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Lady Blue Devils Clock Minutemen, 44-34,
For Union County Tournament Hoops Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUSAR STRIKES 13, DiIORIO SCORES 12, MILLS HITS 8

Warriors Dazzle Blue Devils
In Hoops Season Finale, 66-49

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lay-ups, follow-up tip-ins, three-
pointers, inspiring defense! You name
it. The Warriors did it, as the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team
became 66-49 victims of a fine per-
formance from 21-3, 14th ranked
Watchung Hills in Warren on Febru-
ary 21.

The Warriors executed their versa-
tility well as Eric Kane (15 points),
Kyle Rawson (15 points) and Jesse
Ross (14 points) played an effective
inside-outside game. Junior Dave
Pusar led the 7-16 Blue Devils with
13 points, junior Tony DiIorio hit for
12 points and senior Manny Mills,
who carried a hot hand in the fourth
quarter, finished with eight points.

“Watchung Hills is 21-3 for a rea-
son. They’re a very good basketball
team. They’re all seniors; they know
each other, pass the ball exception-

ally well. They don’t turn the ball
over and they get good shots. That’s
what experience does for you. Hope-
fully, with the experience that we’re
getting this year, next year we will
have a season like they’re having,”
said Westfield Head Coach Kevin
Everly.

The Warriors scored the first five
points then DiIorio hit a 2-point
jumper. Pusar banged a 3-pointer and
later netted two 2-pointers. Chris
Sheehan added a bucket, as did Pat
Gray to cut the deficit to two. The
Warriors, however, went on a five
point run to win the quarter, 17-13.

Hopes of getting back into the game
diminished as the Warriors orches-
trated an 8-0 run to start the second
quarter. Blue Devil turnovers and of-
fensive starvation did not mix well
with the Warriors’ pinpoint passing
and 3-point baskets that led to a 25-7
thrashing and a 42-20 halftime defi-

cit. Pusar sank four points, Lessner
hit for two points and Sheehan sank
one from the stripe.

“Unfortunately we got a little self-
ish there for awhile. We got away
from what we do and why we’ve been
successful in the past and the last
couple of games,” said coach Everly.
“We were taking quick shots, we
wanted to attack the rim, get the ball
to the post and settle for some jump
shots.”

The Blue Devils’ offense stabilized
in the third quarter as the Warriors
held a 16-12 edge. DiIorio found the
mark for six points, while Lessner,
Pusar and Hess each hit two points.

“They’re a great team, they play
very well together but I think we need
to come out a little stronger. We played
hard and that’s the best we could do,”
said Pusar. “Next year, we hope to
come out and play better, play as a
team and get some wins.”

The Blue Devils won the final quar-
ter, 17-8. Mills got inside with eight
points, including 4-for 5 from the free
throw line. DiIorio rolled in a lay up
and hit both of his free throws. Lessner
hit 2-for-2 from the stripe, Gray
banged in a 2-pointer and Hess con-
tributed one point.

Commenting on outgoing gradu-
ate Manny Mills, coach Everly said,
“You have to give credit for a kid like
that, who as a junior did not play a lot
and stuck it out. He didn’t know
whether he was going to start or play
a lot but you got to love the kid
because he came and he worked hard.
We made him a captain. He always
played with passion and intensity in
practice and in games. He instilled
some really good characteristics into
his teammates.”

“It has been a very good experi-
ence. Last year we made it to states
and that was a very good feeling
being on varsity despite not really
playing. When I came out this year, I
expected to play but I ended up start-
ing, playing a lot of minutes and got
into the groove. Again, a good expe-
rience this year, me being the only
senior and all,” commented Mills. “It
was hard at times but I stuck to it and
the other captains helped me through
a lot and we just have grown as a
team.”
Westfield 13   7 12 17 49
Watchung Hills 17 25 16   8 66
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872 Winyah Avenue, Westfield, NJ 
Public Open House, Sunday March 2nd 1:00-4:00 pm 

Beautifully situated in notable Wychwood, this magical 
Colonial sparkles with traditional details and coveted 
modern amenities. The family room addition & updated 
granite-accented kitchen, complement a fire lit living 
room and dining room with corner cabinets. There are 
two bedroom suites, three more bedrooms, an office, rec 
room, & climate controlled wine cellar. The captivating 
grounds come alive with unique plantings, mature shrub-
bery, and a two-tiered patio. Presented for $1,595,000. 
Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Winyah  
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LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS

Ideal 2 bedroom apartment one block from 

transportation and downtown Westfield.  Lovely 

interior with a living room, dining area, kitchen, good 
closet space and a washer & dryer in the unit. Off-street 
parking is included and the apartment can be rented fur-
nished or unfurnished. Renting for $1,400. furnished/ 
$1,300. Unfurnished 
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

February 6, 1999: History has
been made! The Nation’s longest
winning streak of 42 consecutive
titles has finally been broken. But it
was a battle all the way. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boys swimming
team defeated the Westfield High
School boys, 323.5-304, to grab first
place in the Union County Swim-
ming Tournament in Elizabeth.
Raider senior Dave Russ won the
50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
freestyle, and swam on the winning
200-yard freestyle and on the 200-
yard medley relay teams.

Russ commented, “We said that it
was going to come down to heart.
We had to do it for the team. We had
to do it for Mr. (Jim) Powers!”

February 16, 1999: You had to
be there! Contrary to some newspa-
per reports, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team did have a great comeback,
but unfortunately fell one point short
of tying, thus defeating, the
Redskins of Parsippany who held

on to win, 32-31, in the semifinals
of the North Jersey Group 3, Sec-
tion 2 Tournament in Scotch Plains.
Falls by Matt Oley, Gary Cousar
and Jim Feeley, a majority decision
by Josh Ricca and a decision by
Scott Paterson gave the Raiders the
final 25-team points.

February 19, 1998: The third
time proved to be the charm for the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
team, as they skated past the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, 5-2, in the
quarterfinals of the Van Cott Cup.
The teams’ previous two meetings
turned out to be disappointing. Ron
Kashlak tallied two goals and two
assists and senior captain Brendan
Hickey scored the first goal.

February 28, 1998: Blue Devils
Nick Friedman and Onur Tezucar
got revenge at the right time and
arose with first-place titles in their
respective weight classes in the Dis-
trict 11 Championships held in
Westfield. Friedman beat Rahway’s
John Petrusko, 13-7, for the 140-lb
title and Tezucar defeated Cranford’s
John Donofrio for the 145-lb crown.

carry a 26-20 lead into the locker
room. Pringle hit from downtown and
Handza banged in four points, while
O’Leary, Slodyzcka, Miller and
Knisley added two each.

“We knew we were going to be in a
battle and we wanted to go toe-to-toe
with them. We were not backing down
and our girls knew that they had to be
patient with their shots and sooner or
later we would be able to break them
down. They did not panic and that’s
what the key was,” said coach Marino.

Although, The Minutemen caught
up in offense and outscored the Blue
Devils, 9-6, in a soft third quarter. Coach
Marino explained the Devils’ low scor-
ing, “What happened was that we got
into foul trouble. Handza had four fouls
on her, so I had to pull her out. I went to
my veteran O’Leary because I knew
she used to be our point guard. I took
her from the down low position and put
her up at the top, with her experience. I
figured she wanted this more than any-
body and I knew she would do the right
thing with the ball.”

Also in the third, Slodyzcka struck
the hoop with four points and Handza
added two to give the Blue Devils a

32-29 edge in the quarter.
Early in the fourth quarter, Miller

suffered a wrist injury when bursting
through a pair of defenders, but the
feisty athletic guard remained tough
and focused on defense. Elizabeth
cut the deficit to one. However, after
Pringle came up with a key rebound,
the Blue Devils pounded away with
effective inside shooting. Handza
scored seven of her nine points from
the stripe. Slodyzcka and Knisley each
frayed the net with two points and
O’Leary added one.

“We went out there as if it were a
normal game, but obviously it did not

turnout that way,” said Handza. “We
knew our defense was going to be a
big factor and, like you said, it was
choking. If we do that, the offense
will come through for us and it did.
People stepped up and we came to-
gether in the fourth quarter. It was an
amazing team effort; I just can’t de-
scribe my feelings.”

“Tara knew that it was her turn to
step it up and shine, so she did, and
Erin sucked it up and went out there
and did what she had to do,” con-
cluded coach Marino.
Elizabeth   9 11   9   5 34
Westfield 13 13   6 12 44

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls basketball
team defeated the Elizabeth Lady Minutemen, 44-34, on February 24 to claim its first Union County Tournament crown.


