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Willam Foley’s shoes as the superin-
tendent of Westfield Public Schools
on September 1. Ms. Dolan, who has
been in education for 29 years,  previ-
ously served as the principal of
Franklin Elementary School, assis-
tant superintendent of human re-
sources for four years and then assis-
tant superintendent of curriculum,
instruction and programs.

The Federal Railroad Administra-
tion  approved Westfield’s quiet zone
at the railroad crossing on Rahway
Avenue. Under a quiet
zone, a train engineer is
relieved of any obliga-
tion to sound a horn,
though he is permitted
to use his discretion if an
animal or person is in
danger.

The board of educa-
tion discussed its goals
for the 2007-2008 school
year, including provid-
ing classroom space for
all students and updat-
ing district-wide emer-
gency preparedness pro-
cedures.

The BOE also an-
nounced two new ap-
pointments reflecting
expanded responsibili-
ties for district adminis-
trators. Anita O’Neal re-
placed Ms. Dolan, now superinten-
dent of schools, as the interim assis-
tant superintendent for curriculum
and instruction; Heather Rocco was
appointed the interim supervisor for
kindergarten-to-grade-12 language

arts.
The new positions were part of the

district’s goals for 2007-2008 to “as-
sess the effectiveness of the current
administrative structure and
strengthen the systems for recurring,
hiring, training, developing and re-
taining administrating staff,” officials
said. The board approved about 10
other appointments and personnel
compensation.

Garwood
The borough received $250,000 in

extraordinary aid from the state. The

borough, which had requested
$400,000, was initially rebuffed in its
application, but officials said that
denial was due to an error in calcula-
tions made by the state.

Mountainside

The borough’s board of education
announced it had not resolved con-
tract negotiations with the teachers’
union. “We are there, along with 20
percent of the school districts in the
state. We have worked really hard
for a year, and it takes time to resolve
all of our differences,” Board Presi-
dent John Perrin
said.

Addi t ional ly,
borough Chief
School Adminis-
trator Richard O’
Malley gave a pre-
sentation of the
2006-2007 school
year’s test results.
The board’s top
goal last year for
B e e c h w o o d
School, a pre-kin-
dergarten to sec-
ond-grade school,
called for 85 per-
cent of students to
score a two or
higher in science
on a teacher-de-
veloped perfor-
mance assessment
and rubric. Stu-
dents met that
goal, with 97 per-
cent scoring a two
or higher.

The second goal, also achieved,
required 85 percent of both grades 1
and 2 to score a four or higher in
writing. Benchmark data proved that
87 percent of first graders and 86

percent of second
graders were able to
demonstrate profi-
ciency, officials
said.

Scotch Plains
Students re-

turned to school to
find multiple
changes: Ever-
green School
placed new teach-
ers at the first,
third- and fourth-
grade levels;
School One pur-
chased new litera-
ture for its reading
program, and
Brunner School be-
gan a sign-lan-
guage teaching
program. Addition-

ally, Park and Terrill Middle Schools
altered their daily schedules: every
Wednesday will be an eight-period
school day, compared to the stan-
dard seven-period day, with the added
period serving as an advisory pe-
riod.

The township council approved a
liquor-license transfer from the owner
of the former Club Malibu nightclub,
thus ending years of legal and bu-
reaucratic wrangling that will now
allow a dessert and coffee shop on
Park Avenue to open for business.
World Entertainment Group, which
is opening the shop at 375 Park Av-
enue, will be the new owner of the
license, formerly owned by Rayric
Corp.

The board of adjustment granted
Omnipoint’s request to adjourn the
application’s hearing, which began at
the board’s July 12 meeting with tes-
timony from one witness. Given the
existence of wetlands in the Willow
Grove property’s vicinity, Omni-
Point’s consultants needed additional

time to determine a new location for
the cell tower and draw up revised
plans.

Fanwood
Former Democratic Councilman

William Populus rejoined the council
to fill the seat of Joseph Higgins who
resigned for personal reasons.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The town coun-
cil addressed in-
tersections in
need of improve-
ment from a
safety perspec-
tive, known as
traffic hot spots,
by having traffic
consultant Gor-
don Meth answer
questions from
residents.

The Westfield
planning board
continued to hear
Julie Marsella’s
application for a
subdivision of 200
Canterbury Lane
with the existing
“ L i t t l e
Gatehouse.” The
case remained an
ongoing issue and
has yet to be re-

solved.
Superintendent of Schools Marga-

ret Dolan announced to the board of
education that “all students have sur-
passed state proficiency rates” as per
the results of state-mandated tests in
mathematics and language arts that
students took last spring.

These annual assessments include
GEPA (for eighth graders), HSPA
(for 11th graders) and NJ ASK (for
grades 3 through 7).

Ms. Dolan reported that “for every
single school, we surpassed school
requirements.” This includes special-
education students, English-language
learners and all other subgroups, the
superintendent said.

Westfield Democrats and Republi-
cans squared off at the 2007 Candi-
dates Forum, with Democrats claim-
ing fiscal irresponsibility on the part
of the current Republican-led council
an Republicans touting their records
on matters from over-development to
traffic safety.

A new law caused franchise fees to
rise to 4 percent for Comcast custom-
ers, according to Comcast represen-
tative Charles Smith, who discussed
the rising fees with the town council.
The fee is added to each customer’s
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE ROOF IS ON FIRE (August 9)…Firefighters on the roof of 1203 Wyoming
Drive in Mountainside try to contain a fire after rescuing a 77-year old woman
who was trapped inside.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUICK RESPONSE (October 18)...The Union County patrol unit of 10 officers
demonstrates how the new response team will provide swift, lifesaving assistance
to local police in an emergency at a demonstration in Westfield on October 16.

courtesy of Patricia Lee
ROCKY RACCOON(S) (August 2)...To the dismay of neighbors for
almost two years, raccoons, photographed above last year, enjoy their
home at the abandoned house in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place. The
developer, Joseph Penyak Sr., had intended to demolish the house and
rebuild. Other photos taken July 17 showed ongoing infestation.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE WILL NEVER FORGET (September 13)…Westfield residents and officials
and emergency-services representatives attend the six-year anniversary cer-
emony of the terrorists’ attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and
United Flight 93 that killed 14 area residents on September 11, 2001. The event
was held at Westfield’s 9/11 Memorial on North Avenue and East Broad Street.

monthly bill. At the end of the year,
the fees are returned to the munici-
pality in local property-tax relief and
towards a state fund for cable dis-
counts to eligible senior citizens. The
new increase took effect on October
29.

Garwood
The borough council debated the

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) vote in favor of reexamining
privatization with members of the
public.

Anthony Gencarelli, an RVSA
employee, addressed the council as
a private citizen in response to the

RVSA’s possible privatization of the
operation, which is currently un-
dergoing a nearly $190-million up-
grade.

Mountainside
Borough teachers dressed in red

shirts demanded that the board of
education stop “dragging its feet on a
new contract” at a board meeting.
Members of the Mountainside Edu-
cation Association waited, held a
walk-out and then returned to address
the board, while the board conducted
a first reading on 66 policies that
lasted more than two hours.

Cranford
A standing-room-only crowd at-

tended a Cranford planning-board
meeting, at which Cranford and
Westfield residents protested a pro-
posed 130-foot cell-phone tower at
the Cranford Swim Club, a three-acre
area bordering Westfield. Residents
voiced concerns ranging from prop-
erty values to danger to wildlife, health
issues and aesthetics.

Scotch Plains
The zoning board of adjustment

denied Omnipoint Communications’
second request to extend the hearing
on its application to place a wireless
communication tower at Willow
Grove Swim Club.

Furthermore, the board voted 6-0
to deny the extension request and
dismiss the application itself, due
to, among other reasons, the exist-
ence of wetlands at the pro-

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON POINTE (August 23)…A construction crew works on the site of the Pointe in
Garwood, which had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age-
restricted housing developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.

Karen Clarkson for The Leader/Times
COLONIAL GREETINGS (October
4)...A colonial figure meets a young fan
at Union County’s annual Harvest Fes-
tival, held last Sunday at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.
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