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1978 Arts Center Explores
The Meaning of Home

AREA – Maplewood’s 1978 Arts
Center, located at 1978 Springfield
Avenue, explores the thought that homes
are more than bricks and mortar through
a book-form art exhibition, opening
February 24, titled “Home: Pages From
Our Lives.”

Participating, area artists include
Westfield’s Francesca Azzara and Shari
Seltzer, Mountainside’s Cynthia Weiss,
Cranford’s Paula Ehrich and Thomas
Francisco, and Fanwood’s Vasileki
(Bess) Birrell.

There is a saying that “home is where
the heart is,” and this exhibition of the
Book Arts Roundtable is proof that a
home and its environment is rich terri-
tory for artists using the book form as a
means of expression.

The Book Arts Roundtable, a group
established in 2000 to encourage the
love of book and paper arts, is based at
the Baird, the center for the South Or-
ange Department of Recreation and
Cultural Affairs.

“Home: Pages From Our Lives” grew
from the exploration of the theme of
“home” by participants of the Content
Group, a subgroup of the roundtable
formed to discuss how content relates
to the structure of the artist’s book.

The exhibition offers the opportu-
nity to draw on the Content Group’s
extensive experience with this subject
and create works that demonstrate the
diversity of emotions and ideas that
constitute home.

The intimacy of the book form has
allowed the artists to create individual
works that interpret the theme in literal,
personal, spiritual or metaphysical fash-
ion.

The exhibition includes books of all
shapes and sizes in traditional and non-
traditional formats.

The Maplewood 1978 Arts Center

will exhibit “Home: Pages From Our
Lives” from February 24 through April
6. The opening reception will take place
on Sunday, February 24, from 2 p.m. to
6 p.m., with an artist talk at 3 p.m.

The gallery is open Saturdays and
Sundays, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Demonstra-
tions by roundtable members will take
place at 3 p.m. on Saturdays. The clos-
ing party is Sunday, April 6, from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., with readings from books in
the exhibition at 6 p.m. For more infor-
mation about the exhibition, contact
Benita Wolffe at
rwolffe7@comcast.net.

 Madama Butterfly

A Division of the 
New Jersey Workshop 

for the Arts

Union County’s
 Professional

Opera Company
presents

Puccini’s

8 PM Friday, March 7
2 PM Sunday, March 9
Conducted by Mark Hyczko
Directed by Fausto PIneda
Performed with English Supertitles

CDC THEATRE 78 Winans Ave.  Cranford, NJ

For Tickets call (908) 731-1377
$50 Pre-performance lecture/sushi dinner/preferred seating

                                          $30 Adults  $25 Seniors  
                                                     Assigned Seating

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

221 North Ave East, Westfield       908-654-0444

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal    Glass    Textiles    Wood    Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Public Can Meet
Author on Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a meet
and greet with Lumberton resident
Larry Kimport, author of “A Small
Harvest of Pretty Days,” on February
23, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

The love story is the author’s sug-
gestion of Huckleberry Finn’s life as
an adult. The main character, Clara
Waltz, witnesses a murder, unbe-
knownst to the killer. Contrary to what
she knows is right, she is inexplicably
drawn to the killer, whom she comes
to believe is an answer to her prayers.

For the past 22 years, Mr. Kimport
has coordinated an alternative educa-
tional program for at-risk teens in sub-
urban New Jersey. He also directs an
annual summer camp serving foster
children.

Attendees can meet the author at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

Those unable to attend can call the
store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of his book.

Musical Theater Workshop
Begins Second Semester

WESTFIELD – Students, from ages
8 to 14, interested in musical perfor-
mance have an opportunity to partici-
pate in the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) Musical Theater
Workshop (MTW), which begins its
second semester on March 13, at All
Saints Church, located at 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

A beginner class, for children ages
8 to 11, focuses on basic acting, sing-
ing and performance techniques. All
students will perform within ensemble
pieces and participate in acting and
musical-theater-improvisation exer-
cises. This class is held on Thursdays
from 3:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.

The intermediate class is designed
for students ages 12 to 14. This class
concentrates on more advanced act-
ing, singing and performance tech-
niques.

All participants will perform solos
within ensemble pieces and prepare
an audition song. The intermediate

class takes place on Thursdays from
4:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.

Classes have a performance sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 13.
Tuition for the second semester is
$420.

Veteran Broadway actor Juan
Pineda directs the Musical Theater
Workshop. For six years, Mr. Pineda
played the role of Thuy in the Broad-
way production of Miss Saigon and
has appeared in numerous shows in
New York City, across the United
States and abroad.

Mr. Pineda, artistic director of The
Little Opera Company of New Jer-
sey, is sharing the skills he learned as
a professional performer with a new
generation of performers.

To register for the MTW, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the studios of the
NJWA at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. For information on pro-
grams of the NJWA, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Broadway Favorites to Hit
The SP Stage on March 1

SCOTCH PLAINS –An evening of
Broadway’s favorite duets will hit the
stage in Scotch Plains in March. The
performance will benefit the Little
Opera Company (LOC) of New Jersey
and its tuition-free Young Artists’ Pro-
gram for performers ages 8 to 18.

Founded by Scotch Plains residents
Juan and Valerie Pineda in 2000, the
Little Opera Company has sparked the
interest of a new generation of opera
lovers.

The concert will star the Pineda fam-
ily – Juan, Valerie, Fausto and Patricia,
as well as members of the LOC’s Young
Artists and the Pineda Voice Studios.

Juan Pineda, Broadway veteran and
international artist, appeared in the long-
running Miss Saigon. Favorite appear-
ances include performances at Avery
Fischer Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Jazz at
Lincoln Center and The Public The-
atre.

Valerie Pineda studied at the Boston
Conservatory and graduated from the
Manhattan School of Music. She has
soloed at Boston Symphony Hall, the
PNC Arts Center, and has appeared
with opera companies throughout the
region.

Fausto Pineda is a graduate of the
Manhattan School of Music. Credits
include Grease!, The King and I and
performances at the Kennedy Center,
Westchester Broadway Theatre, Sea-
side Music Theatre and the Actors Play-
house.

Patricia Pineda is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University and
was awarded the Farrow Voice Schol-
arship at the University of North Caro-
lina Greensboro’s School of Music. A
featured soloist with the Richmond
Symphony, she has also appeared with
regional opera and musical theatre com-
panies in the NJ/NYC area.

Representing central New Jersey’s
talented 18-and-under set are Dan
Berman, Kristen Caruana, Jen Dilzell,
Anna Dugan, Rebecca Glasser-Baker,
Pami Marks, Sarah Szollar, Julia Zappi
and Nicole Zimmermann of Westfield;
Maeve Brady, Cara and Lauren Costa,
Kelsey Kilpatrick, Zach Love, Aleta
Nadolny, Dylan Randazzo and Chris-
tian Woo of Cranford; Ilyssa DePonte,
Zachary Infante, Stephanie Louis, Tony
Mowatt, and Briana Redmount of
Scotch Plains.

The evening’s lineup will cover a
broad spectrum of Broadway’s duets,
from the newest smash hits to Golden
Age classics. Highlights include recog-
nizable tunes by Irving Berlin, Eric
Idle, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
Kandler and Ebb and Stephen
Sondheim.

The event will take the stage on Satur-
day, March 1, at 8 p.m. at All Saints
Episcopal Church at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For tickets and informa-
tion, call (908) 731-1377, e-mail
littleoperacompany@comcast.net or
view littleoperacompany.com

DeFelice: Doctornaut Act is Best
Prescription for What Ails Healthcare

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Imagine a world in
which the clinical research needed to
cure disease is free from the restraints
of cost and risk.

Imagine a time when it is possible to
cure – or, even better, prevent – every
known disease.

To some, these ideas are far-fetched

improbabilities, the material upon
which science-fiction movies and books
are based.

However, one local physician not
only sees the possibility of a future
filled with medical breakthroughs and
available treatments, he has figured out
a way to make it happen.

Westfield resident Stephen
DeFelice’s “prescription” for healing-
healthcare innovation calls for the par-
ticipation of physicians, a segment of
the industry vastly underutilized in vol-
untary clinical trials.

In 1976, Dr. DeFelice established the
Foundation for Innovation in Medicine
(FIM), a nonprofit organization whose
objective, according to its website, is to
accelerate medical discovery by creat-
ing a more productive clinical research
community.

To further FIM’s cause, Dr. DeFelice
has written the “Doctornaut Act,” a
proposal to step up research by allow-
ing physicians to more freely volunteer
for Phase II, early clinical trials, rather
than using non-physician volunteers.

He is also backing a book by Michael
Mannion, entitled “A Maverick’s Od-
yssey: One Doctor’s Quest to Conquer
Disease,” which tells the story behind
the “Doctornaut Act.”

Dr. DeFelice is about to embark on a
major effort to educate Congress about

the importance of medical innovation
and the passing of his “Doctornaut
Act.”

“Not only has Congress failed to
hold a hearing on medical innovation,
until now, no one has made an effort to
convince Congress to do so,” said Dr.
DeFelice.

“How can Congress deal with health
without dealing with the issue of im-

proving medical innovation?” he asked.
According to Dr. DeFelice, there is a

cultural “blind spot” to the need for
clinical research, and the FDA and
medical ethicists have created and long
perpetuated the phenomenon, leading
to a “culture of safety.”

“The truth is, if we took all medica-
tions out of the pharmacy, half the
American population would be dead or
dying within six months to a year,” said
Dr. DeFelice.

Many factors
play into
Congress’s reti-
cence to explore
new treatments and
therapies.

“Cost is one fac-
tor,” said Dr.
DeFelice. “Giving
up control is an-
other.”

According to the
doctor, patients also
have to take some
responsibility for
the lack of clinical
research.

“[They] have to
stop being passive
and get angry. They
have to demand
cures for disease,”
he said.

“We need to stop
living in a culture where our emphasis
is on caring for someone after he be-
comes sick and move into a culture
where we support the medical discov-
eries that prevent people from getting
sick in the first place,” he said.

One early supporter of the
“Doctornaut Act” was former Tennes-
see Senator Bill Frist, who left office in
January 2007.

More recently, New Jersey Congress-
man Frank Pallone has expressed an
interest in helping Dr. DeFelice intro-
duce his act to Congress.

If passed, Dr. DeFelice’s “Doctornaut
Act” will allow studies currently con-
ducted on animals to transfer to hu-
mans, namely volunteer physicians.

Dr. DeFelice claimed the long-term
results would be a decrease in morbid-
ity and mortality, which will ultimately
lead to reduced health costs.

The passing of the “Doctornaut Act”
will also, according to Dr. DeFelice,
create “a sense of urgency on the part of
the patient.”

“Patients, basically, have no rights at
the present time,” he continued.

“A diabetic can climb Mt. Everest,
but that same person [presently] can’t
volunteer for the clinical research that
could cure his disease.”

Those physicians who take part in
clinical research will also benefit, ac-
cording to Dr. DeFelice, because “we
are all patients,” he explained.

Dr. DeFelice brings a lifetime of
medical innovation to the “Doctornaut
Act,” including being the first to recog-
nize the therapeutic potential of the
combination of the antibiotic
Adriamycin and carnitine, a compo-
nent of muscle and liver, to treat ovarian
cancer and other cancers.

Dr. DeFelice is hopeful that “A
Maverick’s Odyssey” will open the eyes
of patients and non-patients alike, and
motivate them to fight to dismantle the
barriers that keep all people from en-
joying a life free of disease.

The book’s author, Mr. Mannion,
sees another benefit to the “Doctornaut
Act.”

“People don’t have the connection
with doctors that they once had. This is
a good opportunity to build patient-

doctor partner-
ships,” he said.

When asked to
expand, Mr.
Mannion told The
Leader/Times in an
e-mail that “With
Doctornauts, pa-
tients will learn that
their physicians are
volunteering to par-
ticipate in risky
clinical trials that
might benefit them
as well as possibly
the physician.”

“Patients and
physicians will
once again have the
chance to become
partners in healing
relationships and
no longer be just
‘consumers’ and

‘providers’ in a business transaction,”
he added.

More information on the “Doctornaut
Act” is available at fimdefelice.org.

Dr. DeFelice will sign copies of the
book at 16 Prospect, the former
Northside Trattoria, this Saturday from
noon to 2 p.m. Books will also be avail-
able for purchase. Wine and hors
d’oeuvres will be served.

Passionate Vibe Scorches WSO
Audience at Valentine’s Concert

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With a sweet start
and a passionate finish, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra accomplished
what it set out to do during its Febru-
ary 9 concert at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield – to entrance its
audience with melodies and move-
ments of love.

“¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA!
-  A Valentine’s Day Celebration”
began with Rimski-Korskov’s “Ca-
priccio Espanol,” a truly tender piece
that spotlighted vibrant Spanish
themes in five festive movements.

With each movement, the orchestra
reflected energetic and rousing dances
that seemed to put the audience in the
mood for love.

Pianist Peggy DeArmond must be
applauded for her masterful accom-
paniment throughout the concert, but
especially during “Capriccio
Espanol” and the brilliant finale, “El
Amore Brujo.”

However, “Conceirto de Aranjuez”
by Joaquin Rodrigo Vidre swept ev-
eryone away.

Guitarist Mattias Jacobsson’s in-
terpretation of “Allegro con spirito,”
“Adagio” and “Allegro gentile”

brought tears to many eyes with his
phenomenal pieces.

Mr. Jacobsson, a classical guitarist
who is currently studying at The
Juilliard School with Sharon Isbin,
boasts quite an impressive repertoire.
He made his recital debut at the
Stockholm International Guitar Fes-
tival at only 17 years of age, and his
music was broadcasted on WQXR
and NPR, as well as Swedish classi-
cal radio.

It was evident throughout Mr.
Jacbosson’s performance that Mae-
stro David Wroe had the utmost re-
spect for the young artist, and their
collaboration brought the audience to
its feet in grateful applause.

Following intermission, the
Westfield Symphony stage was
cleared and prepared for Manuel
DeFalla’s “El Amor Brujo,” the
evening’s profoundly moving and
romantic blend of stirring Spanish
melodies, tantalizing theatrics and one
of the most elaborate and mesmeriz-
ing Flamenco performances ever
brought to stage.

As Roberto Castellon, flamenco
guitarist, David Castellano, singer,
energetically threw themselves into
every musical interlude during “El
Amor Brujo,” Omayra Amaya, dancer
and choreographer, graced the stage
with Oscar Valero, Laura Montes and
Jenny Bascos, accompanying Fla-
menco dancers.

Normally, one might associate a Fla-
menco dance performance solely with
colorful costumes and energetic mu-
sic. Ms. Amaya and company’s emo-
tional and fluid dancing far exceeded
expectations. It was climactic and grip-
ping at every turn of the page in the “El
Amor Brujo” story – a tale of love lost,
fought for and rediscovered.

There was simply no better way to
begin the Valentine’s Day week.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra will stage a concert on April 5 at 8
p.m. and April 6 at 5 p.m. at The Ritz
Theatre on East Jersey Street in Eliza-
beth, where the ensemble and
Wroclaw’s Academic Choir will
present “Tu Es Petrus.” The perfor-
mance will be dedicated to the late
Holy Father Pope John Paul II. For
tickets and more information, call
(908) 352-7469.‘HEARTWARMING...’ Earlier this month, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra

presented ¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA! a Spanish-style Valentine’s celebra-
tion of vibrant passion, magical romanticism and virtuoso performances. The
heartwarming concert featured a visually spectacular presentation of “El Amor
Brujo” with Flamenco dance and Flamenco guitar coupled with the orchestra.

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MAVERICK’S ODYSSEY...Westfield physician and medical research author-
ity Dr. Stephen DeFelice is backing a book by Michael Mannion, entitled “A
Maverick’s Odyssey: One Doctor’s Quest to Conquer Disease,” which tells the story
behind the “Doctornaut Act.”


