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Hickory Tree Chorus Offers
$1,000 Music Scholarship

AREA – Hickory Tree Chorus, a
chapter of Sweet Adelines International,
is accepting applications for its annual
$1,000 scholarship, which is given to a
talented young woman interested in
pursuing a music career.

Qualified high-school senior girls
with good academic records and ex-
ceptional talent in vocal music are en-
couraged to apply. Students should also
have applied for acceptance into a mu-
sic program at a college or university.

Applicants must submit an audio-
tape or CD of a short performance
demonstrating their particular talents.
Tapes may include accompaniment, as
needed. Completed applications and
audiotapes or CDs must be received by
April 14.

High-school guidance departments
in more than 50 communities have in-

formation and applications. Applica-
tions are also available by e-mailing
info@hickorytreechorus.org or print-
ing it directly from
hickorytreechorus.org.

Hickory Tree Chorus rehearses and
welcomes guests on Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m. at the New Jersey Youth
Symphony Music Center, located at
570 Central Avenue in New Providence.

This year marks its 40th year as a
chapter of Sweet Adelines International,
a worldwide organization of women
singers committed to advancing the
musical art form of barbershop har-
mony through education and perfor-
mance.

With almost 27,000 members world-
wide, Sweet Adelines International is
one of the world’s largest women’s
singing organizations.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

Gosh, what a tough love life political
consultant/adman Will Hayes (Ryan
Reynolds) is shown to navigate in Adam
Brooks’s Definitely, Maybe. He is com-
manded to tell the tale of woe, in sweetly
articulated flashbacks he apprises of
Emily (Elizabeth Banks), Summer
(Rachel Weisz) and April (Isla Fisher),
by his 11-year-old daughter Maya
(Abigail Breslin).

It being the eve of Mom and Dad’s
divorce, we understand the fears that
have prompted this curiosity in the
quixotic star of Little Miss Sunshine
(2006). She’s uncertain just how she
figures in the scenario. What we will
never quite comprehend is just how this
rather ordinary soap salesman has come
to live the life of a veritable Casanova.

Ryan Reynolds is hardly in the same
league as the three attractive ladies
shown to toy with his heart. The inclu-
sion of at least one ‘plain Jane’ might
have given his character a needed crease
of credibility. Still, a comfy tone is
created as doubtlessly loving dad aims
to assure darling daughter, via the tale
of his courtships, of her premier role in
his life.

When she won’t slumber, he agrees
to the unorthodox bedtime story, but
only if the love interests are given pseud-
onyms. Maya is not to know right off
which damsel becomes mom.” Cool,
it’s like a mystery love story,” opines
the little girl. So, back, back we go…to
college, youthful idealism and the first
Clinton campaign.

Recently graduated, political activist
Will is excited when Bubba’s people
ask that he come to New York to lend his
expertise in the unseating of George
H.W. Bush. Then-girlfriend Emily, por-
trayed by Elizabeth Banks, sees the
handwriting on the wall. The conversa-
tion goes something like, “Yeah, I’ll
follow later. No you go, you go.” He
does.

The first rude awakening Will expe-
riences, after arriving in the Big Apple,
where the rest of the film will take
place, is that his initial, crucial role in
the Presidential race is donut gofer.
He’s also the toilet paper getter, and
soon comes to be known as such. Sec-
ondly, he learns the truth of that phrase,
“Out of sight, out of mind.” Emily
who?

Definitely, Maybe: Kind Of A
Sort Of ‘Sleepless in Manhattan’

Nevertheless, soon fancified and
hopelessly caught up in the energy (a
word he says he despises) of Gotham,
he’s soon doing like the Romans. The
excitement that accompanies youth and
the great possibilities it promises make
each action seem momentous. Espe-
cially the delivery of a long-lost diary to
Emily’s college roommate, Summer.

All grown up and perhaps proving it
by living with her grad school mentor
and famous American author, Hamp-
ton Roth (Kevin Kline), Summer, acted
by Rachel Weisz, reeks of cosmopoli-
tan. She’s just the thing for a waif from
Wisconsin in need of validation, and a
handy tour guide to the big time. That
she’s unattainable makes it even more
enticing.

Other flames follow. Meanwhile,
Maya is all ears, and a bit abashed. “I
can’t believe you smoked. And what’s
the word for boy slut?” she asks during
an interlude in the saga. You see, she
just learned about sex in school, at least
the technicalities…just enough to be
precociously cute.

For instance, she speculates, if sex is
for making babies, and requires all that
effort (she goes into more graphic de-
tail than blushing Dad would prefer),
then how is it that her little friend at
school is certain he was a mistake?
Here the film wins its stripes. Dad’s
answers display a level of well-mean-
ing equivocation only a spinmeister
could conjure.

Dr. Spock would approve. Will turns
the touching interrogation into what is
essentially a critically needed bonding
session. Maya must know that she
wasn’t a mistake, a mere byproduct of
this seemingly haphazard mating pro-
cess her bewildered adult counterparts
just can’t seem to get right.

Pity is, if you consider the current
moral landscape, the high-minded tête-
à-tête is more wishful thinking than
reality. But then, the movies have long
held that, absent the epiphanic truth, a
comforting fantasy will do just as well.
Definitely, Maybe sufficiently proffers
that the art of parenting hasn’t com-
pletely skidded off the runway.

The love story aspect doesn’t man-
age as effective a consolation. Granted,
there are a goodly share of trivial truths
and a healthy smattering of laughs to be
had in this minor league version of The
Way We Were (1973). But insofar as
originality, very little isn’t wrapped in
that same old convention: the inquisi-
tive child as wise matchmaker.

Other faults undermine the effort,
weak characterization being the chief
culprit. Oh, the ladies are OK, espe-
cially Isla Fisher as April, the at once
tough but winsome free spirit. But Mr.
Reynolds’s inability to imbue the nei-
ther here nor there Will with a tad more
texture keeps Definitely, Maybe from
being a more certain movie-going
choice.

***
Definitely, Maybe, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by
Adam Brooks and stars Ryan Reynolds,
Abigail Breslin and Isla Fisher. Run-
ning time: 112 minutes.

Animal Art Produces
‘Menagerie’ at AGR

Fame Game Competition
Seeks New Jersey Singers

STATE – New Jersey residents, be-
tween the ages of 6 and 22, who enjoy
singing can enter the NJ Fame Game
for a chance to win a scholarship.
Contestants at all skill levels are now
being sought.

The competition will be held on
April 13, between 2 and 5 p.m. at The
Mill at Spring Lake Heights. Contes-
tants can enter the competition for
free by registering on the phone.

All guests and attendees are re-
quired to purchase tickets for $10,
with all proceeds from ticket sales
going to support Prevent Child Abuse-
NJ, a non-profit organization located
in New Brunswick and Newark aimed
at helping children.

A panel of celebrity judges, along
with the audience, will judge the com-
petition. Contestants can choose any
style of music – from show tunes to
country and pop. Performances will
be held in a karaoke format, but con-
testants can also bring their own mu-
sic, and/or acoustic instrument or sing
a cappella.

Contestants must indicate at regis-
tration what song they will sing.

Registration is free for contestants
registering by March 31. Last-minute
entries will be allowed on the day of the

event; however, those entrants will be
subject to the $10 ticket charge.

To register, call the event coordina-
tor, HollyRock/Miller Communications
of Princeton, at (609) 919-9292, exten-
sion 212, during normal business hours.
Or, register online by visiting
njfamegame.com.

Fashion Show to Help
Fight Heart Disease

MOUNTAINSIDE — Breathe Fit-
ness Studio of Mountainside and FIT
Activewear of Westfield are sponsor-
ing a fashion show to raise money to
fight heart disease tomorrow, February
29, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Breathe
Fitness studio, 1055 Route 22 East in
Mountainside (next to Loews Theater).

Models will display FIT
Activewear’s new line of tennis, exer-
cise and sport clothing for the active
woman. Wine, cheese and canapés
will be served.

Breathe Fitness Studio is a private
by-appointment only, personal train-
ing and group fitness studio.

For more information, visit
BreatheFitnessStudio.com or contact
(908) 301-0123.

Roosevelt Students Warm
Up Their Dancing Shoes

CUT LOOSE...Roosevelt students ready
their dancing shoes for Footloose.

WESTFIELD – The students of
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
present Footloose: The Musical be-
tween March 7 and 9 in the school
auditorium at 301 Clark Street. Per-
formances on Friday, March 7, and
Saturday, March 8, will begin at 7:30
p.m., and the performance on Sunday
March 9 will begin at 2 p.m.

Footloose is
based on the popu-
lar film released in
1984 starring Kevin
Bacon. A stage ver-
sion debuted on
Broadway in 1998
and won four Tony
Awards, including
one for Best Origi-
nal Score and the
soundtrack album
hit number one on the Billboard charts.

The performance will feature up-
beat songs such as “Holding Out for
a Hero,” “Let’s Hear It for the Boy”
and the title song, “Footloose.”

The story centers on Ren
McCormack, who relocates from
Chicago to the small Midwestern town
of Bomont. Ren, like most teenagers,
is free-spirited and enjoys music and

dancing, but he quickly discovers that
the town has banned dancing.

The ordinance to ban dancing was
passed due to pressure from Rever-
end Shaw Moore, the local minister,
whose son died in a car crash after a
dance many years before.

Ren, with the support of his friends,
including the minister’s daughter,

Ariel, eventually
convinces Rever-
end Moore that,
“Dancing is not a
crime,” and he al-
lows the teenagers
to have a dance.

Members of the
cast and crew, un-
der the direction of
Annie Howe and
Nicole LaFleur

Amadeo, are working on their vocals
and choreography in preparation for
the March 7 curtain.

Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance for $8 and will be sold at
Roosevelt Intermediate School on
March 4, 5 and 6 between 2:45 and
3:30 p.m. Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door before each perfor-
mance for $10.

FUNKY TOWN…Above, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors Paul
Spicer (right) and Kevin O’Connell (left) perform the saxophone solo from the
piece “I Got a Funky Songo in my Heart,” arranged by Rich DeRosa. Below,
senior Johnathan Lieblich plays a trumpet solo on the song “Way to Go” by Lenny
Niehaus.

NJIO Outreach
Ensemble to Perform
AREA – After performing at

Westfield Senior Housing in February,
the outreach ensemble of the NJ
Intergenerational Orchestra will per-
form at the Clark Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center in March.

The outreach ensemble is composed
of string players from the larger orches-
tra who perform for free at area nursing
homes and senior centers.  The orches-
tra brings together musicians of differ-
ent ages and abilities, from elementary
school students to senior citizens.

For more information about NJIO,
visit njio.org or call (908) 522-0100.

Summer Workshop 2008
To Hold Info. Session

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW), a division of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), will hold an information ses-
sion on Sunday, March 9, from 1 to 3
p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield.

During that time period, the WSW
coordinator and registrar will be avail-
able to answer questions regarding
the 2008 program of arts, crafts, com-
munications, dance, drama, kaleido-
scope, music and musical theater.

The program, for students in pre-
school to grade 8, will be held from
June 30 until July 31 at Edison Interme-
diate School on Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. It also provides an early-morning
drop off and full day of programming in
conjunction with the Westfield YMCA.

The Summer Stage Theater, for
students in grades 6 though 10, will

present a fully staged production of
The Wiz, the funk-rock contemporary
musical based on “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz,” by Frank Baum, with
book by William Brown and music
and lyrics by Charlie Smalls. No au-
dition is necessary to enroll in this
theatrical production.

The staff of the WSW program
consists of degreed and/or certified
teachers, experienced performers and
professional artists who provide stu-
dents with a safe and comfortable
atmosphere in which to enjoy the
arts. A registered nurse is on duty
during the regular morning program.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551 to receive a 16-page full
color brochure or visit the NJWA
studios on March 9 to speak to the
registrar in person. Additional infor-
mation is available on
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Oratorio Singers to Present
Bach’s Mass In B Minor

BACH TO THE FUTURE…The Oratorio Singers, soloists and orchestra, as well as
conductor Trent Johnson perform in concert at the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield. In March, the Oratorio Singers will present Bach’s Mass in B minor.

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield with soloists and
orchestra will offer Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Mass in B minor on Sunday,
March 9, at 3 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

For this chorus of about 85 singers,
this will be the 28th annual perfor-
mance of major choral works with
orchestra to take place in the sanctu-
ary of the church.

The B minor Mass of J. S. Bach has
long been considered one of the great
works of choral music. Its craftsman-
ship, coupled with its joyous, dark
and sometimes-exultant moods, has
made this a true gem even among
Bach’s works.

The Mass, which begun in 1733
and finished in the last years of Bach’s
life, can be a considered a summation
of Bach’s musical skill, technical mas-
tery, artistic imagination and religious
faith. It contains some of Bach’s most
glorious music. The work is largely
written for five-part chorus, but Bach
also included some choruses in six
parts and double chorus.

The soloists for the concert will

include Rachel Rosales, soprano;
Patrizia Conte, alto; Scott McCoy,
tenor; and baritone, Elem Eley. Mu-
sic director Trent Johnson, director of
music and arts at the First United
Methodist Church, will conduct the
concert.

Mr. Johnson is also known to many
as an organist, composer and pianist.
As conductor of the Oratorio Singers,
Mr. Johnson has led this organization
in much of the standard literature for
chorus and orchestra, including works
of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein, Kodály,
Poulenc and others. He has also con-
ducted three premieres of his own
works.

More background and facts about
the Oratorio Singers are available on
westfieldnj.com/oratorio.

For ticket and general information,
call the First United Methodist Church
office, open daily from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., at (908) 233-4211. The
church and sanctuary are wheelchair-
accessible. Parking is available in the
church lot off of Ferris Place, on
adjacent streets and in nearby lots.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Lions and tigers and
bears…oh my!

The Arts Guild of Rahway (AGR)
recently became a menagerie when
an exhibit of the same name graced
its walls and floors.

Depictions of cats, chimpanzees,
ponies, deer, wolves and many more
four-limbed creatures formed a col-
orful and artistic zoo.

Some of the offerings of this 17–
artist exhibit, which ended February
8, were lighthearted and playful.

Take AGR’s Executive Director
Lawrence Cappiello’s “Painted Pony”
and “Leaping Deer,” for example.

Brilliant color and large size com-
bined to give these two acrylics on
canvas a magical, mythical feeling.

A pair of roosters by Alessandra
Exposito sparkled. Titled “Midnight
Lady” and “High Stepper,” they were
created with acrylic, enamel and
rhinestones.

Neil Korn’s contribution to “Me-
nagerie” consisted of a series of dog
paintings that he viewed as the com-
bination of the adoption of a pet and
the outgrowth of the portraits he had
painted about himself.

“The dog becomes…a
metaphor…an extension of
myself...relating in very basic ways
to the world around me,” Mr. Korn
said.

Three of Elissa Merkl’s works,
“Cat’s Up,” “Grid Lock” and “Swan
Lake,” demonstrated the power of
serigraphy to play bold colors against
subtle.

“I found I have barely scratched the
surface of this ‘ancient’ process,
which lends itself well to experimen-
tation,” she said.

Other artists represented animals
in two and three dimensions via pho-
tography, sculpture, mixed media and
print.

Through March 14, AGR presents
“Red Saw in Rahway.” According to
AGR, it will “exhibit and promote
both established and emerging con-
temporary artists.”

Lowell Craig, Asha Ganpat, Seth
Goodwin and D.C. Smith guest cu-
rate an exhibit of nearly a dozen fea-
tured artists.

AGR is located at 1670 Irving Street
in Rahway.

For more information about “Red
Saw in Rahway” or AGR, call (732)
381-7511 or visit rahwayartsguild.org.

Pearl Street Displays
Sculptural Baskets

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will present
an exhibit of sculptural baskets wo-
ven by Elisa Kessler-Caporale in
the gallery space at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of her one-of-a-kind
art baskets entitled, “Shapes and

Forms,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until April 3. Gallery
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Ms. Kessler-Caporale is a profes-
sional basket maker who lives in
Summit. Although she weaves tra-

ditional baskets, she is known for
the unique contemporary baskets,
which often incorporate found ob-
jects, paper, pottery and bark. She
has woven with cardboard from
cracker boxes and is working on a
series of reed and copper tubing
work.

She has exhibited in many juried
shows throughout the United States
and recently won a sculpture prize
at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit.

Union County artists, whose works
can be hung on a wall, interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. N.J. Relay users can dial
711. E-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Congregational Church
Musicales Continue

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will continue its
Mid-Day Musicales concerts for the
season of Lent with a program by the
trio of flutist Laura Karel George,
oboist Carolyn Pollak and clarinetist
William Shadel on Wednesday, March
5, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.

All three performers have had no-
table careers performing with vari-
ous orchestras and chamber music
organizations, including the New
York Philharmonic, the Metropoli-
tan Opera, New York City Ballet,
the New Jersey Symphony and the
New Jersey Chamber Music Soci-
ety.

For the luncheon on March 5,
Hershey’s Subs and Delicatessen in
Westfield has agreed to donate sand-
wiches.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Elisa Kessler-Caporale’s Crimson Tides

Jazz Festival Takes Place Tomorrow Night
SCOTCH PLAINS –The 11th an-

nual Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Jazz Festival con-
tinues on Friday, February 29, at 5
p.m. at the SPFHS Manya Ungar
Auditorium. The first night of the
festival, held on February 19, was
hosted by “Spiffy Jazz” and high-
lighted the performances of many
senior musicians.

The SP-F Jazz Festival, in conjunc-
tion with the International Associa-
tion of Jazz Educators (IAJE), has, in
recent years, become one of the pre-

mier high school jazz events held in
the state of New Jersey.

On Friday, February 29, beginning
at 5 p.m., Spiffy Jazz and the SP-F
Jazz Lab band will perform, along
with the 2007 Division II N.J. State
Champion Moonglowers Jazz Band
from SPFHS.

Joining them on February 29 are
the premier jazz bands from eight
New Jersey high schools – Westfield,
South Plainfield, Carteret,
Willingboro, Northern Burlington,
Jackson, Bridgewater and J.P. Stevens.

Arts Guild of Rahway Executive Director Lawrence Cappiello’s “Painted Pony”


