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Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2008

Major & Pony Leagues Only

Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location

3/1

3/2

3/8

3/9

12-3

9-12

12-2

10-12

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Date Time Event Location

3/1

3/2

3/8

3/9

12-1

12:30-1:30

12-1

12:30-1:30

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not

need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 10th graders do

not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team
you will be automatically placed on either an

International or Mustang team.

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.      973-376-9295

BLAES WINS OW AWARD, 2ND TITLE; CANNON, BARNES WIN 2ND TITLES

Raider Wrestlers Win District 11 Crown;
Claim 6 Champs, Blue Devils Claim 3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year ago, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School heavyweight
Joe Blaes was unknown at the varsity
level when he stepped on the mats at
the District 11 Wrestling Tournament
but he stunned everybody, including
himself, when he marched away with

the title. Now known, Blaes captured
his second heavyweight crown, in-
cluding the Outstanding Wrestler
award, in Westfield on February 23.

The Raiders, who totaled 195
points, won their second straight Dis-
trict 11 crown and fifth in seven years
in addition to claiming six individual
champions and advancing 10 to the
Region 3 tournament, which will be
held in Union tomorrow, February
29, and Saturday, March 1. Westfield
had a fine outing, placing fourth in
the team totals with 141.5, claiming
three individual champs and advanc-
ing seven to the regions.

A youthful Cranford (C) Cougar
team placed second in the team totals
with 156.5, claimed three individual
champs and advanced nine. Rahway
(R), also very young, placed third
with 155, claimed two champs and
also advanced nine.

After pinning Cougar Joe Brady in
5:44 to advance to the finals, Blaes
engaged in a physical chess match
with Blue Devil Joe Kania, who had
previously recorded a fall over Marcus
Anthony (Shabazz – MX) and a 2-1,
overtime victory over Andre Hunt
(R). After a scoreless first period,
Blaes escaped in the second period
then Kania escaped in the third to
push overtime (OT). Kania baited
Blaes and nearly scored on a snap
down attempt but Blaes fought it off.
Blaes escaped in the second OT and
Kania escaped to force a tiebreaker.

Blaes escaped to get the 3-2 victory.
“He is a really smart wrestler. He

will attack on every mistake you make.
He plays it like a chess match,” Blaes
said of Kania.

Blue Devil John Barnes improved
his record to 25-6 and grabbed his

second district title with a 16-1, tech-
nical fall over Matt DiGiovanni (C)
in the 125-lb finals. Once again,
Barnes went to his bag of tricks to
work on a variety of nearfalls, includ-
ing a devastating lateral throw.

Blue Devils Top WW-P South
For Public A Girls Swim Title

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A year ago there was much talk
about the 2007 Westfield High School
(WHS) girls swim team being the
best public school team in state his-
tory. But graduation took a huge chunk
out of that roster, nearly a dozen point-
producers.

While the cupboard was hardly
empty, there were many, many holes
to fill in a lineup that would be made
out by first-year coach Brooke Smith.

One can just see Smith at the open-
ing of the old Mission: Impossible
TV show, getting her first assign-
ment: “Good morning, Ms. Smith.
Your assignment, should you choose
to accept it, is to keep the WHS swim
program among the state’s elite.
Should you, or any member of your
force, be captured, the secretary will
disavow any knowledge. Good luck!”

Well, it’s Mission: Accomplished.
The 2008 WHS girls swim team

put together, arguably, the greatest
season ever put together by a New
Jersey school that’s not named Peddie,
capping it with a 106-64 victory over
West Windsor-Plainsboro South be-
fore a packed house Sunday at the
College of New Jersey.

WW-P South, which lost to WHS
in last year’s final as well, broke four

school records and put up a good
fight in the races for first place. But
Westfield’s second and third girls were
clearly superior, and WHS finished
2-3-4 in the races WW-P won, and
WHS was usually 1-3-4 in the rest of
the races.

The tone of the meet came early,
when Liz Hawkins, Catherine
Maguire, Suzanne Lemberg and
Lauren Sullivan rebroke the week-
old school record to win the 200-
medley relay in 1:50.53. WW-P South
was a close second in 1:51.19, while
WHS’s B relay of Kylie Bangs, Kate
Heffernan, Becky DeLaFuente and
Emily Budnick went 1:54.29, the 10th
fastest time in school history.

Alexi Kuska, the best female swim-
mer in school history, rebroke her
200 freestyle for the umpteenth time,
with a 1:52.57. Meredith Smith also
had a personal best 2 .99 for third and
DeLaFuente was fourth in 2:02.43.

The Pirates went 1-3 in the 200-

individual medley, but Maguire, who
has come on like blazes in the final
few weeks, dropped over four sec-
onds to a 2:15.22 (sixth best in school
history) to finish second, with
Heffernan (2:21.40) and Elaine
Anderson (2:21.59) 4-5.

Lemberg won the 50 from WW-P’s
Brynda Winnan in 24.02, while
Sullivan (25.26, No. 10 all-time) and
freshman Megan Kaveney (26.00)
were 4-5.

Although WW-P South had set three
school records in the opening four
races, WHS had a 39-23 lead that was
going to start expanding.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Blue Devil Adam Bergo Wins MOC High Jump
See Devils Den on page 12

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
District 11 Wrestling Tourney
Westfield/Eliz UCT Basketball
SPF/BrH2O Boys Basketball

Westfield/Watchung Hills Bball

are Proud to Feature Music by theare Proud to Feature Music by the

“T“T--Birds”Birds”

Saturday, March 8Saturday, March 8thth Temple Temple EmanuEmanu--El  El  

7:00 PM 7:00 PM -- 12:00 AM Admission $60.0012:00 AM Admission $60.00
Net Proceeds from the dinner dance will be donated to theNet Proceeds from the dinner dance will be donated to the

Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame in honor of Gary Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame in honor of Gary KehlerKehler

Includes:  Sports Memorabilia Auction,  Hot Buffet,  Wine & BeerIncludes:  Sports Memorabilia Auction,  Hot Buffet,  Wine & Beer

Tickets are available from: 

Taylor & Love (Century 21 Realtors), Nick Gismondi 908-654-1753, 

And Mike Toth 732-680-0425 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OUT ALL OF THE TRICKS…Blue Devil John Barnes, top, used an arsenal of moves to grab a 16-1, technical
fall over Cranford’s Matt DiGiovanni in the 125-lb finals. It was Barnes’ second District 11 title.

HANDZA BUCKETS 20 POINTS; SLODYZCKA SINKS 10

Blue Devils Clock Minutemen
For UCT Girls Hoops Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team, guided by Head
Coach Joe Marino, became the first
girls team in school history to win the
Union County championship, after
defeating fourth-seeded Elizabeth,
44-34, at Roselle Catholic High
School, on February 24. Junior guard
Tara Handza and seniors Stephanie
Slodyzcka and Erin Miller provided a
1-2-3 offensive punch, while senior
forward Gab O’Leary solidified the
defense for the second-seeded Blue
Devils.

Handza put in a game-high 20
points, including a three-pointer. She
also pulled down four rebounds, had
two assists and swiped three basket-
balls. Slodyzcka scored 10 points and
grabbed four rebounds. Miller stroked

the nylon with eight points, snagged
two rebounds, had four assists and
was the big thief with four swipes.
O’Leary grabbed nine rebounds,
made two steals, had two assists and
contributed one point.

Kerri Pringle banged in a 3-pointer,
pulled four rebounds and added an
assist and a steal. Anne Knisley tossed
in two points, while Katie Ponce had
one assist and grabbed two rebounds.

Elizabeth’s Quaneesa Lanier had a
team-high 11 points and Shan-Tasia
Pagjett finished with 10 points.

“Amazing! We’re thrilled and it’s
amazing that we made history! Years
ago, the program was a little weak
and the kids were not dedicated to the
game of basketball. I knew that I had
to get in their minds that, in the off-
season, they have to play more bas-
ketball, play together, and they did.

As we started coming through the
years, the younger kids coming up
put the time in, the dedication [in]
and commitment [in], and this is the
end result,” said ninth-year Head
Coach Marino. “The end result is the
hard work. It doesn’t have a lot to do
with me. It has a lot to do with the kids
and their commitment to the pro-
gram.”

The 16-6 Blue Devils just had too
many offensive weapons for the 14-8
Minutemen to handle in the opening
quarter. Miller fired in six points.
Handza struck the hoop from the 3-
point range and looped in an easy lay-
up. And Slodyzcka put up two points
to give Westfield a 13-9 lead.

Both teams put on a show and cap-
tured the crowd, but the Blue Devils
won the second quarter, 13-11, to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Westfield/Watchung Hills
Basketball on page 15

Bergo Sets UC Record
In High Jump at 7 Feet

Westfield High School senior
Adam Bergo cleared seven feet in
the high jump at the 74th Eastern
States Championships at the 168th
Street Armory in New York on Feb-
ruary 26 to break the Union County
height of 6’10.25” set in 1983 by
Westfield’s Kevin McGorty.


