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Blue Devils Top WW-P South
For Public A Girls Swim Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

HAVE 
THE WALK 

OF THE TOWN.
AND THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N 
to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi 
and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi to 506 North 
Ave. The sales center is on the L.

S from the Garden State Parkway:
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge 
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward 
Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North 
Ave. The sales center is on the R.

SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 11AM – 5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

Call 908.518.7870
millenniumhomes.com

Our newly constructed 55+ community in 
Garwood’s new walkable downtown offers 
luxurious home designs and fabulous 
on-site amenities:

Model Now Open!
• Private elevators 
• 3 exceptional levels of living space 
• Expansive 2,343-3,024 sq. ft. fl oor plans 
• 2 bedrooms and 2.5 baths
•  Great location minutes from dining, shopping

and the train 
• 1 mile from downtown Westfi eld and Cranford

Priced from the low $500’S
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Quick closing available, 
save thousands on select units!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A Weekend to Remember
For All WHS Followers

You think it’s easy writing the
Devil’s Den each week?

OK, actually it is.
But how about picking the Devil of

the Week each Thursday?
Sometimes those choices are obvi-

ous. Sometimes they are not. And some-
times you have what happened this
past weekend, where any of the follow-
ing would be a good choice as DOW:

A winner at the state Indoor Track
Meet of Champions.

Three District 11 wrestling cham-
pions.

The first Union County Tournament
championship ever for the WHS girls
basketball team.

The 11th state championship for
the WHS girls swim team.

The 21st state championship for the
WHS boys swim team.

The Westfield swim teams became
(along with Mountain Lakes earlier in
the day) the first public school to
sweep the girls and boys title in the
22-year history of the Team Tourna-
ment.

(It was a seriously brutal weekend
out there for the WHS haters!)

How to choose just one person from

among these performances by WHS
athletes on the track, girls basketball
and boys and girls swimming teams?

Adam Bergo winning the high jump
at the NJSIAA Meet of Champions.
He is the third Blue Devil to win the
indoor MOC high jump, after Kevin
McGorty and Adam Wendel.

John Barnes, Christian Barber and
Sam Reichbach won District 11 wres-
tling titles. It was the second straight
for Barnes, a junior.

Tara Handza pumping in 20 points
as the WHS girls basketball team won
the first Union County Tournament
championship in school history.

Oft-injured senior Stephanie
Slodyczak scoring a season-high 10
points in the UCT championship game.

Alexi Kuska rebreaking her school
records in the 200 and 500 freestyle
and swimming on a winning relay as
the girls swim team won its second
straight state championship.

Suzanne Lemberg winning the 50
and 100 freestyle, swimming the but-
terfly leg on a school-record setting
medley relay and also on the winning
400 relay.

Kyle Higgins dropping over 11 sec-
onds the past two weeks in her 500
freestyle, almost making the girls all-
time Top 15 List!

Any member of the girls swim team,
who had across-the-board season-best
times that helped them post an all-
time state record 4,809 power points!

Matt Green shocking Cherry Hill
West superstar Austin Thomas to win
the 50 freestyle in 21.70, then swim-
ming another lifetime best 48.85 to
finish a key third in the 100 freestyle
as the boys won their 21st state cham-
pionship.

Chris DeLaFuente winning the 200
and 100 freestyles with best times
against Cherry Hill West’s top guns,
then swimming leadoff leg on the
meet-clinching 400 relay as the boys
won their 21st state championship.

Matt Meserole winning the 100
backstroke in a swift 53.31, and add-
ing key leadoff leg on the winning
medley relay and the anchor leg of the
400 free relay for the boys swim team.

Luke Granstrand posting a pair of
lifetime bests and earning a critical

fifth-place in the 100 backstroke for
the swimmers.

Any member of the boys swim team,
every one of whom had major time
drops for a team that power-pointed
4,687 – the most since the 1992 state
champion team.

Or you could even make a case for
the Bridgewater-Raritan and
Hillsborough boys and girls swim-
mers who painted W-E-S-T-F-I-E-L-
D on their chests (well, the boys did)
and led cheers throughout the meets.

You think it’s easy, huh?
Well, it’s not. But somebody’s got

to do it. (See bottom of column for
DOW’s.)

BOOSTER DANCE
The Westfield Booster Club will

hold its 2008 Spring Dinner Dance on
Saturday, March 8, at the Temple
Emanu-El on East Broad Street. The
dance will go from 7 p.m. to midnight
and feature the music of the “T-Birds.”
There is a $60 admission charge, which
includes a hot buffet, wine, beer, and
a sports memorabilia auction. The
Boosters will donate the net proceeds
of the evening to the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, in honor of the late
Gary Kehler.

Tickets are available from Taylor
and Love Realtors (908.654.6666),
Nick Gismondi (908.654.1753) and
Mike Toth (732.680.0425).

THIS AND THAT
Erin Miller, the all-time scoring bas-

ketball scoring leader at WHS, broke
her wrist in Sunday’s Union County
Tournament title game against Eliza-
beth and her high school career is
over. She winds up with 1,580 career
points. And she’s also among the ca-
reer leaders in assists, steals and re-
bounds. During her four years, WHS
won 58 games; the only other four-
year period with more wins was 1987-
90 with 61.

Conor Stiefken, the son of 1972 WHS
157-pound state champion Kurt
Stiefken, captured the District 17 heavy-
weight title with a 6-4 win over top-
seeded Colin Kurzi of North Hunterdon.
Stiefken, who has a 16-10 record,
wrestled most of the year at 215.

WHS had District 11 champions
Saturday in three consecutive weights:
Barnes (125), Barber (130) and
Reichbach (135). The last time some-
thing like that happened was in 2003,
when Jake Kramer, Ethan Powell, Tom
Del Duca and Lee Tomasso swept
130-145.

Faithful reader Dave Lazarus sent
an email with the final winter head-to-
heads between WHS and SP-F and it
was 8-3 in favor of the Blue Devils.
That gives WHS a 17-7-1 record
against the Raiders this school year.
Through the winter season, WHS has
won six Union County champion-
ships, to two for SP-F.

Chris Wojcik, a former WHS soc-
cer-wrestling-lacrosse standout and
member of the WHS Athletic Hall of
Fame, has taken a position as the
assistant lacrosse coach at Bowdoin
College in Brunswick, Maine. Wojcik

had been an assistant at Harvard, where
he was a standout, but left for Bowdoin
when he didn’t get the Crimson head
coaching job that had opened up.

We were saddened to hear of the
Feb. 19 passing of Tom LaCosta. A
longtime Spanish teacher at WHS, he
was the father of Tomas LaCosta, one
of WHS’s great swimming sprinters
in the mid-’70s.
WHS’S WRESTLING FAMILIES

In this era, it’s difficult to appreciate
the performances of many old-timers,
numbers-wise. Back in the 1960s, a
state champion might wrestle less than
20 matches in a season. For example,
Chris Campbell’s one year of varsity
wrestling at WHS produced a 26-0
record. These days, between holiday
tournaments, dual meets, tri-meets,
quad-meets and wrestlebacks in tour-
naments, it’s not unheard of to have 35
or more matches at this point in the year.

So keep that in mind as we present
WHS’s winningest wrestling fami-
lies. The list includes all families —
with a minimum of three brothers —
who have combined for more than 50
victories.

These seven families had a com-
bined record of 713 wins, 206 losses
and 22 ties, a winning percentage of
77.6.
Gottlick 195-49-5 (79.9 win percentage)
(Rich 52-10-2, Jerry 60-16-2, Phil 57-5,
Will 26-18-1)
Shields 109-47-4 (69.8)
(Tom 31-27-3, Rich 15-5-1, Matt 63-13,
Steve 0-2)
Adelaar 105-23-2 (82.0)
(Bob 20-4, Pete 43-8-1, Rick 42-11-1)
Tinnesz 94-13-2 (87.8)
(Tom 12-5-1, Dave 72-6-1, Jim 10-2)
Powers 81-20-3 (80.1)
(Dennis 29-5-1, Ken 12-6, Jim 40-9-2)
Morash 73-19-3 (79.3)
(Dick 8-6, Dave 43-10-2, Dan 22-3-1)
Harvey 56-35-3 (61.5)
(Pete 2-1, Dave 8-7, Bob 12-3-3, Chris
34-24)

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to senior Adam
Bergo, senior Matt Green, junior
Catherine Maguire and freshman
Larry Zhang. Bergo captured the
Meet of Champions high jump title,
soaring 6 feet, 8 inches! Maguire
dropped six seconds in less than a
week to a 2:15.22 (sixth best in school
history) in the 200 IM and two-plus
seconds to a 1:08.27 in the 100 breast
(third best) for key second places as
the girls won the state title. Green
shocking Cherry Hill West superstar
Austin Thomas to win the 50 freestyle
in 21.70. Zhang had a six-second
drop in his 200 IM to a 2:01.96 (ninth
all-time at WHS) and a four-second
drop in the 100 breast (1:01.82, tied
for fifth all-time, just behind 1968
Olympian Dave Perkowski) for two
important second places as the boys
won the state title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!

While WW-P’s Rebecca Lewinson
was winning the butterfly in 57.78,
WHS went 2-3-4 behind DeLaFuente
(1:00.19), Hawkins (lifetime best
1:00.56, No. 7 at WHS) and Abby
Ryan (1:04.81). DeLaFuente, a fresh-
man, had broken Fran Schmidt’s 28-
year-old butterfly record in the semi-
finals with a 59.21!

WHS then basically iced the meet
with back-to-back 1-3-4 finishes in
the 100 and 500 freestyles, which
produced a 70-40 lead.

Lemberg’s 53.02 won the 100, fol-
lowed by Smith’s personal best (PB)
55.73 (No. 14 all-time) and Budnick’s
56.73.

In the 500, Kuska came within a
whisker of breaking the five-minute
barrier, winning in 5 .79. Sophomore
Kyle Higgins dropped nearly eight
seconds for a PB 5:29.09 and Steph
Albright was fourth in 5:32.60.

One of the day’s top races was the
200-freestyle relay, which WW-P
South won in 1:40.08, while the WHS
foursome of Sullivan, Budnick, Smith
and Kuska was right behind in 1:40.66,
second fastest in school history.

Winnan won the 100 back for the
Pirates, but Hawkins’ 1:01.19 was
second fastest in school history and
freshmen Bangs and Olivia Scrofani

brought in another 3-4 finish.
Lewinsohn’s 1:06.50 won the

breaststroke for WW-P, but again
Maguire was right on the winner’s
back, finishing in 1:08.27, No. 3 all-
time. Heffernan also did a PB. 1:09.90
(No. 7 all-time) and freshman Ally
Rose was fourth in 1:12.84.

The final score was padded by a 1-
2 in the final relay, Kuska,
DeLaFuente, Hawkins and Lemberg
clocking 3:38.75, just off their school
record, while Budnick, Kelsey Wil-
son, Ryan and Smith clocked 3:48.53.

All that’s left to the season is this
weekend’s Individual Championships
at Gloucester Institute of Technology
and undoubtedly a lot of debate about
who is the state’s No. 1 team.

Immaculate Heart Academy, up in
Bergen County, has an early-season
win over WHS, but hasn’t swum as
well since, including in its Non-Pub-
lic A final against Red Bank Catholic.

WHS, on the other hand, has posted
a victory over No. 3 Mount St. Mary,
two wins over No. 4 Bridgewater-
Raritan and a huge win over No. 5
WW-P South. And Westfield power
pointed 4,809 in the state final, an all-
time New Jersey record for a girls
team, while IHA was significantly
lower than that total.

Raider Alleman Gets
Second in Shot at MOC

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Mike Alleman placed
second in the shot put with a toss of
63’3.25” at the Meet of Champions
(MOC), held at the Bennett Com-
plex, in Toms River, on February 23.
Morristown freshman Nick Vena won
the event with a throw of 66’0.75”,
which was the best throw in the na-
tion this season and fourth all-time in
New Jersey.

Raider senior Carlaya Jones placed
sixth in the girls shot put with a toss
of 40’2.25”.

Garrett Ellis of Union Catholic
crossed fifth in the boys 400 meters
with a time of 50.27.

Devils of the Week
Bergo, track;

Maguire, Zhang,
Green, Swimming

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUBLIC A STATE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls swim team soundly defeated West Windsor-
Plainsboro South, 106-64, to claim the Public A State Championship. The Blue Devil girls broke three WHS individual event
records and one WHS relay record.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite David in,
and he’ll bring results!

David Ackerman

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to this unique Condo in an award winning elevator building in the premier community
of Westfield. This 2nd floor one bedroom unit is freshly painted with new carpet in the bedroom and a beautiful
hardwood floor in the living room. Oversized windows, with plantation shutters, flood this immaculate home
with natural sunlight. The wood burning fireplace in the living room radiates warmth on those cold winter days.
All the appliances are updated, including the washer & dryer in the unit. The living room and dining room each
feature beautiful ceiling fans. Just a short distance from the great shopping and dining in downtown Westfield,
this home is perfectly located for the NYC commuter. This home includes an assigned parking spot in the heated
underground garage.  $329,900.  DIRECTIONS: South Ave to First to Trinity #515.  MLS # 2489197

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2  12-4PM


