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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

AG Seeks Extension to Put
Printers on Voting Machines

State Attorney General Ann
Milgram has asked the Legislature to
give her office until June to retrofit the
state’s 10,000 voting machines with
paper printers, according to nj.com.
Legislators had wanted the technol-
ogy in place by the February 5 Presi-
dential Primary. NJ.com said voters
would likely vote without a paper trail
in November ’s General Election.

NJ Superdelegates Switch
From Clinton to Obama

New Jersey superdelegates Donald
Norcross, who was uncommitted, and
State Senator Dana Redd (LD-5,
Camden), who had been supporting
Hillary Clinton, are now backing
Barack Obama as the Democratic
Party’s Presidential nominee,
politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Obama’s campaign also picked
up the support of George Norcross
and Senate Majority Leader Steve
Sweeney, a former supporter of Mrs.
Clinton, as well as four county chair-
men. Politickernj.com reported that
Mrs. Clinton has a 72-52 delegate
lead in New Jersey. Three
superdelegates are undecided.

Obama Leads Clinton
1,360-1,266 in Delegates

Going into the March 4 Democratic
Primaries, Barack Obama leads with
1,360 total delegates to Hillary
Clinton’s 1,266 in the battle for their
party’s Presidential nomination, ac-
cording to realclearpolitics.com. Texas
(193 delegates), Ohio (141 delegates),
Rhode Island (21 delegates) and Ver-
mont (15 delegates) hold elections that
day. A total of 2,025 delegates is needed
to win the party’s nomination.

Court Overturns Fine Levied
Against Farber’s Boyfriend

A state appeals court has overturned
a $500 fine against Hamlet Goore,
the boyfriend of former state Attor-
ney General Zulima Farber. She re-
signed after an investigation deter-
mined she violated the state’s ethics
code by going to the scene of Mr.
Goore’s 2006 motor-vehicle stop. Mr.
Goore was initially fined for failing
to appear in municipal court on a
traffic summons. The appellate court

ruled that Mr. Goore’s attorney was
in court ansd so no violation occurred.
Mr. Goore was on a prepaid trip to
Mexico when his court date was held.

Fairfield police stopped him for
driving an unregistered vehicle and
driving with a suspended license.

Howlett Leaves Ledger to Join
Gov. Corzine’s Comm. Staff

Deborah Howlett is the latest Star-
Ledger reporter to leave the paper for a
communications job in Governor Jon
Corzine’s administration. She will serve
as the Governor’s new communica-
tions director. She joins Lilo Stanton, a
former statehouse reporter for the
Gannett Newspaper Group, who now
serves as Mr. Corzine’s press secretary.

David Wald, a former Star-Ledger
political reporter, left the paper in
2000 to join Mr. Corzine’s senate
campaign staff and, later, his Senate
office. He is now a spokesman for the
state Attorney General.

Volunteers Sought to
Adopt Watchung Trails

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County will hold an “Adopt-A-Trail”
orientation and general meeting for
the Watchung Reservation Saturday,
March 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

AAT participants are required to
adopt their trail for a period of at least
two years. Stewards are expected to
remove litter, do minor pruning, clear
drainage pipes of debris and re-mark
trails as needed.Participants must at-
tend an orientation meeting and a gen-
eral meeting each year and submit
quarterly report forms.

After the meeting, the general meet-
ing for all Trail Stewards will be held
from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Topics to be
discussed will include invasive plant
management, maintenance “how-
to’s” and updates on trail projects.
Both meetings will be held in the
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside.

Over  26 miles of bridle trails and  13
miles of marked hiking trails  require
attention, county officials said. The
next trail work date is Saturday, April
5. To register, call (908) 527-4231.

Rutgers Report Finds Stable
Workforce Over Past 10 Yrs.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County’s
overall labor statistics showed
“stable employment” over the past
decade despite the loss of 13,000
manufacturing jobs, according to a
report issued last Thursday to the
Board of Chosen Freeholders by
the John J. Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development at Rutgers
University.

“Job losses in manufacturing and
other industries in Union County
over the past decade were offset by
growth in a diverse array of indus-
tries, including educational services
[and] retail,” according to the re-
port.

From 1997 to 2006, employment
opportunities grew 9 percent, with
2,216 additional jobs created in that
time period, compared to a statewide
job growth of 8 percent during the
same timeframe, according to the re-
port. There are a quarter-million
people employed throughout the
county, representing 6 percent of the
total jobs in the state.

Currently, the county has 36,000
manufacturing jobs, 30,000 retail
jobs, 25,000 people employed in the
healthcare industry and another
20,000 jobs in education. The aver-
age wage in Union County rose
slightly from $54,596 in 2002 to
$55,332 in 2006, $3,000 higher than
the state average.

The report found that manufactur-
ing is the “largest economic driver.”
Of the 36,000 county manufacturing
jobs, 15,241 are in the chemical-
manufacturing field, which includes
pharmaceutical manufacturing. The
report said these jobs replaced “old-
economy” jobs in transportation,
machinery manufacturing and work
associated with fabricated metals.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada asked how a recession might
impact the county.

“You are in a much better situation
than you were in 10 years ago,” said
Carl Van Horn, director of The
Heldrich Center and a Rutgers pro-
fessor. He said the county has a
“much more diversified economy”
than it had in the 1990s.

Noting the loss of manufacturing
plants, such as the General Motors
plant in Linden, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said, “It speaks volumes of
how much things have changed in the
county.”

The Heldrich Center recommended
that the county develop a county-
wide economic growth strategy and a
workforce development plan that
would include the establishment of a
health career center and use of the
county’s retail skills center to train
workers in sales and customer-ser-
vice jobs in the “high-wage whole-
sale trade sector.”

The report also recommends the

creation of a “sustainable organiza-
tional structure to implement eco-
nomic and workforce plans.”

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
the Attorney General’s office visited
Middlesex County last week, along
with representatives of Sequoia Vot-
ing Systems, to investigate discrep-
ancies involving the February 5 Presi-
dential Primary.

Ms. Rajoppi first discovered the
errors in Union County when com-
paring cartridges that print out vote
tallies with the paper-tape backup.
She discovered that the election re-
sults did not match in Cranford, Eliza-
beth, Union, Summit and Rahway.

A company spokesman for Se-
quoia, which manufactures the ma-
chines, has said a “corrupted chip” is
believed to be responsible for the
errors being looked into in at least
five locations, including Union.

“When we do elections, we want to
be precise,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

In terms of the cost of the election,
the county clerk said state officials
have said the state would pay for the
Presidential Primary.

“We don’t believe the state has
the money to pay for this statewide
election,” Ms. Rajoppi told the free-
holders.

In other business, Finance Director
Larry Caroselli reported that the
county held a bonds sale for $105
million in bond notes on February 20.
Bank of America was chosen as the
winning bid out of five proposals via
the Internet, with a 4.28 percent inter-
est rate over 20 years. Mr. Caroselli
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the bank then sold off the bonds for a
$600,000 profit.

He said the county was obligated to
develop long-term financing for its
short-term debt, which, he said, was
for open space and capital projects.

“It was a very successful sale,” Mr.
Caroselli said.

The county also is to vote on a $3-
million capital ordinance to fund the
construction of an equipment, stor-
age and office building at the Veneri
Complex in Westfield.

As previously reported in The
Leader/Times, the $9 million to $10.5-
million project would include a 141-
space vehicle-storage building with
11 rooftop spaces and a three-story
office building housing the offices of
the county clerk’s annex, county su-
perintendent of schools, the medical
examiner and the consumer affairs
division.

In answering a question from Free-
holder Rick Proctor, County Man-
ager George Devanney said the county
was looking to add “green aspects” to
the project as part of Mr. Estrada’s
“go green” initiative for water sav-
ings, energy efficiency, materials se-
lection and indoor environmental
quality.

Funny Things That
Happen in Government

On Friday, the Westfield Depart-
ment of Public Works was given the
day off due to snow.
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908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

Banjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OVERFLOWING WITH PRIDE…Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, left, shakes
hands with County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada following completion of
the transfer of the Clark Reservoir to the county for a dollar.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Hatfield Criticizes Congress
For Delay on FISA Renewal
“When I am elected to Congress

the residents of New Jersey can be
certain that I would not opt for a time-
out when it comes to protecting our
nation’s security,” said Kelly Hatfield,
Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District.

“It is doubtful that those who are
seeking to hurt us have taken a ‘cour-
tesy sabbatical’ and suspended their
terrorist activities while we here in
the U.S. settle our differences in the
House of Representatives or vacation
on the beach,” she said.

Referring to the delay and dispute
over renewing the Federal Intelligence
Surveillance Act and then recessing

for 12 days while the current law
expired; Ms. Hatfield said by post-
poning reaching an agreement fed-
eral legislators put U.S. intelligence
professionals “at a great disadvan-
tage and are compromising National
Security.”

The candidate is a former Summit
city councilwoman and served on the
city’s board of education. She was an
early candidate who ran for the state
assembly in 2003.

 Ms. Hatfield has resided in Sum-
mit for 30 years. She previously served
on the Summit City Council and the
Board of Education and was an early
candidate for state assembly in 2003.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Roughneen Collects Petition
Signatures From Veterans

WATCHUNG – Tom Roughneen,
a Republican candidate for Congress
in the Seventh District,said he is col-
lecting signatures for his nominating
petition from soldiers, veterans and
their families. Candidates are required
to obtain at least 200 qualified voters
to sign their petition.

According to the candidate, “what-

ever it takes to raise awareness that
these families are continuing to sacri-
fice and these heroes are returning to
Iraq, is what we will do.”

 Mr. Roughneen is a founding mem-
ber of the New Jersey Guard State
Family Readiness Council in 2004.
He will meet voters and collect peti-
tion signatures tomorrow, February
29, at the American Legion Post 484,
234 Union Street, Stirling, starting at
6:30 p.m.

 He will be at the Mountainside
municipal complex beginning at 7:30
p.m. the same evening. The candidate
is an Army Reserve JAG (Judge Advo-
cate General) and an Iraq War veteran.

Winter
Open House
At Sunrise of Westfield

Families and friends are invited to Sunrise of Westfield for an

open house. Meet our team and your neighbors, mingle with

residents and tour the community. Learn about assisted living

and the individualized care and services we offer.

Enjoy refreshments and enter our raffle. Light refreshments

will be served. A question and answer session will be held.

RSVP for you and a friend today!

Sunrise of Westfield                 908-317-3030                  240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Assisted Living  •  Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit
www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Winter Open House

Sunday, March 2nd

11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

RSVP to 203-968-8393.

EVENT DETAILS


