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St. John the Apostle
Posts Healing Mass

AREA – A Healing Mass will take
place on Wednesday, February 20, at
7:45 p.m. at St. John the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1805 Penbrook Terrace in Clark/Lin-
den (on Valley Road in Clark, off
Stiles Street in Linden).

All who are in need of physical,
emotional, relational and spiritual
healing are invited to attend. Exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, Indi-
vidual Eucharistic Blessing and Bene-
diction will be part of the event. Par-
ticipants are invited to stay for re-
freshments after Mass. For directions
to the church, access sjanj.net or call
(908) 486-6363.

Hetfield House to Open
On Sunday For Visitors

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Hetfield
House will feature another open house
event on Sunday, February 17, from 1
to 3 p.m. All are welcome to visit this
historic house, located at Constitu-
tion Plaza in Mountainside.

“Hopefully, the weather will coop-
erate and we will have a roaring fire in
the kitchen,” said Scott Daniels,
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee chairman.

Last fall 200 daffodils were planted,
and committee members are waiting
for this first sign of spring to high-
light the walkway to the house.
Deerfield eighth graders will soon
receive annual essay forms for a cre-
ative essay written about
Mountainside, with the winner re-
ceiving a savings bond.

Committee members have com-
pleted “un-decorating” the Hetfield
House from the successful holiday
events held there, including the Gin-
gerbread Open House that drew 300
visitors on December 16. Mr. Daniels
expressed gratitude to all who at-
tended the celebration.

Additionally, the venue got a thor-
ough cleaning. Many more events are
planned for this year.

BIRD WATCHERS…Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield members fill bird
feeders in Mountainside in preparation for the club’s participation in Cornell
University and the Audubon Society’s Great Backyard Bird Count (birdcount.org)
February 15 to 18. Club members will count birds and send results to Cornell.
Rake and Hoe is participating for the first time in the count, which is open to all.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Clare Minick, Tracy Criscitello, Letty Hudak and
Gayle Lechner.

Spring Awakening: Viewing
Lent as Positive Experience
By REV. RAYMOND ROBERTS

The church has traditionally ap-
proached Lent as a penitential sea-
son. During Lent, Christians travel
with Jesus to the cross. As we do so,
we recall how Jesus called his dis-
ciples to “Deny yourselves, pick up
your cross and follow me.”

Little wonder, then, that we associ-
ate Lent with asceticism (giving up
life’s pleasures). Over the years, many
people have told me that they’ve given
up something for Lent – cigarettes,
chocolate, television…There are
many other spiritual practices associ-
ated with Lent. Some people fast.
Others engage in extended self-ex-
amination. Some spend time medi-
tating on scripture. Still others take
on works of love and mercy.

Positively Negative
Many consider these spiritual ex-

ercises to be unrelentingly negative.
Life is short, why give anything up?
Isn’t life hard enough without beat-
ing ourselves up? Isn’t there enough
sadness in the world without wallow-
ing in sadness over our faults? People
who worry about a long-faced Lent
are attuned to a danger some Lenten
practices can pose. I will take this up
in a bit, but before I do, I would like
to help us to see these “negative”
practices in a positive light.

The purpose of these practices is a
changed life. More particularly, the
goal is to become more like Christ.
The first step in making a change in
one’s life is to acknowledge that some-
thing is wrong. After all, nobody ever
woke up in the morning, looked in the
mirror, said, “I am thrilled with my-
self,” and then decided to change.

Fasting and self-examination are
designed to get us in touch with our
driving motives and brokenness.
When we confront our faults it can
fill us with sorrow and shame. If that
is where the spiritual practices of
Lent ended, of course, the critics of
Lent would be right to complain that
it has become unrelentingly negative.

Lenten Hope
But the spiritual practices of Lent

should not end there. Rather they
should lead us through sadness and
grief to joy. As we follow Jesus to the
cross, we are reminded of God’s great
love for us and for the world. And as
we move toward Easter, we are re-
minded that God vindicated Jesus’ life
and raised him victorious over sin, evil
and death. Lent, properly observed,
should put us in touch with hope.

Hope is at least as important as
dissatisfaction for people to change
their lives. This was made clear for
me years ago when I visited a man
afflicted with terrible emphysema. I
rang the doorbell and waited an eter-
nity for him to shuffle to the door and
let me in. As I followed him into the
house, I noticed that he was tethered
by an oxygen cord. By the time he
made the short journey from the door
to his recliner, he was completely out
of breath.

Unable to speak, he motioned for
me to sit on the sofa across from him.
When he caught his breath, he asked
how I was and we began to make some

small talk. Then, amazingly, I watched
him light up a cigarette. He saw my
surprise and croaked, “I know I should
quit. My wife wants me to quit. But my
lungs are shot. What’s the point?”

Without hope that life can be bet-
ter, there is no point in attempting
change. The danger of a long-faced
Lent is that it may stop too soon. Lent
is not a season of punishment, but
healing. What counts is not the petty
things we turn from, but the awesome
God we turn to.

The goal of Lent and Lenten spiri-
tual disciplines is abundant life and
faithful participation in God’s world.
Because of this, the true spirit of Lent
is not grief, but joy.

The early church was pretty smart
when it decided to observe a season
of heightened spiritual awareness and
devotion during the spring. This time
of year, with its lengthening days and
blooming flowers (even in February!),
reminds that Lent is about renewal,
reawakening and new life.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Roberts, Ph.D. is pastor

of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.

– Obituaries –
Beverly C. Pogue, 46, GPU Employee,
Was Member of FUMC in Westfield

Beverly C. “Bev” Pogue, 46, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 5.

Born in Orange, N.J., she had
lived in Westfield and North Caro-
lina before returning to Westfield
two years ago.

Ms. Pogue earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Management and
a Master of Business Administra-
tion degree, both from Fairleigh
Dickinson University.

She worked at General Public Utili-
ties (GPU) in Morristown for more
than 20 years and also at Johnson &
Johnson in Piscataway. She was a
member of the First United Method-
ist Church in Westfield.

Her father, Bogen Hossic, and her
sister, Cheryl Ann Hossic, prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are her daughter,
Courtney Nicole Pogue of San Di-
ego, Calif.; her son, Matthew Gre-
gory Pogue of Westfield; her mother,
Naomi Curtis Hossic of North Caro-
lina; her sister, Lynn Chavis of North
Carolina, and two stepdaughters.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, February 10, at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
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Coralee Johnson, 72, Devoted Mother;
Had Worked as Sales Associate in N.J.
Coralee Nolte Johnson, 72, died in

her home in Whiting Station, Whit-
ing, N.J. on Wednesday, January 30.
She succumbed to her brief but brave
battle with cancer.

After growing up in Westfield, she
lived on Hollow Tree Farm, Upper
Marlboro, Md. and then settled into a
family home in Normandy Beach, N.J.
She moved to Whiting four years ago.

Ms. Johnson had brief careers as a
stewardess for Eastern Airlines, real
estate agent in Maryland and sales
associate in New Jersey, but spent
most of her life as a devoted mother.

She is predeceased by her father
and mother, Herman and Cora Nolte
of Westfield, and survived by her two
children, Jennifer Johnson of Malibu
Lake, Calif. and Mark Johnson of

Brentwood, Md., and her stepson,
Leonard Johnson, IV of Scarsdale,
N.Y. Also surviving are her sisters,
Marilyn Krauss of Williston, Md. and
Nancy Peters of Cape Canaveral, Fla.;
a brother, John Nolte of Morganville,
N.J., and her special niece, Amy
Carickhoff of Malvern, Pa. Ms.
Johnson is further survived by five
other nieces and nephews and three
grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on
Monday, February 11, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
her name can be made to: Clean Ocean
Action, 18 Hartshorne Drive, Suite 2,
Highlands, N.J. 07732.
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Frank J. Salvo, 72, Was Family Man;
Mechanical Engineer at Bell Labs

Frank J. Salvo, 72, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, February 10, at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in New York City, he
lived in Fanwood since 1962.

Mr. Salvo received his
Bachelor of Science degree
in Mechanical Engineering
from Brooklyn Polytechnic.
He had been employed as a
mechanical engineer with
Bell Labs in Whippany for
43 years before retiring in 1996.

A devout Catholic and proud
American, he loved his country and
God. Frank also loved and was greatly
loved in return by his family. Frank’s

other great passion was playing golf.
Surviving are his wife, Ethel Scanlon

Salvo; two sons, Frank and
John; two daughters, Trish
Krimin and Christine Carlin,
and 10 grandchildren.

The funeral was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, February
13, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass was then offered at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in

Scotch Plains. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to either “Missionary Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculates,” 9480
N. Demazenod Drive, Belleville, Ill.
62223 (www.oblatesusa.org) or the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218 Forest
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Margaret Belcher Ross, 86, Was WAVE;
Had Worked In Publishing and Radio

Camille C. Corona, 87
Camille C. Corona, 87, of Fanwood

died on Wednesday, February 6, at
her home.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Fanwood 53
years ago.

Mrs. Corona had been employed as
a hairdresser at various beauty par-
lors in Plainfield before retiring.

Her husband, Daniel A. Corona,
predeceased her in 2004.

Surviving are two daughters,
Danielle Vasi and Denise Corona,
and their significant others, Robert
Polacik and Joseph Curto; her grand-
daughter, Cheryl Vasi; three brothers,
Louis, Frank and Mario Caruso; many
nieces and nephews and many grand-
nieces and grand-nephews.

A Mass will be offered at 9:45 a.m.
on Saturday, February 16, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Committal will
follow at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn. 38105-1942.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

For additional information or to
send condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Margaret Belcher Ross, 86, died
peacefully in her sleep at home on
Thursday, January 24.

Born to Earl and Louise
Belcher of Westfield, she
graduated from Westfield
High School and
Swarthmore College,
worked in publishing and
radio, and served as a
WAVE in the United
States Navy.

A breast cancer survi-
vor since 1979, she beat
metastasis into remission in 2003
with a regimen of nutritional and
herbal supplements. Though she died
of Alzheimer’s, she played piano to
the end.

She married statistician Franz E.
Ross, originally of Munich, Germany.
He predeceased her, as did her eldest
daughter, Karen E. Ross, paraplegic
due to a birth accident, and her broth-
ers, Edward “Ned” Belcher and Rob-

ert “Bob” Belcher, longtime residents
of Scotch Plains and Westfield, re-

spectively.
Since the year 2000, she

was cared for at home by her
surviving children, Victoria
Ross and Franz H. Ross of
Buffalo, N.Y. and Fritzi Ross
of Chapel Hill/Carrboro,
N.C. She also is survived by
her grandchildren, Christina
E. Ross at Ohio State and
Franz E. Ross of Buffalo/
Niagara Falls.

A memorial service will be held at
the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in
Buffalo, N.Y. on Saturday, February
23, at 1:30 p.m. Memorials may be
sent in her name to Breast Cancer
Action (bcaction.org).
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Margaret Ross

Phillip H. Brown, 86
Phillip Hunter Brown died peace-

fully on Sunday, February 3, at the
Veterans Administration Hospital in
West Palm Beach, Fla. at the age of 86.

He leaves his wife, Patricia; his
son, Robert; daughters Paula Brown,
Katherine Battistelli and Patricia
Politowicz, and grandchildren
Francesca Battistelli, Timothy, Sarah
and Andrew Zimmerman, Hillary
Edwards and William and Robert
Brown.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and raised
in Maplewood, N.J., he graduated
from Columbia High School and was
a member of the Class of ’44 of
Dartmouth College. A decorated war
hero, he received the Purple Heart for
wounds sustained in France during
World War II.

After a long recovery, Mr. Brown
completed his schooling and became
an executive with the J.L. Hammett
company in Union, N.J., where he
worked until his retirement. A resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. for more than
40 years before moving to West Palm
Beach, he was a member of Echo
Lake Country Club and St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church.

A memorial service will be held in
Nashville, Tenn. at a later date.
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Anna Ugalde, 91
Anna Urban Ugalde, 91, of

Fanwood died on Friday, February 8,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Olyphant, Pa., she had lived
in Newark and then in Portage, Ind.
before moving to Fanwood in 2005.

Mrs. Ugalde was the owner of
Urban’s Food Market in Newark be-
fore retiring in 1968. She had also
owned and operated rooming houses
in Newark for many years.

She was predeceased by her first
husband, Stephen Urban, in 1968;
her second husband, Miguel Ugalde,
in 1999, and her granddaughter, Eliza-
beth Halbach, in 2007.

Surviving are her son, Stephen Ur-
ban of Portage, Ind.; two daughters,
Carol Kelly and her husband, James,
of Reddington Shores, Fla. and Donna
Donaleski and her husband, William,
of Fanwood; three grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Monday,
February 11, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. In-
terment was at the Holy Ghost Parish
Cemetery in Olyphant, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association,
400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834-1365 (www.alz.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Church Plans Supper,
Movie Night Feb. 24

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will hold a
potluck supper followed by a screen-
ing of the movie The Christmas Shoes
on Sunday, February 24, from 5 to
7:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
is located at 333 Park Avenue, two
blocks south of Route 22 (across from
Bank of America). For further infor-
mation or directions, call the church
office at (908) 322-5487.

‘Resolve’s Night’ Set
At Stage House Inn

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town
Bank of Westfield will sponsor
“Resolve’s Night at the Stage House
Inn” on Wednesday, February 27, at
the Stage House Inn, located at 366
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

A specially prepared, four-course
$50 price fixed dinner will be offered.
Prizes and surprises also will be fea-
tured. To make a reservation, call
Resolve at (908) 322-9180.

Located at 1830 Front Street in
Scotch Plains, Resolve is a private,
non-profit counseling center that
serves youth, adults and families in
Scotch Plains and surrounding com-
munities in central New Jersey.

Giovanni S. Bruno, 80
Giovanni S. Bruno, 80, of Scotch

Plains died on Sunday, February 10,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born and raised in Pescopagano,
Italy, he came to the United States in
1956, settling in Westfield. He lived
in Scotch Plains for the past 40 years
and became a United States citizen
in 1961.

Mr. Bruno was the owner of G.S.
Bruno Disposal in Westfield, which
he founded in 1967.

Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Josephine Araneo Bruno; three sons,
Cesare Bruno, Frankie Bruno and
Giovanni Bruno, and a sister,
Incoronata Quaglietta.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
February 14, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Heart Association.
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Mr. Battaglia Thanks
All For Sympathy

Perhaps you sent a card, or a
basket of flowers, or made a dona-
tion, or just spoke kind words.

I want to thank you all for your
kind expression of sympathy after
the recent loss of my wife, Sandy.

Sincerely,
Jacob C. Battaglia

Margaret Leffelholz, 46, Loved Family;
Was Retail Executive For 19 Years

Margaret Rose Leffelholz, 46,
passed away on Sunday, February 10,
after a courageous six-and-a-half-year
battle with cancer.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on August
31, 1961, she resided in Westfield for
the last 15 years.

A graduate of Hofstra University,
she was a retail executive for 19 years
with Associated Merchandising Cor-
poration in New York.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Michael, and their beloved chil-
dren, Rachel and Zachary. She also
will be deeply missed by her siblings,
Susan Ann Mahlstedt and Robert
Rivenburg, and her nephew and niece,
Benjamin and Hannah Leffelholz.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Wednesday, February 13, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions

may be made to the Susan G. Komen
for the Cure, 5005 LBJ Fwy, Ste 250,
Dallas, Tex. 75244.

Maggie, you are now in God’s hands
and you will always be in our hearts –
We love you.
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Jim Scott to Appear
At Service of FUSP

AREA – Musician Jim Scott, co-
composer of the Paul Winter Consort’s
“Missa Gaia/Earth Mass,” will be fea-
tured at the Sunday, February 24 ser-
vice at the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield (FUSP).

All are welcome to attend the 10
a.m. service, “Gaia, Mother Earth
and the Oneness of Everything,” at
the church, located at 724 Park Av-
enue in Plainfield. The FUSP congre-
gation includes residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Mr. Scott was part of the Paul Win-
ter Consort from 1977 to 1984 and has
had a long career as a musician in
service to the causes of ecology, jus-
tice and peace. He was co-chairman of
the Unitarian-Universalist “Seventh
Principle Project” that resulted in add-
ing “Respect for the interdependent
web of existence of which we are a
part” to the denomination’s principles.

The service will include original
songs and readings with personal re-
flections on spiritual and ecological
awareness. Visitors are welcome. For
more details, visit fusp.org or call
(908) 756-0750. Further information
about Mr. Scott is available at
jimscottmusic.com.

Frank J. Salvo


