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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A BALL...Ball in the House, a street-corner soul, funk and hip-hop
vocal group, performed at Chatham High School last week, along with members
of the Columbia Middle School (CMS) Boys’ Chorus. For the chorus, the event
culminated a four-month vocal-training program with Ball in the House. The five-
man a capella band from Boston creates a sound from vocal drums/beatbox and
vocal bass under their pop harmonies, providing entertainment for the whole
family. James Musacchio, choral director at CMS, of Berkeley Heights, applied
for a grant from the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation to bring Ball in the
House to the school in order to promote more male involvement in choral music.

County Awards Grant
To Local Arts Groups

UNION COUNTY – Fifty-four
Union County organizations present-
ing arts programs will receive a total of
$110,685, from the fiscal year 2008
Union County Arts Grant Program.

“That sum represents the major por-
tion of the Local Arts Program grant of
$185,268, awarded to the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
by the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts (NJSCA),” Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.

Clara Fernandez, chair of the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board, explained the Union
County Arts Grant Program process.

She noted that applications from lo-
cal organizations wishing to present
arts activities are initially evaluated by
professional panels and then are re-
viewed by an arts grant committee be-
fore being acted upon by the entire
advisory board.

“We are very excited by the quality
and variety of programs available to
county residents through these pro-
grams,” Ms. Fernandez said.

To inquire about the Union County
Arts Grant Program, or to learn about
other programs, services and volunteer
opportunities through the office, please
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550 or email
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. N.J. Relay us-
ers dial 711.

Locally, the recipients include, but
are not limited to:

FY 2008 RECIPIENTS
CRANFORD

Dennis Jenkins
Celebration Singers

P.O. Box 14
Cranford, N.J. 07016

(973) 446-2282
Popular music programs performed by adult

and children’s choruses, $2,200

Karen Chamis
CDC Community Theatre

P. O. Box 511
Cranford, N.J. 07016

(908) 276-7611
General operating support for three theatrical

productions, $2,600

FANWOOD
Holly Pedicone

Children’s Specialized Hospital
330 South Avenue

Fanwood, N.J. 07023
(908) 301-2522

Multi-discipline enrichment program for
children with disabilities, $2,150

MOUNTAINSIDE
Martin Sklar

August Symphony Orchestra
1001 Charles Street

Mountainside, N.J. 07092
(973) 743-5425

Classical-music concert presented in August

for all audiences, $1,500

SCOTCH PLAINS
Nan Statton

Jewish Community Center of Central N.J.
1391 Martine Avenue

Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 889-8800

Support a full-day jazz festival designed for
all ages open to the public, $1,250

Suba Parmar
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts\

7 Jenna Court
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

(908) 490-0732
Production of “Roopa Viroopa,” featuring

dancers and musicians, $2,000

WESTFIELD
Ann Hoener

Choral Art Society
P.O. Box 2036

Westfield, N.J. 07090
(732) 381-0441

A series of choral music concerts, $2,150

Donald Mokrauer
Community Players of Westfield

1000 North Avenue West
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-9135
Annual series of theatrical productions,

$3,100

Barbara Thomson
First Congregational Church of Westfield

125 Elmer Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-2494
Mid-Day Musicales series of half-hour

concerts, $1,700

Trent Johnson
First United Methodist Church

One East Broad Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-4211
Support Oratorio Singers annual choral

concert, $1,650

Valerie Pineda
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

150-152 East Broad Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 789-9696
The Little Opera Company family opera

series, $3,100

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1and 1/2 popcorns

Hardly original, the idea is good.
That lists Over Her Dead Body’s posi-
tive attributes. Otherwise, you can
see right through director Jeff
Lowell’s ghost story/screwball com-
edy about a suddenly deceased al-
most-bride (Eva Longoria Parker)
who returns to stifle a romance be-
tween her intended (Paul Rudd) and
the psychic he’s dating (Lake Bell).

Also penned by Mr. Lowell, only
the very youngest filmgoers won’t be
able to guess the mundane order of
things. Y’know how you say, “I could
have written that?” Well, in this case
it’d be better not to brag about it.

Yet, because it’s neither preten-
tious, ill willed nor insulting, it’s not
much fun putting it down either.
That’d amount to piling on, when it’s
evident the mass of ineptitude begs
for understanding.

Curiously, it’s not readily evident
just why this film suffers a death
wish, which may be its sole cachet.
Many films have survived a tele-
graphed script. And the acting isn’t
terrible, just unanimated. Both Miss
Parker, as Kate the specter scorned,
and Lake Bell, as her mortal compe-
tition, mouth their lines okay.

Fact is, the thespic bone to pick
isn’t with those beginners, but with
Paul Rudd and Jason Biggs. They
know the score and what it takes to
engage a movie audience. Yet, like
the ballplayer who can’t seem to rise
above the mediocrity of the lousy
team to which he’s been traded, nei-
ther seems willing to save the day.

The lack of inspiration is fatal. Fan-
tasy, more than any other genre, must
at least give the impression that its
actors believe in the flights of fancy
perpetrated. In One Touch of Venus
(1948), Ava Gardner doesn’t doubt
she’s the goddess of love. She sure
convinces Robert Walker’s window
dresser. He in turn assures us he is
completely crazy for her.

Here, one wonders if anyone con-
nected with Over Her Dead Body
even cares whether or not we buy into
the purported chimera. For a para-
noid moment, you fear the cavalier
and clueless service – lately preva-
lent at the supermarket, the car
mechanic’s and the department store
– has infected this film.

Nevertheless, after about 15 min-
utes, whether it’s because you plunked
down $9.50 or have succumbed to the
movie’s underdog status, you want to
know how things will turn out for the
unconventional love triangle. You root
for some sort of redemptive surprise.
It never happens.

But then, since you wrote the script

(or could have), you knew that. How-
ever, for the benefit of those who
haven’t read your screenplay, good
form dictates a brief synopsis, begin-
ning with Kate meeting her ironic
demise under the weight of a fallen
angel ice sculpture. A brief period of
hardly credible mourning follows.

Maybe it’s been a few weeks now,
and Chloe (Lindsay Sloane) fears that
brother Henry isn’t moving on quick
enough. Hey, it’s California. So, she
suggests what any of us in the same
predicament might try: consult a psy-
chic and get permission from the
dearly departed to proceed with your
life. Naturally, it doesn’t hurt if the
medium is pretty.

Wearing the same dazed and con-
fused look throughout the film, Paul
Rudd’s Henry has misgivings. Clair-
voyant and caterer (one has to make
ends meet) Ashley says it’s only nor-
mal. After all, he’s a veterinarian, a
man of science. They spar. And while
the crystal ball doesn’t immediately
broadcast it, the two are falling in
love.

Problem is, concerned Chloe hasn’t
been playing according to Hoyle. To
convince bro of Ashley’s powers, she
slipped her the dead gal’s diary. The
deception soon leads to the prover-
bial tangled web. To further compli-
cate matters, it turns out Ashley really
has paranormal talents. And guess
who she can see?

Yep, Kate is back, so to speak.
Personifying an incantation many a
spouse has issued to his or her be-
loved whilst in life (“I’ll haunt you
if…”), she’s here to make sure Henry
takes no lover after her. Except that in
a slight twist on the curse, because
the new romantic interest is wired for
such things, it’s much easier to vex
Henry through her.

Since only Ashley can see the re-
sentful apparition, a la Marion and
George Kerby in Topper (1937), ex-
pect the usual ‘heh, heh, heh’s’ that
perfunctorily accompany this sort of
forced confusion: i.e., “Who are you
calling a jealous idiot?”

“I wasn’t speaking to you.”
“Huh?”
Miss Parker appears more bored

than perturbed in her heavenly mis-
sion. Whether it’s because her char-
acter is wasting an afterlife or she
regrets the bad career move is uncer-
tain. Regardless, it doesn’t take a
mystic to know that a quick burial in
the box-office ratings awaits Over
Her Dead Body.

Over Her Dead Body, rated PG-13,
is a New Line Cinema release di-
rected by Jeff Lowell and stars Eva
Longoria Parker, Paul Rudd and Lake
Bell. Running time: 95 minutes.

up encampments in Cranford “in pref-
erence to Westfield” because he con-
sidered Cranford a “better neighbor-
hood,” in terms of having a river
between the American troops and the
British, and one that was “more con-
venient to both Elizabethtown (Eliza-
beth) and Rahway.”

According to an oral-history ac-
count made by Mrs. Crump in 1968,
Mr. Crump worked on the design of
the Cranford Township seal during
the summer of 1962 and presented it
to the township committee in the fall,
on October 3, 1962.

Five days later, Mr. Crump died of
a massive heart attack.

Determined to see her husband’s
idea come to fruition, Mrs. Crump
assisted with both the design of the
seal and its creation. Local sculptor
Elwood Post did the actual plaster-
work.

The original plaster casts used to
make the township seal are on display
at Hanson House.

The 40-pound seal hung in the
common council chambers until the
early 1990s. A building renovation
project accidentally damaged the
original creation. Mr. Curtis esti-
mated that during the painting of
the chambers, the seal was taken
down and put on its edges, thereby
damaging the piece and causing let-
tering to be knocked off.

“Then the original seal was stored
in the basement of town hall, and
replaced with a reproduction,” said
Mr. Curtis, who restored the seal in
2005. It now hangs in the Cranford
Municipal Building’s public meeting
room.

Mrs. Crump maintained the studio
on Alden Street until 1981. In 1987,
she moved to Warwick, R.I., to be
near her daughter, Joan. Mrs. Crump
died in 1987, at the age of 93.

Though both are long gone, the
legacy left by Alice and Leslie Crump
remains an integral part of Cranford
history.
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SPFHS Jazz Festival Will
Extend to Two Nights

SCOTCH PLAINS –The public is
invited to attend the 11th annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Jazz Festival, which, for the
first time ever, will be held on two
nights – Tuesday, February 19, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. and Friday, Febru-
ary 29, beginning at 5 p.m. at the
Manya Ungar Auditorium at SPFHS.

The SPFHS Jazz Festival, in con-
junction with the International Asso-
ciation of Jazz Educators (IAJE), has,
in recent years, become one of the
premier high-school jazz events held
in the state of New Jersey.

On Tuesday, February 19, the jazz
bands from Bridgewater, Randolph,
J.P. Stevens and Belleville high
schools will join SP-F Jazz (“Spiffy
Jazz”) and the SP-F Jazz Lab bands
beginning at 6 p.m.

On Friday, February 29, beginning
at 5 p.m., Spiffy Jazz and the SPF Jazz
Lab band will perform along with the
2007 Division II N.J. State Champion
Moonglowers Jazz Band from SPFHS.

Joining them on February 29 are the
premier jazz bands from nine New
Jersey high schools – Westfield, South
Plainfield, Carteret, Willingboro, Sen-
eca, Northern Burlington, Jackson,
Bridgewater and J.P. Stevens.

On both nights, each band will per-
form three numbers, ranging from

the traditional, Latin, jazz-rock and
big band genres.

The festival is presented as a com-
petition, with awards given for “Best
Overall Band,” “Best Section,” and
“Best Soloist,” adjudicated by the
IAJE. Admission on each night is $5
for adults and $3 for students and
senior citizens. Food and beverages
are available both evenings.

This Boys’ Chorus is Not
Your Typical ‘House Band’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – How do you motivate
middle-school boys to join an a cappella
chorus?

That’s the secret choral director Jim
Musacchio of Columbia Middle School
in Berkeley Heights shared with an
audience at the Ball in the House con-
cert presented at nearby Chatham High
School’s auditorium.

Mr. Musacchio brought in a five-
man a cappella “mouth band” that per-
formed and conducted workshops with
the boys over a four-month period.
Then, he watched his vocal program,
which started with only six boys, swell
to almost 40 in size.

Director Musacchio called the turn-
around in the boys’ vocal-music pro-
gram “an amazing transformation.”

Decked out in their jet-black, silk-
screened T-shirts that boasted the Ball
in the House logo, the boys sat in the
first two rows of the auditorium while
their professional role models enter-
tained last Friday night.

The middle-school boys didn’t sing
until the last two numbers of the two-
hour show, so they had plenty of time to
see the professional singers do their
thing.

Teenage girls in the audience did
what they do best; they screamed,
swooned and swayed to favorite songs
or lifted their cell phones high overhead
in tribute.

The young boys in the front rows
kept turning around trying to glimpse
the adoring high-school girls. What a

way to get young boys involved with
music – just show them its effect on
girls, and you’ve got them hooked.

Some of those same girls and their
male classmates, comprising the Gov-
ernor Livingston chorus, were the ones
who opened the show with a rousing a
cappella medley of doo-wop tunes un-
der the direction of Mr. Musacchio.

The Ball in the House band is an
example of ingenuity and talent that
merges to produce a sound unlike any
other. Close your eyes, and you think
there’s a full set of drums on stage; yet,
it’s a single person, a percussionist,
making the sound of a snare drum, the
high-hat cymbals and a thumping bass
drum by doing something called “beat
boxing.”

The rest of the five-man group con-
sists of a bass, baritone, tenor and a high
tenor. Numbers from their repertoire
included, “Ain’t No Sunshine When
She’s Gone,” “Let’s Stay Together”
and, a Motown favorite, “You are My
Shining Star.”

At last, when the middle-school boys
were introduced, they enthusiastically
bounded on stage to take their places on
the risers, ready for their much-awaited
debut. They joined the professional band
in singing the famous Stevie Wonder
hit “Superstition,” followed by “My
Girl.”

At the end of their energetic perfor-
mance, the preteens got a standing ova-
tion plus a little taste of the adulation
“American Idol” stars must feel.

And that is how you get boys in
middle school to sing.

Area Singers to Perform
At Choral Conference

AREA – Ten members of the Cel-
ebration Singers Children’s Choir were
chosen for the All-Eastern American
Choral Directors Association (ACDA)
Conference Honor Choirs. They are
performing at the biennial Eastern Di-
vision ACDA conference, held in
Harford, Conn., from now until Satur-
day.

The honor choirs will perform for
choral directors from around the east-
ern United States during the closing
concert of the conference.

The students were chosen from
among thousands of submitted audi-
tion tapes from the top choral students
in the northeastern United States.

Tom Pedas directs the Celebration
Singers Children’s Choir and spon-
sored some of the children. The other
members were sponsored by their re-
spective choral directors from Terrill

Middle School in Scotch Plains,
Wardlaw Hartridge School in Edison,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and Cranford High School.

Taylor Diken from Fanwood and
Madhumita Parmar from Scotch Plains
were chosen for the All Eastern Junior
High Honor Choir. Vangelis
Dimopoulos from Scotch Plains was
chosen for the All Eastern High School
Honor Choir.

In Hartford, they will rehearse, along
with students from other states, under
the direction of nationally known cho-
ral directors and will then perform in
the closing concert for more than 2,000
choral directors and parents.

During the conference, the choral
directors will have the opportunity to
attend workshops, lectures and con-
certs. Next year’s national ACDA con-
ference will be held in Oklahoma City.

Canada’s Eve Goldberg Sings
In ‘Powerful’ Concert Series
AREA – The Watchung Arts Center

continues the second season of its brand-
new concert series, “Powerful Women
of Song,” by presenting Toronto-based
singer/songwriter Eve Goldberg on
Saturday, March 1, at the Watchung
Arts Center, located at 18 Sterling Road.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16.00. Purchase concert tickets online
by going to watchungarts.org, clicking
on Eve Goldberg and finding the link to
the tickets.

Ms. Goldberg has performed her

trademark mixture of folk, blues, coun-
try, bluegrass, old-time and jazz in ven-
ues ranging from small house concerts
to the Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C.

For more information, visit
evegoldberg.com. Ahrre Maros, owner
of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in Westfield
and host of the award-winning Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield, presents the series.

For more information on the series,
call (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com.

SWISS MISS AND MISTERS…Above,
from left to right, are Ted Schlosberg;
Ambassador Christoph Bubb, Consul
General of Switzerland in New York;
and members of the International
Alphorn Ensemble Martina Struck,
Walter Metzger, Bill Carter and Dana
Sylvander. They performed on Febru-
ary 2 in the Grand Ballroom of the Pierre
Hotel in New York at the 2008 Swiss Ball.
They played the American national an-
them and various Swiss pieces.

Choral Art Society Offers
‘Rousing’ Rendition of Orff

By SAM JULIANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Mr. Juliano, a critic,
attended the Choral Art Society’s
January concert and wrote the fol-
lowing review.

The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, entering its 46th year, appeared
at the Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit on January 19 in front of a
packed audience.

Carl Orff ’s eternally popular
Carmina Burana and a less-familiar
piece by opera composer Benjamin
Britten, titled Rejoice in the Lamb,
were performed without an orches-
tra; yet, the compelling vocals and
perfectly modulated percussionists
gave these great compositions im-
pressive readings.

Orff’s Carmina Burana works quite
well without an orchestra, as the
haunting progression of the famed
“O Fortuna” introduction and closing
worked particularly well with this
well-prepared choral ensemble.

The Choral Art Society, under the
direction of James Little and joined
by the New Jersey Youth Chorus,
aptly presented this established Ba-
varian favorite, so well employed in
films, theatre and in the pantheon of
popular culture.

Britten, the famed British opera
composer of Peter Grimes, Billy Budd,
Death in Venice and a host of others,
made his mark with numerous non-
operatic compositions, including his
shattering War Requiem and this gor-
geous short choral work, which pre-
ceded the intermission leading up to
the Orff.

At the January performance, Mary
Beth McFall on piano, Kathleen
Healy-Wedsworth on piano and or-
gan, John Leister on Timpani, and
percussionist Judy Hirschmann ex-
celled.

CAS soloists Howard Thompson,
baritone; Matthew Hughes, tenor;
Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano; and
Sharon Lynn Byrne, alto, delivered
beautifully rousing turns in the up-
lifting performance.

Mr. Thompson in particular had
the audience enraptured with his deep
voice and stylish cadences, but the
entire group was exemplary, and the
CAS received very able support from
the talented New Jersey Youth Cho-
rus.

All but a few of the 67 singers in the
choral society participated in the rous-
ing Saturday night recital, with 23
sopranos and 21 altos dominating the
membership, but the CAS bass and
tenor sections purported themselves
well with vigorous tempos and clear
diction.

It is a testament to the dedication
and artistry of the Choral Art Society
of New Jersey that its rendition of
Orff’s classic was within hailing dis-
tance of recent presentations at Avery
Fisher Hall and other famed Manhat-
tan venues, all with orchestral ac-
companiment.

The Choral Art Society, under the
leadership of President Suzanne Beeny-
Jones, on May 17, will present Porgy
and Bess Concert Suite by George
Gershwin and Frostiana by Randall
Thompson at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway.

REGION CHORUS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) students
performed recently at the Central Jersey Music Educators Association’s 2008
Region II High School Women’s and Mixed Chorus Concert. Pictured, from left
to right and front to back, are Allison Killeen, Shannon McGovern, Victoria
McNally, Kathryn Cockrell, Kate Barker, Samantha Mannino, Gabriella Napoli,
Thomas Cristiani, Charles Centinaro, Matthew Kersey, SPFHS Choral Director
John Brzozowski, Andrea Redmount, Lauren Cutrone, Michelle DeSantis, Sruthi
Narayanan, Timothy Carroll, Roger Liu, Vangelis Dimopoulous, Mangesh
Tamhankar and Lindsay Traiman. Julia Babis is not pictured.

Monday Feb. 25, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday Feb. 28, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday Mar. 1, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Monday Mar. 3 from 3 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  MARCH 3

Wed., Feb. 27 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Mar. 1 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Mar. 1 @ 2:00 pm for experienced
or by appointment.
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SP-F Students Perform
At Region II Chorus

SCOTCH PLAINS –Twenty Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
students performed in the Central Jer-
sey Music Educators Association’s 2008
Region II High School Women’s and
Mixed Chorus Concert held on Sun-
day, January 27, at Hopewell Valley
Central Regional High School.

These students were selected out of
hundreds of New Jersey high school
students who auditioned for the two
ensembles.

Donald Dumpson of Westminster
Choir College conducted the Mixed
Chorus, and Lourin Plant of Rowan
University conducted the Women’s
Chorus.

In addition, SPFHS student Laura
Reusch was selected to perform in the
Region II Band.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Over Her Dead Body:
Ghost Tale Lacks Spirit


