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Blue Devil Icemen Rap
Bulldogs, Fall to Crusaders

The 11-8-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team fell to division rival
(11-5-3) A.L. Johnson, 5-3, at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on Febru-
ary 6 but recovered to defeat (1-13-1)
Jonathan Dayton, 9-3, at Union Sports
Arena on February 8.

Against the ALJ Crusaders, the Blue
Devils led twice, including a 27 minute
stretch spanning all three periods. Cru-
sader star Nick Villaverde led a four-
goal, third-period comeback with three
scores and a helper, finishing the night
with five points. Sophomore Daniel
Reyman and senior co-captains Craig
Esposito and Jimmy Bender led the
Blue Devils offensively.

Bender scored early in the first
period off Reyman’s assist, but
Johnson’s Jozef Kapel, assisted by
Eric Faethe and Villaverde, tied the
score. Four minutes later, Reyman set
up Esposito’s first goal, giving
Westfield the 2-1 edge.

After a silent second period,
Villaverde, on Kapel’s assist, tied the
score four minutes into the third pe-
riod. Villaverde then set up Frank
Travisano’s goal to make the score 3-
2 with under eight minutes remain-
ing. Esposito scored unassisted two
minutes later, off an end-to-end rush,
but Travisano sprung Villaverde for a
breakaway goal, with less than three
minutes remaining. Villaverde’s
empty-net goal sealed the win, with
19 seconds left.

Against the Dayton Bulldogs,
Esposito and freshman CJ Meyer each
had two goals and three assists. The
match was close until late in the sec-
ond period. Dayton drew first blood,
just 70 seconds into the game, as Adam
Frank’s seeing-eye power-play goal
snaked through a crowd, and past the
screened Westfield goalie Caitlin
Whitlock. Whitlock was solid thereaf-
ter, allowing only another power-play
goal, in the second-period.

Bender, assisted by Esposito and
Evan Einstein, scored on a power-
play midway through the first period.
Three minutes later, Meyer assisted

sophomore defender Dylan Moran
for another goal. Meyer then assisted
Esposito’s goal, with 38 seconds re-
maining in the period.

Early in the second period, Frank
connected for Dayton’s power play,
closing the gap to 3-2. Seven minutes
later, Meyer scored twice, one as-
sisted by Esposito, the other unas-
sisted on the power play. Next, sopho-
more Matt Wronski tapped in his first
of the season, set up by strong work
along the boards by freshman Henry
O’Brien and Reyman.

Seven seconds into the third pe-
riod, Esposito, on an assist from
Bender, scored. Two minutes later,
junior Phil Cohn lifted in a
backhander, off assists by Moran and
O’Brien. Under three minutes later,
Bender scored Westfield’s final tally,
from Esposito and sophomore Joe
Kramkowski. Westfield relieved
Whitlock in goal with freshman Mor-
gan Bungerz. Vincent Inneo scored
Dayton’s final goal on the power play.

Raider Wrestlers Stop Ridge
In Group 3 Sectionals, 37-27
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to claim a 9-4 decision at 130-lbs.
“He was beating me up all match.

In the third period, I was getting down
on myself but I had to keep my head
up then I saw the Petersen. There it
was,” said Morrison, who added, “It’s
going good. It’s getting better as I go
along. I’m a lot better than in the
beginning of the season.”

“Wesley! That was a huge match.
The rolls at the end, we practice rolls.
I’m a Granby guy,” said coach Scholz.

At 135-lbs, Raider Dan Gore re-
corded a single-leg takedown, a far
side cradle and a pipe wrench nearfall
to seize an 8-0, majority decision
over Alex Gacos and Raider Mike
Ferrara followed with a pair of
takedowns and a reversal to go with
his strong top control in the second
period to grab a 6-1 victory over
Chris Reilly at 140-lbs.

It is only fitting that a Raider named
Ridge would register a key victory
over a key Ridge wrestler. That is
what happened when Mike Ridge put
together an ankle pick takedown and
a navy ride stack with a penalty point,
an escape, a reversal and a takedown
to earn an 11-6 victory over Bennett
Radinovic at 145-lbs to give the Raid-
ers a 25-0 lead.

At 160-lbs, Trevor Cannon used a
Petersen stack to sack Alex Braunstein
in 3:53 then after Ridge won the next
two bouts by fall to make the score 34-
18, Jacobs had a showdown with Nick
Wilson in a battle of the bruisers at
215-lbs. Wilson scored a quick duck
under takedown but Jacobs escaped.
Wilson added an escape in the second

period and Jacobs escaped in the third
but trailed 3-2. As time was running
down, Jacobs slipped under for the
takedown and held on to win, 4-3.

“I realized that it was probably
going to be a close match. I was
motivated for the match, especially in
front of a big crowd. I didn’t want to
lose in front of my friends and family.
The kid was stronger than I expected
but I felt strong and I think that helped
me win the match,” said Jacobs. “I
knew I had to score because I was
down by one, so I dropped in low in
the last seconds and ran out the clock.”

Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes
scored an escape in the second period
and spent the entire third period at-
tempting to roll Steve Santner to his
back but had to settle for a 1-0 victory.
At 103-lbs, Raider Nowell Whitehouse
was in a rock-and-tumble bout with
DJ Ragonese. Trailing 11-10,
Whitehouse appeared to pull off a
bout-winning reversal but Ragonese
literally held on to win as time ran out.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
119: — Bundy (S) p Tumulo, 2:41
125: — N. Sebolao (S) p Bassin, 2:19
130: — Morrison (S) d Winter, 9-4
135: — Gore (S) md Gacos, 8-0
140: — Ferrara (S) d Reilly, 6-1
145: — Ridge (S) d Radinovic, 11-6
152: — Steve Bercik (R) p Josh Foote,
5:16
160: — Cannon (S) p Braunstein, 3:53
171: — Jon Lorio (R) p Ryan McCarthy,
2:38
189: — Cameron Radinovic (R) p Joe
Sebolao, 1:24
215: — Jacobs (S) d Wilson, 4-3
Hwt: — Blaes (S) d Santner, 1-0
103: — Ragonese (R) d Whitehouse, 11-10
112: — Shane Gana (R) won forfeit

Raider Ice Hockey Boys Spoil
Bernards’ Perfect Record

Led by a spectacular performance
by goalie Brian Jascur, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School ice
hockey team, with a full, healthy
squad, spoiled Bernard’s perfect Blue
Division record with a 1-1 tie at the
Rock in Dunellen on February 9.
Bernards’ record shifted to 16-0-1.

Jascur had 57 saves, allowing only
a single power-play goal off a re-
bound in the first period. Junior wing
Tyler Mattern tied the score in the
second period, roofing a shot over the
Bernards goalie.

The Raiders received a little bit of
lady luck when Bernards clanked one
off the post late in the third period.
Then, in the final seconds, junior wing
Danny Jones, helping out on defense,

saved the tie when he broke up a
Bernards 2-on-1 breakaway. Bernards
had just received an elbowing penalty
with 17 seconds remaining, but won
the face-off in their own zone and
broke out with their leading scorer
and captain, Nick Kasmanian, wait-
ing for the pass. Jones deflected the
pass as time ran out.

The Raiders missed out on the state
playoffs with an overall record of 7-
11-3 at the cut-off date, but secured
the sixth and final Central Blue Divi-
sion play-off spot with a 3-2 win over
St. Joe’s of Hammonton. The Raiders
finished their first season in the Blue
Division and only their second sea-
son as a varsity team with a respect-
able 7-8-3 record.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Association would also like
to thank all those who attended or
made a donation to support the team
at their second Annual Gala
fundraising dinner. Many items were
auctioned, including an autographed
Michael Strahan jersey. The team does
not receive any funds from the school
board and relies on fundraising ef-
forts to help the parents pay the ex-
penses. Also, if any boys or girls are
interested in playing on the spring
middle-school team, please call Russ
Jones at (908) 889-8206 or Pat Hogan
at (908) 301-1626.

Courtesy of NJ Sports Media (www.njsportsmedia.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOP SHELF!…Blue Devil center Phil Cohn watches his backhand shot find the
roof of the cage behind Dayton’s goaltender.

Blue Devil Keglers Finish
Second Section Tourney

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team advanced to the state
finals by rolling a 3,110 total at Eagle
Rock Lanes in West Orange on Feb-
ruary 9. The Blue Devils finished
second to Linden with a 3,174 total.
Last year, Westfield shot a 3,027 to
claim the crown.

It was the seventh time in the last
eight years that the Blue Devils were
sectional finalists, having won the
title six times.

“The one good thing I could say
about finishing second is that the time
we won the state championship, we
also finished second at the sections,”
said Westfield Head Coach Mike
Tirone. “This was an awesome dis-
play of balance and teamwork to again
make it to the finals.”

Jesse Embry (226, 221, 606 se-
ries), Eric Curialle (573 series), Matt
Marcus (247, 634 series), Arley Rojas
(212, 212, 243, 669 series) and Brett
Ettinger (213, 225, 630 series) earned
the Blue Devils their highest ever
sectional, total. The team shot games
of 1,040, 1,064 and 1,006. This was
the 12th time in the past 15 seasons

that the Blue Devils have advanced to
the state finals, which will be held at
Carolier Lanes in North Brunswick
on Monday, February 18.

Earlier in the week, the Blue Devils
defeated Union to complete their un-
defeated Watchung Conference sea-
son with a 15-0 record. Ettinger rolled
games of 215 and 213 and had a 610
series. Embry had a 231 game and
589 series. Curialle had 201 and 206
for a 582 series. Marcus shot 568 and
Rojas shot 557. The game scores were
1,047-765, 902-834 and 957-757 for
the 7-0 score.

The junior varsity also finished
undefeated in the conference at 15-0
by beating the Union JV team. In
Game 1, Kevin Murphy rolled a 195
and Josh Ettinger rolled 234. The
game score was 921-726. In Game 2,
Brian Dunn (181) and Patrick Clancy
(212) had high games. Clancy (211)
and Dunn (201) led the team in Game
3. The JV team closed out its season
with a perfect 19-0 record. Led by
juniors Marcus, Dunn, Murphy and
Matt Catenacci, the JV’s three-year
record was an amazing 57-1.

“You Gotta Have Faith”
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www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue •  908 233-5555

Open House: Sun. 2/17  1-4pm • 681 Westfield Avenue
Westfield . . . A colonial that brings back memories of a by-gone era: wide porch, high ceilings, French

Doors, beautiful woodwork, & magnificent windows!  This authentic 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Arts and

Crafts Colonial is an architectural masterpiece, rich in detail & drenched in History.  This home was

carefully updated, keeping true period details, throughout the house.  The Kitchen is highlighted by

Crown Point cabinetry and top of the line appliances.  Set on a picturesque lot, this handsome Colonial

is just a short distance to the charming downtown and NYC Transportation.  Offered at $799,900.

No. 18 Warrior Icemen Nip
Blue Devils in Ice Hockey, 3-2

The 11-9-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team gave division-lead-
ing, 18th-ranked Watchung Hills (16-
3-2) a challenge from beginning to
end, but fell, 3-2, on February 11 at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle.

The Warriors scored first when
Mike Lundberg and Alex Kong com-
bined on Lundberg’s power-play goal
6:05 into the first period. Co-captain
Jimmy Bender led Westfield’s late-
first-period surge, scoring twice. With
barely three minutes remaining in the
period, just after a two-man advan-
tage had ended, Bender scored on a
power play and assist from Evan
Einstein. Two minutes later, after a
feed from CJ Meyer, Bender’s shot,
from just above the right face-off dot,
slid under the Warrior goalie’s pads,

putting the Blue Devils ahead, 2-1.
The teams traded chances and terri-

torial edge throughout the next two
periods. Kong added a goal in each
period to provide the winning margin.

Westfield goalie Caitlin Whitlock
and the defensemen Pat Tresnan,
Zander Maslow, Mike Foley, Dylan
Moran and Joe Kramkowski slowed
the Warriors’ attack. Penalty killers
AJ Cunningham, Henry O’Brien, and
Dan Reyman held off a power play.
Westfield’s second-line, Einstein,
Reyman and Matt Wronski kept the
puck in the Warriors’ end, but could
not break through.

Toward the end of play, Craig
Esposito’s shot was deflected by the
goalkeeper. Bender took a shot but
the goalie blocked it as well.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPING UNDER IN TIME…Raider Billy Jacobs, front, slips under Nick
Wilson and gets a takedown to win his 215-lb bout, 4-3.

 

THINKING ABOUT SELLING AN 
OLDER or HISTORIC HOME ? 

MARKETING A SPECIAL HOME IS A BIG EVENT 

As a member of the NATIONAL TRUST for HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

I specialize in the Unique Marketing of Older and Historic Homes. 

Discover the Unique & Powerful BIPS HOME MARKETING SYSTEM 

Custom Designed to Protect the Equity in Your Home. 

 

CALL FOR A  FREE MARKET EVALUATION  OF YOUR HOME 
 
 

GEORGE BIPS 
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® 
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