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Devil Swim Boys Overpower
BridgeH2O for Section Title
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bowling Has Been
Right Up Tirone’s Alley

Since coming to Westfield in 1968,
Mike Tirone has coached junior high
school baseball, wrestling and foot-
ball, along with the WHS bowling
team since its inception in 1982. By
his records it’s more than 1,000 games/
matches … and it seems he has a story
to go with every one of them.

A four-sport (football, basketball,
baseball, track) athlete at Lyndhurst
High School in Bergen County, Tirone
earned a track scholarship to Evangel
College in Springfield, Mo. After col-
lege he got a job at Westfield in 1968
as the head coach of the eighth grade
football team and ninth grade baseball
team at Roosevelt Junior High School.
And he got a quick introduction into
what made both sports so successful
on the varsity level.

“I had to attend meetings with Gary
Kehler (football) and Norm Koury
(baseball),” Tirone said. “At the time
my brother Ed (now WHS’s girls ten-
nis coach) was working at Edison as
a football, basketball and baseball
coach. We had many discussions on
what makes a good coach and our
conclusion was: ‘Pick Gary’s brain,
figure out what he did and apply it to
our situations.’ ”

For those who don’t remember,
football under Kehler was pretty ba-
sic: block, tackle, special teams. Do
those things well and your team will
do well.

“I have tried to emulate Gary by
understanding the fundamentals of the
game,” Tirone said. “So I break down
the game of bowling and teach players
the fundamentals of every aspect: ball
placement, hand position, wrist posi-
tion, approach, swing, release. And I
make sure we are doing those things
better than our opponents.”

It must be working. According to
Tirone’s records, his WHS bowling
teams have won nearly 400 matches,
along with three Union County cham-
pionships, eight sectional titles and
two state titles, in 1994 and this past
Monday. And he’s got stories for al-
most every one of the teams.

Could anything ever top the state-
champion 1994 squad? After going
18-2 (losing to Linden and Summit)
and not winning the conference,
county or sectional titles, the team
caught fire at the state tournament
and won the big one. The lineup fea-
tured Greg Rhodes, Jason Smith,
Shaun McNamara and, last but hardly
least, the Masino twins, Dan and Matt,
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who also played drums and standup
bass, respectively, in The Hot Rod
Gang, a local rockabilly band.

“(The Masino brothers) were 6-foot-
2 cowboys and they would show up at
matches and practices with big cowboy
boots, long, slicked-down black hair
and KISS shirts,” Tirone said. “Their
mom worked so we made a deal where
I would pick them up and take them to
practice and then home after practice.
My reward was I could go and see them
play with their band. And I could also
watch them practice in their garage, as
long as I didn’t touch the 1970 car they
were restoring.

“And their sister, Tracy, was the
best female bowler we ever had. Her
main interests were modeling and
looking pretty. During her senior year
(1998, she was co-captain) Kearny
had the best team in the conference
and was the overwhelming pick to
win it undefeated. My plan was
simple: I put Tracy at anchor to pres-
sure their best bowler. We were also
undefeated with Evan Baum (299 high
game), Scott Bridgeman (300 at
sectionals) and Brett Rosenblatt (734
series). So, Tracy’s job was to smile
and high-five the guys after they would
strike or spare. In one of the biggest
upsets in WHS history, we won 5-2
and stole the conference.”

Did you hear the one about Mike
Tirone, the team bus driver?

“On our first trip to the state finals,
in 1989, thankfully we were leaving
early,” he said. “At the light on Elm
Street and East Broad, there’s one car
in front us and the driver signals for a
right turn onto East Broad. I check
my side mirror and start to pull for-
ward going straight on Elm. As I start
forward, the kids yell, ‘Look out
coach!’ BANG! I hit the car in front of
me. After he started to go, he had
stopped to let a pedestrian cross the
street. The police came and had to
interview every person on the bus
before we could leave. We finally got
to the finals and finished 13th out of
13 teams and it cost me $300 a year
for three years on my insurance.”

Tirone always gets a special joy out
of WHS’s success in bowling. Bowl-
ing, along with pool/billiards, have
always had a semi-seedy reputation.
And, given Westfield’s current repu-
tation as a power in “country club”
sports like swimming, tennis, golf
and lacrosse, the bowling team’s suc-
cess brings a smile to Tirone. Ironi-
cally, when he came to town in the
late 1960s, there was more of a rough-
neck reputation to most sports at
WHS, with power teams in football,
wrestling, basketball, baseball and
track and field. But bowling was defi-
nitely a very popular free-time activ-
ity in the pre-computer era, and there
were many places to participate: The
Rec on North Ave. (most recently the
N.J. Table Tennis Club), the four lanes
at the YMCA (now rooms for
children’s classes), Echo Lanes in
Mountainside (now a movie complex
on Route 22), Clark Lanes (now a
workout facility) and Blue Star Lanes
in Watchung.

Except for three years in the mid-
1980s, Tirone’s teams have known
nothing but success. And a lot of that
has had to do with his having some

outstanding captains (he calls them
“assistant coaches”). And, of course,
there are stories to go with them.

“Jeff Hemer (’92) would set up our
schedule each week, he would think
of everything, all I had to do was
show up,” Tirone said. “I made a deal
with him. We would play chess dur-
ing lunch study. If he lost to me he
would have to mow my lawn. I had to
mow my lawn for 3½ years before he
had to mow it once.

“And there was Andrew Royston
(’03), who taught me how to not worry.
He would call me just about every
night during his senior year and let
me know what we needed to be con-
cerned with the next day. ‘Did I know
we played Union tomorrow?’ ‘Did I
know Pete was sick?’ He had con-
cerns every night. I would assure his
concerns would be addressed the next
day, and then he would say, ‘That’s
good, now I can go to sleep.’ ”

Some of his best memories are what
Tirone calls “rags to riches” stories,
and two of his personal favorites are
Andrew Shannon (’97) and Alex
Wronski (’07).

“When Andrew came out as a fresh-
man, he had never bowled before,”
Tirone said. “At the end of his fresh-
man year his average was 89. ‘Why
does my ball always go in the gutter?’
he would ask. I thought that maybe
bowling wasn’t going to work for
him. One day during his junior year
he shouted, ‘Coach, I have it!!’ He
had finally learned to swing and re-
lease the ball to get revolutions. He
was voted team captain his senior
year and became the most depend-
able captain I ever had.”

“When Alex came out for bowling,
he thought he was going to be a star.
I was happy to hear that until I saw
him bowl. His ball would either go in
the gutter or just get a few pins. ‘Please
help me, coach.’ ‘How can I improve?’
‘Am I doing this right?’ His freshman
average was 95. But he worked hard
in the off-season and he came back
improved. During his senior year Alex
was all-county and our team won the
conference, county and sectional
championships and finished with a
26-1 record. And Alex had a team-
best 206 average.

“Our reward, besides winning the
championships, was we all learned
how hard work and persistence can,
and does, pay off in the end.”

Good times, good times ... the wins,
the titles, the bus rides, the 300 games
by Hemer, Scott Bridgeman and, ear-
lier this year, Arley Rojas. But time
marches on and, one of these days
soon, Mike Tirone will pack up his
bowling ball and his scrapbooks of
memories and head off into that sunset
where all coaches/teachers eventually
go. Few will have more memories.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” he said,
before remembering one more tale to
tell. “Did I mention the year (1969) I
coached wrestling at Roosevelt? I
didn’t know anything about the sport,
but we went 9-1. I had (future WHS
state champion) Kurt Stiefken on that
team, and he taught me everything I
needed to know.”

DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
a) Bill Kenny, Gary Grabel, Jerry

Armstrong, Pete Adelaar, Bill Dun-

ham, Bob Treut, Tim Gordeuk, Jon
Gordon, Steve Jones.

b) Dave Brown, Paul Bockus, Stan
Warne, Mark Dennis, Rich Gottlick,
Dan Morash, Chris Campbell, Walt
Heinger, Pete Shearer.

c) Tim Kenny, Dave Tinnesz, Dave
Brown, Jerry Gottlick, Joe Birming-
ham, Bill Hunziker, Chuck Cosenza,
John Williams, Jim Howard.

THIS AND THAT
Monday was quite a day to be a

WHS fan: Eric Curialle rolled a 299
game and the Blue Devils captured
the Group 4 bowling title; the girls
broke four school records – with
Suzanne Lemberg involved in all four
– and break the school power-point
record in a stunning 102-68 sectional
final win over Bridgewater-Raritan;
the boys swim team put up the sec-
ond-best power point total of the past
15 years to win another sectional title,
109-61 over Bridgewater; and the girls
basketball team routed SP-F 47-23 in
the UCT semifinals, avenging last
year’s UCT title-game loss and ad-
vancing to tomorrow’s title game.
With Kerri Pringle and Steph
Slodyczka back from injuries, coach
Joe Marino has an 11-deep squad. …

Congratulations to Erin Miller, who
was recently honored as a McDonald’s
All-America nominee in girls basket-
ball. The senior guard is WHS’s all-
time scoring leader with nearly 1,600
points, and is among the all-time girls
leaders in rebounds, steals and, most
importantly, assists. …

WHS will host the District 11 wres-
tling championships this weekend (to-
morrow night and Saturday). John
Barnes is a returning champion for
WHS, while Matt Shaffer and Joe
Kania have good shots at titles this
year. WHS has never finished higher
than third in coach Glen Kurz’s nine
years, taking two thirds and three
fourths. A two-time champion him-
self, Kurz has coached 14 district
champions, including Barnes, Colin
MacKay and Mark Boyd a year ago.…

Word is that Shaun Cherewich will
be returning to the coaching sidelines
this spring, taking over as the fresh-
man boys lacrosse coach. Cherewich
started the school’s lacrosse program
in the late 1970s and coached it to
over 200 wins and state titles in 1986
and ’87 before stepping down in 1996.
Marc Silbergeld will be the new var-
sity, switching places with former
coach Gerry Benaquista, now an as-
sistant principal at Union.

DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
Who were WHS’s nine district

champions on the a) 1967, b) 1973
and c) 1975 wrestling teams? (And
that was back when there were only
12 weight classes, not the current 14.)

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Eric Curialle,
Jesse Embry, Brett Ettinger, Arley
Rojas and Matt Marcus. Those five
bowlers rolled some serious scores
Monday as WHS won the state Group
4 championship.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Blue Devil Bowlers Win
Group 4 State Crown

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team won the Group 4 State Cham-
pionship with a record-setting day at
the Brunswick Zone Carolier Lanes
in North Brunswick on February 18.

The Blue Devils broke two state
records.

Record 1: Westfield bowled the
highest game in the history of the
tournament (1,239). Senior captain
Eric Curialle shot a 299 game and
senior co-captain Brett Ettinger rolled
a 276 game. Both players had 11
strikes in each game. Jesse Embry
shot 258, Matt Marcus shot 214 and
Arley Rojas shot 192.

Record 2: Westfield shot the high-
est series ever in state history with a
3,403 three-game total (games of
1076, 1,239 and 1,088, respectively).

“All I can say is wow,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.

Curialle had the high series of the
day with games of 233 and 241, to go
along with his 299, for a 773 series.

Embre shot 723 with games of 207,
258 and 258. Ettinger shot 175, 276
and 223, for a 674 series. Marcus shot
243, 214 and 191, for a 648 total.
Rojas shot 218, 192 and 175, for a
585 series.

“This is one of the most amazing
stories in sports. It will be hard to
duplicate that kind of bowling,” said
Coach Tirone. “That bowling only
happens in your dreams, I still can’t
believe the team actually did it.”

Bowling in the Group 4 finals was
Cherry Hill East, last years’ cham-
pion (by 9 pins over Westfield), and
the No. 1-rated team in The Star-
Ledger over the last month of this
season.

Cherry Hill East finished with 3,072
total for the day. Woodbridge, ranked
No. 2 in the state, shot a 3,092. The
previous high series was 3,188 by
Manchester Township in 2003.

After the state championships,
Westfield, Sayreville (Group 3),
Ewing (Group 2) and Roselle Catho-
lic (Group I) competed in a “baker
roll off” to determine the Tournament
of Champions (TOC) winner.

Westfield, seeded first, rolled
against Roselle Catholic, seeded
fourth. Sayreville, seeded second,
faced third-seeded Ewing. Roselle
Catholic won 3-1 and Sayreville won
3-0. In the finals, Sayreville won the
TOC with a 3-1 score over Roselle
Catholic.

“They both had personal bests in the
200 free (1:50 and 1:52), Oster fol-
lowed with a best in the 100 free (50)
and Max [Blum] had a best in the 500
(5:10). Junior Matt Morgan had a
couple of outstanding swims, taking
third in the 200IM and 500 free (5:07)
Granstrand and John Taylor both broke
a minute in the back, which was huge.”

The last state title for WHS came in
2004, when the current seniors were in
eighth grade. WHS was eliminated by
Bridgewater on a power-points
tiebreaker in the 2005 sectional final,
then lost to B-R on the final relay in
2006, when the Panthers captured the
state title. Last year, WHS advanced to
the state final, where it fell to Cherry
Hill West, again on the final relay.

Among those who had spectacular
time drops were seniors Granstrand,
Matt Haddad, Mike Rediker, Jon Holt
and Matt Gelmetti, five of the many
high school-only contributors to
WHS’s success.

Granstrand broke a minute for the
first time in the 100 backstroke, clock-

ing 58-plus, while breaking up a po-
tential 2-3-4 by B-R. Haddad went
23.1 for his leg on the B 200 free
relay, while Rediker clocked a 53.89
in the 100 free, Holt won a 23.4 relay
split and Gelmetti swam a lifetime
best, 1:05-plus, to earn key points.

WHS is back in action today in
the state Public A semifinals, against
North Section 1 champion,
Ridgewood, which the Devils de-
feated in last year’s semifinals.

A win in today’s semifinal round
would put Knight’s crew in Sunday’s
3:45 p.m. state final at The College of
New Jersey, for what could be a his-
toric event. Since the team tourna-
ment format started in 1987, no school
has won both the boys and girls title
in the same year. WHS has a good
shot at doing just that.

“I think all the guys are really start-
ing to realize that we can be state
champs this year,” DeLaFuente said.
“And I think that realization might
have been the most important ob-
stacle we had to overcome.”

W
hoever said that lightning can’t strike

twice has never met Clark’s Lori

Kazanowski. For the second year in a row,

Kazanowski, a real estate agent with All Towne

Realty of Clark, will be honored by the Greater

Union County Association of Realtors

(GUCAR) for attaining “Gold” level status

(based on home sales and listings.) 

One of only 11 realtors in the entire county to

receive the Gold award, Kazanowski said that it

was “a great privilege to be recognized” by her

peers. “This might sound corny, but I really love

my job,” said Kazanowski. “All Towne Realty

has a great energy and my associates and bro-

kers are a constant source of inspiration and

motivation.” Kazanowski was referring to bro-

ker/ owners Ronald Simone and Nora Haddow,

who have worked with Kazanowski for the

majority of her 24 years in real estate.

“Lori is the consummate realtor,” said

Haddow, “we’re very proud of her success.”

“Don’t forget,” added Simone, “this is a chal-

lenging market, and Lori continues to stay on

top. That’s saying a lot.”

Kazanowski has seen the market change

many times during her career, “prices and sales

peaked in the summer of 2006,” she said, “but

that doesn’t mean that people aren’t buying or

selling.”

“A realtor needs to be very creative when

presenting a property,” said Kazanowski. “A

sign on the front lawn and a blurb on the inter-

net just isn’t enough. I customize a marketing

plan for every one of my clients and I provide

excellent service. These are the qualities that

any top producer should possess.” Despite

reports that home sales in the North East contin-

ue to slide, Kazanowski remains optimistic and

expects another exceptional year.

LOCAL REALTOR
STRIKES GOLD!

(AGAIN)

Lori Kazanowski

Lori Kazanowski
2006 NJAR Circle of Excellence

#1 All Towne Realty Agent

for 2007 Listings and Sales

Direct: 732-453-2489
Cell: 732-713-4984

www.alltownerealty.com


