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Cranford Focuses on Fiscal
Responsibility for 2008

RUN FOR THE HEROES…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Jean
Gladis and Jim Johnson, pictured above, entered a well-attended “Fallen Heroes
5K Memorial Run” held recently in Elizabeth to commemorate the events of
September 11, 2001. Participating in the EMS Category, they earned third place
in the women’s and men’s categories.

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee stressed fiscal responsi-
bility as a major priority for the new
year at its committee reorganization
meeting on January 1.

Newly appointed Deputy Mayor
David Robinson spoke of “trying fi-
nancial times” over the past few years
and continued efforts to curb rising
property taxes and spending.

Cranford, he said, is “carrying a
heavy burden” due to state-mandated
expenses, additional tax points on
residential-property bills and debt ser-
vices due to, among other things, the
recent construction of a new library,
community center and parking ga-
rage.

“Regardless of what we may want
to do, we simply can’t afford it any-
more,” said Mr. Robinson, citing New
Jersey’s rejection of a stem-cell-re-
search bill in last November’s election
as an example of that sentiment. “We
really have to look at the finances on
everything, and I may split from some
of my fellow commissioners over that.”

Newly appointed Mayor Robert
Puhak echoed Mr. Robinson’s con-
cerns in his state-of-the-town-address,
saying the committee would be “com-
mitted to scrutinizing spending.”

Mayor Puhak, who appointed Mr.
Robinson as finance commissioner,
said the committee would continue to
find ways to reduce costs through, for
instance, “regular reviews and
prioritization of engineering projects”
and improved communication with
federal, state and county officials to
receive township funding.

Mayor Puhak also spoke of goals
for the upcoming year. He said the
committee hopes to create a privately

fueled recreation fund and improve
interaction with environmental com-
mittees, specifically by targeting
youth with an additional Rahway
River cleanup day.

Martha Garcia and Mark Smith
took oaths of office as new township
commissioners, giving the commit-
tee a 5-0 Republican majority. They
replaced Democrats George
McDonough and George Jorn, who
have served on the committee since
2005 and 1999, respectively.

Mayor Puhak appointed Mr. Smith
commissioner of public works and
engineering and named Mrs. Garcia
commissioner of public affairs.

Showing support for fellow Re-
publicans, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), as well as
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Provi-
dence) attended the meeting.

Former Mayor Michael Plick took
his new seat on council as commis-
sioner of public safety.

Toward the end of the meeting,
municipal clerk Tara Rowley read 80
resolutions, approved by consent
agenda, including the adoption of a
temporary municipal budget, the 2008
schedule of meetings and new ap-
pointees and commissioner liaisons
for a variety of township organiza-
tions.

“I want to recognize those who
step forward to serve and also those
volunteers who were not named,” Mr.
Smith said soon after the resolutions
were adopted. “I encourage the citi-
zens of Cranford to speak their minds.
I hope differences will be respected
and differences of opinion welcomed
and that we can come to solutions
based on fact and reason.”

Choose

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

� Choose from over 90 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
� Spring ‘08 Semester begins January 24 (register until Jan. 30)
� Spring ‘08 Late Start classes begin February 7 (register until Feb. 13)
� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses 
� Only $87 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Directors See Community
Support for Joint Library

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The direc-
tors of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries said results from focus groups
held in the fall show that residents
support the idea of a joint library.

Earlier this year, the two libraries
received a $149,700 state SHARE
(Sharing Available Resources Effi-
ciently) grant to finance a feasibility
study of merging the two libraries.

The two facilities face increasingly
limited space in which to house their
collections and provide adequate
room for their growing number of
programs and patrons.

Both libraries already are involved
in a number of shared-services initia-
tives, including a partnership that al-
lows residents to reserve and check
out books from either library via a
combined catalog that now numbers
more than 120,000 items. The 6,000-
square-foot Fanwood Library was
built in the 1950s, with an addition
constructed in 1980. The 14,000-
square-foot Scotch Plains facility was
built in the 1960s.

“Two good things we heard from
the focus groups were that both towns
value their libraries, and both towns
use their libraries,” said Scotch Plains
Library Director Meg Kolaya. She
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times it was evident from the focus
groups, which were convened in Oc-
tober and November, that library pa-
trons “want more space.” To accom-
plish this, she said, “We either ex-
pand both facilities, or we move for-
ward with one unified site.”

Fanwood Library Director Dan Weiss
told The Leader/ Times the focus groups,
in which more than 100 people took
part, “seemed to support the idea of a
joint library and doing more with less,
such as increased services, increased
hours and increased space. This seems
to be possible with a joint library.”

A report on the focus groups by
Library Development Solutions of
Princeton said most of those attending
the sessions agreed a joint facility “was
an idea worth exploring further.”

Both library directors agreed the next
question would be where a joint library
would be located. While groups infor-
mally discussed the concept of putting
a new library on the Fanwood munici-
pal complex property on Martine Av-
enue, most focus group participants
from Fanwood did not support the idea.

Mrs. Kolaya said situating a new
library elsewhere in Fanwood “would
make some sense, since it would be
more accessible to southside Scotch
Plains residents.”

Mr. Weiss said, “An ideal site would
be centrally located,” while caution-
ing that “whatever site might ulti-
mately be decided upon will carry
positives and also some concerns.”

“We’re looking for space to build
this very compelling 21st-Century li-
brary to serve as a focal point for the
community,” he added.

Mrs. Kolaya said, regardless of
where a new facility might ultimately
be located, “If you have what people
want, people will go there.”

Focus-group participants worked to
“imagine a perfect library for Fanwood
and Scotch Plains,” and Mrs. Kolaya
said they provided the two libraries’
boards of trustees with “a pretty good
idea of the space that would be required
in a joint library to support expanded
services,” such as a computer lab, a teen
room, a children’s room, meeting rooms
and expanded collections, as well as
new programs and services, additional
staffing and expanded operating hours.

One participant said a new library
should “feel like Barnes & Noble, a
gathering place with as many people
reading as buying books.”

Mrs. Kolaya said the next step would
be for an architect to develop building-
footprint renderings based on the
square footage required to provide the
expanded services noted by the focus
groups. She said, “We’re still in the
feasibility phase” of the effort and no
specific plans are yet in the offing.

“Once we decide on the size” of a
new facility, “and whether it’s to be
realized through an expansion or  reno-
vation” of the two existing facilities,
“then we’ll have a better idea of the
cost,” she said. Voters from both towns
would have to approve a merger of the
libraries in a ballot referendum.

Meanwhile, a fundraising consult-
ant will start work soon on develop-
ing fundraising goals and exploring
new grant opportunities to help fi-
nance the project. Mrs. Kolaya said
both libraries will hold public meet-
ings early in the year to inform resi-
dents about what is being proposed
and envisioned that by mid-year, a
decision may have to be made on
whether to include the merger ques-
tion on the November 2008 ballots.

Until then, “we have a lot of dis-
tance to travel,” she said, adding, “noth-
ing is preordained.” She praised the
“willingness of both town councils,
both mayors and both boards of trust-
ees to be open-minded” about the fea-
sibility study. “There’s been no terri-
torial warfare going on. We’re trying
to think about what’s best for the people
of both towns.” The report  is available
at scotlib.org and fanwoodlibrary.org.

OH NO!  My Bathroom Dates Back to 1957!
So it is time to remodel your bathroom, and you have no idea where to start. Just to give you more of
a feeling of dread, keep in mind it is more difficult and time consuming to remodel a simple bathroom
than it is a kitchen! Also, it is more expensive per square foot of usable space to do a bathroom than
a kitchen. Stop crying… Maybe I can give you some words of wisdom that will keep the boo-boo’s,
uh-ohs and oh-no’s to a minimum during the course of your project.

Here are five basic steps to help get you started…
Paint a picture of your perfect bathroom - Jot down a list of the needs and wants of your new
bathroom. Balance which design elements you would like to incorporate with the functionality and
conveniences that your family deserves. At this point you may want to stop into the Bath Connection
for brochures and literature on the latest and greatest bathroom products available in the market
today!
Select a builder/general contractor/designer - We recommend meeting with at least three different
contractors before selecting the right one. Make sure that you are completely comfortable with this
person; trust me, during the course of this project he’ll become your best friend. A good contractor
will give you referrals of previously completed projects. Don’t be shy; visit those other jobs, and see
the contractor’s work for yourself!
Have a measured plan drawn up of the space that is being remodeled - Whether it is done by the
architect, designer or contractor, make sure a second set of eyes looks over the plan. Someone else
may have a different view of the space and discover a design element that was previously overlooked
by the original producer of the plans. You are only going to do this once so work out all kinks before
construction starts to ensure that your dream bathroom comes true! Also, these plans are crucial for
when you start the tile and product selection portion of your project.
Visit a local tile showroom - Face it, a majority of your bathroom is drenched in tile! Floor, walls,
shower/tub surround and even the ceiling can have tile on it. It’s a major ingredient in the whole scene
of the bathroom. The tile will also dictate the finish of the cabinetry and fixtures for the rest of the
room. Its good to investigate what kind of tile is out there, from porcelain to natural stone, ask questions
about durability, price, and don’t forget about lead times.
Product selection - After you’ve met with the contractor/builder, architect and designer its time to
visit the associates at the Bath Connection! Bring a set of plans, pictures or articles of ideas and tile
samples for the initial meeting. It may take a few meetings to complete the whole product selection
process depending on the size and complexity of the bathroom. At the Bath Connection, we take pride
in giving one-on-one personal attention to each and every customer that walks through our doors.
Hopefully these steps will ease some of the anxiety when you realize how many choices there are in
creating the perfect bathroom.  Once you get through these five steps, the product selection is a whole
process in its self!

——
From widespreads to single handle faucets, pressure balance to thermostatic, and volume control
shower sets, jets to handhelds, vanity heights, widths and finishes to pedestals, elongated to round
front toilets, comfort height to not comfort height, heated exhaust fans to lighted exhaust fans,
undermount to drop in, whirlpool to air bath, knobs to pulls, towel bars to robe hooks, mirrors to
medicine cabinets, steam units to urinals, all the decisions are maddening!
At The Bath Connection, we can help you throughout this entire process. That is what we do;
remember… Dreams Begin Here.

The Bath Connection
44 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023
(908) 322-2207, www.thebathconnection.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Corzine Signs Stender Bill
To Divest Public Funds to Iran

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine signed into law on January
4 legislation sponsored by Assem-
blymen Neil Cohen (LD-20, Roselle)
and Mike Panter (LD-12,
Shrewsbury) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) to
require New Jersey to divest public
funds in any foreign company with
ties to Iran.

“Unlike other countries in the
Middle East that are involved in dis-
putes, the political leadership of Iran
has unequivocally stated its desire to
use nuclear weapons to eradicate ev-
ery Israeli man, woman, and child,”
said Mr. Cohen. “Divesting our fi-
nances from entities associated with
Iran will send a clear message in the

universal language of money that New
Jersey will have no part in Iran’s
pursuit of actions that would lead to
Holocaust-like genocide and the com-
plete destruction of a sovereign na-
tion.”

According to the law’s sponsors,
the imposition of economic sanctions
is a “proven powerful tool to provoke
changes in policy and advance hu-
man rights.”

The new law also requires the
State Investment Council and the
director of the Division of Invest-
ment to take action to divest NJ
investments found to be in violation
of the legislation, in consultation
with an independent research firm
specializing in global security risks
for portfolio determinations. Enti-
ties that provide humanitarian aid
to the Iranian people are exempt
from the law.

reams begin here . . .D
F r e e  S e m i n a r s

44 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, NJ

908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com

Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Evenings by Appointment

Come Visit Our Beautiful
 and New Showroom!

On Selected Thursday Evenings

6:30pm-8:30pm

Attendance is limited to 20 persons.

Please call and register for one of the

following dates:

Jan 24, Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17

Depending on response, additional dates may

be available.


