a closer look at the
WAHF’s Class of 2008.

Bobby Dougherty (1947): A three-
year starter as a do-it-all tailback in
coach Joe Freeman’s single wing at-
tack, Dougherty graduated as the
school’s all-time leader in touchdowns

Next Hall of Fame Class
Is Loaded With Talent

(32, still fourth) and points (200, still
fifth). Also a three-year starter in bas-
ketball and good enough as a baseball
catcher that he was playing for the
semipro Westfield Hawks while still
at Roosevelt Junior High School.

Marty Howarth (1963): Howarth
was a three-year safety and a two-
year end who earned a full scholar-
ship to Iowa. He wrestled as a senior
and had a 15-2 record as a 175-pound
heavyweight, losing only to the even-
tual state champion 3-2 at a Christ-
mas tournament and in the district
final in overtime. Also a three-year
starting pitcher.

Bob King (1963): The 6-foot-11
King went from a “project” as a sopho-
more to a two-year All-state selec-
tion, setting school records for points
in a game (43), season (641) and
career (1,329) and rebounds in a game
(24), season (485) and career (1,044).
His last two years, WHS won 44
games and lost six, reaching the state
Group 4 final in 1962 and winning
the Union County Tournament in
1963. His senior year he was a Parade
Magazine All-American second-team
selection. He later played at Virginia
Tech.

John Ketcham (1966): During his
three years at WHS, the only teams to
beat WHS were the Princeton (1965)
and Yale (1966) freshmen! Ketcham
was the No. 1 backstroker in the state
for three years. In college at Wesleyan,
he won NCAA Division 2 titles in the
100 and 200 backstroke and the 200
individual medley. After nearly quali-
fying for the 1968 Olympic Team, he
later coached at the Westfield Y for
several years in the 1970s.

Bob Davis (1974): Another old-
fashioned three-sport guy — foot-
ball, basketball, baseball — Davis is
probably best known as a footballer.
He played quarterback in 1973 and
was a two-year starter at safety for
WHS, going on to an All-East career
at Rutgers. At WHS, Davis was also a
point guard in basketball and a short-
stop-pitcher in baseball.

Phil Gottlick (1981): Third of the
four wrestling Gottlick brothers, and

the second to be inducted into the
WAHF. Phil was 4-1 during an in-
jury-filled sophomore year but came
back to post 25-3 and 28-1 in his last
two years, for 57-5 for his career;
finished second in the state at 141
pounds as a junior and senior. He
later went on to an outstanding career
at Drexel.

Gregg Schmalz (1988): A two-time
All-county selection on WHS soccer
teams that went 54-10-3 and won one
county, two sectional and one state
title. Lacrosse teams were 51-10 and
won state titles in his sophomore (35
goals) and junior (37) years; his se-
nior season was limited to six games
due to injuries. A four-year lacrosse
star at Duke, where he scored 112
career points (85 goals), was a two-
time All-American and the only two-
time captain in school history.

Rebecca Krohn (1991): During her
four years at WHS, the girls soccer
team posted records of 21-1, 21-1,
19-1-1 and 20-2-1 (81-5-2) with four
Union County Tournament and four
North Section 2 Group 4 titles and
back-to-back state titles in 1988 and
’89. Krohn scored a school-record 39
goals as a senior and still holds the
career goal-scoring mark with 103.

Cory Posey (1996): Four times the
talented wrestler almost ended WHS’s
drought of no state champions since
1976. In four years under coach Don
MacDonald, Posey posted records of
27-6, 28-2, 31-1, 32-1 for a career
mark of 118-10. He is the only four-
time district champion from WHS
and the lone three-time region win-
ner. He finished fifth/sixth at states as
a freshman in 1993, third in ’94, sec-
ond in ’95 and third in ’96. In college
he was a standout at Michigan State.

Vicky Nusse (1998): Tri-captain of
the 1997 soccer team that went 16-4-
1, she allowed just 10 goals and posted
12 shutouts. Earned All-American as
a senior at WHS and later at Trenton
State College, where she was named
Division 3 Player of the Year (any
position) as a junior.

Bob Brewster Sr.: A standout ath-
lete at Newark’s Central High School,
and later at St. Benedict’s Prep where
he played under legends Joe

Kasperger (football) and Prof Blood
(basketball), Brewster moved to
Westfield and with wife Marge had
four sons who played at WHS: Bob,
Brad, Daryl and Roger. In addition,
Brewster tirelessly gave his time to
youth sports in town: football, bas-
ketball and baseball, as a coach, ref-
eree/umpire and administrator.

1973 wrestling team: Went 14-0
and captured the District 15 team title
with nine individual champions. Had
two state champions, Rich Gottlick
and Chris Campbell, and one third-
place finisher in Mark Dennis. The
regular lineup included Dave Brown
(20-3), Bill Steele (8-7-2), Joe Thome
(16-5-1), Paul Bockus (17-3-2), Stan
Warne (20-3), Charles Schrope (15-
8), Dennis (24-2-1), Gottlick (27-0),
Dan Morash (10-1-1) or Quint
Mansell (7-3-2), Campbell (26-0),
Walt Heiniger (19-1-1) and Pete
Shearer (18-7), with Tom Graham (3-
1), John Jacobson (0-2) and Jeff Smith
(4-1) helping out.

1991 boys soccer team: After 11
years coaching the WHS girls, George
Kapner’s first boys team went 21-1-1
— a 2-1 loss to Union, a 1-1 tie with
SP-F — and outscored its opponents
76-27 while winning the county, sec-
tional and state Group 4 crowns. The
starting lineup included strikers Jeff
Hughes  and Corey Walsh, midfielders
Chris Wojcik, Jay Ball, Paco Gonzalez
and Jim Corcoran, defenders Dan
DiClerico, Mike Ryan, Kevin and
Keith Zadourian, and goalie Eric Pep-
per. WHS beat Cranford 1-0 in the
county final, and East Brunswick 1-0
in the state final.

It’s not too late to start thinking
about the 2010 induction. If you have
an athlete, coach or team you think is
deserving of consideration, fill out an
application form at the
www.allthingswestfield.com web site
and go to the Hall of Fame link. Or
you could get a nomination form from
WHS athletic director Ed Tranchina,
or from Roger Love or Bill Jordan at
Taylor-Love Realty on South Avenue.

WRESTLING UPDATE
In its first six dual meets, the WHS

wrestling team was 1-5 and was
outscored by a 292-138 margin. In
those matches, the WHS wrestlers
won 29 individual matches and lost
25. You might wonder how that is
possible. Well, the forfeit bugaboo is
again forcing coach Glen Kurz to
give out free six-point candies to op-
ponents. In those six matches, WHS
forfeited 28 times, which equals 168
team points. In Friday night’s 42-33
loss to winless Chatham, WHS for-
feited six weights while winning six
of the seven matches wrestled.

What makes things sadder is, there
are more than a dozen guys walking
the halls at WHS who could help
return the program to respectability,
including a half dozen former varsity
wrestlers. Some of them even attend
the matches and watch from the
stands.

One old-time WHS wrestler, in
town last month for former coach
Gary Kehler’s funeral service, was
saddened when told of the situation,
especially in the upper weights.

“I don’t know why football players
would lift weights now instead of
wrestling,” said Chris Campbell, a
former state, NCAA and world cham-
pion, and two-time Olympian. “Wres-
tling would be great for their balance,
their quickness and especially their
mental toughness. There’s still plenty
of time to lift after the season.”

Kurz currently has a 29-man squad.
On Friday, Jan. 28, the day before the
Roselle Park Tournament, there were
only 13 at practice. The next day
there were three — John Barnes, Joe
Panarese and Sam Reichbach — en-
tered in the 14 weights. Just like no-
body can coach tallness in basketball
or speed in football, nobody can coach
toughness.

IN PASSING
We were saddened last Friday to

get word of the passing of Craig Allen.
The former Passaic High School (’56)
athlete and Westfield police officer
was the father of two WHS athletes
— Craig and Ted. He also gave tire-
lessly of himself as a youth football
coach back in the 1960s and ’70s,
along with fellow policemen Joe
Spoto and Dick Young. Some of The
Den’s favorite memories are of nights
at the Jolly Trolley with Craig Allen.

WHOOPS, PART 2
A couple more names who were

overlooked in our list of top three-
sport athletes at WHS in the 12-27-07
Den are Catie Robinson (’93) and
Tom DelDuca (’05).

STREAKING
The 34-year, 459-meet winning

streak for the Brandon (Fla.) wres-
tling team came to an end Saturday
night, with a 32-28 loss to South
Dade (Fla.). The last loss had come
on Feb. 20, 1973.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Erin Miller. The
sharp-shooting senior became WHS’s
all-time scoring leader, male or female,
with a first-period free throw Saturday.
She finished with 20 points and played
an outstanding all-around game (more
on this in next week’s Den).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Devil of the Week
Erin Miller
Basketball

Tara (Handza). I would decoy then
Gab would come over and screen for
me,” explained Miller.

But the Lady Minutemen guarded
her intensely, so Miller (3 assists)
looked for an open player.

“They all are double/triple team
covering her and Erin is an unselfish
player. She looks for other players,”
said Marino.

Miller was not the only nervous
player as the Blue Devils hit only 2-
for-6 from the free throw line and the
first quarter ended 6-5 Westfield. But
the Blue Devils hit 6-for-6 from the
line and Miller sank nine of her points
in the second quarter to spread their
lead to 23-18 at the half.

“We are always nervous in the be-
ginning and then we settle down,”
said Miller.

The Blue Devils outscored Eliza-
beth, 10-7, in the third quarter, hitting
4-for-6 from the line. Early in the
fourth quarter Porter, who finished

with 19 points, had an eight-point
surge but Handza (11 points) an-
swered with three driving lay-ups and
Nikki Aronson, who had seven re-
bounds and three steals, answered
with two driving lay-ups.

“She (Handza) hit nice shots when
we needed them,” said Marino. “And
Nikki played a good game.”

Despite hitting only 5-for-13 from
the line, the Blue Devils won the
quarter, 17-12.

“We are a good free throw team but
I wasn’t pleased. We could have done
better,” said Marino.

The Blue Devils, who lost in the
UCT finals last year to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, may have lost key players
due to injury but the victory over a
strong Minutemen team proved their
worth.

“It’s good to set the tone early,”
Miller said.
Elizabeth   5 13   7 12 37
Westfield   6 17 10 17 50

Peggy Tomko
• Top Lister Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Peggy Tomko
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Peggy in, and she’ll bring results!

Lady Raiders Crush
Cardinal Cagers, 53-38

Jackie Law bucketed 14 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead the 4-3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team to a 53-38 vic-
tory over host Plainfield on January
5. Kaylin Jaichon sank 11 points and
Brianna Character scored 10.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 11 17   8 53
Plainfield 12 11   7   8 38

Raider Cagers Burn
Elizabeth Boys, 55-49
Senior Bryan Dougher sank 21

points, had seven assists and grabbed
seven rebounds to lead the 7-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team to a 55-49 victory
over host Elizabeth on January 5.
Dan DeCataldo netted nine points
and Kevin Maroney put in eight points
and pulled eight rebounds.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16 14 13 12 55
Elizabeth 14   8 12 15 49

Local HS Boys/Girls
Swimming Results:

JANUARY 3 – GIRLS:
MOUNT ST. MARY 107, SPF 63
200 medley relay: M (Liz Floyd, Steph
Ferrell, Maeghan Gaynor, Kristen Moll)
1:52.02
200 free: Janene Senafote (M) 2”02.62
200 IM: Ferrell (M) 2:16.59
50 free: Floyd (M) 25.07
100 fly: Gaynor (M) 1:01.91
100 free: Floyd (M) 55.01
500 free: Ferrell (M) 5:28.37
200 free relay: M (Gaynor, Moll, Brittany
Guinee, Senafote) 1:44.48
100 back: Mary Henkels (S) 1:00.62
100 breast: Kelsey Rossi (S) 1:10.96
400 free relay: M (Senafote, Ferrell, Moll,
Floyd) 3:47.94

JANUARY 3 – BOYS:
SPF 123, ORATORY 46
200 medley relay: S (Zach Peart, Mike
Pesin, Mike Henkels, Jon Kosenick)
1:47.36
200 free: Peter Weigel (S) 2:05.76
200 IM: Brendan Floyd (O) 2”03.2
50 free: Henkels (S) 24.4
100 fly: Floyd (O) 59.97
100 free: Kosenick (S) 55.02
500 free: Pesin (S) 5:40.09
200 free relay: S (Henkels, Jason Shaub,
Ryan Brown, Weigel) 1:43.68
100 back: Kosenick (S) 1:04.18
100 breast: Pesin (S) 1:06.54
400 free relay: S (Peart, Koch, Brown,
Andrew VanHaastevern) 3:58.37

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,595,000WESTFIELD $649,900WESTFIELD $705,000

WESTFIELD $799,000 WESTFIELD $199,000WESTFIELD $575,000WESTFIELD $659,000

Spacious and pristine Colonial features 6
rooms and offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
newer furnace, water heater and electric,
Kitchen, Recreation Room and landscaping.
Chestnut trim and hardwood floors through-
out.  Close to town and NYC transportation.

Comfortable, inviting and conveniently
located close to downtown and transportation,
this 55+ home offers 6 rooms, an updated
Kitchen with granite, abundant cabinets and
breakfast bar.  Also features 2 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths and Living room with wood-burning
fireplace.

10 room Wychwood Colonial with perfect
blend of formal and casual features a large
Family Room off updated Eat-In-Kitchen
with granite counters, Master Bedroom with
full bath and good closet space, private guest
or au-pair suite, 2nd floor laundry, Living
Room with fireplace and a Formal Dining
Room.

Situated off a private lane, this one-of-a-kind
home offering 7 rooms, 4 Bedrooms and 3.5
baths is inviting and full of classic charm. Sit-
ting majestically atop a gently rising knoll,
this gracious home has a spectacular view of
Brightwood and Gregry’s Pond.

This listing was sold for 99 perThis listing was sold for 99 perThis listing was sold for 99 perThis listing was sold for 99 perThis listing was sold for 99 percent of itscent of itscent of itscent of itscent of its
original asking price in only nine days. Letoriginal asking price in only nine days. Letoriginal asking price in only nine days. Letoriginal asking price in only nine days. Letoriginal asking price in only nine days. Let
us design a personalizus design a personalizus design a personalizus design a personalizus design a personalized mared mared mared mared marketing plan forketing plan forketing plan forketing plan forketing plan for
yyyyyour home. Contact any of our extraorour home. Contact any of our extraorour home. Contact any of our extraorour home. Contact any of our extraorour home. Contact any of our extraordi-di-di-di-di-
narnarnarnarnary agents.y agents.y agents.y agents.y agents.

Well-maintained 7 room landscaped Ranch
has central air conditioning, full furnished
basement with full bath, alarm and sprinkler
systems, slate floor in Family Room, Living
Room with wood-burning fireplace, Ander-
son windows, walkout basement and ceiling
fans.

Nicely updated Co-Op. New Moldings, up-
dated bath, freshly painted with newer
Kitchen appliances. Move right in!

CRANFORD $539,000
Wonderful 1918 Colonial with front porch
is loaded with vintage charm and architec-
tural detail. The large addition includes a
Master Bedroom with fireplace and French
doors to deck and huge, grade level Family
Room or Studio, patio and pergola overlook-
ing a deep lot. Close to town and train.

S o l d

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-TIME WHS RECORD…Blue Devil senior Erin Miller sank a free throw
with 2:37 remaining in the first quarter to set an all-time WHS scoring record.


