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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BERRY B. GOODE...Chuck Berry acknowledges the crowd during his performance at Cranford’s Nomahegan Park in
September.
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GETTING AN EDGE...The Westfield Leader and The Times reviewed “The
Coaching Edge,” learning about the strategies of Hall of Fame coach Gary
Kehler and reliving the legend’s legacy after his passing in December.

September

September began with the passing
of Barbara Schwinn, 60, a fixture in
the Westfield art scene, on September
1. She had resided in Westfield since
1952.

According to her obituary in The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “Her
greatest love was art,” and she served
as president of the Westfield Art As-
sociation for many years.

This year
marked the 20th
anniversary of
Westfield artist
Gerald Sargent
Foster’s death, and
the attention given
to one of his mu-
rals brought his
name and his work
into the local fore-
front once again,
during the early
part of September.

After a multi-
month restoration
project, Mr.
Foster’s oil-on-
canvas, “The
Battle of Cranford
during the Ameri-
can Revolution,”
once again hung in
the lobby of the
Cranford Post Office.

Mr. Foster, known professionally
as Gerald S. Foster and Gerald Fos-
ter, painted two murals in 1954 that
still hang in the rotunda of the
Westfield Municipal Building to this
day.

One depicts the Westfield Train
Station in the 1800s when it was a
stop on the “Elizabethtown-
Somerville Rail Line.”

Former Mayor and Westfield his-
torian Garland “Bud” Boothe ex-
plained the significance of this mu-
ral: “The coming of the railroad to
Westfield is one of the most impor-
tant events in Westfield history,” he
said. “The railroad is what made
Westfield what it is today. At one
time, one out of every seven people
living in Westfield traveled by train.”

~Marylou Morano

In mid-September, non-stop live
musical performances could be heard
from early morning on into the night
during Union County’s MusicFest
held at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Artists included Live, Chuck Berry,
Fountains of Wayne, The Alarm, The
Smithereens, The English Beat, The
Old Ceremony, The Apples in Stereo
and Roselle Park’s Beale Street Love.

Sebastian D’Elia, director of the
Union County Office of Public Infor-
mation, said with approximately

50,000 attendees throughout the day
and night, this year’s MusicFest was,
by far, the largest in its history.

“This has really taken off,” he said.
“It’s definitely one of the fastest grow-
ing in New Jersey, if not the largest.”

Prior to the event, hundreds of
people convened at Shane Walsh Field
in Cranford for the Rock On!
Walkathon, a two-mile trek to
Nomahegan Park.

Mr. D’Elia said the approximately
400 people who walked –combined

with others who
donated through-
out the day – raised
close to $100,000
for the battle
against cancer.

The walkathon
benefited two
charitable organi-
zations, the New
Jersey Citizens
Coalition for
Cures and the Love
Hope Strength
F o u n d a t i o n
(LHSF).

New Jersey As-
s e m b l y w o m a n
Linda Stender, As-
semblyman Neil
Cohen and Union
County Freehold-
ers Bette Jane
Kowalski, Angel
Estrada, Chester

Holmes and Deborah Scanlon par-
ticipated in the walk.

~Christie Storms

At a joint block
party set up by the
Township of
Millburn and the
Paper Mill Play-
house, people came
by the hundreds to
take in the gorgeous
fall weather,
1950’s-priced food,
hula-hoop competi-
tions, dance con-
tests and the prom-
ise of celebrities
during the kickoff
of Happy Days: The
Musical, a new pro-
duction by actor/
wri ter /producer
Garry Marshall and
composer Paul Wil-
liams.

Poodle skirts,
pedal-pushers and
leather jackets be-
came the fashion of
choice. Millburn
Mayor Dan Baer even donned his
black leather jacket and got into the
swing of things, dancing a few num-
bers with his 12-year-old daughter,
Arlynn.

Mr. Marshall told The Leader/
Times, “We hope to take the show on
the road for a year. Paper Mill is a
great place to kick it off.”

~Susan M. Dougherty

October

In celebration of Union County’s
150th anniversary, 25 of its historic
homes opened to the public for the
annual Four Centuries in a Weekend
heritage festival.

Visitors enjoyed period reenactors,
storytellers, live musical perfor-
mances and informative guides, all
inviting them to compare what life
was like in Union County throughout
different centuries.

~Christie Storms

Rock fans don’t usually show up in
tuxes, and rock stars don’t usually
share the stage with a symphony or-
chestra, but for one night in October,
an inspiring jazz-style performance
from Queen Latifah at the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
in Newark mirrored the hall’s history
of blending cultures, celebrating the
arts and even going a little crazy for
hometown heroes.

NJPAC celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary with a gala event headlined by
the Queen and wished itself a happy
10th birthday by making its party a
homecoming.

With a set list culled from her latest
two albums, Latifah put emotional
force behind jazz songs both famous
and obscure.

The highlight –
both in its power
and in its appropri-
ateness – was her
rendition of “I
Know Where I’ve
Been” from
Hairspray. With
that song, Latifah
had provided the
emotional climax in
this summer’s mu-
sical remake of the
movie; with her
sway among her
peers, she had or-
chestrated a star-
studded red-carpet
premiere of the
movie at NJPAC.

And at this gala
celebration, after
speeches focusing
on the Newark-en-
riching goals upon
which NJPAC was
conceived, no lyr-
ics could have been

more poignant: “There’s a dream in
the future, there’s a struggle that we
have yet to win. And there’s pride in
my heart ‘cause I know where I’m
going, and I know where I’ve been,”
the Newark native sang.

~Victoria McCabe

Great deals on luxury travels to
exotic corners of the world might
have been partially responsible for
the record-breaking attendance at the
third-annual Westfield Travel Show

at the Armory on October 20 and 21.
But most likely, it was Rick Steves

– a regular guy from Edmonds, Wash.,
who prefers hanging his hat in hostels
and quaint European bed and break-
fasts – who drew a packed audience
to the show, sponsored by The Star-
Ledger and Apple Vacations.

Mr. Steves has spent one third of
the past 25 years “blitzing” Europe,
often with his camera crew in tow,
filming public television’s “Rick
Steve’s Europe.” He is the author of
best-selling travel-guide books to
Europe and host of public radio’s
“Travel with Rick Steves.”

Prior to event, The Leader/Times
met with Mr. Steves.

He stressed that travel can be a vital
force for peace and believed that the
most effective way individual Ameri-
cans can contribute to homeland se-
curity is to travel a lot and learn about
the world.

“It comes right down to you and me
to help our country embrace the rest
of the world instead of being afraid of
it,” he said.

~Linda B. Condrillo

November

After Paper Mill introduced the
long-awaited permanent director for
the playhouse, Mark Jones, The
Leader/Times spoke with the 60-year-
old Ewing native, who detailed his
five-year business plan for the play-
house and his past experience in aid-
ing financially struggling theaters.

Speaking on the “interesting chal-
lenge” of turning around Paper Mill’s
fortunes, he admitted that the task
was “complex” but emphasized that a
plan is in place.

First, Mr. Jones said the theatre has
submitted a business draft to the Town-
ship of Millburn that would, if ap-
proved, sell the land Paper Mill sits
on to Millburn.

“The township would protect it in
the future,” Mr. Jones said. “I just
want to run a theatre, not own prop-
erty.”

If enacted, the playhouse would
pay off its existing debt and put the
balance into an endowment fund.

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HALF-TIME HAPPINESS…Maestro David Wroe, far right, enjoys a moment of relaxation at intermission with renowned
international guest soloists, from left to right, Eduardo Calcano (Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory, Milan), Jiyeun Cholee
(Seoul National Opera) and Daeson No (New York City Opera) during the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) silver-
anniversary, season-opening performance of Verdi’s Rigoletto in concert at Summit Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Jones also spoke of his time
overseeing the turnaround of
Shakespeare and Company, which had
a $2.6-million operating deficit when
he arrived in 2004 – a “comparable”
situation to that of Paper Mill. Under
Mr. Jones, the Lenox, Mass., company
eventually balanced its budget and now
boasts a $1-million cash reserve.

~Michael J. Pollack

Pedaling his way down North Av-
enue in November, Geoff Clark, sales
manager of Jay’s Cycle Center in
Westfield, returned from his cross-
country bike trip that began in San

Diego, Calif., in October.
Mr. Clark successfully met his goal

of riding close to 170 miles daily and
raised approximately $3,000 for can-
cer research, which will benefit
Tomorrow’s Children Institute, a pe-
diatric oncology research group.

Mr. Clark was not alone upon his
arrival, as approximately 20 friends
had left Jay’s Cycle Center early that

morning to bike down to meet him at
Hoffman’s Bakery in Allentown. The

Peter Williams, Dondi, A Life’s Lesson, 1999, oil on canvas,
48 x 60 in. [Postcard image]

Three local artistic organizations
came together in early September to
present “A Special Evening of the
Arts,” an event that showcased two
forms of art rarely seen side by side
– the visual and performing arts.

In an energized evening that was
as much a feast for the soul as it was
for the eye, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) and
domogallery, both of Summit, and
Lydia Johnson Dance of South Or-
ange merged the many facets of cre-
ativity into one all-encompassing
evening of artistic joy.

The event debuted “Artistic Re-
pair,” an exhibit of the work of con-
temporary artist Peter Williams,

which remained on display on dis-
play at VACNJ until late November.

Mr. Williams uses color liberally in
his work to emphasize his personal
commentary on the racial and social
issues present in America today.

Mostly autobiographical in na-
ture, the paintings in “Artistic Re-
pair” demonstrate the conflicted
cultural identity evidenced by an
African-American in society as a
whole and in the artistic commu-
nity, in particular.

For example, Mr. Williams’s past
and present collide in “Dondi: A
Life’s Lesson,” (above) in which the
child in the oil-on-canvas work rep-
resents the artist himself.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
THESE HAPPY DAYS ARE YOURS
AND MINE...Milburn’s block party
had music, food and fun with people
you haven’t seen for awhile. Garry
Marshall, the writer of Happy Days:
The Musical, which ran for five weeks
at the Paper Mill Playhouse, poses
with his high-school friend John
Wellington of Summit.

NANNY CAM…Jo Frost, the star of the ABC reality series “Supernanny,” visited
the Westfield Lord & Taylor in September. Julia Rivera, 13, and her brother,
Giancarlo Rivera, 11, got Ms. Frost’s autograph after posing with the star.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
LET’S FACE IT...Six-year-old Emily
Figueroa of Westfield displays the art-
work painted on her face at the Musicfest
’07 in Cranford.

Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp 

 

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes 
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm 

supportive, and fun environment. 
  Taught by professionals!    

    
 

 

 

 

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!! 
 

www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053 

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    
Sunday, Jan. 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Polish Cultural Foundation, 177 Broadway, Clark

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Mark Jones,
Executive director, Paper Mill
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