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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday evening, February 24,
at 8:30 p.m. on ABC, I plan to get it
right.

It may sound trite, you see, to pick
all the Oscar winners.

Impossible, you say, to go 24 for
24. No one’s ever done it before.

It’s unfeasible, it’s unreasonable.
No prognosticating critic will ever
post such a score.

But I tell you, reader, I feel good
this year. The 33rd time, no fear, is a
charm.

The winners, if I may rhyme, all
just came to me in a dream while I ate
a chicken parm…

For example, I mean, Best Perfor-
mance by an Actress in a Supporting
Role proves it…

Saoirse Ronan, for Atonement, not
yet 14, wins it. Tatum O’Neal set the
prerequisite.

Yep, it’s clear, as the Best Achieve-
ment, my dear, in Cinematography,
goes to Roger Elswit and There Will
be Blood. And for the Brothers Coen,
No Country for Old Men, Best Edit.

The envelope, please, for Best Cos-
tume Design…Atonement’s Durran
sounds like a plan. Throw the Golden
Globe Best Picture a bone; this night,
it’s just an also-ran.

Which doesn’t really bring us to
Best Short Film or Live Action, none
of which we’ve seen.

So, who will be the wiser, if I say Le
Mozart de Pickpockets is the most
peachy keen?

Or, likewise, Sicko for Best Docu-
mentary Feature, not only because it
is so vital…

But the fact is, like Madame Tutli-
Putli, Best Short Film Animated, I
like the title.

And yes, there’ll be splitting of
votes, heartbreaking how some films
sneak their way in…

But not so for There Will be Blood,
for Sound Editing, listen up, it de-
serves the win.

Unlike Pirates of the Caribbean
the umpteenth, again loaded to the
mast with big f/x…

Its only two rivals, matey, can’t
keep it from winning Best Achieve-
ment, Visual Effects.

Of course they’ll surprise us after a
dull dance number, suddenly giving
out a big award.

In this case, Julie Christie, Best
Actress for Away From Her, she truly
strikes a chord.

And just to counterbalance the sen-

No ‘Rhyme’ or Reason
In Picking the Oscars

sitivity with outrage, friend-o, he’s
not chopped liver…

Javier Bardem’s Best Supporting
‘Sociopath,’ No Country for Old Men,
what a shiver.

By now, if you don’t by slumber
depart, they’ll show too few old clips,
my favorite part.

Thence segue to Best Screenplay,
based on previously published work,
indeed difficult art.

That Atonement didn’t shirk or dart,
while the best scripting directly for
the screen…

It’s easily seen that it belongs to
Lars and the Real Girl, so full of
heart, so funny, so serene.

Now the trick is to see what will
rhyme with Best Animated Feature,
in order to bestow…

The statue on Ratatouille, the de-
lightful gourmet chef creature…he’s
a rat, you know.

So that leaves 10 more to pick, not
12, the title from Russia to win Best
Foreign Flick…

Then next to delve into Best
Makeup, Pirates of the Caribbean:
At World’s End nicely does the trick.

Take a breather, have some more
popcorn, we’re into the homestretch,
the big stuff…

Like Best Original Song, don’t be
torn, it’s “So Close” from Enchanted,
sure enough.

But let’s not ignore the other music
Oscar, for Best Original Score, high
time 3:10 to Yuma…

Checked in, a super film with no
other win, pity Bale wasn’t nomi-
nated, he’s no loozah.

And neither is Sweeney Todd, mak-
ing the cut for Best Achievement in
Art Direction…

Nor odd that No Country for Old
Men gets a nod for Best Sound, though
no connection…

To the last little award, Documen-
tary Short Subject, scored by Salim
Baba, hang tight…

We’re running late, but stay awake,
here come the last three winners, then
it’s good night.

So, in conclusion, indicating a
semi-sweep, let there be no confu-
sion, Best Actor goes to Daniel Day-
Lewis, his second Oscar to keep,
whilst Best Director, and it truly
shows…

Belongs to Paul Thomas Ander-
son, it’ll be his first, but not his last,
that’s for certain…

He also wins for producing There
Will Be Blood, the Best Picture, and
now the curtain.

Congregational Church
Continues Musicales

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, contin-
ues its Mid-Day Musicales concerts
for the season of Lent with a pro-
gram by the Westfield High School
Concert Choir on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.

The Westfield High School Con-
cert Choir, conducted by William
Mathews and Sharon Reynolds, will
sing selections from Handel’s Judas
Maccabaeus; two spirituals – Harry
T. Burleigh’s My Lord, What a
Mornin’ and William B. Dawson’s
Ain’-a That Good News; and Richard
Rodgers’ You’ll Never Walk Alone,
from the musical Carousel.

The Handel selections include stu-
dent soloists: Mia Pafumi, Lindsay
Ryan, Ellen Scariati, Mallory Boesch,
and Abby Ryan, sopranos; Melanie
Jackson, Jenna Roth and Amanda
Chang, altos; Ben Klofta, tenor; and
Max Lazar, bass.

The WHS Concert Choir sings se-
lections from a major work each De-
cember; its recent repertoire included
Vivaldi’s Gloria, Handel’s Messiah,
Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes,
Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols, and
Samuel Adler’s Flames of Freedom.

The choir has performed with the
Westfield Symphony and the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, as well as,
for the Musical Club of Westfield and
the Mid-Day Musicales on many oc-
casions.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Frank ‘Saves’ Watercolors
At SP-F Art Assoc. Meeting

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Westfield artist
Sandra Frank taught Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Art Association (SPFAA)
members how to improve their water-
colors at a recent workshop titled “Can
this Watercolor Be Saved?” held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library (SPPL).

SPFAA members were encouraged
to bring “problem” watercolors to the
workshop, where Ms. Frank, recog-
nized with an artistic-achievement
award by the Millburn-Short Hills
Chamber of Commerce for her water-
color painting, assisted them in criti-
cally evaluating their work.

Focusing on the principles and ele-
ments of composition, Ms. Frank helped
members analyze their paintings for
two common watercolor
“errors”: too much or not
enough color.

In one painting brought
in by a SPFAA member,
Ms. Frank, in her estima-
tion, felt that a female fig-
ure was lacking in em-
phasis.

“The deep colors in the
negative space are over-
powering,” explained Ms.
Frank. “Simply lifting out
some of the darks allows
the viewer to appreciate the subtle skin
tones and facial features of the woman.”

In another example, a beautiful land-
scape had too much unutilized space in
the background, according to Ms. Frank.

“Additional trees and detailing give
this piece a more cohesive feel,” she
said.

One common misconception about
painting with watercolors is that once
begun, corrections cannot be made.

However, Ms. Frank dispelled this
myth.

“There are many ways to make ad-

justments to your work,” she said. “Ex-
perimenting with contrast as it relates
to color, shape, texture and size can
dramatically improve the outcome of a
painting.”

“Adding color to a painting where
existing values are too light can have a
dramatic effect,” she continued.

“Even cropping sections of a paint-
ing can be used to help improve bal-
ance,” she said.

Paula Pearl, SPFAA programs coor-
dinator, said, “All who attended ‘Can
this Watercolor be Saved?’ found the
techniques Sandra demonstrated to be
very helpful.”

Marie Gerus of Rahway brought two
paintings to the workshop for Ms.
Frank’s evaluation.

“Sandy gave me suggestions on how
to improve the back-
ground of both paintings,”
said Ms. Gerus, an award-
winning, multi-media art-
ist.

To remove excess color
from a watercolor paint-
ing, Ms. Frank suggested
running it under water and
starting over.

“Since there will be a
light version of your origi-
nal still visible, you can
then go back and enhance

successful areas of your work and
downplay others,” she explained.

Picture-book illustrator Ann Gibbons
of Scotch Plains, presently a pastel
painter, has worked with watercolors in
the past.

She said she was particularly in-
trigued by Ms. Frank’s suggestions for
removing excess color.

“I found her techniques very help-
ful,” she said.

Ms. Frank has worked in the arts and
humanities world for 20 years. She is a
certified senior advisor who uses the
fine arts to help the senior community
overcome its unique challenges. She
also conducts arts workshops for people
with and without disabilities, as well as,
their caregivers.

One of Ms. Frank’s most important
projects includes the “Care for
Caregivers Program,” funded by the
Union County Division on Aging
through the Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs. This program provides in-
home, arts-related respite to family
caregivers.

Ms. Frank also presents programs on
art and healing, and she is currently
providing art instruction at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey for children
and young adults with physiological
limitations and autism.

A member of the American Artists
Professional League, Ms. Frank has
had her art displayed at Juxtapose Gal-
lery in Westfield and in the Westfield
Artist Association Members’ Show.

More information about Ms. Frank
and her programs is available at
seniormotivations.com.

The next meeting of SPFAA is Thurs-
day, March 20, at the SPPL from 7 to 9
p.m.

SPFAA’s Annual Art Show takes
place in the SPPL from April 20 to May
3.

For more information about SPFAA
or any of its events, contact Ms. Pearl at
(908) 322-2590.

WATER WORKS...At a recent SP-F Art Association event, Westfield artist
Sandra Frank showed artists, including Steve Willis (above), ways to improve
their watercolors. Mr. Willis works on a current piece (inset).

Alliance Theater Finds
Potential in New Home
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Leader and The /Times

RAHWAY – There’s nothing nicer
than moving into your own new home.

It is long time coming for Alliance
Repertory Theater Company, originally
of Linden, which has moved into its
new home at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway.

The theater itself is an historical gem
with crimson velvet and gold guild
practically everywhere one looks.
Reminiscent of the ornate vaudeville
theaters of old, the newly renovated
UCPAC invited Alliance Repertory
Theater Company to be their resident
professional theater company.

Alliance’s season opener, Comic
Potential, under the brilliant direction
of artistic director Michael Driscoll,
glitters and sparkles just as brightly as
the theater.

Alan Ayckbourn’s two-act play is set
in the foreseeable future, where an-
droids have replaced actors on daytime
soaps.

The story involves a washed-up film
mogul demoted to TV soap-opera di-
rector, Chandler “Chance” Tate (John
Correll); a gung-ho young writer, Adam
Trainsmith (Matt McCarthy); and an
android actress, Jacie Triplethree (Sara
Peters) as an “actoid.” The astute an-
droid is quite a fast study when it comes
to both comedy and romance.

Taking a satiric look at the TV indus-
try, specifically the set of “Hospital
Hearts,” a daytime soap opera, Comic
Potential relies on great timing and
talented actors who can play multiple
roles and affect accents rapidly. Mr.
Driscoll’s first-rate cast of 10 delivers it
all.

Young Adam idolizes Chance and is
thrilled to be on the set learning the
ropes from a one-time great director.

When the set is clear except for Adam
and Jacie (really “Juvenile Character
333” in machine-identification code),

the female android interacts with Adam
in surprisingly human ways.

As the pretty machine, Ms. Peters
readily handles physical comedy,
double takes and broad humor, which
her character learns from Adam and
later from Chance.

The versatile Ms. Peters has adopted
a monotone voice that is endearing,
unlike most aggravating robotic tones.
Her physical movements make her look
like a Madame Tussaud wax figure
come to life.

As Adam, Mr. McCarthy has the
charm and optimism needed to help the
unlikely romantic pair survive. His ear-
nest portrayal of the naïve young man is
as targeted as Cupid’s arrow.

John Correll aptly displays Chance’s
frustration of his lost status. Veteran
actor Correll has precise timing and
comedic flair punctuated with Jackie
Gleason bits.

As “Black Death” Carla
Pepperbloom, Beth Painter nicely plays
an unpopular, glamorous upper-man-
agement boss who hangs around the
studio barking orders and throwing her
weight around.

Clare Dill, Chess Lankford, Greg
Louis, Lilli Marques, Frank Takacs and
Jennifer Crane Turner round out the
stellar 10-person cast.

Frank Takacs’ modern set of plastic,
stark white columns that are vibrantly
backlit from time to time aptly suggests
the future. Minimal set pieces roll on to
whisk the audience to an upscale dress
shop, the front desk of two hotels and
their interior rooms.

Call the welcome wagon to greet
Alliance Repertory Theater Company,
the new resident professional theater
company at UCPAC. This arrangement
has all the earmarks of a successful
long-term commitment.

Comic Potential continues Thursday
through Saturday nights at 8 p.m. in
addition to a Sunday, February 24,
matinee performance at 2 p.m.

SP Author Explores
First Ladies

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
March 11, at noon, Feather Schwartz
Foster, a Scotch Plains resident, will
share insights from her three decades
of exploration as an “amateur” Presi-
dential historian.

Drawing on her thousand-volume,
personal Presidential library and her
love of history, she penned the his-
torical fiction novel “Ladies: A Con-
jecture of Personalities.”

In the book, First Ladies, from
Martha Washington to Mamie
Eisenhower, “write” their own chap-
ters, and other First Ladies, including
Jacqueline Kennedy and Hillary
Clinton, chime in.

The women profiled are based on
facts from their lives, the lives of their
husbands and the times they lived in.

The Springfield Free Public Li-
brary is located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue. For additional information, call
(973) 376-4930.

THEY’RE IN TOWN…Members of the cast of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Repertory Theatre glance at autographed pages from an original
manuscript of Urinetown – The Musical, sent to them by Tony Award-winner
Greg Kotis, who wrote the book and lyrics. Mr. Kotis heard of the upcoming
production from a Repertory Theatre parent and wrote to the kids, “I’ll be
thinking of you all on opening night. I hope it goes great.” Pictured, from left to
right, are: Justin Berger, Victoria McNally, Gabriella Napoli, Matt Glassett,
Andrea Redmount, Tim Carroll and Jeremy Busch. SPFHS’ production of
Urinetown – The Musical runs March 7, 8, 9, 13, 14 and 15. Tickets are best ordered
ahead using the order forms on spfk12.org or spfk12.org/musicboosters. Ticket
pickup nights are Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the SPFHS.
Tickets will be also sold on pickup nights and at the door. For questions, call Randi
Traiman at (908) 322-6533.

Comm. Players Benefit Reeve
House with The Uninvited

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players’ (WCP) production of
Tim Kelly’s ghostly mystery The Unin-
vited will hold a special benefit perfor-
mance for the Westfield Historical So-
ciety on March 7. All proceeds from
that performance will benefit the his-
torical society and its current project,
the restoration of the 1875 Victorian-
style Reeve House. The society plans to
restore the house and relocate its ar-
chives offices and museum to the site.

The play opens Saturday, March 1, at
8 p.m. and continues Friday and Satur-
day evenings at 8 p.m. through March
15, in the theater at 1000 North Avenue.

Playwright Tim Kelly sets the story
on the Irish Sea’s windswept English
coast, where a brother and sister retreat
from London to move into Cliff End, a
house with a past they know little about.

Slowly, the townspeople come for-
ward with rumors of murder, mysteri-
ous disappearances, and stories of por-
traits depicting doomed subjects.
Slowly, the new residents experience a
ghostly presence orchestrating all the
horrors before them. With the aid of a
séance, Cliff End reveals its secrets as
the ghost is confronted.

All reserved-seat tickets are $15, with
the March 7 benefit performance priced

at $25.
Call the Westfield Community Play-

ers box office at (908) 232-1221 for
tickets.

Note that all non-member tickets must
be pre-paid to secure a reservation and
WCP member tickets will not be hon-
ored for benefit performances.

Director Joe Porter has the cast in
final rehearsals for the March 1 open-
ing at the WCP Theater. Aiding in the
production are producer Sally Brown
of Westfield, stage manager Barbara
Ruban and lighting designer Bob
Murray. Glen Crane will handle sound
and Joanne Lemenille, props.

Tory Talbot and Rob Evans play the
Fitzgerald siblings, the new owners of
Cliff End, purchased from Commander
Brooke (George Straley). Cathy
Zouves-Wrobel plays local gossip Mrs.
Jessup, eager to spread the dark and
mysterious tales.

Stephanie Einstein of Westfield plays
Stella, whose mysterious birth looms
large in the story. Mary Quinn, Christie
Leigh Carver, Brad Sarboukh, Art
Hickey and Westfield’s Jackie Weiner
play other townspeople and friends of
the Fitzgerald’s.

The mysterious “uninvited” is played
by Desiree Ewankov of Fanwood.

LAST COMIC STANDING...In Alliance Repertory Theater Company's  Comic
Potential, the android Jacie (Sara Peters) overhears Adam (Matt McCarthy,
center) and Chance (John Correll, right) discuss the nature of slapstick comedy.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) Community Theater’s pro-
duction of the Depression-era To Kill A
Mockingbird brings the play’s main
theme of race relations into a modern-
day perspective through an ingenious
set, deft direction and thoughtful act-
ing.

Harper Lee’s Pulitzer-Prize-winning
1960 novel was adapted by Horton
Foote into the famous screenplay and
then dramatized into a stage play by
Christopher Sergel in 1990.

Although many of the cast members
of CDC’s show had seen the Academy-
Award-winning film, most never revis-
ited it before delving into their charac-
ters.

“As a cast, I didn’t want them to see
the movie,” Michael Marcus, who co-
directed with Sandi Pells, said at a
“Talk Back” with the actors and audi-
ence following last Sunday afternoon’s
matinee. “It has a tendency to limit the
actors,” he explained.

“Also, I didn’t want Chris (Gibbs) to
turn Atticus (Finch) into ‘Saint Atticus.’”

One of the controversial issues of the
play is the use of the “n” word by some
of the prejudiced white townspeople.

This past Sunday, when black actors
were asked about their feelings on the
use of the word in the play, they shared
their opinions honestly.

Devon Peacock – who plays Tom
Robinson, a black man who is wrongly
convicted for attacking a white woman
– said, “It’s a testament to your skill as
an actor to get over the ‘n’ word. The
word itself is meant to be ugly, and it is.”

The actress who plays Tom’s wife
Helen (Tiffany Wilson) became emo-
tional when she divulged her opinion.
“It has re-reminded me of the power of
the word that was used to disrespect my
grandparents and ancestors, who had to
suffer through it to bring us where we

Race Relations in TKAM Offer
Lessons for Today’s World
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are today.”
Likewise, Tracy King – who plays

Calpurnia, Atticus’ family cook and
housekeeper, and nanny for Jem and
Scout, Atticus’ two children – gave her
account of playing a stereotyped black
woman who had to sit in the balcony of
the courtroom with other people of
color.

“I’ve always wanted to play her, but
I needed to play her in the context of
that time period of 1935,” she said.

White performers also weighed in on
the language used in the play.

Whitney Shields – a blonde teenager
who plays Mayella Ewell, the 19-year-
old who is caught with Tom – shared,
“I’ve heard a lot of gasps in the court-
room scene, especially [when racially
abusive language was used]. I’m glad
the audience is ‘in the moment’ to be
able to feel that power.”

The power of the play was seen in all
of the heartfelt performances, from
middle-school performers like Madi-
son Wiggins in the role of Scout to the
70-somethings playing cameo roles of
townspeople.

The play’s commanding race issue
even convinced the set designer to
change the vision of his set. Mr. Marcus
told the audience that set designer Marc
Chandler called him just before open-
ing night to say he wanted to repaint all
of the set decorations to shades of black
and white.

Mr. Marcus said, “He told me it was
a play about race relations of black and
white and wanted the set to reflect that.”

The actors and the entire group of
behind-the-scenes volunteers who as-
sembled this play celebrate Black His-
tory Month by bringing the core values
of To Kill a Mockingbird to life through
a topnotch production.

The final shows are this Friday, Feb.
22, and Saturday Feb. 23, at 8:00 p.m.
In May, CDC will bring Oklahoma to
their stage.

KILLER INSTINCT...In CDC Community Theater’s production of To Kill a
Mockingbird, Atticus Finch (Christopher Gibbs, standing) chips away at the
faulty testimony of Bob Ewell (Thom Korner) while Judge Taylor (Bob Pells)
deliberates at right.

Anything Goes at
Westfield High School
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School (WHS) will present its spring
production of Cole Porter’s hit musi-
cal Anything Goes, a song-and-dance
extravaganza and madcap musical set
in the 1930s aboard the SS America,
on March 13, 14 and 15.

Packed with memorable melodies,
including the title tune “Anything
Goes,” “She’s De-lovely,” “You’re the
Top” and “Let’s Misbehave,” the com-
edy centers around the intricate rela-
tionships of the main characters, Billy,
Reno, Hope and Moon, who are trav-
eling from New York to London on a
luxury liner.

By the end of the trip, affections
have changed recipients, life decisions
have been taken, and resolutions have
been reached – all in all leading to a
happy end.

Members of the cast and crew, led
by Darlene White, WHS drama teacher,
prepare for the March 13 curtain.

Performances are on Thursday,
March 13, at 7 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, March 14 and 15, at 8 p.m.
Ticket prices are $10. For reserva-
tions, call (908) 301-0391. Tickets can
also be purchased at the door before
each performance.

Susan Dougherty for
The Westfield Leader and The Times


