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BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900
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MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Freeholder Board Heads Back
To TV – For Real This Time

More than 600 yesterdays ago, on July
7, 2006, Senator Raymond Lesniak’s
nephew, who is the appointed Union
County manager, was quoted in a Star-
Ledger article headlined “Board Heads
back to TV.”

County manager George Devanney, at
the time, said, “This investment in our
sound system, PA and taping system will
ensure that the public, our constituents
and all entities that do business with the
county will continue to receive
information about our meetings in a timely
and accurate manner.”

The article went on to quote me as the
President of the Union County Watchdog
Association (UCWA), “…$78,000
seemed like an extraordinary amount to
pay for new equipment…For $80,000, I
would hope they would be webcasting
meetings, too.”

Later in the story, Sebastian D’Elia,
county public information officer, said,
“Actually, the county is looking into that.”

The county replaced its equipment in 2006,
but it never distributed the meetings to the
local cable stations, nor did it ever webcast
meetings. The bills the UCWA eventually
obtained through OPRA show the county
spent $110,000 for the new equipment.

The UCWA has been webcasting
freeholder meetings, as well as county
budget hearings, since January 2007. One
2008 Union County Watchdog Association
initiative is to have freeholder meetings
broadcast on the local cable channels.

Many towns have already moved to

request these meetings and will begin to
air them shortly. Channel 26
programming is controlled by Comcast
and is broadcast to most Union County
towns.

The UCWA will routinely request the
meeting tape from the county through
OPRA (pay $15 for it) and drop it to
Comcast. The December 20 meeting will
be the first (the one the county claimed
didn’t exist until the UCWA asked the
Prosecutor’s Office to investigate) to be
aired, on February 28 at 9:30 p.m. Things
that make you go “Hmmm...”

In response to the UCWA’s recent
efforts to return freeholder meetings to
the cable-viewing audiences throughout
Union County, the county’s extensive
Office of Public Information has
revamped its efforts to distribute the
freeholders’ taxpayer-funded infomercial
and have begun dropping off their half-
hour “Freeholder Forum” shows to cable
stations – but not meeting recordings.

The county has been promoting its
“Freeholder Forum” show, which usually
features a freeholder who is up for re-
election, steadily on its website since
approximately a million yesterdays ago.

Tina Renna,
President, UCWA

Cranford

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL MEETING

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
13, 2008 at 7:30 pm in Council Chambers
in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey to hear and
consider the following appeals:

07-22  Ralph Rapuano, Frank Altieri
and Allan Chrone, 734 Woodland Av-
enue, Block 1405, Lot 1 (Town of
Westfield), and Block 22-A, Lot 28 (Town
of Mountainside), and 10 Rodman Lane,
Block 1405, Lot 2 (Town of Westfield),
Block 22-A, Lot 31 (Town of
Mountainside) owned by William Ryan
and Jacqueline Britt; seeking minor subdi-
vision approval with no variances. Appli-
cants seeking to transfer approximately
1,887 square feet of rear yard of 734
Woodland Avenue (Town of Westfield)
and approximately 703 square feet of rear
yard (Town of Mountainside) to 10 Rod-
man Lane.

07-26(V)  Ralph Rapuano, 766 & 772
Prospect Street, Block 603, Lots 44 &
45; seeking minor subdivision approval
with variances. Applicant proposed to sub-
divide the current properties and establish
three building lots.

Formal action may be taken.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from

certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Recording Secretary, Planning Board

1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains on February 25, 2008, the
Board adopted the Resolution of Approval
for Francessco Sabata, t/a Mezzogiorno
Restaurant, 450 Park Avenue, Block 1105,
Lot 2 for modification of site plan to retain
the painted mural located on the side of
the existing building.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/28/08, The Times Fee: $16.32

Stender Supports Vets
GI Bill for 21st Century

Linda Stender, a Democratic can-
didate for Congress in the 7th Dis-
trict, said there is a “need for a change
in the way Washington D.C. treats
our veterans, so that we better sup-
port those who have sacrificed in ser-
vice of this nation.”

“Supporting the troops’ shouldn’t
simply be a slogan, nor should our
support end when these soldiers come
back to American soil,” said Ms.
Stender, who serves in the state as-
sembly. “We must be prepared to
honor our commitments to an entire
generation of brave men and women
returning home from war – especially
those who need assistance re-adjust-
ing to civilian life or who were
wounded in the line of duty.

“I will fight to provide for those
who have risked their lives and per-
sonal safety with the benefits they’ve
earned and the help they’ve been
promised,” she said.

Ms. Stender said she supports leg-
islation creating a “GI Bill for the
21st Century” to provide comprehen-
sive educational benefits for soldiers
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
H.R. 2702 would make sure veterans
have the resources needed to succeed
in the modern world. The legislation
would provide up to four years of
tuition, books and fees, plus a monthly
stipend.

“When America’s greatest genera-
tion returned home from World War
II, the first GI bill helped our veterans
receive an education, take care of
their families and chart their future,”
Ms. Stender said. “Today, Congress
should continue to provide our men
and women in uniform with opportu-
nities and assistance worthy of their
sacrifice. When our soldiers return
home from war, we should help them
get a leg up, not turn our backs on
them.”

She said the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs estimates nearly 200,000
veterans across the United States are
homeless and that recent studies found
6,500 of New Jersey’s veterans are

homeless, and over 12,000 more are
on the brink of homelessness.

Ms. Stender said policy experts are
warning of increased rates of
homelessness among veterans return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan. More-
over, higher than expected rates of
post-traumatic stress disorder and
traumatic brain injuries, in conjunc-
tion with large numbers of veterans
paying over 50 percent of their in-
come on rent, have triggered alarm
among advocates for both veterans
and the homeless.

“We must stand with our veterans
in their time of need, just as they have
stood up for us in the line of battle,”
said Ms. Stender. “With young sol-
diers being denied healthcare, having
trouble finding jobs or paying for
school and even living on the streets
– it is crystal clear that we need a
change in Washington. A good start
would be getting rid of the bureau-
cratic backlog that is stopping dis-
abled veterans from getting the care
and respect they have earned.”

ters of the states in the Union, or by
convening a Constitutional Conven-
tion, the recommendations would
also require three-quarters ratifica-
tion by the states.

“This bill is nothing more than a
clever way around this obstacle by
providing that once a number of states,
comprising 270 votes in the Electoral
College, agree to cast all of their
votes for the winner of the national
popular vote, an interstate compact
will go into effect that determines the
winning ticket of a Presidential elec-
tion,” Mr. Merkt said.

“It’s (the legislation) suicidal as far
as this state is concerned. The Electoral
College was created in such a way as to
protect the voices of less-populated
states. This legislation will effectively
silence those voices by allowing a hand-
ful of large states to decide Presidential
elections. As a result, there will be no
reason for candidates to campaign in
New Jersey.”

Merkt Says Legislation
Circumvents Constitution

TRENTON — Assemblyman Ri-
chard Merkt (LD-25, Randolph) said
legislation passed by the General As-
sembly that pledges the state’s elec-
toral votes to the national popular vote
winner, instead of the winner of the
New Jersey vote, is not only a circum-
vention of the U.S. Constitution, but it
would make the Garden State irrel-
evant in future Presidential elections.

“This legislation is a Constitutional
travesty. It’s a back-door end run of
the federal Constitution,” Mr. Merkt
said. “ This has to be the worst piece
of legislation I have seen in my 30
years in government.”

The bill, A-4225, enters New Jersey
into an interstate compact that pledges
the state’s electoral votes to the winner
of the national popular vote.

Mr. Merkt said the proposed law
is an attempt to circumvent the U.S.
Constitution as the Constitution can
only be amended by either an
amendment adopted by a super
majority of both Houses of Con-
gress, then ratified by three-quar- Vets Can Learn About

Benefits at UCC Event
CRANFORD – Union County

will hold an outreach event for vet-
erans and their families at the
Cranford campus of Union County
College on Wednesday, March 5,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the North
Lecture Hall, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Represented will be the county’s
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision on Aging, the One-Stop Ca-
reer Center, Paratransit, the Office
for the Disabled, the Division of
Social Services, Consumer Affairs,
the Union County Surrogate’s Of-
fice and the office of the Union
County Clerk, the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs and the Social
Security office.

To attend this event, call (908) 659-
7407, or the toll-free Veterans Hotline
at (866) 640-7115.

Kean: Spending Cuts
Must Replace Toll Hikes

TRENTON – New Jersey State Sen-
ate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield) issued the follow-
ing statement regarding published com-
ments made by Senator Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth) concerning the Pub-
lic Benefit Corporation (PBC) compo-
nent of the toll road tax proposal.

“Now that senior legislative Demo-
crats have declared the foundation of
Governor Corzine’s road tax proposal
unworkable, it is time to move for-
ward with a budget that does not rely
on revenues from the toll hike plan.
Prominent Democrat Senators have
now pronounced as DOA in the senate
any gas tax increase, any toll increases
for debt, and now the Governor’s ill
advised and quite likely unconstitu-
tional PBC. It’s clear that the members
of his own party are now following
Republicans in the Legislature in re-
jecting the Governor’s vision.

“Republican senators are ready to
move forward forging a state budget
that cuts spending without taking
more from the pockets of working
families. During his state-of-the-state
message, the Governor spoke of
matching expenses to recurring rev-
enues. The Governor’s actions must
match his rhetoric. He must seek real
substantive cuts across the board.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Mrs. Baker to Recall
Philathalians’ Shows
FANWOOD – Charlotte Baker,

an actress and playwright with the
former Philathalians of Fanwood,
will speak at the Fanwood Mu-
seum at the historic Fanwood Rail-
road Station on Sunday, March 2,
at 2 p.m. The railroad station is
located at North and Martine Av-
enues in Fanwood.

She will show slides of theatrical
productions of the past, with an
emphasis on the sets designed by
former Fanwood resident Bob
Thayer. With his artistic talents,
Mr. Thayer created for the audi-
ence the illusion of a fourth wall of
the set.

Mrs. Baker also will talk about
the history of the community drama
group that performed in various
venues in the borough from 1932 to
1998. The group began as a way to
provide inexpensive entertainment
during the Depression.

A Fanwood resident for many
years, Mrs. Baker appeared in lead-
ing roles in many of the Philathalian
shows and wrote scripts for three of
the major productions and many of
the workshops. She also loved sew-
ing and organizing costumes and
will bring an example of her work
on one show’s wardrobes.

The Fanwood Historic Preserva-
tion Commission will sponsor this
presentation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of a Consulting Planner during
the year 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Mary M. Moody, PP,
191 Stony Brook Road, Branchburg, New
Jersey be appointed Consulting Planner
to the Planning Board for the period effec-
tive from January 1, 2008 to December 31,
2008 for planning reviews and board meet-
ing attendance and, on an “as needed
bases” according to the 2008 Planning
Proposal submitted on January 14, 2008.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profes-
sionals will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/28/08, The Times Fee: $32.13
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