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POLICE BLOTTER

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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Westfield
Monday, February 11, a resident of

South Avenue filed an assault report,
stating that a friend of a friend had
grabbed her by the arm inside an auto-
mobile on the 700 block of South Av-
enue. The victim was uninjured and no
charges were filed.

Monday, February 11, Shannon
Johnson, 18, and Trevorald Parrish, 19,
both of Plainfield, were arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
South Avenue and charged with under-
age possession of alcohol. Each of the
individuals was released with a sum-
mons.

Monday, February 11, Katheryn Greb,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Union
Police Department on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants. She was re-
leased after posting a total of $186 bail.

Monday, February 11, James Abate,
39, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Boulevard. One of the war-
rants was from Newark, with $200 bail,
and the other was from Clark, with $150
bail. Abate was released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, February 12, Reginald Lewis,
39, of Piscataway was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants after a mo-
tor vehicle stop in Scotch Plains just over
the border from Westfield. The warrants
were from Newark, West New York and
Elizabeth, with bail amounts of $350,
$289 and $220, respectively. He was
turned over to the Newark Police De-
partment.

Monday, February 18, Ryan Galbraith,
20, of Kenilworth and Matthew Walch,
19, of Cranford were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and West Grove Street. Both
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, February 13, a resident of

Terrill Road reported that someone threw
a rock at his vehicle and broke the wind-
shield while it was parked in front of his
house.

Wednesday, February 13, Jason Hol-
land, 24, of Montclair was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Thursday, February 14, a resident of
Nicholl Avenue reported that someone
obtained his credit card information and
ordered approximately $500 worth of
items.

Friday, February 15, a resident of Hill
Road reported that someone removed a
bicycle valued at $600, which was left
unlocked in her front yard.

Saturday, February 16, Prince Njoku,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Saturday, February 16, Willie Davis,
26, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing Federal U.S. Marshall warrant
service after he was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, February 16, Michael Tripet,
26, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving-while-intoxicated (DWI)
when officers smelled a strong odor of
alcohol following a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was transported

to headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, February 17, Michael Dong-
Kim, 22, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 13, Lee R. Hale,

57, was picked up from Essex County
and arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside for $500.

Friday, February 15, LC Barnes, Jr.,
23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was given three summonses and
released.

Monday, February 18, Kevin J.
Woodbridge, 25, of Union was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license. Police stopped him on
Route 22 for operating a vehicle with
tinted windows. He was processed and
released.

Fanwood
Thursday, February 14, Maryann

Robinson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of South Avenue on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant. According
to police, she also was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department, police said.

Thursday, February 14, Abraham B.
Moquera, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth
and Bound Brook after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, February 14, Antoine L.
Blount, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, February 16, Stephen C.
Rogers, 38, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Saturday, February 16, Leon T.
Golding, 40, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. According to
police, he also was charged with provid-
ing officers with false information and
receiving stolen property after property
reported stolen from Westfield was found
on his person.

Monday, February 18, Rafael H.
Hernandez, 39, of Elizabeth was arrested
on several outstanding Elizabeth war-
rants and an outstanding Rahway war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue.

Monday, February 18, Christopher R.
Acosta, 19, of Colonia was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle Park warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of South Avenue.

Tuesday, February 19, Joseph H.
Marshall, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department, officials
said.

Tuesday, February 19, Brittany N.
Endaz, 18, of Mountainside was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS) after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she also was charged
with possession of a CDS with intent to
distribute. Bail is pending, police said.

Car Leaves Roadway, Strikes
13-Year-Old Westfield Boy

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERIOUS ACCIDENT…On Monday afternoon, a car driven by a Mountainside
woman on Mountain Avenue near Orchard Street in Westfield left the road, struck
a young boy and smashed into the brick wall of the building at 169 Mountain
Avenue.  The 13-year-old Westfield boy struck by the car was seriously injured.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
& PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 13-year-old
Westfield boy remains in “serious con-
dition” after he was struck by a car
while walking on the sidewalk on Moun-
tain Avenue Monday afternoon,
Morristown Memorial Hospital spokes-
person Rob Seman told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Wednesday.
He suffered head and internal injuries.

The office of patient information at
Morristown Memorial Hospital, Tues-
day morning, told The Times that the
boy was transferred to the Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial and was in intensive care.

Describing the incident to The Times
on Monday, Captain David Wayman
said the boy, Michael Fitzhenry, and his
friend, also 13, had just crossed Or-
chard Street and were walking north-
bound along Mountain Avenue around
2 p.m. when a 2005 Lexus sedan,  driven
by a 75-year-old Mountainside woman,
left the roadway and struck Michael,
dragging him across the 25-foot width
of Orchard Street before hitting the
curb where the victim was dislodged.

“One boy apparently jumped out of
the way, and the other was struck,”
Captain Wayman said on Monday. “He
(the victim) is in the hospital in critical,
unstable condition.”

The boy was airlifted to Morristown
Memorial Hospital. The woman was
taken by ambulance to Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit “for precautionary
measures,” Captain Wayman said.

Reached on Wednesday morning
from the hospital, Paul Fitzhenry, the
boy’s father, told The Times that he is
“encouraged” by his son’s “improve-
ment.”

As of Wednesday morning, Michael
was taken off a ventilator and was
breathing on his own. In addition, a
chest tube, inserted for a collapsed lung,
was removed.

“We believe it’s a step in his recov-
ery, and we feel good about the progress
he has made in the last two days.”

Captain Clifford Auchter said the
woman, Nancy Bregman, was released
Tuesday morning after suffering head
and leg injuries.

“She is cooperating fully with the
police. We still are in the preliminary
stages of the investigation,” Captain
Wayman said.

Captain Wayman said after hitting
the boy, the car continued to advance
and eventually struck the lower level of
a brick building, which houses a dental
office, at 169 Mountain Avenue. The
accident occurred across the street from
the entrance to Mindowaskin Park.

He said the front of the car went
through a basement window and dam-
aged electrical and water meters, “which
caused water to shoot up in the air.”

Captain Auchter said, “Clearly, we
are treating it as very serious. We are in
contact with Union County (the Acci-
dent Investigation Team), Kenilworth
and Linden’s police departments (the
crews who responded). The accident is
under investigation.”

Mr. Fitzhenry requested that the
newspaper mention the work of Tho-
mas Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist, who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.

Dr. Streko, whose office was dam-
aged from the oncoming vehicle, came
out to help the boy immediately. Dr.
Schwartz works across Orchard Street.

“I can’t say enough to thank those
two doctors who treated Michael,” his
father said.

“Their fast response was critical..and
key to his recovery.”

Mr. Fitzhenry also thanked volun-
teer rescue squad members for their
“tremendous support.”

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, when reached for com-
ment on Michael, a seventh grader who
attends a private school in Short Hills,
said, “We were deeply saddened to hear
of the automobile accident which seri-
ously injured one of our Westfield chil-
dren yesterday. We hope and pray for
his complete recovery.”

blymen live off the state trough any-
way. It’s irresponsible. Public offi-
cials have unreal benefits,” he stated.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said, “We’re not attacking the root of
the problem. The root of the problem
is revenue and spending. I am also
concerned about the unintended con-
sequences of raising tolls that high.
New Jersey-based businesses will re-
locate elsewhere to save money. As
more companies move out, this will
impact revenues. Not a simple equa-
tion to assume a toll increase will
raise revenue. It’s more complex with
businesses leaving the state. We must
have a climate friendly to businesses.
Otherwise, you have a point of di-
minishing returns, which is hard to
quantify.

“The pension system is also unreal-
istic. It becomes a tool to supplement
income and encourages career politi-
cians. Trenton is so beholden to spe-
cial interests. Look at what we’ve done
in Westfield. In the past few years,
we’ve removed people from the pay-
roll. Why can’t the state do that? This
is not in the best interest of future
generations. I think he’ll (the Gover-
nor) have a hard time getting it passed,”
Mayor Skibitsky added.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
commended the Governor for taking
on the state’s budget woes and for
making the “unpopular” choice to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Local Officials on
State Fiscal Crisis

lower spending.
Mayor Mahr told The Times, “I

agree with freezing spending and
that’s a significant part of the plan,
which gets overshadowed. The Gov-
ernor is proposing over $2 billion in
cuts, which has never been proposed
before. That’s historic. From attend-
ing meetings and speaking with the
Governor’s office, I think the toll
road proposal will be modified.

“The dialogue is still going on.
People are focusing on the toll hikes,
but there are other components to the
plan. When we hear the Governor’s
state budget address, it will paint a
clearer picture. The $2.5 billion in cuts
and freezing will be addressed. This
will affect every agency and munici-
pality, and all will feel the pinch. It will
be very sobering,” Mayor Mahr said.

“The Governor should get some
acknowledgment for stepping up and
painting this picture, regardless of his
solutions. There will most likely be
another loud outcry when the $2.5
billion in cuts are revealed. I agree that
more discussion about pension obli-
gations is in order. It’s very easy to
have a knee-jerk reaction to his pro-
posal, but until we see what the final
plan looks like and until he passes a
budget, it’s only a dialogue right now.”

The Governor’s proposal and a sec-
tion for public input is on the website
nj.gov/governor.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOW OPEN...Senger Place behind the Scotch Plains Municipal Building is
again open to traffic between Front Street and East Second Street. For the past
year, vehicle access was partially restricted because police and other emergency
vehicles were forced to park in the street during the renovation project.

Mr. Atkins told Mr. Samuel, referring
to Mr. Samuel’s frequent letters to
local newspapers.

Mr. Samuel then stood up, moved
next to where Mayor Martin Marks
was sitting and said he would read the
document “over the mayor’s shoul-
der.” Mr. Atkins called Mr. Samuel’s
behavior “juvenile,” while Mr. Samuel
used the same term to describe Mr.
Atkins’ refusal to provide him the
document. The council then went into
closed session to discuss the legality
of the standoff. After 15 minutes,
Township Attorney Brian Levine said
Mr. Atkins was under “no obligation”
to give the document to “a specific
member of the public.”

Of the $1.356 million in proposed
spending increases in Mr. Atkins’
submitted budget, $1.225 million is
for mandated appropriations. Contri-
butions to the state’s police and fire
retirement systems this year will rise
by nearly $381,000. Fees paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) will increase $107,000 this
year, but rise by about $700,000 in
2009.

Mr. Atkins said the lower fee this
year is due to a credit that is being
distributed to the utility’s 11 member
towns. The $372,000 credit reduces
this year’s initially-expected fee in-
crease of about $450,000, but with
Scotch Plains’ total fee this year be-
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Scotch Plains Budget
ing about $1.22 million — instead of
$1.6 million, thanks to the credit —
next year’s fee increase will be more
than 50 percent higher. Police sala-
ries and wages will increase by
$185,000. Group health insurance
premiums for township employees
are going up by $227,000 this year.

The township manager said the
township’s total cash surplus gener-
ated last year is about $3.4 million,
slightly below the previous year. Of
that total, about $2.55 million was
generated from operations in 2007
such as investment interest, munici-
pal court fees and construction code
fees, with the difference being un-
used surplus from previous years.

The council is not expected to dis-
cuss the revenue side of the budget in
earnest until next month, but Mr.
Atkins provided details about several
revenue sources. Construction code
revenues declined last year from
$959,662 to $580,247, slightly below
what the 2007 budget anticipated.
Interest on township investments rose
by about $50,000, but Mr. Atkins said
declining interest rates of late make it
unlikely that this year will see a simi-
lar result.

For now, township officials are an-
ticipating state aid will be the same as
2007, although Mr. Atkins said it is
possible, given the financial picture
in Trenton, that this could change.
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War Vets
clock dedicated to Korean War veter-
ans.”

Mr. Wussler said this year’s Me-
morial Day parade would honor Ko-
rean War veterans.

Mr. Wussler gave the council printed
information on a clock he had found,
and said he hoped the clock could be
purchased and installed in time for it to
be unveiled on Memorial Day.

Mayor Martin Marks urged Mr.
Wussler to work with local groups,
such as the Boy Scouts, the American
Legion and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s DECA program, on
the fundraising effort. The mayor said
those groups “are always looking for
new projects to be involved in.”

The mayor also recommended that
Mr. Wussler look further at other
clocks so that “the best quality” clock,
not necessarily the least expensive
one, is purchased.

In other business, the search con-
tinues for a successor to Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, who is re-
tiring this summer. Council members
were provided with résumés from
potential candidates represented by
Jersey Professional Management
(JPM), the consulting firm that is
assisting in the recruitment of a new
manager. Earlier this month, the coun-
cil received an initial batch of résumés
for review and comments. And next
week, council members will meet
with JPM to discuss the efforts.

Councilman Kevin Glover provided
an update on the Municipal Volunteer
Day he first proposed earlier this
month. He said dates in early June
were being considered for a picnic to
honor township volunteers and their
families, and that a selection of cater-
ers was being considered.

Mountainside Police Address
Parking Woes at Deerfield

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Responding
to parent complaints, the Mountainside
Police Department has been patrol-
ling the front parking lot at Deerfield
School to crack down on illegally
parked cars during the school’s 3 p.m.
dismissal period.

Corporal Kevin Bettyeman and Pa-
trolman Mike Pasquale have been
moving cars along since last Wednes-
day, when Police Chief James Debbie
was made aware of citizen complaints.

“There is nothing like pulling into
the lot and having to angle around the
cars illegally parked,” parent Kim
Choma said. “The kids can walk to
your car in an appropriate space.”

“The kids are running through the
cars,” Marianne Jennings added. “I’m
surprised someone hasn’t been hurt.”

Many parents complained about the
lack of parking in the front parking lot,
forcing parents to either illegally park
or wait for their children in the lot of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

“If more teachers used the ample
parking spaces in the back of the school,
the problem wouldn’t be as bad as it
is,” one parent commented.

Another parent added that the dis-
missal schedule for both Mountainside
schools, Deerfield and Beechwood,

adds to the parking woes at Deerfield.
“I park in the middle to grab my older
child and rush to Beechwood to pick
up my younger child,” said one mother,
who asked not to be identified.

Corp. Bettyeman said that the cars
parked down the aisles have also posed
a problem for drivers trying to access
handicap spaces. Plus, he added, the
bottleneck of cars trying to get out just
slows everyone down.

In a note to parents, Deerfield Prin-
cipal Jeanette Baubles said, “Police
officials may begin ticketing individu-
als who routinely park or idle their
vehicles in handicapped spots and in
between parking rows.”

“With the police here, I can’t be-
lieve how easy it is to navigate the
parking lot,” Mrs. Jennings said.


