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Israeli Food and Wine Event
To Be Held In Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents

are invited to attend an Israeli Food
and Wine Festival on Sunday, March
9, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Israel Support Committee of
Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch
Plains, Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
of Cranford, Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah of Clark and Temple Emanu-El

of Westfield will sponsor this event.
Israeli cheese, crackers, teas, juices,

candies, soups, rice mixes, honey and
snacks will be offered for sampling.
Attendees also will be able to learn
about and taste Israeli wines and pur-
chase lunch from Israeli-style restau-
rants. Additionally, there will be post-
ers and music from Israel, plus dem-
onstrations of Israeli cooking.

The event, co-sponsored by the
Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey and the JCC, is free and open
to the entire community.

This festival is one of the many
activities the Israel Support Commit-
tee is presenting throughout the year
as part of the celebration of the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of
the State of Israel. For information
about this and other events, call
Conrad Nadell at (908) 654-3169 or
Mike Hamerman at (908) 654-3395.

Cannonball House
To Reopen Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa
1750 Osborn Cannonball House, lo-
cated at 1840 Front Street in Scotch
Plains, will reopen for the 2008 sea-
son on Sunday, March 2.

Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
present a program on silhouettes, an
art form that was popular from the
17th through the 19th centuries. Cos-
tumed docents will give tours of the
museum from 2 to 4 p.m. There is no
admission charge.

All Saints’ to Address
Religion and Violence
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church will host a
discussion entitled “Religion and Vio-
lence: Must They Come Together?”
on Thursday, March 6.

Two other Episcopal churches, the
Grace Episcopal Church in Plainfield
and the Holy Cross Church in North
Plainfield, will co-sponsor this Lenten
program with All Saints’ Church.

The Reverend W. Mark Richardson,
professor of Systematic Theology at
the General Theological Seminary in
New York, will be the guest speaker.
He is a Senior Theological Fellow at
Trinity Institute, where the subject of
“Religion and Violence” was the fo-
cus of a recent three-day conference.

The evening will begin with a sup-
per at 6:30 p.m. Reverend Richardson
will speak at 7:45 p.m. There is no
charge for this program, but those
interested in attending are asked to
make reservations by calling All
Saints’ Church at (908) 322-8047.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. Parking is
available behind the church and can
be accessed off School Place.

IHM to Celebrate Mass
For Anointing of Sick
SCOTCH PLAINS – A Mass of

Communal Anointing will be cel-
ebrated on Saturday, March 1, at 11
a.m. at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1571 South Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

All those who are struggling with
illness of body, mind or spirit are
invited to attend and be anointed.
Individuals in good health also are
invited to come and pray with, and
for, the sick of the parish. Anyone
requiring transportation is asked to
contact the Evangelization Commit-
tee through the Nazareth Center of-
fice at (908) 889-2100.

As the center is proud of its se-
nior citizens program, it is equally
proud of its afterschool program.
This vital program is for children
ages 6 to 12 from Westfield and
nearby towns and serves a particu-
lar demographic need – those fami-
lies that do not have easy access to
other area afterschool programs due
to financial, transportation or other
social limitations. Program fees are
based on a sliding scale designed to
accommodate all financial levels.

The afterschool program follows
the local school calendar and is ac-
tive Monday through Friday from 3
to 6 p.m. The program offers a vari-
ety of activities, but primarily fo-
cuses on helping with homework.
Individual tutoring is provided for
each child. A hot, nutritious meal is
served each day. Bus transportation
is provided to pick up the children
at their respective schools and re-
turn them to their homes at the end
of the day. Currently, there are 18
children enrolled in this program.

The afterschool program has a
full staff, including two state certi-
fied teachers, and is supported by
about 15 volunteers from the local
schools and community. Major
funding for the program is from the
New Jersey Division of Family De-
velopment and from the Westfield
United Way.

According to the center’s director,
Thelma Smith, “A present challenge
is addressing the special needs of
some of the children. As we identify
and assess these needs, we must also
identify and implement program el-

ements required to support these chil-
dren. A major task in this process
will then be to seek out the necessary
funding resources to give these kids
the proper educational foundation
that will prepare them for a middle
school and high school education.
We will certainly appeal to our com-
munity for help in this effort.”

Over the past 70-plus years, a
multitude of youth has been served
by the center in its afterschool and
other youth programs. Many have
distinguished themselves as suc-
cessful citizens, and attribute their
success much to the center.

One former participant, Gerald
Schuman, stated, “I have such good
memories of the center, which is
why I have placed my daughter in
the center’s program. The center’s
afterschool program is so vital in
building our community and we must
continue to sustain and expand it.”

Another parent, Christine
Jucknik, said, “One of my sons now
has more confidence in his ability
to do his homework. I also feel good
knowing that my children are safe
at the center.”

For further information about the
afterschool program, the center’s
director, Thelma Smith, can be con-
tacted at (908) 232-4759.

* * * * * * *

Mr. Carr is a member of the board
of directors of the Westfield Commu-
nity Center.

A FRIENDLY PLACE…Youngsters gather at the Westfield Community Center,
located at 558 West Broad Street, which offers an afterschool program for ages
6 to 12. The program includes a hot meal, help with homework and various
activities, as well as transportation.
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– Obituaries –
Elizabeth Beylon, Executive Secretary;
Member of St. Anne’s Rosary Society

Elizabeth “Betty” Beylon died on
Thursday, February 21, at St. Clare’s
Hospice in Dover.

Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
Westfield between 1969 and 2006.
She resided at Franciscan Oaks in
Denville since 2006.

Miss Beylon had been an executive
secretary with the Prudential Insur-
ance Company prior to her retirement.

A communicant of the Church of St.
Anne in Garwood, she also was a mem-
ber of its Rosary Society and belonged
to the 60 Plus group at Holy Spirit
Church in Union. She was a former
member of Oak Ridge Women’s Golf
Association and the Galloping Hill
Women’s Golf Association.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Mary and Michael Belan; her

brothers, Mickey, John and Joseph,
and her sisters, Jule, Anne and Mary.

Surviving are eight nieces and neph-
ews, as well as grandnieces and grand-
nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, February 25, at St.
Anne’s Church. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society, 1 Kalisa Way, Suite 205,
Paramus, N.J. 07652 or to The ALS
Association, Development Depart-
ment, 27001 Agoura Road, Suite 150,
Calabasas Hills, Calif. 91301.

February 28, 2008

Gena E. Dattoli, 43
Gena Elizabeth Dattoli, 43, died on

Wednesday, February 20, at her home
in Westfield.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Westfield 15
years ago.

A graduate of Plainfield High
School, Gena was employed as a hor-
ticulturist with Schieferstein’s Gar-
den Center in Clark. She loved plants
and animals.

Surviving are two sons, James
Rotola and Dakota Dattoli-Dandrea;
her parents, Frank and Elizabeth
Dattoli; her brother, Todd Dattoli; her
grandmother, Mae Kapandais, and
her grandfather, Louis Viola.

Services were held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the family for the benefit of
Gena’s children. For additional infor-
mation or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 28, 2008

Urseline Giuggio, 89, Devoted to Family;
Performed With Orchestra at Events

Urseline D. (Gil) Giuggio, 89, of
Fanwood, formerly of Peabody,
Mass., died on Wednesday, February
6, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield following a long
illness.

Born in Peabody, Mass. on Sep-
tember 16, 1918, Mrs. Giuggio was
the daughter of the late Herculano
and Maria (Cunha) Gil. She was raised
and educated in Peabody and was a
graduate of Peabody High School.

Mrs. Giuggio continued her educa-
tion and graduated from Hawthorne
Institute in Salem, Mass. She worked
briefly as a bookkeeper for M.H.
Baker Clothiers in Salem, and later
for Sears Roebuck Co.

Mrs. Giuggio also studied piano
for many years and had a small or-
chestra that performed for local
events. She also was active with the
Mothers Guild of Bishop Fenwick
High School in Peabody, Mass. until
her family moved to Fanwood in 1965.
Mrs. Giuggio was a loving and nur-

turing mother, whose first priority
was providing a loving and caring
home to her family.

She was the devoted wife of the late
Ralph A. Giuggio, to whom she was
married for 48 years. She is survived
by her three loving daughters, Paula
Giuggio-Shea and her husband, Terry
Shea, of Scotch Plains, Donna and
Terry Lang of Longwood, Fla. and
Janice Kodatt of Fanwood; nine
grandchildren, Stacy Boo, Bradford
Lang, Ursula, Veronica and Alexandra
Kodatt and Evan, Elaine, Alyssa and
Christopher Shea. She also is sur-
vived by two great-grandchildren and
many dear friends.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, February 13, in Peabody,
Mass.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her name to the Alzheimer’s
Association, National Office, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill.
60601.

February 28, 2008

Alphonse Modugno, 98
Alphonse W. Modugno, 98, died

on Saturday, February 23.
Born in Orange on December 10,

1909, he had resided in East Orange,
Union and Westfield.

Mr. Modugno was a retired mem-
ber of the International Brotherhood
of Painters, Newark Local 10.

His wife, Margaret Lotano
Modugno, predeceased him.

Surviving are two daughters,
Noreen Liddy and Diane Gervasi;
two sons, Al Modugno, Jr. and Frank
Modugno; a sister, Valentina; a
brother, Raymond; 13 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 1, at
the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.

February 28, 2008

Robert Newman, 70
Robert Newman, 70, of Westfield

died on Thursday, February 21.
Born on January 31, 1938 in

Merrimack, N.H., he served in the
United States Navy from 1958 to
1961. He then was employed for 20
years as a stationary engineer, retir-
ing from General Motors-Delco in
1986. Mr. Newman earned the Gold
Seal in stationary engineering in 1975.

Surviving are his wife of 44 years,
Mary (Mahoney) Newman; a daugh-
ter, Lynda (Newman) King; a brother,
George Newman; a sister, Frances
Pierce, and two grandsons.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, February 26, at the Cranford
Alliance Church in Cranford.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

February 28, 2008

Natalie Rabkin, 81
Natalie Rabkin, 81, of Westfield

died on Sunday, February 17.
Born July 20, 1926 in Olean, N.Y.,

she was the daughter of Joseph M.
and Pauline Lax and a graduate of
Cornell University. Her family was
the focus of her life.

In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her sister, Marie
Hailperin.

Surviving are her husband of 57
years, Richard M. Rabkin of
Westfield; two daughters, Paula E.
Rabkin of Warrenton, Va. and Judith
R. Magavero of Monteagle, Tenn.,
and her son-in-law, Gregory
Magavero of Monteagle, Tenn.

Rabbi Herman Savitz conducted
graveside services on Wednesday,
February 20, at Beth Israel Cemetery
in Woodbridge.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago,
Ill. 60601-7633.
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Temple Posts Date Change,
Upcoming Events Calendar
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,

located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood, has
announced a date change for an
upcoming program and a calendar
of additional events for March.

A two-part workshop that had been
scheduled for Sundays, March 2 and
9, during which participants will cre-
ate their own silk painted challah
covers, has been rescheduled for Sun-
days, April 27 and May 11.

Michelle Shapiro Abraham will
lead the workshop. No artistic back-
ground is needed; participants will
use tracing techniques. The work-
shop will take place from 9:45 a.m.
to noon at Union Catholic High
School, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. The fee is
$10 per person. Temple Sholom sis-
terhood members may attend for
free. Those interested are asked to
respond to office@sholomnj.org or
(908) 889-4900.

On Sunday, March 2, the temple’s
Family Swim and Pizza Party will
take place at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. The cost is $25
per family in advance and $35 at the
door if space is available.

All proceeds will benefit Temple
Sholom. JCC lifeguards will be on
duty. Children who cannot swim

independently or who are under the
age of 6 will not be permitted in the
pool without an accompanying
adult.

A responsible adult must be on
the pool deck at all times for all
other children under the age of 18.
Children in diapers are welcome;
however, diapers must be covered
by rubber pants, which may be pur-
chased at the JCC Aquatics Office.
To sign up, call (908) 889-4900 or
e-mail office@sholomnj.org.

On Friday, March 7, Temple
Sholom will participate in “Shabbat
Across America” with an 8 p.m.
service. An oneg afterward will of-
fer refreshments and the opportu-
nity to socialize. All are welcome.

On Thursday, March 20, Temple
Sholom will host a Purim Potluck
Dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by a
Purim Spiel and Megillah reading
at 7:30 p.m. In addition to the
Megillah reading, the rabbi and stu-
dent cantor will perform a Purim
parody sing-along. Attendees may
come in costume and all are wel-
come.

For more information on any of
these events, interested individuals
are invited to call Temple Sholom at
(908) 889-4900.

Rutgers Garden Talk
To Be Held at Library
WESTFIELD – MaryAnne

McMillan will present “An Intro-
duction to the Rutgers Gardens” on
Wednesday, March 5, at 7 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Located off of Route 1 in New
Brunswick, the Rutgers Gardens are
an arboretum and public garden on
the G.H. Cook Campus of Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey.

Ms. McMillan will show photo-
graphs of the gardens in every sea-
son, with a focus on the Donald B.
Lacey Annual Display Garden, which
features varied annuals and includes
All-American Selection winners.

A volunteer coordinator at the
Rutgers Gardens for the past 12 years,
she will discuss classes members of
the community can take at the gar-
dens and how they can become in-
volved as volunteers.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. For more information
about this program or to register, call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
Individuals also are invited to visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org or
to stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

Voice of the Faithful
Sets Book Discussions
WESTFIELD – Voice of the Faith-

ful-Union County will sponsor two
book discussions on Thursdays, March
6 and 13, at 7:30 p.m. Both meetings
will take place at the home of Mary
Ryan, 34 Westbrook Road in Westfield.

Attendees will discuss “Tomorrow’s
Catholic” by Michael Morwood. The
book offers an outline of contempo-
rary cosmology that connects the mes-
sage of Jesus and the spirituality of
Pentecost to the world today.

Chapters 1-4 will be discussed on
March 6, followed by chapters 5-8 on
March 13. Mary Ryan and Madeleine
Korfmacher will co-facilitate the dis-
cussions. Copies of the book are avail-
able at Barnes and Noble and also can
be ordered on Amazon.com.

Voice of the Faithful’s mission is to
provide a prayerful voice through
which the faithful can actively partici-
pate in the governance and guidance
of the Catholic Church. Its goals are to
support victims of clergy sexual abuse
and priests of integrity and to shape
structural change within the Catholic
Church. For more information, call
Mary Ryan at (908) 233-8960.

Mr. Marsh to Speak
At Society Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Westfield Town
Engineer Kenneth Marsh will be
the guest speaker March 5 at the
First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. It will
take place at noon at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Marsh, who has more than 40
years of professional engineering
experience in the municipal, county
and private sectors, was appointed
town engineer in November 1993.

At the luncheon, he will relate some
of the history of his department and
discuss how, particularly with the
development of “McMansions” in
Westfield, his various duties and re-
sponsibilities have changed and in-
creased in recent years.

Mr. Marsh also serves as secre-
tary and voting member of the
Westfield Planning Board. Addi-
tionally, he is the Somerset Chair-
man of Union Soil Conservation
District and president of both the
Liberty Resource Conservation and
Development Council and the New
Jersey Association of Conservation
Districts.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, March 3. The cost of the
luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Thomas F. Hyslip, 79, Army Veteran;
Worked For Loveland Fuel Oil Co.

Thomas F. Hyslip of Westfield
passed away on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 20, at the home where he was born
79 years ago on January 12, 1929.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Mr. Hyslip served with the United
States Army in Korea during the Ko-
rean Conflict. Upon returning to the
United States, he joined the Loveland
Fuel Oil Company in Cranford. Later,
Mr. Hyslip was associated with
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield for
16 years, retiring in 1994.

Mr. Hyslip is survived by his wife,
Carolyn Loveland Hyslip; his daugh-
ter, Leslie Greenfield, and her hus-
band, Michael, of Freehold; his sis-

ter, Ruthanne Smith of Collingswood,
and two granddaughters.

Services were private. Arrange-
ments were entrusted to the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
either to: NJ RETT Syndrome, 417
Brickyard Road, Freehold, N.J. 07728
or the Center For Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
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After School Programs
Westfield Community Center:

By Donnell Carr for The Leader/Times


