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Letters to the Editor
Rahway Administrator Mislead

Council About RVSA Commissioners
At the Tuesday, December 4 City of

Rahway pre-council meeting, business
administrator Peter Pelissier, who also is
a Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Commissioner, reported to the
council regarding matters that took place
at an RVSA financial committee meet-
ing.

In the council meeting, which was pub-
lic and televised on Comcast Channel TV
34, Mr. Pelissier made grossly inaccurate
statements. He knowingly misrepresented
the truth, deliberately mislead the council
and the public, or has no ability to com-
municate basic concepts.

Mr. Pelissier said to the council that he
and RSVA Commissioner Mazarella, who
is also a Clark councilman and the direc-
tor of the City of Rahway’s DPW (his
immediate supervisor is Mr. Pelissier)
“have been requesting the support of other
member municipalities to explore the fi-
nances and operation of the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority.” He goes on to
say that, “We were unable to obtain the
support from…” [he names seven other
municipalities and mentioned that there
might be one more]. He continued, “There
were actually several municipalities that
were actually aggressive in defeating pro-
posals to ask for information as to how we
could reduce the costs of the operations of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity.”

Does anyone really believe that there
are eight RVSA commissioners that have
absolutely no interest in saving the
ratepayers money? Cleary he is disparag-
ing those commissioners and, just as im-
portantly, insulting the intelligence of the
citizens of Rahway.

What he failed to include in his inaccu-
rate statements and what, therefore, makes
his statements misleading, if not totally
untrue, are that he and Commissioner
Mazarella were proposing to continue
with pursuing privatization of the RVSA.
Professional consultants were already paid
in excess of $50,000 to determine if RVSA
can be privatized. Those same consult-
ants indicated that this additional effort
will result in a cost to the ratepayers of
about $500,000 and that other commis-
sioners and municipalities feel that it is
premature to proceed in this manner at
this time.

Their position [commissioners] is that
construction of the substantial upgrades
that are currently underway should be
completed and that the plant should be
operated by the existing staff for about
one year in order to provide a basis for a
cost comparison that can then be used in
the evaluation of any proposals submitted
by privatization firms. To the best of my

knowledge, not one commissioner has
ever publicly stated that they are un-
equivocally against privatization and that
this process should not be considered at
all.

Business Administrator Pelissier, also
made blatantly incorrect statements about
the RVSA’s budgeting process and op-
eration of the facilities. If he doesn’t
know the correct information, he either
isn’t paying attention or can’t compre-
hend basic concepts and facts.

It is my opinion that he needs to be
removed immediately from the RVSA
Board in order to protect the interests of
the ratepayers of 11 communities, which
includes one in Middlesex County
(Woodbridge).

Mr. Pelissier has repeatedly stated that
the RVSA looks at last year’s budget and
tags on an escalation factor. He has been
critical in stating that RVSA should be
applying an escalation factor to the mon-
ies expended during the previous budget
year, not to the budget. Mr. Pelissier has
been told on numerous occasions that the
budget is determined by estimating
amounts needed for the various line items
based on anticipated needs, and that past
budgets or expenditures are not consid-
ered in developing the various line item
budget amounts. This is proved out by the
backup information that is provided to the
finance committee, of which he is a mem-
ber. It is substantiated by the fact that
almost half of the line items were de-
creased from last year’s budget.

The overall increase in the budget is
primarily due to energy costs that are
anticipated for the upgraded and expanded
treatment facilities. After the proposed
budget is prepared, it is then compared to
the previous year’s budget in order to
assist the commissioners in their under-
standing and evaluation of the proposed
budget. (The commissioners must ap-
prove the budget before it is adopted.)

One last point is that, in response to a
question by a Rahway councilwoman,
Mr. Pelissier advised that there are “less
then four” RVSA employees required to
run the treatment plant on weekends. The
truth is there are nine each day. These
statements were made in connection with
his criticism of how the authority is staffed.

At the conclusion of the Rahway pre-
council meeting, several councilpersons
commended Mr. Pelissier on his fine work
and emphasized their trust in him. The
governing body of Rahway needs to ei-
ther open its eyes and ears or stop drink-
ing the city’s water.

Anthony Gencarelli
Edison

KINDNESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School friends gather at the home of
Samantha Grecco in Scotch Plains in December to provide donations to the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia as a good friend had spent two years there
battling leukemia. The group raised $657 for research and treatment for children
battling life-threatening diseases.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Area Christmas Trees
Pickup and Disposal Rules

AREA — Westfield residents can dis-
pose of Christmas trees deposited at the
Westfield Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Lane with all decorations, lights
and wiring removed prior to dropping
them off at the center. Christmas trees are
not to be deposited in Tamaques Park.
Trees will not be picked up at curbsides
by the town.

The conservation center will be opened
Saturdays throughout January between
the 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. for Christmas tree
drop-offs.

In Scotch Plains, the Department of
Public Works (DPW) will begin Christ-
mas tree pickup on Tuesday, January 15.

Trees should be placed at the curb with
all ornaments and tinsel removed. Trees
can also be dropped off at the DPW yard
on Plainfield Avenue anytime before
Thursday, January 31.

In Fanwood, Christmas trees will also
be picked up in Fanwood from January 2
to 25. Residents must place trees at
curbside by 7 a.m. on January 25 for the
last pickup.

Garland and wreaths will not be ac-
cepted.

Mountainside residents should place
Christmas trees at curbside beginning
Monday, January 7. Christmas trees will
be picked up through Wednesday, Janu-
ary 16. No wreaths will be accepted and
only one trip will be made per street. Any
missed pick-ups must be called into DPW
on Thursday, January 17 at (908) 232-
2409.

Christmas trees in Garwood will be
picked-up at curbside every Wednesday.
Christmas trees for the final pick-up must
be placed at the curb by 7 a.m. on January
31.

Wrong About Death Penalty, It’s Not
DEMs vs GOP in New Jersey

Marty Marks is the one who is out of
step with the residents of our district, the
people of New Jersey and the millions of
others in this country, including our fel-
low citizens in 13 other states, who have
put a stop to the death penalty.

In his shameless attempt to curry votes,
Mr. Marks tries to make voting to end the
practice of state-sponsored killing into a
choice between Democrats vs. Republi-
cans, “Liberals vs. Conservatives.” End-
ing the death penalty in our state and
replacing it with life without parole did
not just come about solely because of
Assemblywoman Linda Stender’s coura-
geous vote and Governor Corzine’s sign-
ing of the bill, but because 43 additional
members of the assembly and 21 state
senators took that historical step together,
and those other members who voted to
abolish the death penalty were both Re-
publican and Democrat.

Abolishing the death penalty in New
Jersey is an opportunity for our state to
show moral leadership in this country.
More killing, done in the name of the
state, will not bring a loved one back or
close the hole in a family’s heart. Partici-
pating in state killing done in our name as
citizens of this state would have demeaned
all of us, including those we would have
required to actually carry out an execu-
tion. Our representatives have made the
difficult but right decision to sentence the

broken people who have committed hor-
rible crimes to prison for the rest of their
lives without the possibility of parole.

A sentence of life without parole is a
punishment that removes the worst of-
fenders from our society permanently,
yet still protects those who might have
been wrongly convicted.

Steven Lee
Westfield

Garwood Dog Licenses
Due Month of January

GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are due
during the month of January in Garwood.
All dogs in the borough must be licensed.

To obtain or renew a license, visit the
municipal clerk’s office at 403 South
Avenue, Monday through Friday, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of rabies vaccination
is required. The vaccine must cover the
first 10 months of the licensing year. Fees
for 2008 are $17.20 for spayed/neutered
dogs and $20.20 for nonspayed/
nonneutered dogs.

Dogs must be licensed by January 31,
and all unlicensed dogs are subject to
fines issued by the Garwood Police De-
partment. Additionally, dogs licensed af-
ter January 31 will be charged a $5 late
fee. For more, call (908) 789-0710.

Their Last Chance To Be With Such
An Awesome Man, Coach Kehler

Letters to the Editor

I want to share with Westfielders what
the class of 1977 did this past July for our
30th reunion. I was part of the reunion
committee this time and invited about
eight of our retired teachers and coaches.
I was so thrilled that our coach Kehler
came to our reunion. I also invited his son

Glenn, his wife and the coach’s wife to
the evening event.

Do you know something? Coach Kehler
stayed almost the whole evening with us;
laughing, hugging and really enjoying
himself. Our class was one of his best
football years and I am so glad that I help
put this together. My classmates had their
last chance to be with such an awesome
man.

I am living in Sarasota, Florida. I just
heard about coach Kehler. My brother
sent me an e-mail about him. And as sad
as I am, I can’t help smiling, knowing that
on that certain evening, he really, really
enjoyed talking to Al Bobal (our retired
principal), Bob Petix (our then assistant
principal), Peter Lima (our baseball
coach), Carolyn Donner (our phys. ed.
teacher), Sally Vejnoska (our english
teacher) and William Hedden.

You know, going to Westfield High
School was not only fun but an honor. The
teachers there gave a lot of their time and
effort for us. They believed in what we
could do and pushed us when needed.
When it came to our football games, I
didn’t miss a home game, knowing full
well that the class of 1977 was going to
not only win but was coached by one of
the very best there is — and that was
Coach Kehler.

I sat next to him that night at our
reunion and told him that my classmates
and I will never, ever forget him, that he
is placed in our hearts forever. He hugged
me and said he felt the same way, for us.
I wanted to share this moment with you,
hoping you would put this in our Leader,
I just thought it would be nice.

Our 30th reunion — I don’t think any-
one that night will ever forget their mo-
ment with coach.

Susan Darlington, WHS’ 77
Sarasota, Florida

Sadly, Relief from
Trenton Won’t Be Soon

What do we call the Governor’s change
in school funding? Perhaps it’s an admis-
sion that the Garden State is in serious
trouble, and that unless our public ser-
vants actually start serving the public, our
troubles will continue to grow.

We have become living proof that high
taxes don’t redistribute income; they re-
distribute people. Recently the American
Legislative Exchange Council
(www.alec.org) released its economic
ranking of all 50 states. On a 1 to 50 scale,
with 50 being the worst, we take a com-
manding 43rd place. When given a choice,
people prefer to live and work and raise
their families in states with greater eco-
nomic freedom. Since 1997, as people
gave up on us, New Jersey suffered a net
population loss of over 409,000. As hard
as it is to believe, people and businesses
actually do seek to improve their bottom
line. Is it any wonder then that we have
lost two apportioned seats in the House of
Representatives since 1970?

Governor, you and the party that you
represent control pretty much all organs
of government and can change this pitiful
picture. So take a page from JFK’s tax-cut
playbook. Make New Jersey an afford-
able place to live and work again. People
and businesses will decide that it again
makes sense to call New Jersey home.

Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Report Details Student,
Staff Accomplishments

WESTFIELD – The Westfield public
school district’s 2006-2007 Annual Re-
port, “The Measures of Success,” will be
mailed to every household in Westfield
the first week in January.

The brochure includes student and staff
accomplishments, test scores and other fac-
tual information about the school district.

It also contains an introduction by Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
who noted that, “Success is not the result
of an institution but of its people.”

She added, “Our volunteers, including
our board of education, our parents, town
leaders, community members, adminis-
trators, faculty and staff and, most impor-
tantly, our students, contribute to the ac-
colades that are included in this annual
report.”

If anyone does not receive a copy of the
2006-2007 annual report in the mail by
January 4, contact the school/community
relations office at (908) 789-4463.

Reid Joins Plainfield
City Council, 1st Ward

PLAINFIELD – William Reid was
appointed on December 5 as First Ward
Councilman to serve through to next
November to replace former councilman
Rayland Van Blake. Mr. Van Blake re-
signed upon being elected to the Union
County freeholder board in November.
Citizens will vote to fill the seat next
November. Mr. Reid resigned from the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority
where he was a commissioner.

WINTER CLEARANCE

Campaign Release, GOP Primary

Congress Candidate Marks Signs
Tax Reform Protection Pledge

SCOTCH PLAINS — Martin Marks,
Scotch Plains mayor and a candidate for
the Seventh Congressional seat, said he is
the first candidate to sign the Americans
for Tax Reform “Taxpayer Protection
Pledge” in the race to succeed retiring
Rep. Mike Ferguson.

Mr. Marks said, “Government has sim-
ply become too wasteful, too bloated and
too expensive. Signing this pledge shows
my willingness to return our government
and our Republican Party to its core val-
ues of fiscal discipline and keeping gov-
ernment spending in check. I believe
strongly in these principles and cannot
comprehend that my opponents have so
far refused to do the same and express
their support for taxpayers.”

Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) was
founded in 1985 by Grover Norquist at
the request of President Ronald Reagan.
Since 1986, ATR has sponsored the Tax-
payer Protection Pledge, a written prom-
ise by legislators and candidates for of-
fice that commits them to oppose any
effort to increase federal and state taxes on

individuals and businesses. Hundreds of
elected officials at both the state and fed-
eral level have signed the pledge including
dozens of U.S. senators and the President.

Mr. Marks pledged “to the taxpayers of
the seventh district and to the American
people that [he will]: one, oppose any and
all efforts to increase the marginal in-
come tax rate for individuals and/or busi-
nesses; and two, oppose any net reduction
or elimination of deductions and credits,
unless matched dollar for dollar by fur-
ther reducing tax rates.”

He said State Senator Leonard Lance (R-
Hunterdon), another candidate, has never
signed the state version of the no tax pledge
during his tenure in state government, and
has thus far “refused to sign the federal no
tax pledge.”

Another candidate, Kate Whitman (the
daughter of former Governor Christie
Whitman) “has also, to date, refused to
sign the ATR pledge,” Mr. Marks said.

Mr. Marks, calling himself the only
“proven” conservative Republican in the
race, said he would make fiscal and tax
policy a centerpiece of his campaign,
focusing on passing a balanced budget
amendment, reducing spending and “fix-
ing the flawed AMT that is harming New
Jersey’s middle class.”

“It’s time to give voters a choice again
– a choice between insider and establish-
ment Republicans who have lost their
way and those leaders who have not. I am
a Republican leader who hasn’t lost his
way on our party’s core values,” Mr.
Marks said.


