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FAMILY TIME...The Sklar family gathers together during NJPAC’s Theater
Square Grill “Meet and Greet.” Matthew, wearing baseball cap in the center, is
surrounded by, left to right, parents Dr. Talbot Sklar and Susan Sklar, sister
Lauren Sklar, grandmother Eleanor Bouer, sister Amy Doll and her husband
William Doll.

Chansonettes Celebrate
60th Anniversary in Song

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield have recently started re-
hearsal for their spring concert tour
“Sixty and Sensational.”

In May, the group will perform its

60th-anniversary concert before au-
diences at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Hous-
ing on May 8 and 14, respectively.

In addition, the concert will take
place at The Chelsea at Fanwood on
May 13, Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital on May 20, and Oak Ridge in
Basking Ridge on May 21. The pro-
gram will feature songs celebrating
the Chansonettes’ 60 years of perfor-
mances and will include “The Anni-
versary Waltz,” “Anything Goes” and
“Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend.”

The Chansonettes is an all-women’s
choral group, which began 60 years
ago, meeting and singing in various
group members’ homes.

Currently, the group rehearses once
a week at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, under
the direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information, interested in
joining the group, or booking a future
concert may call vice presidents
Nancy Vickers or Claudia Osborne at
(908) 654-8675 or (908) 232-0477,
respectively.
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Lyricist and book writer Chad
Beguelin (left) with Matthew Sklar.

The Wedding Singer Brings
Love and Laughs to NJPAC

Score Composed by Former WF Resident
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Anyone who has
attended a wedding probably knows
what a critical part music plays in the
overall enjoyment of the affair. Simi-
larly, anyone who attended
Broadway’s The Wedding Singer at
The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in Newark last week
got to see why the energetic musical
score, composed by former Westfield
resident Matthew Sklar, was nomi-
nated for a Tony Award.

The marriage of romance and Broad-
way has thrived from its earliest days,
as heroes and heroines frequently use
music to express their feelings. And
the songs performed by The Wedding
Singer characters, Robbie Hart and
Julia Sullivan, are no different.

Well, maybe they are a little bit
different, thanks to Mr. Sklar and
lyricist Chad Beguelin’s ability to
infuse a great deal of humor.

On stage, the year is 1985, and the
shoulder pads are as square as the hair
is big. Mr. Sklar employs keyboard,
drum beats and guitar hooks to evoke
the unique sounds of the decade in
such a way that the audience is even
reminded of specific artists and songs
from that time period.

Only here can Julia earnestly croon
to Robbie to please “Come Out of the
Dumpster” (and the creamed corn
he’s laying in) and have the crowd
chuckling aloud at the absurdity, while
at the same time connecting to the
characters’ feelings and rooting for
their budding romance.

Equally effective is the familiar
hard-hitting “heavy-metal” guitar that
ignites “A Note from Linda,” when
Robbie’s seemingly cold-hearted
fiancée leaves him at the altar.

The show, written by Mr. Beguelin
and former “Saturday Night Live”
head writer Tim Herlihy, remains true
to the popular 1998 movie by the
same name, which was also written
by Mr. Herlihy. However, there are a
few differences.

Robbie resides in his grandmother’s
basement for the musical, while in
the movie it’s his sister’s.

Only two songs from the movie,
“Somebody Kill Me Please” and
“Grow Old with You,” are employed
here, and instead of the latter taking
place on an airplane, it’s now in a Las
Vegas wedding chapel.

And while Billy Idol appears as
himself in the film, the new Las Vegas
setting instead introduces imperson-
ators of 80’s icons like Idol, former

President Reagan and Cyndi Lauper.
By the show’s end last Saturday

night, many audience members were
on their feet in standing ovation.

At a “meet and greet” held at the
NJPAC’s Theater Square Grill after-

wards, Mr. Sklar told The Westfield
Leader and The Times he has enjoyed
seeing the various crowds around the
country react during different points
in the touring show.

He was excited to see the perfor-
mance come to New Jersey, espe-
cially because it’s where the story is
set.

“There’s one line, ‘…when I ap-
plied to DeVry,’ and here, they get
that,” he said.

Mr. Beguelin said he and Mr. Sklar
get along very well after working
together for more than 13 years.

“We have this whole shorthand so
we can work really quickly…and it’s
like we can’t hurt each other’s feel-
ings,” Mr. Beguelin said, citing how
friends can be open and honest with-
out taking criticism to heart.

“Like if something’s not funny, he
can just say to me, ‘That’s not funny,’”
Mr. Beguelin adds.

Weddings tend to bring families
together and, apparently, so do mu-
sicals about weddings, especially
when you’re related to the composer.
A sizeable group of Mr. Sklar’s im-
mediate and extended family mem-
bers sat in the audience last Saturday
night.

Not that this was the first time his
parents, Susan and Talbot Sklar of

Westfield, have attended. His mother
remarked about enjoying this roman-
tic comedy at various venues from
New York City to Seattle, making this
her 34th time.

The storyline may also have struck

a familiar chord, given Mr. Sklar’s
mother met his father when he was a
piano player in a wedding band while
in dental school.

Mr. Sklar’s grandmother, Eleanor
Bouer of Jersey City, spoke highly of
the Westfield Public Schools, saying
teachers recognized and encouraged
his talents as early as kindergarten.

His mother agreed, adding, “Not
only is the school system fabulous,
but the music department is incred-
ibly supportive.”

She shared that when her son was
simultaneously attending Julliard’s
pre-college program while a stu-
dent at Westfield High School
(WHS), he composed a song for a
recital. When given the option to
have the Julliard singers perform it
or to bring in WHS students, he
chose to give WHS students the
extraordinary opportunity.

Mr. Sklar also returned to his alma
mater as a speaker for a recent WHS
graduation.

Mrs. Sklar said fame hasn’t changed
her son one bit.

“He’s very humble,” she said, em-
phasizing what a good person she
believes he is. “And he’ll just always
be himself no matter what.”

When you’re a parent, that’s defi-
nitely something worth singing about.

Alice, Leslie Crump Remain
Integral Parts of Cranford History

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: On May 1, 2007, The
Leader/ Times received an e-mail from a
doctor and associate professor of Biol-
ogy at a community college in Clifton
Forge, Va. The gentleman said he was
trying to locate the family (descendents)
of Alice Crump, an artist in the area who
was now long-deceased. During her final
years, Mrs. Crump was a patient of the
doctor at a nursing home in Rhode Island.

The doctor told the newspaper that “she
was a fabulous portrait artist; her room at

the nursing home was like a gallery. As part
of trying to maintain her manual dexterity,
I encouraged her to do some sketching
again. She was reluctant at first, but (with
the help of her granddaughter, who visited
her almost daily), she produced a wonder-
ful sketch of my toddler son. It was the last
work she ever produced.”

The doctor wished to re-connect with
the family and tell them this story.

The initial request led The Leader/
Times down other avenues, but now, we
have  tracked down information on the
Crump family.

CRANFORD – Leslie Crump didn’t
walk the Minnisink Trail in pioneer
times.

He didn’t fight the British at Crane’s
Mills (former name of Cranford) dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, and Henry
and Cecelia Phillips most likely never
invited him to dinner at the Crane House.

But Mr. Crump, who designed the
Cranford town seal, is inexorably tied
to the history of Cranford.

He and his wife, Alice, also an

artist, moved to Cranford in 1921.
They purchased a house on Central

Avenue and used an apartment, with
a skylight, in the old post office build-
ing on the corner of Alden Street, as
their studio.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Mr. Crump
was employed by Public Service, a
transportation company that ran bus-
ses and trolley cars, as a commercial
artist, illustrating advertisements and
bus-stop signs. In his spare time, he
painted landscapes and pictures of
old homes with Mansard roofs.

Some of Mr. Crump’s paintings hang
in the corridor and meeting rooms of
Cranford’s municipal building.

Four of Mr. Crump’s Cranford land-
scapes hang on the walls of Hanson

House, the home of the Cranford His-
torical Society.

Mrs. Crump focused on portrait
painting. She once estimated that she
painted more than a thousand por-
traits of Cranfordites – sometimes
three generations of the same family.

William Curtis, a trustee of the
Cranford Historical Society, said be-
tween her and her husband, “she was
probably a better-known artist.”

“He did nothing in town. He painted
for his own edification,” Mr. Curtis
added.

Two of Mrs. Crump’s works – a
pencil sketch of her husband and a
sketch of Brigadier General William
Irvine, a local Revolutionary War leg-
end, are also on display at Hanson
House.

According to Mr. Curtis, there is a
story behind General Irvine.

In a letter to George Washington on
January 1, 1780, General Irvine told
Washington that he preferred to set

SEAL OF APPROVAL...Artist Alice Crump created the above sketch of her
husband, Leslie Crump, who is known for creating the Cranford town seal,
pictured when damaged, above, and after restoration, below.
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By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It has been weeks
since Zamba Chicken opened its doors
at 231 South Avenue, and those who
have already tried this delicious pan-
Latin-themed food have returned for
more.

The visual appeal is as attractive as
the olfactory allure. Customers can sit
at a long counter and watch the chick-
ens barbecuing on the open-fire spits
while they wait for their food or while
they enjoy their meal.

Diners can also enjoy their food at
the few tables located at the front of the
restaurant. The orange and yellow walls
add to the warmth and inviting comfort
of this storefront haven.

Of course, the main attraction is the
upscale Latin-style food.

Undoubtedly, Zamba’s moist and
juicy chicken could compete with the
chicken served at the finest restaurants
and prevail. The secret is in the sauce
but don’t ask how it is made, as the
ingredients are so top-secret that one
co-owner has only shared the recipe
with his dog.

Zamba also serves steaks, ribs, sau-
sage, fish, rice, beans, salads, vegetables
and ‘zandwiches.’ All the ingredients
used are pure and fresh.

The owners, John Gennaro and
Steven Haase, are passionate about the
food they serve, and it shows in the
menu. Not only is it tasty and varied,

Artists Celebrate
Black History Month
UNION COUNTY – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is presenting an exhibit of creations by
seven visual artists to celebrate Black
History Month. The artwork, depicting
influences of their black heritage, is on
display at the Freeholders Gallery in
Elizabeth through the end of February.

The Freeholders Gallery is located
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration building on
Elizabethtown Plaza in downtown
Elizabeth and is open to the public from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

For further information about this
exhibit, and other programs and ser-
vices related to the arts and Union
County history, call (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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but it also offers healthy and low-fat
additions – all at reasonable prices.

Zamba Chicken has a full catering
menu in addition to eat-in and take-out
service.

If you haven’t tried it yet, I would
‘Zamba’ on over there. It’s different,
delicious, priced right and just what
Westfield needed. You’ll be glad you
did.

Zamba Chicken is open from 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. from Monday through Satur-
day and Sunday from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Visit zambachicken.com.
Musicales Continue with

Pianist Gayle Martin Henry
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
continuation of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Lent
with a program by pianist Gayle Mar-
tin Henry on Wednesday, February
20, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary
and are followed by a soup-and-sand-
wich luncheon available for $6 in
the church social hall, Patton Audi-
torium.

Ms. Martin Henry has had a distin-
guished career as a concert pianist,
achieving international prominence
as the sole American laureate of the
sixth International Tchaikovsky Pi-
ano Competition in Moscow and only
the third American woman ever to

reach the finals.
Her most recent highlight included

a performance of the Beethoven “Em-
peror” Concerto with the California
Philharmonic at the Ambassador The-
ater in Pasadena.

Last season, her schedule included
performances of Tchaikovsky’s Pi-
ano Concerto 1 and numerous all-
Beethoven concerts, both on
fortepiano and modern Steinway
grands.

In reviewing her solo Alice Tully
Concert at Lincoln Center in 2003,
the New York Concert Review wrote
that Ms. Martin Henry created “a
truly magical atmosphere…and made
this listener smile with pleasure…”

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.


