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Zogby Poll: McCain Beats
Clinton But Loses to Obama

A new Zogby Poll has shown that
Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.), the
likely Republican nominee for Presi-
dent, would defeat Senator Hillary
Clinton (D-N.Y.), by a 42 to 37 per-
cent margin, but lose to Senator
Barack Obama (D-Ill.), 47 to 37 per-
cent. The online survey of 7,468
“likely voters” was conducted be-
tween February 8 and 11 and has a
margin of error of plus/minus 1.2
percentage points.

Andrews Faces Challenge
In Bid for 11th Term

Politickernj.com has reported that
Rep. Rob Andrews (LD-1, Camden)
is facing a Primary Election chal-
lenge from A.S. Mahdi Ibn-Ziyad, an
Air Force veteran and member of the
Camden County Democratic Com-
mittee. He charged that while Mr.
Andrews has sponsored 526 bills in
his 19 years in the House of Repre-
sentatives, only four of them made it
to the floor of Congress, and none
became law. Mr. Andrews has been in
Congress for 20 years.

Grand Jury Indicts
Former Bergen Senator

A federal grand jury has indicted
former state Sen. Joseph Coniglio
(LD-38, Paramus) on corruption
charges, according to news reports.
Coniglio has been the subject of a
grand-jury investigation regarding
$1.6 million in state grant money his
former employer, Hackensack Uni-
versity Center, received while he was
a state senator. Coniglio was a $5,000-
per-month plumbing consultant for
the hospital from 2004 to 2006. He
did seek reelection last year.

Tom Moran Leaves
Ledger for PSEG

Politicker.com has reported that
Star-Ledger political columnist Tom
Moran, a Westfield resident, has left
the paper to take a job with PSE&G.

Town CFO Arrested
For Stealing $10,000

Dennis Gerber, 57, of Saddle
Brook, former chief financial officer
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of Lincoln Park, has been arrested
and charged with stealing more than
$10,000 from the town, The Star-
Ledger has reported.

Gerber was charged with official
misconduct and theft. He resigned from
the $84,000-a-year job on February 8.
He posted the $25,000 bail and was
released pending a court date.

Brothers Plead Guilty
In Linden to Bribery Scheme

Frank Rose, the former head of
Linden’s Neighborhood Preservation
Program, has pleaded guilty in federal
court to accepting $189,000 in bribes,
according to The Star-Ledger. Rose
pleaded guilty to steering 126 contracts
valued at $5.2 million to six contrac-
tors, including his brother, Anthony
Rose, who headed Linden’s Depart-
ment of Parking and Transportation.

Anthony Rose said he bribed his
brother to gain 37 contracts valued at
$1.33 million for two construction-
maintenance businesses in which he
had an interest. The older Rose moved
to Florida last year when Mayor Ri-
chard Gerbounka came to office but
continued to run the program and
threatened to sue the city when it
demanded he show up for work to his
$90,000-a-year job.

Kyrillos Passes on Run
For U.S. Senate in ‘08

State Senator Joseph Kyrillos (LD-
13, Middletown) has opted not to run
for the U.S. Senate seat that will be
contested in November. He would have
joined a field that includes millionaire
businesswoman Anne Evans Estabrook,
State Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD-
26, Morris Plains) and economics pro-
fessor Murray Sabrin. They are vying
to challenge incumbent, Sen. Frank
Lautenberg in November.

ASSISTING COPS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, left,
Union County Police Chief Dan Vaniska, second from left, and Union County
Emergency Management Director Ben Laganga, right, show Linden Police Deputy
Chief Sal Bivona, center, and Fanwood Police Chief Donald Domanoski a breaching
kit, which allows police quicker access into a locked building in an emergency.

Gazsi and Golush Named UC
Chairs of Citizens Campaign
WESTFIELD — The Citizens’

Campaign has announced the appoint-
ment of its Union County chairs,
Shirley Gazsi and David Golush.

Ms. Gazsi has worked in the commu-
nications and marketing area of the
nonprofit world for more than 20 years,
with institutions such as The Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and Co-
lumbia University. She was co-found-
ing producer for National Public Radio’s
“On the Media” and worked on projects
with Walter Cronkite and Sigourney
Weaver. She authored  a report used to
brief President Bill Clinton on joint
United States/Africa projects.

Mr. Golush is a certified public
accountant with 35 years of experi-
ence in public accounting, Wall Street
and private equity. He is treasurer for
the Center for Civic Responsibility
and helped the New York City Police
and Fire Widows’ and Children’s
Benefit Fund raise more than $120
million. He also serves on the Board
of the Jewish Federation of Central

New Jersey and was a member of
Westfield Republican Committee.

“As county chairs, Shirley and
David will join other Citizens’ Cam-
paign Chairs throughout our state in
ridding New Jersey of its reputation
for corruption by building a culture
of service capable of drawing new
leaders from outside the political es-
tablishment,” according a Citizens’
Campaign release. “They will em-
power regular citizens to take leader-
ship roles in government and politics,
and promote government reforms
which increase citizen power.”

They will assist in coordinating citi-
zen leadership forums and Citizens’
Campaign reform law presentations
in their county. To date, nine Citizens’
Campaign model ordinances have been
adopted throughout Union County.

Harry Pozycki, chairman of the
Citizens’ Campaign said, “By lend-
ing their leadership to the campaign,
Union County citizens have two great
leaders to work with them.”

Corzine Seeks Input
 On State Budget Cuts

Governor Jon Corzine has added a
new tool on his website allowing citi-
zens to suggest spending cuts in the
upcoming state budget visting  nj.gov/
governor and clicking the “Direct Citi-
zen Input on Reducing Spending”
button.

Oh Yes, It’s a Fundraiser Comedy Night for

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Get ready for some fun as

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
Rodney Laney and Lisa Landry deliver

STAND-UP COMEDY

Wed. Feb. 27 – 6 to 9 pm
CROSSROADS AT GARWOOD

78 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ – 908-232-5666

$150 per person  – includes buffet dinner
Information: please call Mary at 908-322-7000

(Adults only)

Paid for by Bramnick For Assembly: 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ.  Dan Conolly Treasurer.

35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”

The Shovlin family is proud to be serving
our customers and the community for
over 20 years.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

Congressional Hopefuls
Prepare for Conventions

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Republican Sev-
enth Congressional District candi-
dates gathered Monday night to dis-
cuss their stances on pressing issues
with members of the Westfield GOP
committee.

The district includes sections of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties. Rep. Michael
Ferguson, a Republican from New
Providence, who was first elected in
2000, opted not to seek a fifth term
this year.

All but one of the seven candidates
gathered at the home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), the Westfield GOP com-
mittee chairman.

Meeting with Westfield GOP
committee members at the informal
cocktail reception were Leonard
Lance, a state senator from
Hunterdon County; Kate Whitman,
a former Congressional staffer and
daughter of former Governor Chris-
tine Whitman; Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks; former Warren Town-
ship mayor Victor Sordillo; former
Summit City Council President
Kelly Hatfield; and Tom Roughneen
of Watchung, former assistant pros-
ecutor in Essex and Union Coun-
ties. Chris Venis of Hillsborough, a
government-relations professional
and political operative, did not at-
tend.

Mr. Sordillo said he has been fo-
cusing on winning the party line in
Somerset County, his home county.
“I believe whoever wins the Somerset
County line will win the primary.” He
said the county accounts for about 33
percent of the total vote in the Sev-
enth District.

“But the beauty of our central loca-
tion [is that] we’ll pull more votes
from Union and Hunterdon than the
others will,” Mr. Sordillo said.

He said the central issues voters
care about are the Iraq war and na-
tional defense. A vice president and
global technical services manager for
Chubb & Son, Inc., Mr. Sordillo said
he helped New Jersey establish its
homeland security department and
has “worked in security all over the
world.”

“I believe we need to finish what
we started there (Iraq). And when we
finish there…we will continue to hold
a very important position in the world.
And I want to make sure we spend
more time cultivating our friends
rather than focusing on our enemies,”
Mr. Sordillo said.

Mr. Lance said he hopes “to be
competitive at all four [county] con-
ventions.” The Hunterdon County
GOP will hold its convention this
Monday, February 25, followed by
the Union County convention on Sat-
urday, March 1. Middlesex and
Somerset will hold their conventions
a month later.

“Hunterdon County will produce
the largest vote in the primary,” he
said. “But I would not choose one
county over another. I think they are
all key.”

He said a candidate who wins a
convention “has a leg up.”

Mr. Lance said he sees the key
issue as “fiscal responsibility” and
comparing “[the Republican
candidate’s] position with that of
[likely Democratic nominee for Con-
gress] Linda Stender.” Mrs. Stender
is a state assemblywoman and
Fanwood resident.

“And I believe I am best able to do
that because we both have voting
records in the Legislature,” Mr. Lance
said. “I am New Jersey’s leading op-
ponent of borrowing without voter
approval, and I have the courage of
those convictions regardless of which
party controls Trenton. I will vote my
conscience in Washington regardless
of who is in control.”

Meanwhile, Ms. Hatfield said she
has been “running against Linda
Stender. That’s how I view this (cam-

paign).”
“It’s the economy,” she responded

when asked about the main issue con-
cerning Republican voters. “They are
upset about [the lack of] fiscal disci-
pline in Washington.” She also listed
the national debt and high property
taxes, as well as federal income tax as
voters’ main concerns.

“That (high property taxes) is the
reason people are moving out of
New Jersey,” Ms Hatfield said. “The
other paramount issue is national
security.” She criticized Congress
for not taking action to extend the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA).

Ms. Hatfield accused the Demo-
cratic majority in Congress of putting
“the rights of the terrorists over pro-
tecting [national security].”

Ms. Whitman said she has been
going door-to-door to meet with
GOP committee members to dis-
cuss her stances on hot-button is-
sues and to dismiss any notion that
she expected to win solely because
of her name.

She said taxes is among the issues
she has been talking about, saying
Hunterdon County residents pay the
highest alternative minimum tax
(AMT) in the nation, with Somerset
County citizens paying the third high-
est. The AMT is aimed at higher-
income earners.

“[People are mostly concerned
about] the economy and taxes,
healthcare, security and the war in
Iraq,” Ms. Whitman said.

“Obviously, I want to bring our
troops home as soon as possible,” she
said, noting she supports the deci-
sions of military leaders on war deci-
sions, “not politicians in Washing-
ton.”

“Linda Stender wants to bring
the troops home the day after she’s
elected, which is not reality,” Ms.
Whitman said, saying she does
not support a timetable for exiting
Iraq.

Mr. Roughneen, who joined the
race in January, said he grew up in
Union Township and lived a year in
Mountainside before serving in the
military and going to law school. He
has been in the Army Reserves for 20
years and has three brothers in the
military.

“I come in as the underdog, obvi-
ously,” Mr. Roughneen said. He said
federal spending is a big issue. He
said programs would have to be cut if
Social Security and Medicare are to
be preserved. “It’s got to be a wakeup
call. You can’t wait until the train
wreck [before being more fiscally
responsive].”

Deadline is Monday
To File BOE Seats

AREA — All three Westfield Board
of Education incumbents and one
current Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education member have filed for
reelection to their board seats.

 The deadline to submit nominat-
ing petitions is this Monday, Febru-
ary 25, by 4 p.m.

In Westfield, Ann Cary, Alice
Hunnicutt and Gary McCready have
filed. No other candidates had filed as
of Tuesday.

SPF BOE member Warren McFall
of Scotch Plains has filed for another
term. The seats held by Donald Parisi
and Fanwood representative Sasha
Slocum are also for election this year.
No other candidates have filed.

The seats of Mountainside BOE
President John Perrin and board mem-
ber Scot Worswick expire this year.
No other candidates had filed as of
Tuesday.

Only former Garwood BOE mem-
ber Linda Koenig has filed for a seat
in Garwood. The seats of Gary Maher,
Christine Guerriero and Monty Brown
are up this year.

Nominating petitions can be picked
up in the respective BOE business
offices.

Kean, DeCroce Question
Constitutionality of PBC

Soil at Clark Schools Did
Not Meet State Guidelines

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD  — The Garwood Board
of Education reported on Tuesday that
topsoil used during construction
projects at three Clark schools, includ-
ing Arthur L. Johnson High School
(ALJ), which services Garwood stu-
dents, failed to meet guidelines set forth
by the New Jersey Schools Develop-
ment Authority (SDA).

The board also said it will begin
reviewing applications for the super-
intendent position. The deadline for
applications was last week. A new or
interim superintendent needs to be
named by May 15. Teresa Quigley
has served as acting superintendent
since Wilfred Murphy’s retirement in
December due to illness.

A fact sheet provided by the Clark
school district stated the soil, a major-
ity of which was placed at ALJ, con-
tained slightly elevated levels of poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs).
Officials stressed there was no health
risk posed to students or staff.

“They did insist that there was no
health hazard with this because the
levels were so low,” said Christine
Guerriero, the Garwood liaison to the
Clark Board of Education.

The SDA required that D&K, a
general contractor working on con-
struction projects in the Clark school

district, provide certification of the
topsoil used at the schools to show
that it was “free of rocks, boulders
and foreign debris.”

The soil was spread in May, but by
January the SDA had still not received
certification of the soil. On January 4,
the SDA required the contractor to
conduct a test of the soil. These tests
showed elevated levels of PAHs, which
are often found in asphalt. After re-
viewing the findings of the report with
the state departments of health and
environmental protection, the SDA de-
termined that there was no health risk.

The SDA enforced the stipulations
of the contract and required that D&K
replace all topsoil at ALJ as well as at
Frank K. Hehnly Elementary School
and Carl H. Kumpf Middle School, the
other schools where the soil was used.

“It was just because the contract
called for this, and they got that,” Ms.
Guerriero said.

The replacement plan calls for the
first six inches of soil to be removed
from the sites and for tests to be con-
ducted to ensure that no PAHs spread
into the remaining soil. The Clark school
board also has requested an indepen-
dent review of soil at district schools to
ensure it is free of contaminants.

The replacement was to be com-
pleted earlier this week, barring
weather delays.

TRENTON — State Senate Re-
publican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) and Assembly Repub-
lican Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) have asked the non-
partisan Office of Legislative Ser-
vices (OLS) to examine the constitu-
tionality of Governor Jon Corzine’s
proposal to grant a Public Benefits
Corporation (PBC) an exclusive fran-
chise to manage New Jersey’s toll
roads, questioning whether the plan
violates the state’s constitutional pro-
hibition against special legislation.

Mr. Kean and Mr. DeCroce said
that the issue arises under Article IV,
Section 7, paragraph 9 of the New
Jersey Constitution, which states,
“The Legislature shall not pass any
private, special or local laws... Grant-
ing to any corporation, association or
individual any exclusive privilege,
immunity or franchise whatever...”

Specifically, the draft bill requires
the successor to the New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority, the Capital Solutions
Corporation (CSC), to enter into a
long-term concession agreement with
the yet-to-be-created PBC. The bill
requires that the CSC “enter into a
concession agreement with the PBC
on a sole-source basis, giving it the
exclusive right to operate maintain,
manage, expand and improve any or
all assets of the CSC specified in the
agreement during the PBC conces-
sion period and to impose, adjust and
collect tolls and charges.”

“The language of the state consti-
tution clearly prohibits the Legisla-
ture from ‘granting any corporation
or individual any exclusive privilege,
immunity or franchise whatever,’” Mr.
Kean said. “Due to the private nature
of the PBC, this agreement appears to
fall within that prohibition, and we
believe that OLS should weigh in on
the constitutionality of the Governor’s
toll hike plan immediately.”

“On its face, this appears to be a
violation of the constitutional prohi-
bition against granting a corporation
an exclusive franchise, and we are
asking OLS if they concur in this
opinion,” Mr. DeCroce said. “We al-
ready know that this plan is not fis-
cally prudent, but now it appears the
Governor’s proposal is not even con-
stitutional. If that is the case, it would
be the final blow to this already
troubled proposal.”


