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POLICE BLOTTER

Good Samaritan
Announcement

Editor’s Note: Dr. Streko’s dentist
office was damaged last week when
an automobile careened out of con-
trol on Mountain Avenue, struck a
pedestrian and crashed into his build-
ing. Dr. Streko’s quick action helped
save the life of the injured pedestrian.

*****
To my patients of Westfield and the

surrounding communities, I regret that
due to the recent accident at our loca-
tion that our office will be closed
until the appropriate repairs can be
made to the building. We will re-open
as soon as possible to again serve the
community with the highest quality
of care.

We will try to make arrangements
to treat our patients at other facilities
on a limited basis until our office
building can be reoccupied. Please
bear with us during these trying times.

Dr Thomas Streko, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue

Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-0095

drstreko.com

year.”
“We have a great deal to celebrate,”

Ms. Hayes said. “There were no ma-
jor reductions in any area.”

The audience at Thursday’s meet-
ing totaled approximately five people
and no members of the public chose
to address the board with any com-
ments or concerns.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said board members plan to make
budget presentations throughout the
district to answer questions that the
public may have on the spending
plan.

The board will meet Thursday,
February 28 for a regular public
meeting, March 11 for an open
agenda meeting and on Wednesday,
March 19 for a regular public meet-
ing and public hearing on the bud-
get. All meetings will begin at 7:30
p.m.

Fitzhenry Returns Home
After Serious Accident

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Michael Fitzhenry,
who sustained a skull fracture and
serious concussion as a result of a car
accident on Westfield’s Mountain
Avenue last week, has returned home.

Discharged last Friday from Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial Hospital, Michael, 13, is
beginning the next stage of his recov-
ery and continues to receive medical
attention, according to his father, Paul
Fitzhenry.

“The good news is that we have
him back with us, and he’s feeling a
lot better,” Mr. Fitzhenry told The
Westfield Leader on Tuesday morn-
ing.

The Fitzhenry family has rallied
around Michael. This past weekend
his grandparents visited from Canada.

“He’s been surrounded by family
this weekend. We had some great
moments just being together again,”
Mr. Fitzhenry said.

Despite the difficult road ahead,
Michael is happy to be home.

“One of the first things he said
when he became more alert, around
late Wednesday, was, ‘Dad, I just
want to go home.’”

This past Saturday, Michael re-
united with his friend, also 13, who
dove away from the oncoming car.
Mr. Fitzhenry called the reunion
“heartwarming.”

With Michael remaining “very
tired” and “sleeping a lot,” the family
has permitted only limited visitation
during this time period.

While there haven’t been any steps
towards returning to school, Michael
is “anxious for life to return to nor-
mal,” his father said.

For Mr. Fitzhenry and the family,
“the impact is starting to settle in. Our
thoughts remain focused on the tre-
mendous response that came to
Michael’s aide.”

Without mentioning their names,
Mr. Fitzhenry said the family is in-
debted to two doctors – Thomas
Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist – who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.

“If this accident had to occur, it
couldn’t have happened in a better
place…The fact that he was at the
trauma center within the hour…we’re
tremendously lucky,” Mr. Fitzhenry
said.

Dr. Streko, whose office sustained
damage from the car that smacked
into the brick building, spoke to the
newspaper last week.

He said when the car first hit, “I
thought a bomb went off...I was ready
to start my hours, so I know exactly
what time it was – 2:02 [p.m.]. I was
just going out of my office, when
everything shook, pictures fell off the
wall.

“When I realized it wasn’t a bomb
and that it was a car, I ran and saw the
car sticking out. But I saw the child
on the Belgian block, and I said ‘For-
get the car; we need to go to the kid!’
He wasn’t breathing. He was blue,”
Dr. Streko continued.

The doctor told The Leader that
when first encountering the boy, he
discovered that he had a pulse but had
to first remove a wad of gum, clear his
airway and position his jaw.

Shortly thereafter, Dr. Schwartz ran
over, and the two doctors tended to
him as the police arrived.

“When [things like this] happen,
you just go into doctor mode. You just
do what you do,” Dr. Streko said.

The EMTs then arrived and gave
Michael oxygen. Dr. Streko put his
hand under the boy’s head and knew
he had sustained a fractured skull.

“There was blood all over the
place,” Dr. Streko said. “We just kept
him going. We got him on the board,
and he became semi-conscious. He
started to move and had to be held

down. We were just so thankful that
he was moaning.”

Dr. Streko remained amazed and
thankful that everything worked out.

“God was with all of us. Every
detail worked out. It’s unbelievable,”
he said.

Speaking of the fortuity of the day,
Dr. Streko remarked that the tenant
who used to live upstairs at 169 Moun-
tain Avenue recently moved out. When
the car slammed into the building, the
collision caused the gas line to sever.
Because the gentleman had moved
out, the line remained off.

“If he was still living upstairs, the
place would have filled with gas, and
we would have blown up,” Dr. Streko
said.

Also, the dentist’s office contains
nitrous oxide, which the driver missed
by about two feet.

“If she hit it, forget it, it would have
been like a rocket going off,” he added.

Area doctors have volunteered to
let Dr. Streko and his staff use their
offices while the wall is repaired.

“It’s just material stuff [that was
ruined],” Dr. Streko said. “Ultimately,
it doesn’t matter. I’m just thankful to
my staff…I’m not trying to be a hero.”

The Fitzhenry family may disagree.
Regardless, Michael has made a

swift recovery thus far, and his family
is thankful.

“I can’t believe how quickly he was
able to leave the hospital,” Mr.
Fitzhenry said. “Within four days of
a life-threatening accident…it’s a
blessing.”

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter said the police force has in-
terviewed the driver of the vehicle but
has not ascertained the cause of the
accident.

“We would presume a blackout,
but we don’t know,” he said. “We’re
looking into the vehicle’s condition.
We’re still investigating.”

Captain Auchter said statements
involving accidents such as this are
“detailed” and include particulars
such as the amount of sleep a driver
had to specifying what, if anything, a
person ate that day.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who was
out of town during the accident, re-
mained informed through Police
Chief John Parizeau.

“Fortunately, [the doctors] were
there to assist immediately, as well as
the rescue squad,” Mayor Skibitsky
said. “We kept Michael and his fam-
ily in our prayers. It could have been
a real tragedy.”

For Mr. Fitzhenry, he said he was
impressed with how the community
“rallied around his family and
Michael.”

“It’s truly gratifying,” he said.

Courtesy of Scott Mersereau
FOLLOWING THE MONEY...New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine presents his
budget proposal to the state legislature in Trenton on Tuesday morning.

Courtesy of Kathy Sanders
‘WHITE’ LAB ...The snow last Friday generated a creative spirit in a 13-year-old
Westfielder who modeled this snow sculpture after the family pet, Blitzen.

Westfield
Thursday, February 21, Joseph

Duffy, 56, of Springfield was arrested
at the Springfield Police Department
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Newark, with bail
amounts of $500 and $300, respec-
tively. He was held at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on default of bail
pending a court appearance.

Thursday, February 21, Matthew
Mogelesky, 21, of Florham Park was
arrested at State Police Troop D Bar-
racks in Newark on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $175 bail.

Friday, February 22, Christopher
Yerkes and Brian Kanedannunzio,
both 18-year-old Chatham residents,
were arrested for allegedly shoplift-
ing a cubic zirconium ring valued at
$70 from a business on the 600 block
of North Avenue, West. Both men
received a summons. They were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

Sunday, February 24, Erica
Magaril, 24, of Mountainside was
arrested at Prospect Street and
Cowperthwaite Place and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She
was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, February 24, Julio Cesar
Islas Perez, 20, of North Plainfield
was arrested at Fanwood police head-
quarters on a Westfield criminal war-
rant. He was transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of $1,000 bail.

Sunday, February 24, Gregory
Guerrier, 19, of Roselle was arrested
at Linden police headquarters on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant with
$839 bail. He was held at the Union
County jail in lieu of bail on this
warrant and a Cranford traffic war-
rant with $338 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 22, a resident of

Forest Road reported that someone
spray painted her motor vehicle while
it was parked in front of her house.

Saturday, February 23, Michael
Sweeney, 37, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released,
police said.

Saturday, February 23, a resident
of Clydesdale Lane reported that
someone used his Home Depot credit
card without his authorization and
purchased $500 worth of merchan-
dise.

Saturday, February 23, an employee
of a Terrill Road restaurant reported
that someone removed her purse,
which was left on a countertop.

Sunday, February 24, Donald
Osbourne, 33, of Union was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. Authorities said
he was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, February 24, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that someone
struck her motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of her house and then
fled the scene.

Monday, February 25, Jennifer
Forster, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to authorities, she was
transported to police headquarters
where she was processed and released.

Mountainside
The Mountainside Police Depart-

ment is reporting no arrests for the
week.

Fanwood
No one was available from the

Fanwood Police Department to pro-
vide blotter information.

Corzine Proposes $500-Mil.
Cut From 2007 Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine unveiled a $32.9-billion state
budget, which, he said, cuts spend-
ing for only the fourth time since
1951 and eliminates 3,000 state jobs.
He said the spending plan is $500
million below last year’s budget.

The Governor said the budget also
reduces municipal aid, targeted at
towns with populations of 10,000 or
less, by $190 million.

The budget calls for the elimina-
tion of the departments of agricul-
ture, commerce and personnel.

“In this budget, government takes
the spending hits, not our hard-
pressed taxpayers or the most vul-
nerable [citizens],” the Governor
said.

Senate President Richard Codey
of West Orange, a Democrat, said,
“This year’s budget is a crucial step
in a serious effort to get our fiscal
house in order. Clearly, cuts are
essential and paramount to achiev-
ing that goal. Every single cut the
Governor has proposed will be
looked over with a magnifying
glass.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, a Republican, said
the budget would “undergo a line-
by-line examination by the [Legisla-
tive] budget committees as the pro-
posed cuts do not go far enough.”

Mr. Kean added, “Legislative Re-
publicans have offered over $3 bil-
lion in specific cuts [in previous
years] that were ignored by the ma-
jority party (Democrats).”

Democratic Assemblyman Louis
Greenwald, the assembly budget
committee chairman, said, “Unless
we restore fiscal sanity in state gov-
ernment now, we are jeopardizing
our future ability to invest in the
needs of our children, seniors and
disabled. It is tough to look constitu-
ents with heartfelt requests in the
face and say, ‘We simply do not have
the money,’ but that is what we must
do to correct New Jersey’s finances.”

State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) said while he would
support the elimination of the three
state departments, some of those
duties are legally required and would
have to be transferred to other de-
partments.

“I have no problem with that,” he
said, noting that the civil-service sec-
tion of the personnel department
would have to be kept.

While saying “the state has to con-
trol spending,” Mr. Scutari added

that he is opposed to early-retire-
ment “buyout packages” to those
state employees whose jobs will be
cut. He said such a procedure, which
he referred to as the “backloading of
jobs,” would only produce short-term
solutions for employees while in-
creasing the state’s pension debt.

When asked about the Governor’s
proposed toll hikes as part of his
financial restructuring and debt-re-
duction plan, previously called
“monetization,” the senator said, “I
see it as dead.”

The Governor said his budget
“does not take into account any fi-
nancial benefits that would be gained
from a monetization proposal.”

Mr. Scutari said “that money
(raised from New Jersey Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway tolls)
should stay right where it is,” noting
plans for expansion of both high-
ways.

Democratic State Senator Barbara
Buono, chairman of the Senate Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee,
said, “The time for wasteful spend-
ing is over. There has to be account-
ability for every public dollar before
it’s spent.”

Republican Assembly Budget Of-
ficer Joseph Malone added, “After
six years of $11 billion in new spend-
ing, we are finally approaching a
budget by asking what can we cut
instead of where can we add spend-
ing. That is a move in the right direc-
tion.”

When Democratic Councilman
Kevin Glover said the matter was
“not a partisan issue” and urged a
meeting about the issue with some of
the residents and Mr. Samuel, Mayor
Marks said he agreed, but “when the
Democratic Party chairman becomes
involved in a legal capacity, people
might think it is a partisan issue.”

He said concerned residents should
find an “independent, nonpartisan”
legal representative instead of rely-
ing on “partisan attorneys.” Alluding
in particular to Mr. Samuel’s letters
to local newspapers, the mayor said
the council has been “dealing with
him for the last year-and-a-half,” and
said Mr. Samuel doesn’t have resi-
dents’ interests “100 percent at heart,”
but is, instead, acting with “ulterior
motives.”

“Based on Mr. Samuel’s behavior,”
Mayor Marks said a majority of coun-
cil members “don’t trust him and
don’t believe his motivations are
pure.” That, he said, is why the coun-
cil asked independent attorneys to
provide advice and evaluation about
a cell tower ordinance.

Mr. Samuel said he would be “very
happy” to let another attorney repre-
sent the residents. He accused the
mayor of not having discussed the
issue “with anyone who disagrees
with you,” and volunteered to discuss
a proposed ordinance with the coun-
cil. He said the issue “involves poli-
tics because the township council is
involved and the council is made up

of political parties.”
Deputy Mayor Malool said the is-

sue was “made into a partisan battle”
because Mr. Samuel “accused us of
not wanting to prevent a cell tower.”
Mr. Samuel, she said, “has given the
perception that we have a hidden
agenda.”

When Councilman Glover said the
cell tower issue should be “an issue we
all agree on,” Mayor Marks asked him
what he would suggest as a next step.

If Mr. Samuel “thinks he has some-
thing to suggest,” Mr. Glover said,
“maybe we can have a dialogue” so
“we can vet this thing.”

When Mayor Marks again sug-
gested having another attorney speak
for the residents “because of the in-
herent mistrust we have” about Mr.
Samuel, a resident told the mayor that
no other attorney had come forth to
assist them.

The mayor asked Mr. Glover what
would happen if a meeting between
Mr. Samuel and township representa-
tives — including Mr. Levine, Mr.
Woodruff, Mrs. Malool, Mr. Strauss
and, possibly, zoning board attorney
Vincent Loughlin — concluded with
everyone disagreeing with Mr.
Samuel. Mr. Glover replied that the
council would then have to recognize
the reality that “the majority rules.”

Mr. Glover also agreed to the
mayor’s request that he ask Mr.
Samuel to stop writing letters to the
newspapers on the issue because they
“prey on the fears” of residents.

See more on the ‘Net’ at
goleader.com
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Cranford to Review DMC,
Restore Historic Flagpole

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – At the township
committee’s regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Robert Puhak
announced plans to form a panel to
review the Downtown District Man-
agement Corporation (DMC).

Mayor Puhak said the review com-
mittee will primarily study the DMC’s
mission, its initial goals, current needs
and future needs four to five years ahead.

“We need to be very, very clear where
the DMC is going,” said the mayor.
“And we want a very clear blueprint
that people can refer to about what the
DMC is doing and should be doing.”

The mayor said, “There’s been a lot
of confusion over the last few years”
about the DMC’s role, adding that there
is a need to better define “what the
township committee expects from the
DMC.”

Mayor Puhak said Cranford residents
interested in serving on the review com-
mittee – likely consisting of seven mem-
bers and two alternates – should re-
spond to Township Clerk Tara Rowley
at the municipal building on Spring-
field Avenue before Monday, March
17. Individuals should provide their
name and contact information, as well
as their “reason for interest and why
they feel they would be an asset” to the
panel.

DMC Chairman Paul Lacort said that
the township committee should “stick
within the parameters of the original
ordinance,” which established the DMC.

“Remember, we have a current board
and staff that the township committee is
supportive of; these are serious people,”
said Mr. Lacort, adding that the DMC
has “brought business to the
[downtown’s] Special Improvement
District and to the whole town.”

Mayor Puhak said the township com-
mittee is “mindful of the ordinance that
started” the DMC.

The mayor said he would like the
review committee to begin work in
April, and then produce monthly
progress reports, with an eye toward
making recommendations to the town-
ship committee within three months. In
addition, he said there would be at least
one public forum held and possibly a
separate forum for downtown property
and business owners.

In other business, the township com-
mittee approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the appointment of a fundraising
committee to help refurbish the Veter-
ans Flagpole.

The flagpole and a plaque, erected in
1918 to honor Cranford’s 16 soldiers
killed in World War I, stood in front of
the post office until 2003.

It had fallen into disrepair over the
course of many years and was removed.
Since then, it has been at the township’s
conservation center, where it continues
to deteriorate, according to Mike
Henehan of Cranford’s Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 335, who spoke at the
meeting.

Mr. Henehan said the removal of the
flagpole is a “travesty,” adding that
local veterans groups were not con-
sulted; the flagpole’s accompanying
plaque is now missing.

Mr. Henehan called for the flagpole
to be “put back up in its original form
and location,” and asked the township
committee to “find the money to right
this wrong.”

“Is this the time to abandon the tradi-
tion of honoring our greatest heroes?”

he asked.
Mayor Puhak responded that the

“township committee is committed to
put [the flagpole] back up” as part of
the Post Office Plaza project. But while
that project is being planned, the mayor
said the township could move the flag-
pole to the VFW post first, before it’s
ultimately restored.

“We’re not blind to the current finan-
cial climate,” said VFW Post 335 mem-
ber Jim D’Arcy, noting the cost of the
restoration project to be at least $40,000.
“We’re just asking for equal treatment,”
he added, pointing to plans for a foun-
tain and other elements of the Post
Office Plaza project.

Mayor Puhak said restoring and re-
placing the flagpole “is a 2008 objec-
tive” and noted that “there has been a
list of actions taken” to that end. He
said the township is working to get state
recognition of the flagpole as a historic
monument. If that happens, officials
say the township would qualify for
county funds to cover half the costs of
restoring the flagpole.

Referring to the Post Office Plaza
issue, the mayor also said, “All infra-
structure design has to take into ac-
count the location of the flagpole.”

Township Public Affairs Commis-
sioner Martha Garcia said the township
committee is “excited about putting
that flagpole back where it belongs and
making it beautiful as it should be.”

Also Tuesday night, the governing
body approved a resolution establish-
ing a Charter Study Advisory Commit-
tee and an ordinance authorizing an
“inter-local agreement” with Garwood
to provide “construction code inspec-
tion and enforcement services.”

Deputy Mayor David Robinson re-
ported that special township budget
meetings are ongoing in an effort to
develop the next municipal spending
plan, which the governing body ex-
pects to introduce in April.

Mr. Robinson said the township is
facing “$1.3 million in mandated spend-
ing increases,” at a time when state aid
to municipalities is expected to de-
crease.
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were then revised so that the drainage
easement would be located where the
extension was being proposed.

Mr. Gallerano said that was not the
case, attributing the difference to an
oversight. He also declined to offer
an opinion on whether the roadway
could be extended without interfer-
ing with the easement.

Mr. Butler told the board that the
only alternative to extending Eton
Row into the rear of Mr. DeLisi’s
property was to create a flag lot in the
rear, with the only access being a long
driveway from Cooper Road. He re-
minded the board that flag lots have
been generally discouraged in Scotch
Plains in recent years.

During other portions of his cross-
examination of Mr. Gallerano, Mr.
Butler raised concerns about exces-
sive tree removal on the two new lots
and also about the size of the house to
be built by Mr. D’Amore, a dwelling
that Mr. Butler called a “palace” based
on what was shown on the site plan.

At the board’s next meeting on
Monday, March 24, it will hear from
a professional planner and engineer
as well as Mr. DeLisi before voting
on the application.

Candidates File for
Seats on School Boards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – There will be no challenged
elections this year for seats on the boards
of education (BOE) in Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Garwood. Three
persons will vie for two seats on the
Mountainside BOE.

In Westfield, incumbents Ann Cary,
Alice Hunnicutt and Gary McCready
have filed for reelection.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE incum-
bents Warren McFall and Donald Parisi,
representing Scotch Plains on the board,
and Sasha Slocum, the Fanwood repre-
sentative, have filed for reelection.

In Mountainside, PTA President
Carolyn Williams, Laura Emblad and
Cathy Jakositz filed for two board seats.
Incumbents John Perrin and Scot
Worswick did not file for reelection,
Chief School Administrator Richard
O’Malley said.

In Garwood, incumbent Christine
Guerriero and former BOE member
Linda Koenig have filed for two of
three open board seats. Incumbents Gary
Maher and Monty Brown did not file
for reelection.

A board official said there are three
options to fill the remaining seat. One is a
write-in candidate, whereby an individual
would need at least 10 votes. The second
option would be the placement of an
advertisement in the newspaper seeking
applicants for the open BOE seat, with
the candidate to be approved by the full
board. The third option would be to have
Union County Superintendent of Schools
select a person to fill the seat.

Scotch Hills Golf
Memberships Open

SCOTCH PLAINS – Memberships
for the 2008 golf season at the Scotch
Hills Country Club are now available.
An individual need not be a resident of
Scotch Plains to join.

Renewing members and new mem-
bers can fill out a form at
scotchplainsnj.com and mail in their
registration, register in-person at the
recreation department located at town
hall or register at the club’s pro shop
during its pre-season extended hours.

The pro shop, which is located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, will
be open on Thursdays, February 28,
March 13 and March 27, from 5 to 8
p.m., as well as on Saturday, March 8
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for golfers who
wish to register.

The Scotch Hills Country Club, a
nine-hole golf course, is scheduled to
open about or on Saturday, March 15.

For more information, call the pro
shop at (908) 232-9748.


