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MILLER NETS 15 PTS, 7 ASSISTS; O’LEARY 16 BOARDS

Basketball Blue Devils Jump
On Cougars, 50-38, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teamwork really came into play in
the second-seeded Westfield High
School girls basketball team’s 50-38
victory over 10th-seeded Cranford in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament at Roselle Catholic High
School on Valentine’s Day.

Because of the success from work-
ing the ball around to find open shoot-
ers, three starters hit in double figures
and another came off the bench to hit
eight points in one quarter. Senior
guard Erin Miller (4 steals, 4 re-
bounds) put up 15 points, including
two 3-pointers, but she also found the
open teammates and contributed
seven assists. Junior Tara Handza
(steal, assist) scored 11 points and
center Anne Knisely (6 rebounds)
bucketed 10 points.

“We know that everybody is look-
ing out for Erin Miller. That’s the
bottom line. The rest of the girls are
stepping it up and they know what
they have to do to get the job done. We
were getting people open and they
were hitting their shots,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.

A welcome sight was the presence
of Keri Pringle, who had dislocated
her knee at the beginning of the
season.

“I just started practicing about a

week ago. It’s fine. It feels like noth-
ing is wrong with it. I have been
working on my shots. I’m happy to be
back with them,” said Pringle.

Her presence paid off big time in
the second quarter when she banged
in a pair of 3-pointers and a 2-pointer
from the left side. Pringle finished
with eight points, two steals and three
rebounds.

“Keri is back and she is hitting
some good shots. She’s focused. She
can hit anywhere on the court. She
looks to share, but when she is open,
we are looking for her to get more
shots off. The rest of the girls are
really happy and we are working to-
gether as a team,” said coach Marino.

Senior forward Gab O’Leary (4
points, 2 assists) made sure that the
14-6 Blue Devils controlled the tempo
of the game with 16 rebounds (6
offensive, 10 defensive) and two
steals. That tempo began immedi-
ately when the Blue Devils jumped to
an 11-4, first-quarter lead. After a
little wavering at the start of the sec-
ond quarter, the Blue Devils, with the
help of Pringle’s 3-pointers, cata-
pulted to a 29-16 halftime lead.

The 14-6 Cougars distributed their
defense to guard as many shooters as
they could in the third quarter but
Miller went to work and sank 10 of
her points as the Blue Devils won the

quarter, 16-9, to grab a 45-25 lead.
Cougar Jamie Webb (15 points) sank
the first of her three 3-pointers and
Stephanie Couto (7 points) also sank
a 3-pointer.

The Blue Devils got out of their
game at beginning of fourth quarter
and the Cougars capitalized with a
pair of 3-pointers, a lay-up and a free
throw. With 4:01 remaining, Cougar
Angela Renna (3 points) went to the
line and sank both free throws to
narrow the score to 47-36 but the
Blue Devils tightened their defense,
allowing only a 2-pointer to Liz
Snyder (7 points) the rest of the way.

“Some of their girls were getting
open shots and our goal is to stay on
top of them,” commented coach
Marino. “Some things I’m changing
on defense and that could have been
a possibility too. They are shooters
and we pulled back a little in the
fourth quarter. We were up by 20.
They started hitting so we went back
to our game plan.”
Cranford   4 12   9 13 38
Westfield 11 18 16   5 50

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE TEMPO OF THE GAME…Gab O’Leary, left, made sure that the Blue Devils controlled the tempo
of the game with 16 rebounds (6 offensive, 10 defensive) and two steals.

JAICHON NETS 19 PTS., 20 RBDS, LAW 10 PTS.,11 RBDS

Raider Cagers Strike Down
Crusaders, 50-41, in UCT
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kaylin Jaichon and Jackie Law
each had a big evening, but the
whole Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team put it
all together to oust third-seeded A.L
Johnson, 50-41, in the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Roselle Catholic in Roselle
on February 21. The sixth-seeded
Raiders previously eliminated 11th-
seeded Hillside, 48-39, on Febru-
ary 18.

Jaichon, the 6’-0” junior center,
fired in a game-high 19 points, pulled
down 20 rebounds and blocked five
shots. Law, a junior forward, poured
in 10 points, including 6-for-6 from
the stripe. She also had 11 rebounds,

five assists, one block and four steals.
Senior guard Molly Meehan airmailed
three basketballs from 3-point land,
added one block and swiped a basket-
ball. Junior forward Laura Degnan
sank nine points and had six rebounds.
Junior guard Kathryn DeCataldo had
four assists, three rebounds, one steal
and one point. Senior forward Emily
Meehan contributed three points.

Monica Slodowski paced the 16-4
Crusaders with a career-high 15-
points, including two 3-pointers, and
Marissa DiCosmo fired in three 3-
pointers for nine points.

“We played good defense, held
them down early when we were not
playing well on offense, and that got
us back into the game. We didn’t let
them get away from us. That was
big,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce
Davis. “We started playing better,
moving the ball and penetrating into
the zone, getting the ball into Jackie
in the middle, getting the ball down to
Kaylin. Then we were able to take
advantage of our rebounding ability

and pounding them on the glass. We’re
a tough, physical team and we played
them tough physically tonight. Our
kids are ready to play hard and tough
basketball right now because we play
a tough schedule all year long; teams
like Linden, Shabazz, Elizabeth,
Marist, etc. We lost to top 10 teams in
our eight losses so we’re ready to play
the tournament.”

After a low-scoring 5-5, first quar-
ter, the Raiders got the drop early on
the Crusaders, outscoring them 17-
10 in the second quarter. The Raiders
demonstrated their physical domi-
nance under the boards, took away
the outside shots and penetrated of-
fensively. Jaichon bucketed six points,
Law sank 4-for-4 from the stripe,
Molly Meehan hit a 3-pointer and

Degnan rolled in a lay up.
“We got Degnan into the game. She

is a big guard, good offensive
rebounder and adds a different di-
mension to us out on the perimeter.
She can shoot a three and can hit
baseline jumpers,” said coach Davis.

“If we are going to get points, we
have to take it to the hoop and that’s
exactly what we did. Our block play-
ers had some huge rebounds, came
out and did what they needed to do
and great shots won the game for us,”
Degnan added.

The Raiders won the third quarter,
9-8. Molly Meehan sizzled a right-
sided 3-pointer. Jaichon, Law and
Degnan had two points each.

On assists from DeCataldo and Molly
Meehan, Jaichon netted eight of the
Raiders’ 19 points in the final quarter,
while the Crusaders put in 18. Molly
Meehan nailed her third 3-pointer, Law
scored four points and Emily Meehan
scored a bucket, while DeCataldo and
Degnan each hit a free throw.

“We knew coming in that we needed
to be physical against this scrappy
team. Coach has been trying to have
me work on my outside game and I
made the shots when it counted,” said
Law. “Kaylin makes such a huge dif-
ference in these games. Never seen a
player block so many shots. She got

coordinated and nobody got a shot in.
Unbelievable!”

“Some people have a duo, while
we have a trio. We look for seams in
the defense, make sure to run hard,
block shots, rebound, push it up for a
quick lay-up or shot in other cases
and play together well,” added
Jaichon. “They were doubling down
on me in the first half, so we had to go
through other options. I tried to re-
bound when I could, help them both
defensively and offensively, and when
it came down to the wire at the end,
we hit our foul shots.”

The Raiders advanced to the UCT
semifinals to face Westfield on Feb-
ruary 18.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5 17   9 19 50
AL Johnson   5 10   8 18 41

510 Codding Road Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday, February 24th 1—4PM 

Abundant sunlight, a two-story entry foyer and a fabulous 
flow fill this young Colonial with a dramatic ambiance. 
The interior boasts hardwood floors, tray, box beam, ca-
thedral & vaulted ceilings and plentiful closet space. The 
living room and formal dining room are complemented 
by a fire lit family room that adjoins the fabulous kitchen 
and breakfast area. The master bedroom with walk-in 
closet & full bath, three more bedrooms, a walk-up to the 
third floor, second floor laundry, a delightful yard with 
deck and a convenient location, close to town & trans-
portation, craft a home that is easy to move in to. Pre-
sented for $835,000. Dir: Rahway to Codding 

 Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

 908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
  NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Kerry McDevitt
• Top Sales Month of January
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kerry McDevitt
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kerry in, and he’ll bring results!

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Blue Devils Stop
Raiders in UCT

defense stuck so close to Jaichon and
Law that the Raiders’ shooting turned
to ice as the Blue Devils won the third
quarter 8-1 to take a 13-point lead.

“Great defense by Gab (O’Leary –
8 rebounds, 3 points), Tara and Anne!
Underneath, we tried to focus on
them,” said Miller. “It worked!”

Miller (2 offensive rebounds) also
played a huge defensive roll in the
third quarter, with five of her 11 de-
fensive rebounds.

The Blue Devils made matters even
icier with a fourth-quarter freeze. The
Raiders scored only three points, while
the Blue Devils scored 14 points and
hit eight of 17 from the free throw line.

“We were up by 13 points and we
figured we were going to make them
earn it. We were going to hold it as
long as we could. The girls knew that
we just had to take a quality shot at
that moment,” said coach Marino.

“I’m really confident going into
the finals. We are comfortable in ev-
erything we do,” said Miller.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10   9   1   3 23
Westfield 11 14   8 14 47

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON DEFENSE, DANGEROUS IN SCORING…Raider Molly Meehan, No. 24, not only was tough on defense but
she also banged in three 3-pointers against the ALJ Crusaders.

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

REVA BERGER

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

Open House Sunday, February 24, 2008  1-4PM
150 North Cottage Place, Westfield

Young & Lovely

This lovely young colonial, located on a quiet circle of homes, offers 8 rooms,
4 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths.  The condition is pristine and all the best
amenities are included for your convenience.  Spacious rooms and open
flow make a perfect setting for entertaining family and friends for years to
come.  Directions:  South Avenue to Summit Avenue to right on Cottage,
bear right to North Cottage.  Offered at $799,000.  WSF0953

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 906 Irving Ave.
Westfield . . . Charm & sunny 3/4 bedroom colonial. LR w/ fireplace and built-

ins, FDR, EIKitchen w/separate eating area, den and office. Master BR has

dressing room and full newer bath. Newer family bath w/whirlpool. 4
th
 BR

captive.  Rec RM, Wlk-up attic, hwflrs, CAC, 2 cg, brick patio, good size lot.

Walk to town.      $629,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 101 Clifton St.
Westfield . . . Renovated 3 BR split level. LR w/wood-burning stove, FDR, Rec

Rm, new kitchen floor & counter,  refinished cabinets & newer appliances.  All new

interior paint top to bottom, refinished hwfl, all new doors.  Many new windows,

CAC, fenced rear yard, (91x110), 1CG.  Close to town.      $479,000.


