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YINGLING RECORDS PIN, JENNINGS GETS DECISION

Blue Devils Rip Tigers, 56-18,
In Mat Regular Season Finale

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jey Yingling and Ryan Jennings
recorded impressive victories and the
Westfield High School wrestling team
polished up some of its moves in a 56-
18 win over visiting Linden in the
regular-season finale on February 15.
The Blue Devils won all but one of
the nine contested bouts.

After five contested bouts and two
forfeits, awarded to Linden, the Ti-
gers held an 18-12 lead entering
Yingling’s bout with Emanuel Ramos
at 112-lbs. Yingling slicked a low
single takedown then split the up-

rights with a punishing Spread Eagle
maneuver to record the fall in 1:27.

“It’s the second kid he has gotten
this year and it’s the second kid who
has limped off the mat,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “I was
more impressed with Jey’s first
takedown than with his pin.”

Earlier, in the afternoon’s second
bout, Blue Devil Bill Kim scored a
takedown in overtime to earn a 3-1
decision over Dan Castro at 171-lbs.
Zach Frantz wore out Tiger Carl
Johnson to claim a 7-4 decision at
189-lbs and heavyweight Joe Kania
chalked up a pair of takedowns be-

fore using an old fash-
ioned head-in-arm
Perry pin to extin-
guish Austin Frank in
3:00.

After Yingling’s
victory, Blue Devil
Nick DeFreitas
decked Carl Holley in
1:17 with a half nelson
at 119-lbs. At 125-lbs,
John Barnes worked
on his repertoire of
pinning combinations
to claim a 16-0, tech-
nical fall in 4:35 over
Vince Curtis at 125-
lbs.

“I worked half
nelsons, arm bars, just
basic stuff, nothing
too risky,” said
Barnes.

“We threw a couple
of things in for John,
some things we were
playing with in prac-
tice the past couple of

days. We told him to go out and give
it a shot. He did! He had a nice little
Japanese Whizzer. We were working
a different finish off our half nelsons,”
said coach Kurz.

Christian Barber worked a series of
impressive takedowns, beginning
with a Russian trip, and had an 11-4
lead over Juan Santiago before pin-
ning him in 5:12.

“Christian! We wanted him to get a
little work on top. He really opened it
up on his feet and put on a nice
takedown clinic,” said coach Kurz.

Ryan Jennings had the Tigers’
toughest customer in the final con-
tested bout at 145-lbs. Josh Eliscar
recorded a first-period takedown but
Jennings came back with a fireman’s
takedown in the second period. With
the score tied, 3-3, in the third period,
Jennings added an escape, another
takedown and a three-point nearfall
to record a 9-3 victory.

“Ryan has been coming through
for us all year. He’s giving up some
weight, wrestling up at 145,” said
coach Kurz. “We knew, as that match
went on, that he was going to pick
him apart. That’s his conditioning!
That’s his hard work!”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Nick Cuerrea (L) p Erik Gozdieski,
4:44
171: — Kim (W) d Castro, 3-1, OT
189: — Frantz (W) d Johnson, 7-4
215: — Walt Karasiewicz (L) won forfeit
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Frank, 3:00
103: — Mike Rozycki (L) won forfeit
112: — Yingling (W) p Ramos, 1:27
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Holley, 1:17
125: — Barnes (W) tf Curtis, 16-0, 4:35
130: — Barber (W) p Santiago, 5:12
135: — Pat Younger (W) w forfeit
140: — Joe Panarese (W) won forfeit
145: — Jennings (W) d Eliscar, 9-3
152: — Matt Shaffer (W) won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPLITING THE UPRIGHTS AT 112-LBS…Blue Devil freshman Jey Yingling, right, punishes Tiger Emanuel Ramos with
a Spread Eagle pinning maneuver and records the fall in 1:27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONDITIONING WINS…Blue Devil Ryan Jennings,
front, scored six points in the third period to defeat Josh
Eliscar, 9-3, at 145-lbs.

BLUE DEVILS BREAK WHS POWER-POINT RECORD

Lady Blue Devils Demolish
BridgeH2O for Section Title

By J.B RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Breaking school records in the 200-
medley relay to open the meet and the
400-freestyle relay to close it – and
getting two, re-broken school records
from sophomore Suzanne Lemberg –
the Westfield High School girls swim
team, the Blue Devils, rolled to a 102-
68 victory over Bridgewater-Raritan
(B-R) on February 18, in the North
Section 2 Public A final at Lincoln
Community Pool in Bayonne.

The Blue Devils, who won the state
Public A title last February, were
ranked second in the state, while B-R
was No. 3 (Immaculate Heart is No.
1). B-R had met with WHS in De-
cember, posting a 92-78 victory.
Things were expected to be closer
this time.

But first-year coach Brooke Smith
had her team primed for some big
swims, and got way more than she
expected, including a school-record,
4,649 power points.

“Everyone is so excited right now,”
Smith said. “We had so many great
swims. Catherine Maguire in the
breaststroke (lifetime best 1:09.55);
Lizzy (Hawkins) in the 100 back;
Steph Albright came out of nowhere
to swim a 5:32 in the 500. Becky
(DeLaFuente) got within a second of
the school record in the butterfly and
then came right back to get second in
the 500 free.”

Smith mixed her lineup well, pull-
ing Lemberg off the 4x50 freestyle
relay and using her in the butterfly on
the medley relay, with Hawkins, Kate
Heffernan and anchor Lauren Sullivan
(L-Sull). That foursome kick-started
the big day with a 1:51.69, taking .33
of a second off the old school record,
which had stood since 1982.

The girls on that old record in-
cluded Patty Wysock in the back-
stroke, Janney Zonnevylle in the
breast, Fran Schmidt in the fly and
Jen Frawley on the anchor. Zonnevylle
and Schmidt are still the school
record-holders in the breast and fly,
respectively.

“Finally that medley relay record
came down,” Hawkins said. “We’ve
been after that one for so long. I’m
just so happy right now. I’m so proud
of every girl on the team.”

“We were really ready for this one,”
senior captain Alexi Kuska said. “Sun-
shine [Lemberg] and I were up
emailing each other at seven in the
morning.

“[The team] warmed up at Berke-

ley [Aquatic Club] and we all agreed
that the energy was palpable. Lauren
Sullivan wanted to just starting rac-
ing B-R at eight in the morning, she
was that excited,” Kuska continued.

“Coach Smith not only gave us a
lineup that allowed us to beat
Bridgewater, she also placed us in
lanes that encouraged top times and
more competitive races. In the 500, I
raced all by myself, while Becky and
Stephanie raced against the top B-R
girl. As a result Becky got second
place and Steph swam a lifetime best
5:32,” Kuska said.

Lemberg had yet another spectacu-
lar meet, winning both sprints in
school-record times: 23.59 in the 50
free (earning All-America honors for
it) and 52.84 in the 100 free. In addi-
tion to the record medley relay, she
anchored the record-setting 400-free
relay.

Kuska, who has an All-America
consideration time in the 500 free,
was her dominating self again, win-
ning the 200 (1:54.27) and 500
(5:03.91), both just off her school-
record times in both.

She also split a 24.42 anchor leg on
the 4x50 free relay of Sullivan, Emily
Budnick and Meredith Smith that won
in 1:41.82, the fourth fastest in school
history. Then Kuska swam a leadoff,
53.37 split (No. 2 on the Top 15 List)
on the 4x100 foursome with
DeLaFuente, Hawkins and Lemberg
that clocked a 3:38.02, more than two
full seconds faster than the previous
mark, set earlier this year.

The Devils got top performances
from every girl on Monday, including
junior Abby Ryan and freshmen Ally
Rose, Olivia Scrofani, Kylie Bangs
and Meg Kavaney.

“We knew Bridgewater was going
to come after us and be much stronger
than last time,” said Hawkins, whose
butterfly (1:01.50) and backstroke
(1:01.61) times were lifetime bests.
“I still can’t believe some of the times
we did. Times were dropping left and
right. We weren’t about to let anyone
stop us from another state champion-
ship.”

Among the standing-room-only
crowd in Bayonne was Jaime Ruszala,
coach of last year’s state champion
team, the Blue Devils. Now married
and living in San Francisco, she turned
down a mini-vacation to Hawaii with
her husband to fly to New Jersey and
watch her old team squad.

WHS is swimming in the state semi-
finals today, time and place not avail-

able at press time, against Montclair,
which defeated Randolph to win the
North 1 title. A win today would put
the Devils in Sunday’s 2 p.m. final at
The College of New Jersey.

In the other semifinal today, it will
be West Windsor-Plainsboro (WW-
P) South against Egg Harbor. WW-P
South is the team WHS beat in last
year’s state final.

‘“Our motto all year has been
‘Poise’ and ‘Grit,’” Kuska said. “We
don’t waste any energy boasting or
bragging. We just focus on our goals.”

“The thing about this team is that
they just never give up. They keep
bringing it. And they have fun and get
along, which makes it easier,” Kuska
continued.

“The girls have worked hard and
had the courage to trust Brooke and
that her training would see them
through. They bought into her accel-
erated form of training early on and,
now, they’re just reaping the rewards
of the work they’ve done. But we’re
not done. We’re like the wind in the
trees. Our opponents may not hear us
coming, but after we leave, they know
we were there,” Kuska said.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD
ELEGANT HOMES PRESENTS THE

PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities &
an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious
19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-
in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butlers pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $619,000

CLARK COLONIAL $699,000WESTFIELD CENTER HALL COLONIAL $865,000

Gracious Ranch with an open floor plan just a short distance to town. This lovely home,
situated on a large corner lot offers a formal living room with a fireplace, dining room and
bright kitchen opening into a wonderful summer porch. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 car attached
garage and numerous opportunities for expansion.  MLS # 2483923

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Pristine Center Hall Colonial with great flow. This wonderful home features a living room
with hardwood floors, dining room with hardwood, large family room with wood burning
fireplace, eat-in-kitchen with cherry cabinets and sliders to deck, 1/2 bath, laundry/mud
room. The 2nd floor boasts an oversized master bedroom with hardwood floors, full bath
and walk-in closet. Three additional bedrooms all with newer carpeting, full bath and double
size hall linen closet. Huge unfinished basement gives room to expand. Oversized 2 car attached
garage with loft. Park-like property and beautiful deck. Extremely well maintained and updated.
MLS # 2478774

WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD GEM $1,399,900
This architectural gem blends old world elegance with 21st century technology. An arched
mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front facade. Ten foot high windows,
with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which opens to a formal
dining room, gourmet chefs’ kitchen & step down family room with 10 foot ceilings. Oversize
windows throughout flood the open floor plan with natural light. The master bedroom features
a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet and balcony overlooking the rear
property. Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom, 4 full & 1 half bath home
offers 4900 SF of beautifully crafted living space.  MLS # 2462117

A wonderful opportunity - this totally renovated colonial has it all! Includes: 4 Bedrooms; 2
1/2 Baths; charming front porch; 2-story entrance foyer; custom wood stairwell & railing;
hardwood floors throughout; Andersen windows; stylish eat-in-kitchen with stainless steel
appliances; walk-in pantry and Corian counters; 2-sided gas fireplace in Living Room/Family
Room with stone hearth; recessed lighting; high and dry basement; spacious yard. Master
bath features corner whirlpool tub and double vanity. 2 car detached garage.  MLS # 2436774

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $497,500
Welcome to a large 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial home. The entertainment sized living
room features hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The large dining room will
accommodate holiday dinners. The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances. The family room has
a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard. A large master bedroom
features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area and full bath. Two additional
bedrooms, each with hardwood floors and a full bath complete the 2nd floor.  MLS # 2451433

High School Section
Swimming Results:

BOYS SWIMMING:
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN 104,
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 66
200 medley relay: B (David Yao, Jus-
tin Chen, Brian Barr, Frank Cuzzola)
1:54.85
200 free: Barr (B) 2:10.58
200 IM: Zack Peart (S) 2:20.94
50 free: Cuzzola (B) 26.18
100 fly: Ernesto Daset (B) 1:06.07
100 free: Cuzzola (B) 57.62
400 free: Matt Kendall (B) 4:42.10
200 free relay: B (Chen, Tom Rinaldi,
Daset, Barr) 1:47.37
100 back: Peart (S) 1:03.19
100 breast: Chen (B) 1:14
400 free relay: B (Daset, Yao, Barr,
Cuzzola) 4:00.23

GIRLS SWIMMING:
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN 105,
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 65
200 medley relay: S (Kate Johnson,
Kelsey Rossi, Mary Henkels, Mel-
issa Helock) 2:07.1
200 free: Erin Dahl (B) 2:16.23
200 IM: Helock (S) 2:32.2
50 free: Casey Stahl (B) 27.76
100 fly: Hannah Gonzalez (B) 1:09.15
100 free: Maria Valenzuela (B) 1:01.32
400 free: Dahl (B) 4:49.85
200 free relay: B (Alex Enny, Sara
Kucsan, Gonzalez, Stahl) 1:56.47
100 back: Henkels (S) 1:07.3
100 breast: Rossi (S) 1:17.41
400 free relay: B (Stahl, Kucsan,
Valenzuela, Gonzalez) 4:22.06


