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DOUGHER DROPS IN 14, HANCILES HITS KEY THREE’S

Panthers’ Penetration in 4th
Tops Raider Hoopmen, 46-42

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Andy August and Dave Pilla got
their coordination together and suc-
cessfully penetrated the Raiders’ de-
fensive shield in the fourth quarter to
lead the Bridgewater-Raritan High
School boys basketball team, the Pan-
thers, to a 46-42 victory over host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on February 21.

Seeded first in the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament, the
21-3 Panthers were indeed worthy
opponents to the 18-7 Raiders. The
Raiders, who received the third seed
in the North Jersey, Group 3, Section
2 tournament, will host Emerson to-
day, February 28, at 7 p.m.

“This was a good match up and I
think we helped them because they
play a lot of Watchung Conference
teams. I think this will definitely help
us, come state [tournament] time,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.

Throughout the game, both de-
fenses clung tightly to their oppo-
nents’ key scorers. Senior Bryan
Dougher was limited to 14 points,
which included two of the Raiders’
five 3-pointers. Raider junior Kevin
Maroney was held to a lay-up and two

free throws in the second quarter and
senior Lordly Okarter hit a pair of 2-
pointers and a pair of free throws.
August finished with 14 points and
Pilla finished with 13 points for the
Panthers.

The stubborn defenses caused very
few scoring opportunities. Both teams
attempted a few crafty inside plays,
but the Raiders could roll in only one
lay-up, while the Panthers managed
to convert on three to take a 10-7,
first-quarter lead.

Melvin Hanciles (8 points) shifted
the momentum in the Raiders’ direc-
tion by hitting a 3-pointer at the be-
ginning of the second quarter.

“He hit a fabulous shot, coming off
the bench for us,” coach Doherty said
of Hanciles. “He’s really coming
along, [he] gives us a lot of athleticism.
[In] offense, he gave us more than he
normally does, but usually it’s his
defense that ignites us.”

Dougher and Okarter followed with
2-pointers to put the Raiders ahead,
14-10. Seconds before the half-time
buzzer, Reggie Solomon stole the ball
and rolled in a lay-up to give the
Raiders a 21-19 lead.

Pilla and August assisted each other

on lay-ups very early in the third
quarter, but Raider Greg Zabel tem-
pered things with a 3-pointer. Okarter
blocked a shot and Hanciles followed
with his second 3-pointer and later
sank two free throws. Both teams
finished with 10 points in the quarter.

Trailing 31-29, the Panthers focused
on getting the ball to Pilla and August.
Pilla converted a lay-up, was fouled
and sank the free throw to tie the score,
32-32, with 7:28 remaining. The two
took turns feeding each other the ball
as they slit through the Raiders’ de-
fense to roll in lay-ups or to draw fouls.
August had seven points in the quarter,
including three from the line, and Pilla
hit four of five from the line and rolled
in a lay-up. Dougher hit his second 3-
pointer as time ran out.

“They wanted to box out Bryan. Try
to take him away! They did a good job.
They have a couple of big bodies,
which helps them a lot,” said coach
Doherty. “They are extremely well
coached. Good big kids! It ended up
being a tough, physical game. We were
right there with them. They made a
couple of plays at the end. We didn’t.”
Bridgewater 10   9 10 17 46
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7 14 10 11 42

Blue Devils Rap CHW Boys
For Public A Swim Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2008 Westfield High School
(WHS) boys swim team, the Blue
Devils, took its place in the school’s
storied swimming history, on Febru-
ary 24, by winning the state title.
Before a loud and raucous standing-
room-only crowd at The College of
New Jersey, coach Jeff Knight’s club
posted a nerve-wracking 91-79 vic-
tory over defending champion Cherry
Hill West (CHW) in the NJSIAA
Public A title meet.

The win, coupled with the girls’ vic-
tory over West Windsor-Plainsboro
South, was historic in that WHS be-
came the first public school (along with
Mountain Lakes in B Division earlier
in the day) to sweep the boys and girls
titles in the same year since the team
tournament’s inception in 1987.

The list of heroes among Knight’s
crew was very, very long.

Start with the seniors:
Matt Green was an upset winner in

the 50 freestyle with a lifetime best,
21.70, tying him with the great Gor-
don Clark for fifth fastest in school
history. Then, in an event that CHW
stacked with three of its best swim-
mers to go for a 1-2-3, Green swam
another lifetime best, 48.85, and
grabbed a key third in the 100
freestyle. That time put him at No. 12
on the all-time Top 15 List and bumped
off WHS Hall of Famer Steve Schmitt.
He also split a 21.50 anchor leg on the
winning medley relay.

Matt Blutfield shook off a disap-
pointing fourth in the 100 butterfly to
post a lifetime best, 1:03.30, and
picked up a critical third place in the
100 breaststroke. That time tied him
for 12th all-time with Peter Wright
and Colin Sullivan.

Luke Granstrand dropped one-and-
a-half seconds for a lifetime best,
50.46, in the 100 free, only to finish
sixth in a fast race. But he came back
to pick up an important fifth in the
backstroke, with another best, 58.49.

Matt Gelmetti ended his four-year
career by placing fifth in the 100 breast-
stroke with a lifetime best, 1:04.54, an

amazing turnaround for a guy who
took up swimming as a freshman.

Jon Holt, Matt Haddad, Mike
Rediker and Alex Greenspan contrib-
uted season-best swims to the 200-
and 400-freestyle relays.

Then, there were the juniors:
Chris DeLaFuente had another

huge day. He won one-on-one battles
with CHW star Mark Garbowski in
the 200 (1:44.73) and 100 (48.21)
freestyles. Those times were No. 2
and No. 6, respectively, on the all-
time list. “DeLa” also led off the
meet-clinching 400 relay with a 48.63
leg. The win in the 100 was the meet’s
key event, because CHW, which al-
ready entered two of its big guns,
pulled another stud out of the 500 to
go for a possible 1-2-3. Instead,
DeLaFuente and Green wrecked the
strategy with a 1-3 finish, setting up a
1-2-3 sweep by WHS in the 500.

Matt Morgan enjoyed the best day
of his career. He dropped three sec-
onds to a 2:04.37, for fifth in the 200
IM. Then, won the 500 freestyle with
a lifetime best of 5:06.22, and swam
a 50.47 third leg on the meet-clinch-
ing final relay.

Max Blum continued his end-of-
season run of big swims in big meets,
taking fourth in the 200 free (1:50.36)
and second in the 500 free (5:08.93),
both lifetime bests. Blum also had a
best 50.10 split on the last relay.

Evan Paulan had three huge ef-
forts, earning seconds in the 100 but-
terfly (54.93) and 100 back (56.87),
and had a smoking 24.9 butterfly leg
on the winning medley relay.

And don’t forget the sophomores:
Matt Meserole had a monster after-

noon. He led off the winning medley
relay in an amazing 24.9, took fourth
in the 200 IM in 2:03.87, won the 100
back in a lifetime best, 53.51 (No. 3
all-time at WHS, behind Darren Hertell
and Robby Schundler), and anchored
the winning free relay in 50.34.

Mike Oster took fifth in the 200
freestyle in a lifetime best, 1:50.92,
and third in the 500 free (5:15.51). He
also led off the B 400 relay with a PB
50.85.

John Taylor showed his versatility
by swimming the 100 butterfly and
dropping nearly three seconds from
his former best to take fifth in 57.68.
He swam the 500 free in the semifi-
nals and had another best, 5:17, and
also broke a minute in the 100 back
earlier in the tournament.

Finally, the freshmen:
Larry Zhang had what Knight hoped

was the first of many big-time show-
ings. After dropping over a full second
for his split (28.3) on the winning

medley relay, he broke up a potential
CHW 1-2 in the individual medley
with a 2:01.96, ninth best ever at WHS.
Then, in one of the most tense races of
the afternoon, he was touched out in
the 100 breast, but took second in
1:01.82, a nearly four-second drop
and No. 5 all-time at WHS. The win-
ner in both of those races was Jason
Mattingly, considered the top swim-
mer in South Jersey.

Jack Lorentzen finished up what
was a fabled freshman year for an
unheralded youngster. He split a 22.5
on the B medley relay, then, finished
fourth in the 50 free in a lifetime best,
22.81 (flat start), before he swam on
WHS’s solid 1:30.43 sprint relay, No.
11 all-time.

Nick Boyle showed he’s more than
just a good fullback in football, drop-
ping a full second to pick up another
critical fifth place in 23.04 in the 50
free, and swam on the B 200-free
relay.

After adding up all the numbers, it
comes out to this:

Twenty one state championships,
the most of any N.J. public school
and just one behind St. Joseph
Metuchen as the state leader; 4,687
power points, the most since the leg-
endary 1992 team’s state final win
over St. Joe’s.

After three years of near-misses,
following the 2004 state champion-
ship win over Cherry Hill East, in-
cluding last year’s down-to-the-last-
relay loss to Cherry Hill West, it was
a happy bunch of Blue Devils after
the meet.

“We’ve all been waiting for this for
four years,” Green said. “We didn’t
want to be the first (senior) class in a
long time (17 years) to never win a
state title. This feels amazing.”

And with so many key swimmers
returning next year, WHS should be
the favorite to win it all again. The
opponents have changed over the
years, from Seton Hall Prep and Co-
lumbia and Trenton in the late 1950s
and ’60s, to Cherry Hill East and
Moorestown in the ’70s, St. Joseph in
the ’80s, to Bergen Catholic, Vineland
and Shawnee in the ’90s, and to Cherry
Hill East, Bridgewater-Raritan and
Cherry Hill West more recently. Next
year? Hillsborough looks like the
early pick as a possible WHS oppo-
nent in the final.

Meserole preferred to soak up
Sunday’s win, rather than look too far
ahead.

“It makes it feel so much better,
being able to leave here as state
champs,” Meserole said. “It’s awe-
some!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING UP FOR THE SHOT…Raider Lordly Okarter, right, goes up for a shot as Bridgewater-Raritan Panther Andrew
Mernson, No. 24, attempts to block it. Okarter scored six points and was a strong influence under the boards.
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Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $989,900
Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Mike Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home.

FANWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2  12-4PM $569,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2  12-4PM $1,099,900WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000

A truly spectacular 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Center Hall Colonial situated on a wooded knoll
overlooking a spacious professionally landscaped lot. This stately home features a magnificent
gourmet kitchen, formal dining room, an impressive beamed family room with a fireplace
leading out to a paver patio great for outdoor entertaining. The oversized 2 car garage opens
to a newly paved wide turn-around driveway. Central Air and gas heating. Great location,
very close to NYC train or bus.  DIRECTIONS: North Avenue to Midway #376  MLS #
2490858

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing
custom interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining
rooms, large center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over
a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays &
wood burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will
host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/
her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283
for more details.   MLS # 2488244

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $1,374,900
6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking 2.24 acres. An
elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and modern amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage, 3 fireplaces, partially finished basement,
in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal dining room.  MLS # 2481118

Elegant Center Hall Colonial totally renovated in 2007. Four Bedrooms, 2 full baths and
1 half bath, 2 car attached garage. New: 30 year Timberline roof, 2 zoned air-conditioning
and heat, electrical, plumbing, chimney liners, Marvin Integrity windows, crown molding,
and raised paneling. Hardwood/tile floors, cable and internet wiring throughout.
Exquisitely trimmed and finished. Near Westfield downtown, Washington School and
train/bus to NYC.  DIRECTIONS: East Broad or North Ave to Chestnut to Cranford
#780.  MLS # 2487689

WESTFIELD VICTORIAN $1,150,000
Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 6 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation.  MLS # 2472150

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


