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Cty. Prosecutor Romankow
Discusses Gangs and Drugs

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow,
when asked if law enforcement is
winning the war on drugs, said, “No.”
But, he said, police will keep press-
ing.

He said gangs are in every town in
Union County – whether residents
want to acknowledge it or not. The
first part of the battle was to get the
towns and their police departments to
recognize their existence. Gangs need
money, and to get money, they sell
drugs, buy guns and commit violent
crime.

Mr. Romankow met with publisher
Horace Corbin in the office of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Friday,
February 8, to discuss initiatives of
the prosecutor’s office for the coming
year. The video of the interview can
be seen on the Internet at
goleader.com.

Mr. Romankow was reappointed in
December to a second, five-year term
by Governor Jon Corzine, with the
support of State Senators Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth) and Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden), of the ma-
jority party, along with the concur-
rence of Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) from the minority party.
He said this provides him with broad-
based support, and he keeps in touch
with the leaders on a frequent basis.

In New Jersey, the county prosecu-
tor is the “top cop.” Each of the 21
counties has a prosecutor who re-
ports to the attorney general, cur-
rently Ann Milligram. The Union
County prosecutor oversees all po-
lice departments in the county, in-
cluding the sheriff’s office, Union
County police and police at Kean
University.

Mr. Romankow’s office determines
policing policy and provides over-
sight but seldom becomes involved in
day-to-day operations; although, if
necessary, he could take over a police
department. Mr. Romankow said he
prefers to consider his office as a law
office rather than an investigative
operation; although, his staff fre-
quently debates this role.

It is best for the police departments
to be empowered with the investiga-
tive and on-the-beat responsibilities,
he said.

The Union County prosecutor’s
office, which houses 260 employees,
handles 5,000 to 7,000 cases a year,
excluding juvenile cases. It serves an
important role in plea-bargaining to
resolve cases; otherwise, the court
system would be jammed, he said.
Other cases are sent to the grand jury;
if the grand jury indicts, then they are
prosecuted in superior court in Eliza-
beth, which is part of the state court
system.

Fighting street gangs, drugs and
crime are major parts of Mr.
Romankow’s office’s activities. He
said his office prefers to attempt to
stop the distribution of drugs at the
source, what he feels is the the most
effective approach, rather than only
pursuing the “street urchins.”

Mr. Romankow said he would visit
the attorney general in Columbia in
March to enhance cooperation in
fighting the influx of drugs.

Union County is home to more
than 1,900 gang members. Roughly
1,600 live here; some are in jail, and
others have left the state.

In the fight against gangs, informa-
tion is gathered and put in a database.
He said gangs are “proud” of their
indicators –  specific colors, body
markings, scars or clothing – and

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRIME STOPPER...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow, right,
discusses how his office combats crime with publisher Horace Corbin at The
Leader/Times office last Friday. The interview can be seen on the Internet at
goleader.com/video.

SWINE FLEW...At the “Pigs Will Fly” rally in Trenton last Friday, Sen. Tom
Kean of Westfield speaks to the crowd in opposition to Governor Jon Corzine’s
controversial financial restructuring plan..
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING THE BEST FOR HIS SWEETHEART…Joel Yudkovitz from Westfield sorts through many options in making
his Valentine’s Day selection for his sweetheart at Baron’s Drug Store in Westfield on Sunday afternoon.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FENCING IN...The Westfield Board of Adjustment was strict on granting
variances Monday night, but Michael Yates was permitted to keep his non-
conforming fence built on historic property on Kimball Avenue. Neighbor
Thomas Nobile, left, speaks on Mr. Yates’ behalf.

WF-BOA Rejects Two
Fence Variance Requests
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State Police Continue Probe
Of Westfield Man’s Death

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – New Jersey State
Police are continuing to investigate
the circumstances surrounding the
death of a Westfield man who was
killed February 7 after entering a
traffic lane on foot along Route 78.
The accident occurred at 11:14 a.m.

According to information re-
leased by state police the following
day, David W. Gorczyca, 42, was
driving a 2005 Saab eastbound on
Route 78 in Lebanon Borough,
Hunterdon County, when for rea-
sons unknown he stopped his ve-
hicle on the right shoulder of the
road at Milepost 20.4.

He then exited the vehicle and en-
tered the right of three lanes of traffic,

where he was struck by an eastbound
1995 Mack dump truck operated by
Edward J. Duboyce, Jr., 37, of
Hackettstown. Mr. Gorczyca was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, state po-
lice confirmed.

A native of Elizabeth, Mr. Gorczyca
was a financial planner and the mar-
ried father of three children. He was
a graduate of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains and was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Finance from Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, February 11, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment denied two of
three fence variances sought by
homeowners during its Monday night
meeting.

Janet Smith of 202 West Dudley
Avenue was denied a reopening of
her case from May 14, 2007, because
the board deemed her application was
not significantly different from her
prior application for a variance. She
built a non-conforming fence of six
feet, two feet over the allowance for a
corner lot’s street side yard setback,
and had wanted the board to grant a
variance.

She continued to propose a six-
foot fence, though this time she pro-
posed a graduated incline from four
to six feet, due to topographical slop-
ing, thereby making the top level.

Stan Paylago of 516 Hillcrest Av-
enue was denied a variance to build
an eight-foot fence at his rear prop-
erty line, as the board saw no hard-
ship to the applicant.

This fence would replace an exist-
ing, deteriorating six-foot fence, and
the maximum height allowable for a
rear yard. Mr. Paylago said his hard-
ship was due to the situation of his
property being next to a parking a lot
and also North Avenue.

“My hardships are to minimize
garbage and debris from coming over

the fence and a safety issue of glass
coming over the fence,” he said.

The board thought an extra two
feet would not help the predicament.

The board also thought that the
widening of gaps between the fence
boards due to aging have caused some
of the debris to come through the
fence and not over the top, and that
replacing it with a conforming height
fence that had tightly-knit boards
would solve most of the applicant’s
problems.

The board did approve a standing,
non-conforming fence for property
owned by Michael and Marcie Yates
at 266 Kimball Avenue, an historic
district.

The fence was part of a renovation
completed in 2004. The design of the
fence changed from the original plans.
However, the town’s historic preser-
vation commission was charged with
approving many of the design plans
given the historical nature of the prop-
erty and neighborhood. The commis-
sion approved the fence, though it
didn’t comment on the height, only
its appearance, according to Mr. Yates.

The open-design of the fence is
styled with a repeated column ar-
rangement, where the fencing in be-
tween the piers varies in height from
four feet, six inches to four feet, 10
inches, where four feet is the maxi-
mum allowed. The posts also exceed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Approves
Contracts for Athletic Field

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved two resolu-
tions on Tuesday to award profes-
sional services contracts for engi-
neering and landscape architecture
for the borough’s athletic field com-
plex project.

The council approved the contracts
for Kinsey Associates, a park and
recreation consulting company lo-
cated in Hackettstown, and The
Musial Group, an architecture firm in
Mountainside.

Under the contracts, Kinsey Asso-
ciates will receive $65,000 and the
Musial Group $62,000 for the “de-
sign and construction phase for the
development of the athletic field com-
plex project.” Both Kinsey Associ-
ates and the Musial Group were hired
by the borough in 2006.

Officials said the contracts are part
of the borough’s plan for a $2.1-
million overhaul of the athletic site
located on Myrtle Avenue. The bor-
ough plans to upgrade the current
facilities at the site, which include a
field house and Little League base-
ball field. In addition, the plans call
for a multi-purpose synthetic surface
athletic field, basketball courts and a

playground, as well as additional rec-
reation space. According to the
borough’s website, the project will be
paid for with existing money, an Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund Grant and a mu-
nicipal bond act.

Councilman Walter Tucker stated
that there was a real need for improv-
ing the recreation options available to
the residents. By outfitting the new
field with a synthetic surface, offi-
cials hope to make the field less sus-
ceptible to inclement weather.

“There’s a definite need in town for
other fields and a field that is usable at
other times,” Mr. Tucker said.

The borough has been examining
plans for upgrading its recreation fa-
cilities since 2000. Kinsey Associ-
ates previously prepared plans for
renovating the borough’s Little
League field in 1995.

The council also adopted three other
ordinances that evening, voting unani-
mously on an ordinance to fix sala-
ries and wages for the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works, an ordi-
nance authorizing an agreement with
the Township of Cranford to share
code enforcement duties and an ordi-
nance approving a revised rate sched-
ule for industrial waste removal.

WF BOE Submits $82.6-Million
Budget to County Superintendent

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Board
of Education’s proposed and tenta-
tive, general fund budget for 2008-
2009 is $82,554,576, as presented by
Superintendent Margaret Dolan and
Business Administrator Robert
Berman during the board’s final bud-
get meeting before its deadline of this
Friday to submit paperwork to the
Union County superintendent of
schools, a state official.

Last year’s budget was $82.7 mil-
lion of which $71.1 million was raised

through local property taxes. The
grand total budget, when debt service
and special education is calculated, is
$87.4 million.

“This is not the published budget,”
board vice president Julia Walker said.

Board member Anne Riegel told
The Westfield Leader, “This is not
what we’ll ask the public to vote on.”

The board will continue to rework
the budget over the next few weeks,
even while it’s in state hands.

The BOE is also seeking adjust-
ments from the state. They include:
$466,448 for costs of opening a new

school; $488,200 in pension costs;
and $973,889 in non-recurring rev-
enue.

Ms. Dolan said the national aver-
age of state aid is 44 percent, where
Westfield only received 6 percent, or
$99,000 on its $78 million 2007-2008
budget.

She said this is just one of the three
challenges that the board of educa-
tion is facing this year. The state has
also obligated the BOE to pay to-
wards pension costs and it decreased
the reserve balance to a maximum of
2 percent of the total budget.

State pension costs for 2008-2009
total $828,200, a difference of
$488,200, from last year, the superin-
tendent said.

“This is what hits us quite a bit,”
said Ms. Dolan.

The school system’s reserves for
2008-2009 total $1,101,490, a little
over half of last year’s reserve. The
reserve is similar to a savings ac-
count.

“We had to pay out to tax relief [last
year]. Now we don’t have it to use
against taxes this year,” said Ms.
Riegel.

She said three years ago reserves
could not exceed 6 percent, than last
year it was 3 percent, and this year it
is down to 2 percent.

“It creates a challenge,” said Ms.
Dolan.

The board has made efforts to con-
trol costs over last year, she said.
Energy costs are flat; it limited the
increase of health insurance by chang-
ing carriers; last week it settled con-
tract negotiations with the Westfield
Education Association (WEA), agree-
ing to an increase below county and
state averages; school and depart-
ment budgets were kept level or be-
low; and there was no change in staff-
ing from last year.

“Even with all of those cost con-
tainments, it’s been a tough year for
our budget,” Superintendent Dolan
said.

Board officials said about 70 per-
cent of the budget is from salaries.

An advertised budget is expected
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

O’Malley Resigns at Mountainside;
Takes Aberdeen School Supt. Job

Richard O’Malley

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —
The Chief Administrator of
Mountainside Board of
Education, Richard
O’Malley, announced his
resignation at Tuesday
night’s BOE meeting.

Mr. O’Malley will leave
the district in June to take a
position as the superinten-
dent of schools for the
Matawan-Aberdeen Board
of Education. He will begin serving
the Matawan-Aberdeen district this
Tuesday on a part-time basis through
May.

According to an Asbury Park Press
article on Tuesday, Mr. O’Malley will
be paid $750 per month through May
when he will be released from his

Mountainside contract, which runs
through the year 2012. His yearly

salary as Matawan-Aber-
deen superintendent is
$173,000.

Mr. O’Malley was hired
at $130,000 per year as
Mountainside CSA in
March 2005. He replaced
Gerard Schaller, who re-
signed.

Matawan-Aberdeen is a
kindergarten to grade 12 re-
gional district, with a high

school, middle school, four elemen-

tary schools and a pre-school.
“I am going to miss him a lot. He

did a lot for this school district,” Scot
Worswick, BOE member, told The
Westfield Leader.

Board member Raymond Haggar
added that, “I think he has done a
great service to the district and I un-
derstand his reason for leaving us.”

The Asbury Park Press reported
that the Matawan-Aberdeen board
voted 6-3 Monday night to hire Mr.
O’Malley. Three board members
voted against the appointment, ob-
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POLICE BLOTTER

brag about it.
In order to assist police in appre-

hending suspected gang members,
police cars in 17 Union County towns
are equipped with computers that
feature a program called “Infocop.”
When police officers enter a suspect’s
indicators, a photo appears.

“It’s state of the art,” he said.
Mr. Romankow said wiretapping

is “highly used” in his operation. He
said, recently, Union County was
rated as the fifth-highest wiretapped
county in the country.

At times, his office interfaces with
the federal justice department, Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA), state
police and the FBI. In cases involv-
ing drugs, his office interacts fre-
quently with other agencies. He said
wiretapping is also used as part of
the nation’s war on terrorism. He
said the FBI works mostly with his
office in organized-crime cases.

Mr. Romankow said there are many
other types of crime his office pros-
ecutes, including child molestation,
sex crimes and human trafficking.
As example, in 2002, a Plainfield
ring of Mexican women enslaved
into prostitution was busted. Mas-
sage parlors with ties to prostitution
were closed down recently, includ-
ing some in Springfield. He said
laws requiring these parlors to be
regulated have been passed in nu-
merous towns . Mr. Romankow said
New Jersey has more “go-go” estab-
lishments than any other state.

He said each year, his office re-
ceives more than 500 reports of chil-
dren molestation in Union County.
These consist of children 13 and
under. Crimes involving those older
than 13 are categorized as sex crimes.

Human trafficking is an “enor-
mous problem,” with 15,000 to
17,000 people being trafficked into
New Jersey each year. In many cases,
women brought into this country il-
legally are sold into prostitution. Mr.
Romankow said human trafficking
is the third-largest crime problem
worldwide.

When asked about identity theft,
he said his office is not equipped to
deal with this issue on a large scale
and that the issue is a worldwide
problem. Informing citizens about
how to protect themselves on the
Internet is what he hopes to do to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Prosecutor
Discusses Crime

reduce incidences of identity theft.
The prosecutor’s office helps as-

sess the terrorism risks associated
with the “most dangerous two miles
in the country” — referring to the
strip along the waterfront in Linden
that features chemical plants and re-
fineries, as it was labeled by U.S.
Attorney for New Jersey Christo-
pher Christie.

Mr. Romankow said all county
schools’ security statuses have been
audited, and enhancements have been
implemented. Police chiefs, school
administrators, parents and children
are being educated about gangs and
drugs.

Union County Police headquar-
ters in Westfield features a new labo-
ratory that can examine blood and
drugs. The prosecutor said shortly, it
will be certified for DNA work and
will be the only county in the state
with this capability. With DNA ca-
pabilities, cold cases – those where
the killer has never been found, for
example – can be resurrected.

When asked about starting an in-
ternational manhunt for the two
Union County jail escapees, Mr.
Romankow said “brother and sister”
law-enforcement agencies become
involved. He said federal marshals
and “America’s Most Wanted” were
“very helpful” and generated many
leads.

He said the Rev. Al Sharpton was
in contact with the New York City
police, not his office. His office,
through independent efforts, had al-
ready located escapee Otis Blunt in
Mexico City and were closing in on
his capture.

“It’s ironic that Mr. Blunt is from
New Jersey and was found in Mexico
City; while Mr. Espinosa, an illegal
alien from Mexico, was found in
Elizabeth,” Mr. Romankow said.
“Mr. Blunt sat outside on the roof [of
the jail] for eight hours. Most escap-
ees only have a plan for escape [but
no plan after escaping].”

Both escapees were indicted last
Friday and charged with escape. A
new jail director, Brian Riordan, a
former New York City Department
of Corrections warden,was hired last
Friday.

Mr. Romankow said he believes in
moving mentally unstable non-vio-
lent criminals from the jails to treat-
ment centers. As a goal for this year,
Mr. Romankow said he hopes that a
child-advocacy center will soon be a
reality in the county.

The prosecutor said residents
should report crimes to their local
police departments.

Mr. Romankow can be contacted
by e-mail at tromankow@ucnj.org,
by phone at (908) 527-4500 and by
mail at Union County Prosecutor,
Rahway Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ
07207.

WF Confirms Two Cases
Of MRSA at High School
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Leader received word from Westfield
High School (WHS) on Friday that
there have been “two confirmed
cases” of MRSA (Methicillin Resis-
tant Staphylococcus Aureus) at the
school.

In the e-mail (see page 4), dated
February 7, WHS nurse and Health
Services Coordinator Margaret
Teitelbaum informed parents and
guardians of the bacterium’s exist-
ence at the school but emphasized
that a physician has treated the chil-
dren and cleared them to return.

Ms. Teitelbaum wrote, “The high
school has implemented aggressive
cleaning and disinfecting protocols
for all gym and athletic equipment.”

Last November, after receiving
unconfirmed reports about the exist-
ence of MRSA at WHS, The Leader
investigated the topic in a story pub-
lished on November 8.

At that time, Ms. Teitelbaum ac-
knowledged that there was a “rumor
going around that a student had been
diagnosed with MRSA.”

However, Ms. Teitelbaum, at that
time, said, “No student that I know of
has it (MRSA). There have been no
documented cases at this time.”
Reached last Friday, Ms. Teitelbaum
again reiterated that there were no
documented cases last November.

Megan Cornish, the public health
nursing supervisor, also confirmed
the two cases at WHS; she added that

both students were “asymptomatic”
at the present time and pose “no threat”
to others at the school. She said it is
uncertain if the two cases are con-
nected.

“We are not sure at this time if the
two students received it from each
other,” she said.

Explaining that MRSA is spread
through direct contact with an open
wound, she stressed that it is not
“airborne.”

She said after the media’s coverage
of a Brooklyn student who died as a
result of contracting the bacterium in
October 2007, “people get worked
up” when they hear the term MRSA.

Ms. Cornish stressed that the dis-
ease has been around for years.

“It’s nothing to panic about,” she
added. “It’s not that we’re seeing it
more, it’s just being diagnosed more
frequently.”

In previous MRSA coverage by
The Leader, Westfield Health Officer
Robert Sherr said MRSA is “not usu-
ally passed in a normal class setting,”
he said.

He termed MRSA “serious but not
quite what’s being played up in the
media.”

He said that the existence of MRSA
is more critical in a hospital or
healthcare setting.

“It’s more virulent because [pa-
tients’] immune systems are already
compromised,” he said.

In order to prevent MRSA, Mr.
Sherr said, “The biggest key is
hygiene…and adequate cleaning.”

Westfield
Sunday, February 3, Justine

Quartararo, 31, of Rahway was arrested
on the 100 block of Windsor Avenue and
charged with disorderly conduct, after
police responded to a report regarding
an intoxicated woman. Quartararo al-
legedly became loud and uttered pro-
fanities as police attempted to get her
medical treatment. She later was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Tuesday, February 5, John Byrne, 24,
of Elizabeth was arrested in a Prospect
Street municipal parking lot and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Wednesday, February 6, Miguel
Sauceda, 21, of Cranford was arrested
on the 400 block of Central Avenue on
an outstanding no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s warrant. He was turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, February 6, Hurlston
Richardson, 35, of East Orange was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
the North Avenue and East Broad Street
plaza. He was charged with possession
of cocaine, possession of cocaine with
intent to distribute, possession of co-
caine with intent to distribute in a school
zone, possession of marijuana, posses-
sion of marijuana with intent to distrib-
ute, possession of marijuana with intent
to distribute in a school zone, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of hollow point bullets. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, February 7, two people
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop just over the town line on South
Avenue, East, in Garwood, at the inter-
section of Maple Street. The driver,
Dennis Kinney, 29, of Laurence Harbor
was arrested on a contempt of court
warrant from Aberdeen, with bail of
$350. Jamie Bohnenberger, 28, of
Cranford was arrested on a contempt of
court warrant from Union, with bail of
$1,000. Both posted bail and were re-
leased.

Friday, February 8, Mariella Amjady,
23, of Westfield and Rachel Margolis,
23, of Edison were arrested on the 700
block of Central Avenue during the in-
vestigation of a motor vehicle accident.
There were no injuries.

Each of the women was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Margolis addi-
tionally was charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia. Both were is-
sued summonses and released on their
own recognizance.

Friday, February 8, Brian Bednarek,
49, of Woodbridge was arrested at Cen-
tral Avenue and Clifton Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). He was released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, February 10, Michael
DeRosa, Jr., 34, of High Bridge was
arrested and charged with DWI follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue, West, and Tuttle Parkway. He was
issued summonses and turned over to a
responsible individual.

Mountainside
Friday, February 8, a resident of Sum-

mit Lane reported that someone ob-
tained her credit card information and
attempted to make $15,000 worth of
unauthorized on-line purchases from a
Home Depot. According to police, the
credit card company denied the charges
and no further unauthorized purchases
have been attempted.

Friday, February 8, Ian Austin, 37, of
East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant
in the amount of $190.

Saturday, February 9, Craig S. Burns,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at head-
quarters for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $250.

Saturday, February 9, Desiree V. Tho-
mas-Moodie, 39, of Hackensack was
arrested for soliciting without a permit
on Longview Drive.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 4 a resident of

Raritan Road reported that she received
several calls from someone asking about
her personal business and then hung up.

Tuesday, February 5, a Route 22 busi-
ness reported that a former customer has
been repeatedly calling the business and
then hanging up.

Wednesday, February 6, a Route 22
gas station reported that someone or-
dered $6 worth of gas and fled without
paying.

Thursday, February 7, the owner of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone entered the restaurant through
the unlocked rear door and removed
cash from a desk. It is unknown at this
time how much cash was removed, po-
lice said.

Sunday, February 10, Sean Fuller, 21
of Dunellen and Mathew Stolz, 21, of
Easton, Pa., were arrested and charged
with simple assault. According to po-
lice, after responding to a report of a
disturbance, police found the two fight-
ing in the street.

Fanwood
Thursday, February 7, Ralph A.

Guzzardo, 28, of Maspeth, NY, was
arrested on outstanding Roselle and
Scotch Plains warrants after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Thursday, February 7, Michal A.
Cichon, 18, of Fanwood was arrested for
shoplifting from a North Avenue conve-
nience store and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS). He
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released, police
said.

Saturday, February 9, Antonio
Decastro, 44, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop in the 100 block
of South Avenue.

Saturday, February 9, Carlos M.
Bueno-Diaz, 25, of Rahway was ar-
rested for an outstanding Carteret war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop in the 100
block of Paterson Road.

Saturday, February 9, a 17-year old
male juvenile from Scotch Plains was
arrested for DWI and refusal to take a
breath test after a motor vehicle stop on
Nichols Court. According to police, he
was issued a summons and released to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, February 10, Thomas L.
Rowell, Jr., 35, of Piscataway was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Monday, February 11, Asia J. Hunter,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Boundbrook warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Bd of Adjustment
Decides Fence Variances

this limit, ranging in height from four
feet, 10 inches to six feet.

Four neighbors came out to sup-
port the applicant.

“I think the fence is better than
what was there before,” said Patricia
Volini, a neighbor.

“It adds to the style and beauty of
our neighborhood,” Kimball Avenue
resident Thomas Nobile said.

Board member Chris Masciale said
the posts were too high. He did agree
that it is an attractive design and the
fence is not massive in comparison to
other variance requests of six-foot-
high fences.

The majority of the board mem-
bers approved the application, with
Mike Doherty going on the record
with a no vote.

“I would push to comply with four
feet. I don’t know if the hardship goes
with the property. It’s a personal hard-
ship,” Mr. Doherty said.

Mr. Yates claimed his hardship was
the difficult removal process, since
the piers are five feet below grade
with steel reinforced concrete foot-
ings and anchored with permanent
anchors.

“The historic [commission] looked
at it and approved it,” board member
Bill West said.

The board also approved nine home
additions with variances.

James and Judith Brucia, owners
of 15 Stoneleigh Park, another his-
toric district, were permitted to con-
struct a two-and-a-half story addition
contrary to the town’s land use ordi-
nance, which allows a Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of 25 percent and the
present. The pre-existing FAR is 23.9
percent and the proposed FAR s 28.7
percent, modified from the earlier 29
percent as presented at the board’s
November meeting.

The applicant’s architect met with
the town’s architectural review board
to address design changes. With their
suggestions, the architect changed the
setback of the new addition to match
that of the opposing side’s setback,
thereby removing a few square feet
from the first floor and the finished
attic space.

The historic preservation also ap-
proved the plan.

“It’s of a scale of homes equivalent
in this neighborhood,” board chair-
man William Heinbokel said.

Carol and Vincent Clyne of 101
Barchester Way were approved to
construct a one-story addition and a
two-story addition. The proposed rear
yard setback of about 17 feet is over
the 40-foot requirement. The board
said there was a hardship due to the
unusual shape of the property.

Joseph and Mary Beth Doherty will
add a second story to their raised
ranch style home at 1731 Florida
Street, which presently has an exist-
ing, non-conforming side yard set-
back of 8.8 feet, where 10 feet is
required.

The board mandated that the own-
ers either remove the non-conform-
ing deck or reduce its size to conform
to regulations. The town’s ordinance
allows a maximum coverage by above
ground structures with a deck of 22
percent. The proposed application
coverage is 25.3 percent.

Matthew and Janine Kennedy of
520 Salter Place were approved for
first story and second story additions
to their Cape Cod style home. The
ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20 percent or 1,500
square feet. The present home is 19.2
percent or 1,440 square feet and the
proposed additions put the home at
20.3 percent or 1,520 square feet.

A third-story addition, with two
bedrooms and one bath, to the raised
ranch style home of Lee and Beth
Hornstein of 23 Plymouth Road, was
also approved. Mr. Heinbokel said it
was essentially less than a half-story
addition. The variance was for side
yard setback, which would remain at
its present measurement of 13. Fif-
teen feet is mandated.

Ron and Julie Kropp will make
room for their impending fourth child
with a second story addition to their
Cape Cod style home at 642 Summit
Avenue. The applicant sought a side
yard setback variance where required
is 10 feet and present and proposed
was seven feet.

The undersized lot of 117 West
Dudley Avenue, owned by Lisa and
Adam Derman, will see a single story
addition. The ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by above ground
structures of 20 percent or 2,310
square feet. The present property is
19.89 percent or 2,297.43 square feet
and proposed is 20.7 percent or 2,390
square feet.

Bernadette Murphy and David
Johnson were approved for first and
second floor additions to their home
at 328 West Dudley Avenue.

However, the board denied the
applicant’s request to install air con-
ditioning condensers on the side of
the house contrary to the ordinance,
which requires a side yard setback for
air conditioning condensers of five
feet and the applicant proposed 2.66
feet. The board thought there were
better-suited places on the property
that would conform.

The board also approved the
amended first story and second story
addition to Susan and Gregory
Pastuzyn’s property at 131
Landsdowne Avenue, an application
first heard in November.

GW Planning Board Votes
Down St. Anne’s ‘Manor’

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the January 30 plan-
ning board meeting, the board unani-
mously voted down the age 55-and-over,
47-unit, three-story condominium com-
plex, dubbed “The Manor at St. Anne’s.”

James Ward of Ward and O’Donnell
Management continued his presentation
from the January 9 meeting to the plan-
ning board, requesting a use variance to
construct the complex at the former St.
Anne’s School on Second Avenue.

Mr. Ward told The Westfield Leader,
“The outcome is something I have to
digest. I really wanted to construct the
building.”

He said he had not made a decision
whether he would redraft his proposal
and submit a new application to the board
of adjustment. He had requested a use
variance to allow the site to be used for
residential construction; the formal site-
plan application would have come later,
if the use variance was approved.

Mr. Ward’s attorney, Glenn Kienz from
Weiner Lesniak LLP, said the project
would have brought in $400,000 a year in
tax revenue for Garwood. The plan was to
sell the units to Garwood residents, age
55 and older, at $100,000 less than the
cost to non-residents.

The complex also would have included
an underground parking garage for 94
cars, with a monthly maintenance fee of
$198.

The 35-foot-high proposed project, if
built, would have been larger than the St.
Anne’s School.

“Everyone seemed to like it, they just
thought it was too big,” said Mr. Ward.

More than 70 residents turned out for
the meeting, voicing concerns over the
building density and the additional traffic
a condominium complex could create.
Numerous residents stepped up to the
microphone to address Mr. Ward. Some
were in favor of the project but asked him

to scale down the project from 47 units to
between 20 and 30.

“It’s a great idea but not on Second
Avenue,” said resident John Bartolick,
receiving a round of applause for his
comments.

Resident Linda Koenig presented a pe-
tition with more than 85 signatures of
residents who were in opposition of the
construction. However, Mr. Kienz said, by
law, they could not accept a petition for a
use-variance grant.

“It’s a nice building but too big for our
town. Everyone keeps talking about its
closeness to the train station, but not that
many trains stop through here,” said Ms.
Koenig. “It’s just too big of a project.”

Resident Bruce Paterson called the
project “monolithic” and “castle-like,
with no break in the roofing outline.
Something less dense would be better.”

Previously, some residents were con-
cerned about selling units to families,
under the age of 55, with children. They
thought the abundance of children would
be a hardship to the school in that it could
not handle the extra enrollments.

The board clarified that a state-man-
dated deed restriction would have put the
seller in breech of condominium-associa-
tion rules if he was to sell or lease the unit
to anyone under 55.

Mr. Bartolick said, “The innuendo [that]
‘children moving into Garwood is bad’ is
rather disturbing. Where would we be
without our children?”

After about a two-hour meeting, the
planning board unanimously voted to deny
the use variance for the construction.
Board members agreed that the density of
the building, traffic in the area and the
citizens’ concerns influenced their votes.

Board member Robert Pender told Mr.
Ward to “not give up” because the site
does need to be redeveloped. “It’s a nice
project, aesthetically beautiful, but I feel
you’re trying to squeeze too much into a
building.”

Delayed School Openings
Cause Some Confusion

AREA — Early Wednesday morn-
ing, area officials delayed school
openings in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside and other
towns – causing some confusion
among parents due to the short no-
tice. Icy roadways developed from
Tuesday night’s snow. By noon
Wednesday, light rain turned the snow
into slush.

A Westfield parent told the news-
paper that there was a level of confu-
sion and a possible level of discon-
nect between school administration
and the townspeople. He said,
“Wednesday morning may have been
made a bit smoother for parents of
Westfield schoolchildren if the board
of education had made a better effort
to more fully notify parents of the
delayed school opening due to the
weather. As a Roosevelt Intermediate
School parent, I’m normally notified
of alerts, including ones regarding
delayed openings, via e-mail, but re-
ceived nothing.”

He did see the news on the Westfield
BOE website but “only after a num-
ber of Roosevelt Intermediate School
parents, who apparently didn’t get
that message, pulled up to the school
at 8 a.m. and saw a deserted campus.
Several kids milled about in confu-
sion in the rain before the word spread
that school wouldn’t be opening for
another 90 minutes.”

Lorre Korecky from the Westfield
Public School Community Relations
office said the community was noti-

fied of the delayed opening through
multiple mediums.

“It was on the BOE website
(Westfieldnjk12.org), and a message
was up by 5:45 a.m. I checked the
site, and between 5:45 a.m. and 6:45
or 7 a.m., there were 750 hits. So,
people definitely checked the
website.”

She said it is the school’s policy on
closings and delayed openings to an-
nounce the information on the
website, TV-36, NJ 101.5 and Chan-
nel 4 NBC TV.

“On the school calendar that every
parent gets it says the school’s hours
of operation and the hours if there are
delayed openings and where to locate
announcements,” she said.

She said on delayed openings, the
start times are staggered – 10 a.m. at
the elementary schools, 9:45 a.m. at
the intermediate schools and 9:30 at
the high school – “intentionally” to
avoid traffic jams.

Students in the elementary schools
are notified of delayed openings by
phone.

“Once they leave the elementary
schools, calls are not made,” she said.
“They’re expected to check one of four
locations. The message did go out.”

She said at this point, there is no
“automatic-message system” in place.
She noted that there has been talk
between the BOE and town officials
about implementing such a system.
“For now, we ask parents to check
one of the four locations,” she said.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINTER’S HANDYWORK...Snowfall became heavy Tuesday night, causing
traffic and commuting problems. Schools were delayed in their opening Wednes-
day. A few inches of snow and sleet are shown on the sidewalks in downtown
Scotch Plains.

in The Westfield Leader, in mid-March
once the executive county superin-
tendent evaluates the submission.

In October of 2007, Governor Jon
Corzine announced he would nomi-
nate 10 executive county superinten-
dents, a new position charged with
reviewing and approving school bud-
gets, among other duties. This was
part of his agenda on long-term prop-
erty tax reform.

Union Executive County Superin-
tendent, Carmen Centuolo, can re-
vise, deny, approve and reallocate
funds as she sees fit.

The board will have a public hear-
ing on the budget Wednesday, March
19, at 8 p.m. at the Edison Intermedi-
ate School, during its Special Educa-
tion Expo.

Board Chairman Ginny Leiz said
the board had no choice but to sched-
ule it on that date, as the state man-
dated the hearing occur during March
19 through March 27, and since the
school is on spring break the week of
March 24, and other holidays coin-
cide, it was the only date available.

The school board election and pub-
lic vote on the budget is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 15.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
School Budget

WF Schools Observe
Presidents’ Birthdays
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Public Schools will be closed Mon-
day, February 18, and Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, in observance of the birth-
days of Presidents Washington and
Lincoln. On Tuesday, February 19,
teachers will report to school for
staff in-service.

jecting to contract provisions for him to
work part-time.

In other business, the BOE proposed a
budget of $14,830,640, with a tax levy of
$12,595,939, to be presented to the Union
County superintendent of schools for re-
view.

Last year’s base budget was
$14,565,752, with a tax levy of
$11,694,735. The total budget prior to
budget transfers was $14,953,887.

“I think it is a lean budget. With a lot of
uncertainty about what the state is going
to do, and taxes, I think this budget is the
best that we can do for the students,”
Raymond Haggar said.

The budget calls for four additional
staff members to support state average
class sizes. Those positions include two
language arts teachers, a special educa-
tion teacher and a teacher assistant.

Officials said the grand total of em-
ployees would then be 120. With the four
additional staff positions the budget will
be $6,676,104. The budget also includes
funds for the 104 students that receive
special education, with tuition, transpor-
tation, out of district placement and ser-
vices.

That totals around $3.1 million. Other
additions to the budget include $37,000
in tuition reimbursement, $23,000 in staff
training, and $14,000 in curriculum writ-
ing.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
Schools
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRIME STOPPER...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow, right,
discusses how his office combats crime with publisher Horace Corbin at The
Leader/Times office last Friday. The interview can be seen on the Internet at
goleader.com/video.

Cty. Prosecutor Romankow
Discusses Gangs and Drugs

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – When asked if law
enforcement is winning the war on
drugs Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow  said, “No.” But,
he said, police will keep pressing.

He said gangs are in every town in
Union County – whether residents want
to acknowledge it or not. The first part
of the battle was to get the towns and its
police departments to recognize gangs
exist. Gangs need money, and to get
money, they sell drugs, buy guns and
commit violent crime.

Union County is home to more than
1,900 gang members. Roughly 1,600
live here; some are in jail, and  others
have left the state.

Mr. Romankow met with publisher
Horace Corbin in the office of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Friday, February 8,
to discuss initiatives of the prosecutor’s
office for the coming year. The video of
the interview is available for viewing
on the Internet at goleader.com.

Mr. Romankow was reappointed in
December to a second, five-year term
by Governor Jon Corzine, with the
support of State Senators Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth) and Nicholas Scutari
(LD-22, Linden), of the majority party,
along with the concurrence of Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) from
the minority party. He said this pro-
vides him with broad-based support,
and he keeps in touch with the leaders
on a frequent basis.

In New Jersey, the county prosecutor
is the “top cop.” Each of the 21 counties
has a prosecutor who reports to the
attorney general, currently Ann Milli-
gram. The Union County prosecutor
oversees all police departments in the
county, including the sheriff’s office,
Union County police and Kean Univer-
sity police.

Mr. Romankow’s office determines
policing policy and provides oversight
but seldom becomes involved in day-
to-day operations. Although, if neces-
sary, Mr. Romankow said he could take
over a police department. Mr.
Romankow said he prefers to consider
his office as a law office rather than an
investigative operation; although, his
staff frequently debates this role.

It is best that police departments are
empowered with the investigative and
on-the-beat responsibilities, he said.

The Union County prosecutor’s of-
fice houses 260 employees and handles
5,000 to 7,000 cases a year, excluding
juvenile cases. It also serves an impor-
tant role in plea-bargaining to resolve
cases; otherwise, the court system would
be jammed, he said. Other cases are
sent to the grand jury; if the grand jury
indicts, then they are prosecuted in
superior court in Elizabeth, which is
part of the state court system.

Fighting street gangs, drugs and crime
are major activities of the Union County
prosecutor’s office. Mr. Romankow said
his office prefers to attempt to stop the
distribution of drugs at the source, which
in his opinion is the the most effective
approach, rather than only pursuing the
“street urchins.”

Mr. Romankow said he would visit
the attorney general in Columbia in
March to enhance cooperation in fight-
ing the influx of drugs.

In the fight against gangs, informa-
tion is gathered and put in a database.
He said gangs are “proud” of their
indicators –  specific colors, body mark-
ings, scars or clothing – and brag about
it.

In order to assist police in apprehend-
ing suspected gang members, police cars
in 17 Union County towns are equipped
with computers that feature a program
called “Infocop.” When police officers

Apartment Building Owner
Seeks 12-Unit Expansion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment will continue a hearing on an
application to renovate and expand a
Park Avenue apartment building so
that the board can hear testimony
from a traffic safety expert.

Carol Kraus owns the four-unit
building at 457-459 Park Avenue,
across from the Scotch Plains Post
Office. She wants to renovate the
existing building and construct an
addition that would result in 12 units,
with a mix of one- and two-bedroom
apartments. The apartments would
range in size from 810 to 1,150 square
feet. Two of the units would be af-
fordable housing units for low- and
moderate-income persons, according
to the applicant’s professional plan-
ner, Elizabeth McKenzie.

Numerous variances are being
sought, including ones for lot area,
building height and density. The prop-
erty measures 0.8 acres, while the
local zoning requirement is for one
acre. The proposed building would
be three stories high, while 2.5 stories
is the maximum allowed under the
township’s zoning law. Local regula-
tions state that no more than 12 bed-
rooms per acre are permitted, while
the application calls for 17 bedrooms
within the 12 units.

At the zoning board’s meeting last
Thursday, several board members
raised concerns about the proposed
height and size of the new building.
But attorney Robert Kraus, repre-
senting his wife, told the board that
other apartment buildings and com-
plexes in the immediate neighbor-

hood — including Forest Village and
the Carriage Post condominiums —
have a similar or greater density of
apartments per acre as the expanded
building being proposed. He said the
renovations, including a new exte-
rior, would be “a major enhancement”
to the existing structure.

The architect for the project, Rocco
Campanella, said a new office build-
ing under construction on the adja-
cent property would be higher than
the proposed building.

Concerns also were raised by two
residents living on School Place,
which runs behind the property, about
the potential for increased flooding
as a result of the expanded building
and parking lot. The property is next
to the Cedar Brook. The northern
portion of the property and a section
of the existing building are located
within a designated floodway.

Nancy DeCristofaro of School
Place, citing the increased paved park-
ing lots at the nearby church and the
adjacent office building, urged the
board to “look very carefully” to en-
sure that increased flooding risks do
not occur. She said even during the
heaviest rainstorms, the properties
on her street have avoided flooding.

Plans call for an underground re-
taining tank for excess rainwater to
be installed under the new parking
lot, and Mr. Kraus, in response to a
question from board member Mary
DePaola, said during Tropical Storm
Floyd in September 1999, there had
been no water in the basement of the
building.

The board is expected to continue
the hearing at its Thursday, March 6
meeting.

SWINE FLEW...At the “Pigs Will Fly” rally in Trenton last Friday, Sen. Tom
Kean (LD-21, Westfield) speaks to a crowd in opposition to Governor Jon
Corzine’s financial-restructuring plan..

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEARTS AND HUGS…On Monday, the staff at Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood is fully prepared for Valentine’s Day, from
balloons to chocolates to cards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Millie Wagner, Ceil D’Agostino and Grace Rich.
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BOE Unveils $77.8 Mil. Budget;
Del Sordi: Budget is Over State Cap

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi un-
veiled a proposed budget of $77,846,725
last Thursday. He said the portion of the
draft budget that falls under the state-
mandated 4 percent, or $74,291,238, is
$398,942 over the state’s spending limi-
tation.

Mr. Del Sordi said the district re-
ceived state and federal aid of
$1,211,493. The district’s debt service
is $2,343,994. Both figures are not sub-

ject to the spending cap.
“We are still currently above the state

mandated cap,” he said. “Our adminis-
tration is continuing to look at options.”

The budget, Mr. Del Sordi said, com-
bines the cost for classroom instruc-
tion, support services and capital out-
lay. He said the maximum budget the
district is allowed under the state’s cap
is $73,892,296.

The classroom instruction category
includes costs for teachers’ salaries,
instructional aides, in-district special
education classes, tuitions and benefits,
as well as other programs such as basic

skills, ESL, speech, co-curricular pro-
grams and athletics. The proposed bud-
get specified for each of these areas has
increased from last year.

Support services would include items
not directly related to in-class instruc-
tion. This would include costs for areas
such as health, the guidance depart-
ment, media, transportation, mainte-
nance and staff training.

The guidance category, general ad-
ministration, business administration,
administrative technology and com-
munity service each would have budget
decreases in the proposed budget, the
largest loss being in general adminis-
tration, which Mr. Del Sordi said did
not signify staffing, but in technology
areas.

He said the support services’ budget
decreases were in areas that least affect
the classroom, and that there still would
be room in the budget for three portable
classrooms at Terrill Middle School
starting in September.

The capital outlay area included costs
for equipment, leasing and construc-
tion, with the only budget decrease in
construction.

Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Madeline Meyer said that there would
be an increase in textbook purchases
due to wear and tear, as well as in-
creased enrollment. Ms. Meyer also
described the curriculum development
allotments in the budget, noting that
teachers would work over the summer
to enhance the curriculum for most
subjects.

For 2008-2009, for example, teach-
ers will make adjustments to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Spanish
course, levels 2, 3 and 4, since the
current freshman class was the first
class to begin studying Spanish in el-
ementary school. Also, teachers will
work together on creating an assess-
ment of grades 3 through 5, so students
will become more engaged in social
studies and better prepared to perform
well at high-stakes tests in all subjects,
Ms. Meyer said.

Director of Special Services Thomas
Beese said the proposed special educa-
tion budget is up by $1,086,175 for
2008-2009. He said the largest expenses
in this area are tuition and transporta-
tion. Tuition includes private alterna-
tive schools.

“I’m not going to place the students
[in district] based on the budget,” he
said. “I look at what the child needs and
would have to make sure that their
needs were adequately met here and
that there was an educational benefit.”

In other business, Board President
Trip Whitehouse commended the good
sportsmanship of student athlete Mike
Alleman.  At the Jersey City Develop-
ment Meet, Alleman threw what was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Describes Ordinance
On Cell Towers ‘Ineffective’

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-
tin Marks this week repeated his com-
ments from last week that it would be
“unfair” to township residents for the
council to pass an “ineffective” ordi-
nance outlining where cell phone tow-
ers could and could not be placed.

The mayor made his remarks at
Tuesday’s township council meeting
in response to comments from Rich-
ard Samuel, the township Democratic
chairman, who questioned the accu-
racy of input the council received last
week from Bruce Eisenstein, a pro-
fessor of computer and electrical en-
gineering at Drexel University and a
consultant on cellular technology is-
sues to more than 80 municipalities.

At the council conference meeting
last week, Professor Eisenstein told
the governing body that enacting an
ordinance is “probably not a good
idea” because local officials would
end up having less control over the
size and location of such towers.

Calling Professor Eisenstein’s con-
clusion last week “incorrect,” Mr.
Samuel asked for a response to corre-
spondence that he sent to township
officials that cited a federal court of
appeals case involving a Pennsylva-
nia town’s ordinance limiting cell
tower placement. Mr. Samuel offered
it as evidence that an ordinance of
this type could be effective in Scotch

Plains.
But Township Attorney Brian

Levine said that, in that case, “the
ordinance was deemed ineffective”
and that the town had been ordered to
issue building permits despite the
town’s ordinance. Mr. Levine told
Mr. Samuel that it would be “ineffec-
tive and cost taxpayer dollars to de-
fend an ordinance that would serve
no purpose.”

In other business at the council’s
40-minute meeting, held amidst the
winter’s first snowfall, the council
introduced an ordinance that will pro-
hibit parking on a portion of Red-
wood Road during school hours.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool called
the area of Redwood Road adjacent
to Brunner Elementary School “dan-
gerous and crowded, especially at
school time.”

She said the ordinance, which pro-
hibits parking on the south side of

Redwood Road between Cedar Brook
and Westfield Road between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on school days, “will al-
low parents to safely bring their kids
to school and is welcomed by
homeowners in the area.” A public
hearing on the ordinance will be held
on Tuesday, February 26.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance formally appropriating
$135,000 from the state Department
of Transportation Trust Fund to be
used for roadway improvements to
Deer Path from Glenside Avenue to
the Mountainside border and Glenside
Avenue from Deer Path to Sky Top
Drive.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance amending local storm water
control ordinances. Councilman Jef-
frey Strauss said enactment of the
ordinance, which will involve storm
water management controls for all

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Receives Grant,
Hires Downtown Developer

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night, Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the borough council
approved two resolutions related to the
ongoing redevelopment of the down-
town.

The first measure authorizes the gov-
erning body to sign a $50,000 Smart
Future Grant agreement with the state’s
Office of Smart Growth.

“We have been lucky to receive
[grants] from the Division of Commu-
nity Affairs to help support our efforts
with the redevelopment,” said Mayor
Mahr, pointing to similar grant awards
in recent years.

“The downtown redevelopment is
approaching the end, and we’re going
to be making some changes [pertaining
to consultant work],” the mayor said.

To that end, the mayor and council a
short time later approved a resolution to
hire a professional planning firm to
work in concert with the borough’s
redevelopment agency.

The resolution spells out a profes-
sional-services contract “not to exceed
$10,000” with the firm T&M Associ-
ates. Part of the Smart Future grant will
pay for the contract.

In other business, the governing body
reviewed, on first reading, a proposed
ordinance that would give the borough
the option of exceeding the “municipal
budget appropriation limit” of 2.5 per-
cent; a second reading is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 11.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said the ordinance would allow the
borough “to increase our budget cap to
3.5 percent if we need it only because of
all the expenses we’re facing.”

The mayor and council this week
began holding a series of special budget
meetings to review departmental bud-
gets and formally prepare to introduce
a proposed budget early next month;
sticking to this timeline will preserve
the option of applying for “extraordi-
nary municipal aid” from the state,
which must be dedicated to reducing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD JOE…Longtime Fanwood resident and volunteer Joe Nagy was given
special recognition by the mayor and council at Tuesday night’s meeting. Coun-
cilman David Valian, right, presented Mr. Nagy with a resolution and plaque
honoring his work with TV-35, the Historic Preservation Commission and many
other organizations in town.
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POLICE BLOTTER

enter a suspect’s indicators, a photo ap-
pears.

“It’s state of the art,” Mr. Romankow
said.

He also said wiretapping is “highly
used” in his operation. Recently, Union
County was rated as the fifth-highest wire-
tapped county in the country, he said.

Wiretapping is also used as part of the
nation’s war on terrorism, he said. At
times, his office interfaces with the fed-
eral justice department, Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA), state police and the
FBI. In cases involving drugs, his office
interacts frequently with other agencies.
He said the FBI works mostly with his
office in organized-crime cases.

Mr. Romankow said there are many
other types of crime his office prosecutes,
including child molestation, sex crimes
and human trafficking. As an example, in
2002, a Plainfield ring of Mexican women
enslaved into prostitution was busted. Mas-
sage parlors with ties to prostitution were
closed down recently, including some in
Springfield. He said laws requiring these
parlors to be regulated were passed in
numerous towns. Mr. Romankow said New
Jersey has more “go-go” establishments
than any other state.

He said each year, his office receives
more than 500 reports of children molesta-
tion in Union County. These consist of
children 13 and under. Crimes involving
those older than 13 are categorized as sex
crimes.

Human trafficking is an “enormous prob-
lem,” with 15,000 to 17,000 people being
trafficked into New Jersey each year. In
many cases, women brought into this coun-
try illegally are sold into prostitution. Mr.
Romankow said human trafficking is the
third-largest crime problem worldwide.

When asked about identity theft, he said
his office is not equipped to deal with this
issue on a large scale and that the issue is a
worldwide problem. Informing citizens
about how to protect themselves on the
Internet is what he hopes to do to reduce
incidences of identity theft.

The prosecutor’s office helps assess the
terrorism risks associated with the “most
dangerous two miles in the country” —
referring to the strip along the waterfront in
Linden that features chemical plants and
refineries — as it was labeled by U.S.
Attorney for New Jersey Christopher
Christie.

Mr. Romankow said all county schools’
security statuses have been audited, and
enhancements have been implemented. Po-
lice chiefs, school administrators, parents
and children are being educated about gangs
and drugs.

Union County Police headquarters in
Westfield features a new laboratory that can
examine blood and drugs. The prosecutor
said, shortly, it will be certified for DNA
work and will be the only county in the state
with this capability. With DNA capabili-
ties, cold cases – those where the killer has
never been found, for example – can be
resurrected.

When asked about starting an interna-
tional manhunt for the two Union County
jail escapees, Otis Blunt and Jose Espinosa,
Mr. Romankow said “brother and sister”
law-enforcement agencies become in-
volved. He said federal marshals and
“America’s Most Wanted” were “very help-
ful” and generated many leads.

He said the Rev. Al Sharpton was in
contact with the New York City police, not
his office. His office, through independent
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County Prosecutor
Discusses Crime

efforts, had already located escapee Mr.
Blunt in Mexico City and was closing in on
his capture.

“It’s ironic that Mr. Blunt is from New
Jersey and was found in Mexico City;
while Mr. Espinosa, an illegal alien from
Mexico, was found in Elizabeth,” Mr.
Romankow said. “Mr. Blunt sat outside
on the roof [of the jail] for eight hours.
Most escapees only have a plan for escape
[but no plan after escaping].”

Both escapees were indicted last Fri-
day and charged with escape. A new jail
director, Brian Riordan, a former New
York City Department of Corrections
warden, was hired last Friday.

Mr. Romankow said he believes in
moving mentally-unstable, non-violent
criminals from the jails to treatment cen-
ters. As a goal for this year, Mr. Romankow
said he hopes that a child-advocacy cen-
ter will be a reality soon in the county.

The prosecutor said residents should
report crimes to their local police depart-
ments.

Mr. Romankow can be contacted by e-
mail at tromankow@ucnj.org, by phone
at (908) 527-4500 and by mail at Union
County Prosecutor, Rahway Avenue,
Elizabeth, NJ 07207.

believed to be a Union County record
— a 65-foot, 6-inch shot put. Along
with his coach, Rich McGriff, Alleman
later questioned the weights of the shot
puts when others were exceeding their
current best throws. They found out that
Mike mistakenly used a 10-pound shot
put, instead of a 12-pound shot put and
acknowledged that the record did not
stand.

“Mr. Alleman truly encompasses
what sportsmanship is all about,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “This makes us
prouder than any banners hanging in
our gym.”

He also acknowledged Coach
McGriff, as well as, Alleman’s family.
“This is why this district supports our
athletics.”

The board will approve the first read-
ing of the district’s advertising/corpo-
rate sponsorships policy on Thursday,
February 28.

“With the budget crunch and the fact
that there is money out there to raise, we
had to look into corporate sponsor-
ship,” board member and Policy Com-
mittee Chairman Warren McFall said.
“All advertising will be consistent with
other board policies.”

Regulations for the policy would al-
low corporate sponsorship proposals
for less than $1,500, to be approved by
the superintendent of schools with board
approval. The district would not allow
advertisements, among other material
that goes against board policies, that
promotes drug, alcohol and tobacco
use, is sexually explicit, or overrides the
school’s identity, officials said.

In a report for the Shared Services
Committee, board member Jane
Costello said that the Union County
Educational Services Commission
passed a resolution to join with New
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SPFBOE Budget Increase
Proposed Over State Limit

Jersey’s Providers of Countywide Edu-
cational Services in an association
known as New Jersey Association of
Educational Service Agencies.

“This association encompasses the
commissions and special service groups
from all over New Jersey in response to
A-5, with the goal being an increased
level of shared services and providing
more “public” services for children
with a variety of special needs,” Ms.
Costello, board liaison to the UCESC,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Mr. Del Sordi recommended the
board approve, on February 28, Phoe-
nix Advisors, LLC to serve as financial
consultants for the financing of bonds
and other financial advisory services.
He said bids would open on Wednes-
day, February 20, for athletic supplies
and equipment damaged in the fire at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School athletic field.

In addition, the board discussed and
agreed that on April 16, as part of a joint
project with Drug Abuse Resistance
Education (D.A.R.E) and the National
Guard, a helicopter can land on the
Park Middle School field for “Think
Purple Week,” an annual drug and alco-
hol substance abuse awareness week.

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 4, a resident of

Raritan Road reported that she received
several calls from someone asking about
her personal business and then hung up.

Tuesday, February 5, a Route 22 busi-
ness reported that a former customer has
been repeatedly calling the business and
hanging up.

Wednesday, February 6, a Route 22
gas station reported that someone ordered
$6 worth of gas and fled without paying.

Thursday, February 7, the owner of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone entered the restaurant through
the unlocked rear door and removed cash
from a desk. It is unknown at this time
how much cash was removed, police said.

Sunday, February 10, Sean Fuller, 21
of Dunellen and Mathew Stolz, 21, of
Easton, Pa., were arrested and charged
with simple assault. According to police,
after responding to a report of a distur-
bance, police found the two fighting in
the street.

Fanwood
Thursday, February 7, Ralph A.

Guzzardo, 28, of Maspeth, NY, was ar-
rested on outstanding Roselle and Scotch
Plains warrants after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Thursday, February 7, Michal A.
Cichon, 18, of Fanwood was arrested for
shoplifting from a North Avenue conve-
nience store and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS). He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released, police said.

Saturday, February 9, Antonio
Decastro, 44, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop in the 100 block of
South Avenue.

Saturday, February 9, Carlos M. Bueno-
Diaz, 25, of Rahway was arrested for an
outstanding Carteret warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the 100 block of Pater-
son Road.

Saturday, February 9, a 17-year old
male juvenile from Scotch Plains was
arrested for DWI and refusal to take a
breath test after a motor vehicle stop on
Nichols Court. According to police, he
was issued a summons and released to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, February 10, Thomas L.
Rowell, Jr., 35, of Piscataway was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. According to police, he
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Monday, February 11, Asia J. Hunter,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Boundbrook warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Westfield
Sunday, February 3, Justine Quartararo,

31, of Rahway was arrested on the 100
block of Windsor Avenue and charged
with disorderly conduct, after police re-
sponded to a report regarding an intoxi-
cated woman. Quartararo allegedly be-
came loud and uttered profanities as po-
lice attempted to get her medical treat-
ment. She later was released on her own
recognizance.

Tuesday, February 5, John Byrne, 24,
of Elizabeth was arrested in a Prospect
Street municipal parking lot and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. He was released on his own

recognizance.
Wednesday, February 6, Miguel

Sauceda, 21, of Cranford was arrested on
the 400 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding, no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s warrant. He was turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, February 6, Hurlston
Richardson, 35, of East Orange was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at the
North Avenue and East Broad Street plaza.
He was charged with possession of co-
caine, possession of cocaine with intent
to distribute, possession of cocaine with
intent to distribute in a school zone, pos-
session of marijuana, possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute, possession
of marijuana with intent to distribute in a
school zone, possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of hollow point
bullets. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

Thursday, February 7, two people were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop just
over the town line on South Avenue, East,
in Garwood, at the intersection of Maple
Street. The driver, Dennis Kinney, 29, of
Laurence Harbor was arrested on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Aberdeen,
with bail of $350. Jamie Bohnenberger,
28, of Cranford was arrested on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Union, with
bail of $1,000. Both posted bail and were
released.

Friday, February 8, Mariella Amjady,
23, of Westfield and Rachel Margolis, 23,
of Edison were arrested on the 700 block
of Central Avenue during the investiga-
tion of a motor vehicle accident. There
were no injuries.

Each of the women was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Margolis additionally
was charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia. Both were issued summonses
and released on their own recognizance.

Friday, February 8, Brian Bednarek,
49, of Woodbridge was arrested at Cen-
tral Avenue and Clifton Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He
was released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, February 10, Michael DeRosa,
Jr., 34, of High Bridge was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue, West, and
Tuttle Parkway. He was issued sum-
monses and turned over to a responsible
individual.

Mountainside
Friday, February 8, a resident of Sum-

mit Lane reported that someone obtained
her credit card information and attempted
to make $15,000 worth of unauthorized
on-line purchases from a Home Depot.
According to police, the credit card com-
pany denied the charges, and no further
unauthorized purchases have been at-
tempted.

Friday, February 8, Ian Austin, 37, of
East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $190.

Saturday, February 9, Craig S. Burns,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at head-
quarters for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $250.

Saturday, February 9, Desiree V. Tho-
mas-Moodie, 39, of Hackensack was ar-
rested for soliciting without a permit on
Longview Drive.

State Police Continue Probe
Of Westfield Man’s Death

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – New Jersey State
Police are continuing to investigate the
circumstances surrounding the death
of a Westfield man who was killed
February 7 after entering a traffic lane
on foot along Route 78. The accident
occurred at 11:14 a.m.

According to information released
by state police the following day, David
W. Gorczyca, 42, was driving a 2005
Saab eastbound on Route 78 in Leba-
non Borough, Hunterdon County, when
for reasons unknown he stopped his
vehicle on the right shoulder of the road
at Milepost 20.4.

He then exited the vehicle and en-
tered the right of three lanes of traffic,

where he was struck by an eastbound
1995 Mack dump truck operated by
Edward J. Duboyce, Jr., 37, of
Hackettstown. Mr. Gorczyca was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, state police
confirmed.

A native of Elizabeth, Mr. Gorczyca
was a financial planner and the married
father of three children. He was a gradu-
ate of Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains and was awarded a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Finance from
Seton Hall University.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, February 11, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield.

Meetings Planned In March
To Finalize SID Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
is planning to hold four or five meet-
ings in March to make what Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool says will be
“minor changes” to a proposed ordi-
nance establishing a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district and along Route 22.

Mrs. Malool said that in the two
weeks since meeting with business
and property owners about the SID
initiative, she has been contacted by
about 15 individuals interested in serv-
ing on a steering committee to final-
ize the details of an ordinance and
make any needed changes to its lan-
guage. The township council is ex-
pected to vote on establishing a SID
before the summer and the ordinance
would be similar to one that was
voted down by the governing body in
2004.

Mrs. Malool said she is hoping to
secure the services of a consultant “to
provide additional guidance” to the
committee when it holds meetings to
make changes to the 2004 ordinance
prior to its introduction this spring.

At last week’s council meeting,
Mrs. Malool said she envisioned
bringing in “someone who is more
knowledgeable about the process” to
attend the meetings and assist Town-
ship Attorney Brian Levine in draft-
ing the ordinance.

“Overall, the reaction this time has
been very positive,” Mrs. Malool told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,

noting she has not heard much in the
way of negative comments, which
she called “very reassuring.” While
there have been “some detractors,”
she said that “if we didn’t do anything
without 100 percent approval, we’d
never do anything.”

One of the main objections raised
four years ago, and again by some at
last month’s meeting, was the pro-
posed assessments on property own-
ers that would be used to finance the
SID’s operations and activities. Prop-
erty owners would pay between $250
and $2,000 annually based on their
property’s assessed value. Properties
valued up to $100,000 would pay
$250; those valued from $100,000 to
$200,000 would pay $550; those be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 would
pay $800; properties between
$300,000 and $750,000 would be as-
sessed $1,250; those between
$750,000 and $2 million would pay
$1,500; and properties valued higher
than $2 million would pay $2,000.

Some property owners have voiced
concern that this assessment, which
they said would likely pass on to their
tenants in the form of increased rent,
would result in a loss of tenants.

But township officials said an ex-
amination four years ago of the pro-
posed assessment formula showed
that, of the 117 properties included
within the SID’s proposed borders,
almost half would be assessed $550
annually, or about $45 a month, while
another 21 properties would have paid
just $250, or about $20 per month.

HAIR TODAY...Susan Schuman of Fanwood donates her shoulder-length hair
on February 4 so that a child without hair can have a wig as part of the Locks of
Love program. Ms. Schuman is known for being a member of the Escape quartet.

major developments in Scotch Plains,
will make the township fully compli-
ant with required mandates in this
area. A public hearing on the ordi-
nance is scheduled for February 26.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a resolution congratulating
the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation on
its 25th anniversary.

Website Upgrades, Child
Privacy On TV-34 Discussed

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council, last week, discussed enhance-
ment of the township’s website and
also talked about ways to ensure the
safety of children who appear at coun-
cil meetings that are televised and broad-
cast on the website.

Councilman Kevin Glover said the
technology-advisory committee had fa-
vored posting the agendas and minutes
of council meetings, as well as for the
planning board and the zoning board of
adjustment, on the website. He also
favored posting the text of resolutions
and ordinances that are approved by the
council. Including this information on
the scotchplainsnj.com website, which
was upgraded last summer, will help
make the site “as robust and as rich as
possible,” he said.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said posting the agenda for the council’s
Tuesday meetings in a timely manner
should not be a problem since those
agendas are usually finalized a day or

two in advance.
The council also discussed at its con-

ference meeting last week a concern
raised by TV34 Director William
McMeekan regarding the televised
broadcasts of the council meetings,
which are also eventually available for
viewing on the website. Periodically,
school-age children appear at meet-
ings, whether to be honored for an
individual achievement, such as be-
coming an Eagle Scout, or as part of a
group such as a school chorus.  Typi-
cally, they will provide their name and
often the school they attend.

Mr. McMeekan – who, according
to Mayor Martin Marks, raised con-
cerns about child predators poten-
tially taking note of this information
– put forth options for protecting the
children’s privacy, including having
parents sign releases to allow their
child’s name or likeness to be broad-
cast on television. The council agreed
to edit website broadcasts of past
council meetings so that children’s
images are not seen.
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Fanwood Council
the local property tax rate. The borough
received $325,000 in such aid last year.

Also, the governing body approved a
resolution authorizing “length of service
award” grants to eligible volunteer mem-
bers of the borough’s rescue squad and
fire department.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said 13 res-
cue-squad members and 18 fire-depart-
ment personnel would each receive $600
grants.

The mayor and council made several
presentations and appointments Tuesday
night.

Alex Pinto was appointed to the Cul-
tural Arts Committee and John Quinnones
was appointed to the recreation commis-
sion.

Rescue squad volunteer Robert Hoyer
was honored as Volunteer of the Month
for responding to nearly 80 percent of the
squad’s nearly 700 calls last month.

“With volunteers like you, we just

couldn’t have a better community,” said
Council President Joan Wheeler.

Longtime borough resident and volun-
teer Joe Nagy was given special recogni-
tion for his many years of service, includ-
ing 15 years working for TV-35. Mr.
Nagy, 85, recently stepped down from
some of his volunteer duties but said he
still plans to remain active in town.

“I guess I was born with a volunteerism
gene somewhere in my system,” he said.

“Joe is probably the most active volun-
teer in the history of our community,”
said fellow TV-35 staffer George Weiss,
who worked with Mr. Nagy since the
cable channel’s inception.

“We’re hoping to get several people to
do the job that Joe did,” said Mayor Mahr,
appealing to the public for new TV 35
volunteers.

The governing body also honored
Troop 33 Eagle Scout Christopher
Casserly.

WF Confirms Two
Cases of MRSA at WHS

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times received word from
Westfield High School (WHS) on Friday
that there have been two “confirmed cases”
of MRSA (Methicillin Resistant Staphylo-
coccus Aureus) at the school.

In the e-mail (see page 4), dated February
7, WHS nurse and Health Services Coordi-
nator Margaret Teitelbaum informed par-
ents and guardians of the bacterium’s exist-
ence at the school but emphasized that a
physician has treated the children and cleared
them to return.

Last November, after receiving uncon-
firmed reports about the existence of MRSA
at WHS, Ms. Teitelbaum acknowledged
that there was a “rumor going around that a
student had been diagnosed with MRSA.”

However, Ms. Teitelbaum, at that time,
said, “No student that I know of has it
(MRSA). There have been no documented
cases at this time.” Reached last Friday, Ms.
Teitelbaum again reiterated that there were
no documented cases last November.

Megan Cornish, the public health nurs-
ing supervisor, also confirmed the two cases
at WHS; she added that both students were
“asymptomatic” at the present time and
pose “no threat” to others at the school. She
said it is uncertain if the two cases are
connected.

“We are not sure at this time if the two
students received it from each other,” she
said.

Explaining that MRSA is spread through
direct contact with an open wound, she
stressed that it is not “airborne.”

She said after the media’s coverage of a
Brooklyn student who died as a result of
contracting the bacterium in October 2007,
“people get worked up” when they hear the
term MRSA.

Ms. Cornish stressed that the disease has
been around for years.

“It’s nothing to panic about,” she added.
“It’s not that we’re seeing it more, it’s just
being diagnosed more frequently.”

FW Environmental Comm.
Updates Resource Inventory
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Environ-

mental Commission completed an update
of the borough’s Environmental Resource
Inventory (ERI), last updated in 1991.

An ERI, also known as a Natural Re-
source Inventory, provides a comprehen-
sive look at a municipality’s natural re-
sources, environmental features and unique
characteristics.

The ERI include narratives and maps
covering Fanwood’s vegetation and wild-
life, climate, air quality, noise, geology,
soils, water supply and water quality, as
well as its historic features.

The project was financed in part from a
$2,125 Smart Growth Planning Grant. The
borough also provided matching funds.

The Environmental Commission will
present the updated ERI to the planning
board at the next planning board meeting on
February 27 for adoption of the ERI as the
conservation element of the borough’s Mas-
ter Plan.

A copy of the ERI will be available at the
Fanwood Library and on visitfanwood.com.
For more information, leave a message in
the commission’s mailbox at borough hall
or e-mail Environ@visitFanwood.com.

Mountainside Chief School
Admin. O’Malley Resigns

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The chief
school administrator of the
Mountainside Board of Education, Ri-
chard O’Malley, announced his resig-
nation at Tuesday night’s BOE meet-
ing.

Mr. O’Malley will leave the district
in June to take a position as the super-
intendent of schools for the Matawan-
Aberdeen Board of Education. He will
begin serving the Matawan-
Aberdeen district this Tues-
day on a part-time basis
through May.

According to an Asbury
Park Press article on Tues-
day, Mr. O’Malley will be
paid $750 per month through
May, when he will be released
from his Mountainside con-
tract, which runs through
2012. His yearly salary as
Matawan-Aberdeen superintendent is
$173,000.

Mr. O’Malley was hired at $130,000
per year as Mountainside CSA in March
2005. He replaced Gerard Schaller, who
resigned.

Matawan-Aberdeen is a kindergar-
ten-to-grade-12 regional district, with a
high school, middle school, four el-
ementary schools and a pre-school.

“I am going to miss him a lot. He did
a lot for this school district,” Scot
Worswick, BOE member, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Board Member Raymond Haggar
added that, “I think he has done a great
service to the district and I understand
his reason for leaving us.”

The Asbury Park Press reported that

the Matawan-Aberdeen board voted 6-
3, Monday night, to hire Mr. O’Malley.
Three board members voted against the
appointment, objecting to contract pro-
visions for him to work part-time.

In other business, the BOE proposed
a budget of $14,830,640, with a tax
levy of $12,595,939, to be presented to
the Union County superintendent of
schools for review.

Last year’s base budget was
$14,565,752, with a tax levy of

$11,694,735. The total bud-
get prior to budget transfers
was $14,953,887.

“I think it is a lean budget.
With a lot of uncertainty
about what the state is going
to do, and taxes, I think this
budget is the best that we can
do for the students,”
Raymond Haggar said.

The budget calls for four
additional staff members to

support state average class sizes. Those
positions include two language-arts
teachers, a special-education teacher
and a teacher assistant.

Officials said the grand total of em-
ployees would then be 120. With the
four additional staff positions the bud-
get will be $6,676,104. The budget also
includes funds for the 104 students that
receive special education, with tuition,
transportation, out of district placement
and services.

That totals around $3.1 million. Other
additions to the budget include $37,000
in tuition reimbursement, $23,000 in
staff training, and $14,000 in curricu-
lum writing.

Paul Peyton contributed to the re-
port.

Richard O’Malley
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County Hires NYC Warden
As County Jail Director

ELIZABETH – Brian Riordan, a
former New York City Department of
Corrections warden with more than
20 years of experience, has been hired
as the new director of the Union
County jail, county officials an-
nounced last Friday.

According to the county release,
Mr. Riordan was hired following a
nationwide search conducted by
Union County for a new jail director
following the announced retirement
of former director Frank Crose,
months ago.

 During an interim period, Gary
Hilton served as acting director. The
county received more than 30 re-
sumes during the job search and nar-
rowed the list to five finalists, includ-
ing Mr. Riordan. Mr. Hilton replaced
Mr. Crose after the December escape
of two county jail inmates.

“Brian’s experience speaks for it-
self,” said County Manager George
Devanney. “In New York City, he
commanded the largest operating fa-
cility in the city’s corrections depart-
ment at Rikers, with the largest in-
mate population. He has worked his
way through the ranks during a 21-
year career and established an out-
standing record of achievement.”

Mr. Riordan, 42, a New Jersey resi-
dent, is earning a salary of $115,000
a year and started his new job on
February 11. He will be responsible
for the supervision of a total staff of
approximately 280 officers and non-
civilian employees, and approxi-
mately 960 prisoners, with another
100 under contract at Delaney Hall in
Essex County.

Mr. Riordan said he followed the
developments surrounding the jail
escape of two inmates in December
from the Unioin County jail and has
been briefed about the prosecutor’s
findings at the facility, as well as Mr.
Hilton’s recommendations and
changes.

“The Union County jail is not
unique in that it faces many of the
same issues as did the facilities I’ve
supervised in New York City,” Mr.
Riordan said. “With that said, there is
much work to be done, and I am
excited about the challenges ahead
and in working with the county ad-
ministration and staff at the facility in
running a safe and secure facility.”

During a 21-year career in correc-
tions in New York City, Mr. Riordan
served from 2005 to 2007 as the war-
den of the Anna M. Kross Center at
Rikers Island. The center can contain
as many as 3,000 inmates in 68 hous-
ing areas over 45 acres. The jail popu-
lation consists of at least 500 gang
members. Mr. Riordan was also re-
sponsible for the supervision of 1,200
uniformed staff and 200 civilian em-
ployees, county officials said.

Mr. Riordan served since Septem-
ber last year as the warden of the New
York City Corrections’ Department

of Transportation Division, where he
oversaw the largest prisoner trans-
port operation in the nation. He intro-
duced technological equipment into
emergency vehicles, such as the lat-
est GPS technology, and oversaw new
training initiatives to ensure driver
safety and adherence to security re-
straint protocols.

Escapees Indicted
ELIZABETH – A Union County

grand jury has indicted Otis Blunt
and Jose Espinosa for the crime of
escape in the third degree. The indict-
ment was handed up last Friday to
state Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi, according to Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow.

The one-count indictment reads as
follows: “The Grand Jurors of the
State of New Jersey, for the County of
Union, upon their oaths present that
Otis Blunt and Jose Espinosa on or
about December 14, 2007, in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union, and
within the jurisdiction of this Court
did knowingly and without lawful
authority remove themselves from
official detention, contrary to the pro-
visions of N.J.S.A 2C:29-5a. and
against the peace of this State, the
government and dignity of the same.”

Blunt, 33, of Toms River, and
Espinosa, 21, of Elizabeth, escaped
from the Union County jail on De-
cember 15 of last year. Both escapees
were recaptured within hours of each
other on January 8 and 9 after an
intensive manhunt that involved the
Union County Police, Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Union County
Sheriff’s Department and U. S. Mar-
shals. Espinosa was found in a base-
ment apartment in Elizabeth, while
Blunt was tracked to a $10-a-night
motel in Mexico.

Blunt is also facing robbery and
weapons charges, which were pend-
ing prior to his escape. He is due in
court on those charges on Tuesday,
February 19. Espinosa, who pled
guilty to aggravated manslaughter in
January 2007, was awaiting sentenc-
ing on those charges when he es-
caped. That sentencing is currently
scheduled for Friday, February 22.

Both inmates are presently being
housed at Trenton State Prison.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
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Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court
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(908) 232-1231
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Manahan Named
Partner in Law Firm
SCOTCH PLAINS – Barbara

Manahan of Scotch Plains has been
promoted to partner of the West Or-
ange-based law firm of Wolff and
Samson PC. Ms. Manahan will prac-
tice in the areas of commercial real-
estate and real-property financing.

She is a former member and past
president of the Summit Bar Associa-
tion and earned her law degree from
Rutgers University Law School.

Prosecutor Rules Bk-Hgts.
Violated Sunshine Act

Cross-County Connection
Estimated at $200-$570 Mil.

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

WESTFIELD — NJ Transit on
Monday announced the findings of
its Cross-County Connection study,
stating that although the proposed
expansion of rail service between the
Raritan Valley line, Newark and Eliza-
beth has potential, additional funding
must be found for the project to ad-
vance out of its infancy.

The study’s findings were presented
at a meeting of the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition at the Westfield Municipal
Building. At the meeting, Jack
Kanarek, senior director of project
development for NJ Transit, stated
that the project warrants further con-
sideration if funding can be secured.

“It appears worthy of further analy-
sis if funding is made available,” Mr.
Kanarek said. “Funding needs to be
identified to advance the project.”

The study examined three potential
options for linking rail service from
the Raritan Valley line to Newark and
Elizabeth. The plans included using
the former Central Railroad of New
Jersey lines to link Cranford and Eliza-
beth and triple-tracking portions of
the railroad from Cranford to Newark.
Proposed plans would provide a rail
link with trains running from Raritan
and Cranford to midtown Elizabeth
and the Jersey Gardens Mall.

The study examined the plans by
estimating construction and operat-

ing costs, as well as the ridership
potential of the expanded line. The
rough estimates for the cost of the
project ranged from $200 to $570
million.

Mr. Kanarek said the project is still
in its early stages and that there are
many other NJ Transit projects that
are further developed than the Cross-
County Connection.

“This is only a screening study, so
we still have a ways to go to move this
project along,” Mr. Kanarek said. “The
next phase would be more detailed
concept engineering and environmen-
tal analysis.”

With New Jersey presently $32 bil-
lion in debt, the state does not have
the resources to fund all of the new
projects it is considering, officials
said. Federal funding is a potential
option, but competition for such fund-
ing is high.

“That’s transportation in New Jer-
sey,” said Kenneth Wedeen, a planner
with the Somerset County Planning
Department. “A lot of it comes down
to the resources. There’s a lot of
projects and not a lot of money.”

Officials said Governor Jon Corzine
has pledged, as a part of his debt-
reduction program, that any asset
monetization would include perma-
nent funding for the state’s Transpor-
tation Trust fund, which provides re-
sources for municipal and county road
and bridge repairs.

County Receives $500,000
DOT Grant for Bike Path

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has been
awarded a $500,000 state grant for
the construction of a new bike path in
Lenape Park. The funds were awarded
under the New Jersey Department of
Transportation Bikeways grant pro-
gram.

“This is a milestone grant for alter-
native transportation in Union
County,” Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada said. “The new bike path
will provide more county residents
with access to a safe, healthy, afford-
able and environmentally sustainable
means of travel.”

Lenape Park is part of the 6,600-
acre Union County parks system. It
sprawls across parts of Cranford,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Union and
Westfield. The 400-acre park in-
cludes a small pond, elevated dikes

and walking trails. The new path
will be 1.2- miles long. It will be
constructed on an existing roadbed,
much of which runs atop an elevated
dike.

It will connect with existing bike
paths in Nomahegan and Black
Brook parks. Together, these paths
form part of the East Coast
Greenway, a bike route that runs
from the southern tip of Florida to
the northern tip of Maine.

The new Lenape path will replace
an existing section of the Greenway
that runs along Kenilworth Boule-
vard.

In addition to providing a safer
alternative for cyclists, the new path
will open up a previously inacces-
sible part of Lenape Park for walking,
nature observation and bird watch-
ing, county officials said.

Raynor Denitzio  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHORT ON FUNDING… Jack Kanarek, senior director of project development
for NJ Transit, addresses the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition during the group’s
meeting on Monday. Mr. Kanarek discussed the status of NJ Transit projects,
particularly the results of the Cross-County Connection Study.

UC Improvement Authority
Fails to Get Re-Org Quorum

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The annual reor-
ganization and monthly agenda meet-
ing of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA) was cancelled
on Wednesday, February 6, due to a
lack of a quorum needed to hold the
election of officers and pass other
resolutions. The previous month, the
board changed its meeting time from
the evening to the daytime by placing
a notice on the door of its Elizabeth
building.

The UCIA consists of nine elected
members and requires a quorum of five
to pass resolutions. Only four of the five
members needed were present at the
meeting. Secretary Joseph Miskiewicz
said the meeting would be rescheduled
for a date later in the month but has not
been determined.

In addition to the election of offic-
ers, the following resolutions were
on the agenda: the re-adoption and
re-authorization of the by-laws, des-
ignating the official newspapers as
The Star-Ledger and The Courier
News, establishing a meeting sched-
ule for the coming year, March 2008
to February 2009, and re-appoint-
ment of executive director Charlotte
DeFilippo. Anthony Scutari of Lin-
den is the UCIA’s current chairman.

UCIA board members were sched-
uled to authorize the employment of
certain paid positions, adopt a list of
firms and professionals qualified to
perform various services, approve
change orders in connection with cer-
tain construction and development
projects, settle a claim made by a
construction firm, amend an agree-
ment for construction-management
services for the new juvenile deten-
tion center in Linden, authorize a
proposal for traffic-engineering de-
signs for the new Linden fire station
and approve an appraisal for the
Dupont Redevelopment Area.

The UCIA is a self-financed and
autonomous agency, which helps mu-
nicipalities and counties finance ma-
jor improvements and projects with-
out using taxpayer dollars for their
operations and expenses. The UCIA’s
structure allows it to secure financing
at lower interest rates than govern-
ment or corporate entities, saving
taxpayer’s dollars, according to in-
formation published in its annual re-
port.

The UCIA has raised money
through the sale of bonds for munici-
palities and the county on numerous
development projects, including the
revitalization of downtown Rahway,
low-income senior housing in Roselle
and Linden, the Linden Police Ath-
letic League recreational facility and
the commuter rail station in Union
Township.

The City of Plainfield designated
the UCIA as the redevelopment
agency in connection with the design
and construction of the 100,000-
square-foot, county and state office
building on Park Avenue in Plainfield,
valued at $28 million, according to
the UCIA’s 2005 annual report. The
City of Linden designated the UCIA
as the redevelopment agency for the
North Wood Avenue Redevelopment
Area, a project valued at $4.5 million,
which includes a park and amphithe-
ater, a restaurant and 15,000-square
feet of office space.

The UCIA also provided financing
for the expansion of Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus, which
includes a new five-story building and
total renovation costs of $48 million.

The UCIA has also been assisting
the county in the acquisition, devel-
opment and financing of a new juve-
nile detention facility located in Lin-
den and the purchase of approximately
one acre of land in Union Township
to be used to build a facility to con-
solidate existing employees of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office.

The authority works in conjunction
with the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, which appoints the
authority’s executive director. The nine-
member board then elects officers.

The UCIA meets monthly on the
first Wednesday of each month at
either 10 Cherry Street or in the county
administration building behind the
county courthouse in Elizabeth. Meet-
ings are open to the public.

Clarification
In a story published on page 3 of The

Westfield Leader and The Times, a
story on coverage of the county free-
holders should have said the county
was entering into a $120,000 sponsor-
ship agreement with Overlook Hospi-
tal to co-sponsor MusicFest in 2008,
2009, and 2010 as well as this year’s
Kids Traveling Jubilee.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Ann
Rubin has ruled that the Berkeley
Heights Township Committee’s 2006
closed-door meetings with private
ambulance companies violated the
Senator Byron Baer Open Public Meet-
ings Act (i.e. the “Sunshine Act.”).

In a January 29 letter to Township
Attorney Thomas Scrivo of McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter of
Newark, Ms. Rubin said that the pur-
pose of the Sunshine Act’s exception
allowing public bodies to discuss con-
tract negotiations behind closed doors
“is to allow the governing body to
discuss a contract among themselves,

not with members of the organization
with whom they are negotiating.”

While acknowledging that “no harm
occurred as a result of this violation,”
Ms. Rubin asked Mr. Scrivo to ensure
that “future decisions to move to ex-
ecutive session under the contract ne-
gotiation exception” be guided by her
decision.

John Paff, chair of the Open Govern-
ment Advocate Project for the New
Jersey Libertarian Party (NJLP), sent a
letter of complaint about the matter on
September 10, 2007. The letter of com-
plaint, Ms. Rubin’s letter to Scrivo and
other correspondence is on-line at
lpcnj.org/OGTF/BerkeleyHeights.pdf.
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Steering Committee Named
For Corzine Debt Proposal

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has created a steering com-
mittee to educate the public on his
restructuring and debt-reduction plan.
Former Rep. Bob Franks is chairing
the campaign to support the
governor’s plan.

The committee is as follows: Phil
Beachem, president, Alliance for Ac-
tion; Dennis Bone, president, Verizon
New Jersey; Sam Crane, senior vice
president, Maher Terminals, Inc.; John
Degnan, vice chairman, Chubb Corp,
and former New Jersey attorney gen-
eral; Larry Downes, chairman and
CEO, NJ Resources; Sheryl Gordon,
president, American Federation of
State County and Municipal Employ-
ees, and William Gormley, former
Republican State Senator.

Fred Hassan, chairman and CEO,
Schering Plough; Rev. Reginald Jack-
son, executive director, Black Minis-
ters Council; Mark Juliano, CEO,
Trump Entertainment Resorts; Dick
Leone, president, The Century Foun-
dation, former Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey chairman, and
former State Treasurer; Blair
MacInnes, NJ Seeds Board Member
and University Hospital trustee; Gil
Medina, former commerce commis-
sioner to Governor Christine Whitman
and advisor to Brett Schundler;
Raymond Meillier, retired vice presi-
dent of financial services, Campbell’s
Soup Company; Ray Pocino, vice
president, Laborers International
Union; Shirley Tilghman, president,
Princeton University; James Zazzali,
former New Jersey Supreme Court
Chief Justice, former attorney gen-
eral, and former chairman of the State
Commission of Investigation.

Bob Altenkirch, president, New
Jersey Institute of Technology;
Sivaraman Anbarasan, dean of cor-
porate and community education,
Sussex County Community College;
Virginia Bauer, commissioner, Port

Authority, former commerce secre-
tary; Robert Briant Jr., CEO Utility
and Transportation Contractors As-
sociation; Anthony Cicatiello, chair-
man, CN Communications;
Gwendolyn Faison, mayor of
Camden; Carl Golden, former press
secretary for Governor Thomas Kean
and former communications director
for Governor Whitman.

Alex Hatala, president and CEO,
Lourdes Health System Camden;
Connie Hughes, former Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) commissioner;
Ralph LaRossa, president and COO
of PSE&G; Virginia Lazala, execu-
tive director, Novartis Pharmaceuti-
cals Corporation; Daniel Lombardo,
president, Volunteers of America
Delaware Valley; Richard
McCormick, president, Rutgers Uni-
versity; Peter McDonough, former
communications director to Gover-
nor Whitman; Pam Miller, vice presi-
dent, market strategy and develop-
ment, Medco Health Solutions, Inc.,
African American Coalition on Di-
versity; and William Mullen, presi-
dent, New Jersey State Building and
Construction Trades Council.

Roger Bodman, New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation Commis-
sioner (DOT) under Gov. Kean;Ken
Ender, President of Cumberland
County Community College; Jamie
Fox, DOT Commissioner under Gov.
James McGreevey;Louis
Gambaccini, DOT Commissioner
under Gov. Brendan Byrne; Hazel
Gluck, DOT Commissioner under
Gov. Tom Kean; Michael Horn,
former state treasurer under Gov.
Kean; Jack Lettiere, DOT Commis-
sioner under Governors McGreevey
and Dick Codey; Steven Rose,
Passaic Community College presi-
dent; James Weinstein, DOT Com-
missioner under Gov. Whitman; and
Raymond Yannuzzi, Camden County
College president.
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Union County Budget to Be
Unveiled in Late February

 By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County executive budget will be pre-
sented to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders in late February, Freeholder
Finance Committee Chairman Al
Mirabella said last week.

Mr. Mirabella told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that County Manager George
Devanney’s budget will be unveiled a
month later than the usual late January
arrival of the executive budget.

“We had a few preliminary meet-
ings with Freeholder (chairman An-
gel) Estrada and department
heads…just to get the ball rolling,”
Mr. Mirabella said.

Last year’s $238.6-million tax levy
was 5.27 percent over the previous
year’s levy, and it raised taxes in 18 of
Union County’s 21 municipalities.
The overall $414.4 million budget
was $2.6 million less than what the
county spent in 2006.

This year, counties, municipalities
and school boards are under a state
mandate not to increase tax levies
more than 4 percent over 2007 spend-
ing plans.

“It’s hard, but it is what it is,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “It (the four percent
cap) is going to make this (budget)
challenging.”

In other business, Human Services
Department Director Frank Guzzo
said the federal Community Services
Block Grant will be flat from last
year. The federal grant is given to
states, which then provide funding to
counties.

“It appears it will be consistent with
last year,” Mr. Guzzo told the board.

A resolution is on tonight’s agenda
to approve the first part of the Fiscal-
Year 2008 grant in the amount of
$196,700.

Dennis Kobitz, deputy administra-
tor for the county’s Board of Elec-
tions, said the county experienced only
a few problems with the Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5, Presidential Primary. He said
a voting machine in Union Township
was accidentally taken off-line by a
poll worker and could not be used for
the remainder of the election.

In addition, he said the “surge” of
unaffiliated voters, mostly for the
Democratic race, caused some voter
districts to run out of voter slips.

Mr. Kobitz also requested the board
approve a resolution to purchase handi-

cap-accessible ramps for polling places
in the county. Mr. Kobitz said the
county currently leases its ramps. The
ramps would cost $19,055, from Jack-
son-based TriState Patient Lifts. He
said the HAVA (Help America Vote
Act) would fund the purchase.

Two other resolutions from the
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, totaling $43,500, are on
tonight’s (February 14) agenda for
the county employee tuition-reim-
bursement program for Kean
University’s undergraduate certificate
program in public administration.

The board will also vote tonight to
include in the temporary budget
$106,989,531 in grants awarded to
county agencies.

The board will vote to approve a
$4,000 payment to the Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
for the Saturday, March 15, parade
along Morris Avenue in Union.

Let’s Play In Italian
Awarded Ed. Grant

WESTFIELD – Let’s Play In Ital-
ian (LPII), a Westfield business, has
been awarded an educational grant
from the National Italian American
Foundation (NIAF). Let’s Play In Ital-
ian is a mommy-and-me play group
in Italian.

NIAF is a non-profit organization
based in Washington, D.C., dedicated
to preserving the heritage of Italian
Americans.

The gala and award ceremony was
held on Thursday, January 31, at the
Italian Consulate in Manhattan. More
than 100 attendees partook in the
cocktail party. Special guests included
Mario Cuomo, former Governor of
New York.

“It is an honor to be in the company
of the very best of the Italian-Ameri-
can community. This grant will en-
able our organization to continue to
foster the Italian culture to the younger
generation, “LPII founding director
Catiana Celentano said.

 “In today’s fast-paced and hectic
world, it’s more important than ever
that we make an effort to retain ele-
ments of our Italian heritage and cul-
ture, he said.

LPII playgroups help moms and
their children learn Italian while hav-
ing fun together.

Ms. Celentano started the business
in November 2006.

NJ Environmental Groups
Oppose Highways Expansion

TRENTON — Transportation and
environmental organizations from
across the state convened on the
Statehouse Thursday to voice op-
position to plans to widen the Gar-
den State Parkway, New Jersey
Turnpike and Atlantic City Express-
way.

The opposition group said the three
projects in total are estimated to cost
nearly $3 billion “even though they
will provide no long-term congestion
relief,” according to a press release
issued by the Tri State Transportation
Campaign.

Earlier this week, over two dozen
transportation and environmental or-
ganizations sent a letter to Governor
Jon Corzine voicing opposition to the
road projects.

“The highway-expansion projects
represent a leap backwards for New
Jersey, a state nationally recognized
for its smart-growth-oriented trans-
portation policies,” the letter said.

“Once and for all, New Jersey needs
to move out of the era of wasteful
road expansion projects and into an
era of sustainability. Wider highways
attract more cars and induce more
driving, absent of demand manage-
ment strategies,” said Kate Slevin,
executive director of the Tri-State
Transportation Campaign, a non-
profit advocacy group.

As currently designed, neither the
Turnpike nor the Garden State Park-
way projects included in the
Governor’s plan will provide long-
term congestion relief, according to
the press release.

“In fact, according to state data,
parts of the new lane on the Parkway
will be filled with traffic as soon as
construction is complete,” according
to the press release.

The organizations asserted that al-
ternatives, such as congestion pricing
and cashless tolling, were not ad-
equately studied in the environmen-

tal documents.
Jeff Tittel, director of Sierra Club

New Jersey, said, “These projects
promote sprawling development,
will not ease traffic congestion and
are incompatible with the
Governor’s stated goal to reduce
global warming emissions by 20
percent by 2020.”

The groups contend that thousands
of additional cars the lanes are de-
signed to carry will contribute to al-
ready high levels of air pollution and
that acres of wetlands and habitat will
be destroyed in favor of new imper-
meable roadway that will contribute
to local water pollution.

“It is well documented that roads
are the equivalent of a ‘Berlin Wall’
to wildlife species, and the proposed
road changes would not only further
limit animal movement but would
result in additional habitat loss and
disturbance that would adversely
affect locally sensitive plant and ani-
mal communities” said Gylla
MacGregor, a conservation ecolo-
gist with the New Jersey Audubon
Society.

According to Dave Pringle of NJ
Environmental Federation, “You can’t
build your way out of congestion. In-
stead of widening these highways and
spurring sprawl through the Pinelands
and coastal wetlands, we should in-
crease capacity by investing even more
in ‘fix it first’ rail, air, busses, HOV
lanes and congestion pricing.”

Airport Rail Use Sets
Record; Podcasts Added

AREA — Rail systems that connect
mass transit in the New York metro-
politan region to Kennedy Interna-
tional and Newark Liberty Interna-
tional airports set ridership records in
2007,according to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey. Last
week, the authority also announced
the advent of video and audio podcasts
to assist passengers using the AirTrain
systems with air travel schedule infor-
mation. The information can be down-
loaded at panynj.info.

AirTrain JFK served more than 4.4
million paid passengers last year, an
increase of about 12 percent over
2006, marking the fourth straight year
of increased ridership. AirTrain New-
ark handled 1.8 million paid passen-

gers, an increase of about 13.5 per-
cent over 2006, and the sixth con-
secutive year of increased ridership.

Twenty million additional passen-
gers used the free portions of the
AirTrains to connect between pas-
senger terminals, parking lots and
rental car areas. AirTrain Newark
opened in 2001 and AirTrain JFK
began service in 2003.

Chairman Anthony Coscia said,
“We’ve experienced robust year-over-
year growth in passenger traffic at
Newark Liberty and JFK – from about
59 million passengers at the two air-
ports in 2002 to about 84 million last
year. Our AirTrain systems have played
a critical role in accommodating that
growth...and easing congestion.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME TO WESTFIELD...This past Saturday, February 2, Limani Sea-
food Grill on North Avenue celebrated its grand opening and had its official
ribbon cutting. Standing by the cake are, left to right, Gigi Vastardis; Joseph
Mattos, chef; and George Vastardis, owner.
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Newspaper Sets
Internship Program

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times invite area col-
lege and high-school students with an
interest in journalism and newspaper op-
erations to apply to the 2008 Summer
Internship Program. The longstanding
program will be divided into two types of
part-time, paid internships: staff interns
and correspondent interns.

A limited number of students will be
selected to work alongside the office staff
in a work/study environment with opera-
tions, writing, photography, copyediting,
graphic design, layout, video, communi-
cations and the Internet.

Application to the program must be
done online at goleader.com/internship
before by March 8. Additional details is
posted there. Early registration is recom-
mended.

‘Thank You’ to Those Supporting
Cranford’s Special Programs Fund

Samuel: Marks Took the Side of
Cell-Tower Builders and Was Wrong

WHS Confirms Two
MRSA Cases at School

 Dated February 7, 2008
*****

It was brought to the attention of the
Westfield High School nurses on Febru-
ary 6 that there have been two confirmed
cases of MRSA (Methicillin Resistant
Staphylococcus Aureus) in the school.

Both students have been treated by a
physician and cleared to return to school.
The high school has implemented aggres-
sive cleaning and disinfecting protocols
for all gym and athletic equipment.

Parents/guardians are being asked to
notify your family physician if a suspi-
cious looking skin rash or lesions is ob-
served. MRSA infections in the commu-
nity are usually manifested as skin infec-

tions, such as pimples, and boils and
occur in otherwise healthy people.

If after visiting your physician the in-
fection is not getting better after a few
days, contact him/her again. According
to the school policy, a physician’s note is
required for an unexplained rash or drain-
ing sores in order to return to school.

If you have any questions, please contact
me or the Health Services website,
westfieldnjk12.org/heath services (What’s
New) and access the CDC website at
Cddc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/ar_mrsa_ca_public.

Margaret Teitelbaum
WHS nurse, Health

Services Coordinator

A few months ago, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks, a dentist, gave his legal
opinion, suggesting that Scotch Plains
residents need to accept the fact that there
will have to be cell towers in residential
areas because of federal law.

He took the side of the cell tower build-
ers and was wrong. Last week, the mayor
brought an electrical engineer to a town-
ship-council meeting to explain the
engineer’s legal opinion with regard to
the need for cell tower placement in Scotch
Plains.

This was done to educate the township
council on the issue and get a story in the
newspapers telling residents that it would
not be wrong for the township council to
not act on this issue. Again, this new

opinion sides with the position of the
celltower builders and, of course, is wrong.

Perhaps the mayor will come to what
should be an obvious conclusion – ask a
lawyer. This, of course, will not make the
cell tower builders he seems to like happy.

To help out, I sent language to include
in an ordinance to, among others, the
mayor and the members of the township
council, which, if passed, could protect
Scotch Plains homeowners from more
unwanted cell towers.

Action should be taken quickly so the
ordinance is passed before any new appli-
cation for the building of a cell tower is
filed with the township.

Dick Samuel
Democrat Party Chair, Scotch Plains

A little over a year ago, in my role as
manager of grants and special programs
for the Cranford Public Schools District
and under the leadership of our superin-
tendent, Lawrence Feinsod, I initiated a
district donations fund focused on sup-
porting special programs that provide
remediation and enrichment to the almost
4,000 students attending our eight schools.

Donors and program sponsors have the
opportunity to support a specific special
program (e.g., character education) or
give the district discretion to choose based
on need. Since its inception, support from
donors and sponsors inside and outside of
Cranford has been nothing short of over-
whelming.

Specifically, your beneficence has
helped us offer struggling readers support
through the Cranford School District
Academy, a weekend, tutor-led remedial
reading program, and to purchase an au-
tomated-calling system helping us com-
municate with parents, students and oth-
ers quickly and efficiently.

Your donations have also supported
our coffee house, Kids on the Block and
social studies programs at Cranford High
School, our Listening Program at Walnut
and Hillside Avenue Schools, our PASE
Program, and our CAP, CAMP and LEAP
Programs, among others. With that, I
would like to thank the following donors
and sponsors for helping to make the
education students receive in our public
schools top notch:

AlphaGraphics, Anthony and Karen
DiGiovanni, Applebees, Buy-Wise Auto
Parts, Calabria Pizza, Canon Business
Solutions, Century 21, Conoco Phillips,

Costco, Cranford Bike Shop, Cranford
Building Association, Cranford Elks,
Cranford Fire Department, Cranford
Ophthamology, Crowne Plaza Hotel,
CVS, David Wise, Esq., E.F. Britten and
Co., Early Bird Publishing, Elizabethtown
Gas Company, First Choice Executive
Suites, Fit for Life Fitness, Garlic Rose,
Glitterex Corp., Gorton Heating, Gour-
met Delhi, Gourmet Grinds, Gutterman,
Hall and Fuhs Trucks, Howard Blakeslee,
Imperial Weld Ring Corp., IUOE Local
825, Jaclo Industries, Jacobson Distribut-
ing Co., James Gallagher, Jean Kellogg,
JPMorgan Chase Foundation, Linden Co-
generation, Lubexpress, Madan Plastics,
Margaret Ackerman, Mears and
McCullough, Merck Foundation, Miriam
Moody, MRA International, NJ Plumb-
ing and Heating, Nicholas Giuditta, Esq.,
NJEA, O’Donnell Agency, Okai Corpo-
ration, Oliver Bartlett, Palumbo and
Renaud, Esqs., Paper Mart, Peter Milwicz,
CPA, PNC Bank, Precision Software
Consulting, Pro Construction Enterprises,
Ray Catena Mercedes, Richard
Brightman, Esq., Richard Lehrich, Esq.,
Ridge Advertising Agency, Riverside
Homes Realty, Romandetti Rubbish,
Rosenberg, Neuwirth and Kuchner,
Rotolo Law Firm, RSI Bank, Sovereign
Bank, Stewart Cofsky, Tarantella’s, The
Artist Framer, Theresa’s Restaurant, Top-
of-the-Line Glove Co., Victoria Florist,
Wachovia Securities, Welby and Brady,
LLP, William McClintock Associates and
The Wine Library.

Stephen Izzo
Cranford

Westfielder Writes NJ Chamber of
Commerce Position is Misconstrued

I read with great puzzlement the letter
to the editor [Feb. 7, Leader/Times] by
State Senator Joseph Pennacchio in which
he questions the decision by the New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce to be sup-
portive of the Governor’s financial re-
structuring and debt reduction plan.

I would have expected a candidate for
the U.S. Senate to have done his home-
work. He most certainly knows that the
Chamber’s support came with many con-
ditions that he personally has called for in
the past – conditions he continues to ad-
vocate for in Trenton.

As a 28-year resident of Westfield, as
a local committeeman, and as vice chair-
man of the Chamber board, I must stress
that this was not a rubber stamp of the
Governor’s proposal. We tasked experi-
enced committees who put great effort
and deliberation into developing our po-
sition. The Chamber’s conditions call for
controlling state spending, ensuring rev-
enue raised goes to intended purposes,
reforming the state pension and benefits
systems, creating efficiencies within gov-
ernment, including eliminating and con-
solidating departments, and paying only
for programs the state can afford. We
further proposed specific line item ex-
penditure reductions that this Governor
and Legislature must take to ensure that
the structural deficit is addressed.

I am sure State Senator Pennacchio
would agree with these goals of fiscal
responsibility and streamlined govern-
ment. I voted in favor of the Chamber’s

position only because these other condi-
tions were included. While the Governor’s
plan is not perfect, it is the only plan on
the table that provides for the long-term
investment in our infrastructure that we
so desperately need and the only plan that
offers a way to dig the state out of the deep
hole we are in. If the Chamber’s condi-
tions are not met and included in any final
work product, then this will merely be a
revenue plan and not the deficit reduction
that the Governor and our legislators need
to deliver.

I understand that the Senator is inter-
ested in creating publicity for his cam-
paign, but he must remember, the New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce is an orga-
nization of volunteers that is not elected
to office. He is. We operate openly and
fairly, and we advocate positions that we
believe will benefit all of our members
and their employees. The Senator should
focus his efforts on coming up with solu-
tions – something he has already been
elected to do.

As a Republican, I am offended that he
is not commending the Chamber for rais-
ing the level of debate about both the
Governor’s plan and about how Trenton
operates. We have added important defi-
cit reduction elements to the plan. It’s
now our elected officials’ turn to effect
meaningful deficit reduction and that in-
cludes Senator Pennacchio, in fact he has
obligation to do so.

Jeffrey Scheininger
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Nature’s Checks and
Balances in Westfield
As I pulled into my driveway on Orenda

Circle, I could sense that something was
different, yet I could not put my finger on
it. I scanned the four corners of my barren
backyard and had an odd feeling that
something was missing. As I stepped out
of my car, a shadow passed across my
body and onto the grass beside me, and I
instantly recognized what was different –
a Red-Tailed Hawk soaring above me
was hunting for its dinner.

Over the past few years the population
of squirrel, rabbit, rodent and insect in the
Westfield area had been on a noticeable
rise. Homeowners may have seen a hand-
ful of rabbits grazing on their Hosta or
spotted half a dozen squirrels playing
Parkour in the treetops. This growing
trend has now been tempered, thanks to
the resurgence of the Red-Tailed Hawk.

I have seen the hawk in action, as it
scoops down, grabs its prey with its strong
talons and flies off to provide for the
family. It’s a welcome sight, considering
that just a few years ago overpopulation
and construction had threatened their ex-
istence in this county. In fact, in Eastern
North America the (Buteo Jamaicensis)
population has decreased from 2 to 4
percent.

It is good to know that nature has
provided a way to keep everything in
balance. Now all we have to do is be
responsible and protect them.

Ken Zierler
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaga – In zoology, a colored band or

streak
2. Pandy – To punish by striking the

hand with a cane
3. Geordie – A miner or a miner’s

safety lamp
4. Dacoit – A member of a gang of

robbers in India or Burma

SENESCENT
1. Oozing; seeping
2. Abundant; plentiful
3. Sagacious; intellectual
4. Growing old

SEPICOLOUS
1. Lighthearted; cheerful
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Growing in hedges
4. Arranged in groups of seven

AMYGDALINE
1. Having an alkaline imbalance
2. Resembling almonds
3. Hanging in clusters, such as with

grapes
4. Resembling a honeycomb

SITOLOGY
1. The study of foods, nutrition, etc.
2. The study of eye diseases and care
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of microscopic organ-

isms, especially bacteria

We Think Our Children Should
Recognize These Presidential Portraits
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732 according to the United
States Office of Personnel Management. Granted
too, there’s some argument about
what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popularly
thought that Presidents’ Day is the
combination of Washington’s and
Lincoln’s birthdays, Lincoln’s birth-
day on February 12, 1809 never
became a federal holiday; but it did
become a legal holiday in several
states, such as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day. It’s hard to
remember the real reasons for the
holidays. The reasons seem to be
passed over in the news and ne-
glected in the classrooms. Are there
more pressing, “politically-correct”
issues to espouse on the air and to
teach in the schools? Are shopping,
vacationing and appealing to the
lowest common denominator now
more in vogue?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or a statesman who
hardly won an election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great general with few
victories. He’s called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President

of the United States.
Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman who

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the sixteenth President of the United

States and was assassinated in of-
fice at the start of his second term in
1865.

Which of the two above said
“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company.” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is force.
And, like fire, it is a dangerous
servant and a fearful master.”

These are quotes of George Wash-
ington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive
on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation’s wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great men
of perilous times, of their character
and sacrifice, of their contribution

to country and mankind.
We hope society, the media and the schools reverse

their trend of overlooking them. If not, will our good
fortune overlook us? Try an experiment, ask your
children to identify them.

In honor of Presidents’ Day on February 19 and the birthdays of George Washington (February 22, 1732)
and Abraham Lincoln (February 12, 1809), the editorial below is reprinted from February 19, 2004.

WHS and BOE Seeks
To Restore Driver’s Ed

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
parents of Westfield High School stu-
dents and copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
It is clear from the e-mails that we have

received over the last few days that many
parents are in support of the high school
offering a 30-hour driver training course
in the classroom. The last time the course
was offered was in 1975.

It was eliminated from the curriculum
following a narrow defeat of the budget
and a subsequent budget reduction. We
are revisiting the possibility of offering
the course again. The curriculum, pro-
gram and instruction committee of the
board is investigating how the course can
be implemented, including personnel,
materials and scheduling.

A meeting has taken place with the
high school principal and teachers and
further discussion and research will con-
tinue. Your support of our students and
programs continues to be appreciated.

Ginny Leiz, WF BOE President
Margaret Dolan, Superintendent

More letters on page 5

New Jersey School Assoc. Board President
Urges Citizens to Serve on Local School Boards

On Tuesday, April 15, voters in 90
percent of the state’s school districts will
select more than 1,500 men and women to
serve on their local boards of education.
For citizens with a sincere interest in the
education of their community’s children,
it’s not too late to consider school board
candidacy.

To appear on this year’s school elec-
tion ballot, a candidate must file a nomi-
nating petition by Monday, February 25.
The petition must carry the signatures of
no fewer than 10 registered voters who
reside in the school district. Sample peti-
tions and other information can be found
in the School Board Candidate Kit, pub-
lished by the New Jersey School Boards
Association and available at local school
district offices. The information kits can
also be accessed at www.njsba.org or by
calling 1-888-886-5722, ext. 5202.

In New Jersey, the local school board
plays a critical role in setting the direction
for our public schools. Boards of educa-

tion set the policies under which the
schools operate; they hire the district’s
superintendent of schools; they vote on
recommendations concerning curriculum,
staffing and facilities; and they serve as
the public’s representatives in negotia-
tions with employee unions.

The legal requirements for board mem-
bership are simple. To serve, a candidate
must be able to read and write; hold U.S.
citizenship and one year’s residency in
the school district; be a registered voter;
have no interest in any contract with (or
claim against) the board; and not cur-
rently serve as an elected municipal offi-
cial.

While legal requisites of board mem-
bership are few, the personal characteris-
tics needed are far more extensive. School
board membership is not for everyone.
An effective board member cannot shy
away from tough issues, must be willing
to seek answers from school administra-
tors and, as an elected public official,

must be able to take criticism.
Entering my 15th year of school board

membership, I ask myself, why do I
continue to serve? Certainly, there are no
financial reasons – by law, school board
members receive no compensation for
their community service. Instead, the
rewards are intangible and meaningful. I
think of graduation ceremonies and
watching my district’s elementary
school, middle school and high school
students advance to the next level. Know-
ing that my school board’s time, effort
and decisions played a role in the stu-
dents’ lives is – as they say in that credit
card commercial – priceless.

I urge you to consider service on your
local board of education.

Kevin Ciak, President
NJ School Boards Association

Editor’s note: Mr. Ciak is also a mem-
ber of the Sayreville Board of Education
in Middlesex County.

Watchdog Questions MADD’s
‘Outstanding Service Award’

Although I applaud New Jersey’s chap-
ter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) for asking Gov. Jon Corzine to
block the posting of signs to name a
highway in honor of former Rep. Robert
A. Roe, a once-powerful Democratic con-
gressman who was involved in an acci-
dent that injured a mother and her daugh-
ter, I find it a bit hypocritical in light of the
decisions MADD have made in the recent
past to honor politicians.

I contacted MADD in early March
2006 to alert them to the fact that the
County of Union was inappropriately al-
lowing third time DUI offenders go home
on anklet bracelets rather than serve their
time in prison. I forwarded MADD proof
of my claims and soon after the New
Jersey Law Journal reported on March
13, 2006 that a state law meant to keep
repeat drunken drivers incarcerated for
six months had been widely disregarded,
despite strictures that an appeals court
found clear and unambiguous. The Law
Journal reported, “Two years after the
enactment of Michael’s Law – named
after 19-year-old Michael Albano, who

was killed by a drunken driver in 2001 –
at least 14 counties were allowing non-
custodial alternatives for drivers convicted
of third-time DWI offenses. One of them,
Union County, Union, was allowing driv-
ers out as part of a satellite-tracking pro-
gram.”

I also informed MADD that I was hav-
ing difficulties obtaining information from
Union County regarding just how many
third time DUI prisoners were released on
a satellite-tracking program to serve their
time in the comfort of their own homes
and attend AA meetings at their leisure as
a county employee was caught doing that
past summer.

I never was able to obtain that informa-
tion from the county, as far as I know
MADD did not attempt to investigate.
Instead in May of 2006 MADD responded
by honoring a Union County freeholder
with their “Outstanding Service and Com-
mitment Award.”

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Assoc.

Cranford

Leader/Times Webcasts
Governor’s Meeting

Obtained through the Open Public
Records Act by this newspaper, the
Governor’s Town Hall meeting video in
Cranford on January 30 regarding the
state’s fiscal crisis is available as a webcast
at www.goleader.com. Two hours of the
2.5 hour meeting are available. The video
of the meeting conclusion is being sought
from the Governor’s office and will be
posted when obtained.
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Takonis Says Neighbors were Never
Notified of Construction on Harding

Editor’s Note: This letter, along with a
sheet of 15 signatures, was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky on Janu-
ary 30.

*****
My name is Paris Takonis, and I have

been a Westfield resident since 1972. My
house is located at 815 Harding Street,
and next door to me, at 817 Harding, a
new house is now being constructed.

The purpose of this letter is to protest
that neither I nor Ann Falvey, the neigh-
bor on the other side of the construction at
823 Harding, were notified, as we were
told we would be, to attend the town
meeting when the resolution to approve
the demolition of the old house at 817
Harding was presented and approved.

As such, the demolition permit process
was not followed and the neighborhood
and ultimately the town interest suffered
and will suffer as a result.

To show you how insensitive the builder
is, the demolition took place over the
Thanksgiving weekend; the heavy equip-
ment arrived at the eve of Thanksgiving,
and the house was demolished on the
Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving
while my son, his wife and my new grand-
daughter were visiting for the first time
from Tennessee.

We, and the neighbors, suffered the
constant bulldozer and truck noise when
we were looking forward to quiet family
holiday weekend.

At the department of public works
(which was closed during the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend), where I went the Monday
after Thanksgiving to inquire as to why I
was not notified, they showed me three
certified mail receipts.

One that was received by Gloria M.
Hoffmann on November 17, 2007, at 812
Sherbrooke Drive, the neighbor at the
back of 817 Harding Street, another for
Ann Falvey that was not delivered and a
third for me that was also not delivered.

I was told that it was a Post Office
problem. It is amazing that the two neigh-
bors most affected by this construction
never received the notification. The ex-
cuse was the notifications were lost in the
mail.

It is also amazing that the one notifica-
tion that was received was delivered on
November 17, 2007, and the town meet-
ing that passed the demolition resolution
was held on October 30, 2007.

When I pointed this out, the excuse
now became that the notifications are
courtesies and do not have to be made.
Obviously, something does not smell right
here. The process was not followed or it
was intentionally bypassed.

If we had been notified, maybe we
could have prevented the cutting of a
magnificent 100-foot oak tree that was
admired by the whole neighborhood, and
had input regarding the style of the new
house, which, in my opinion, does not fit
the style of the other houses on the block.

Now a mammoth of a house will be
constructed with floor area of over 3,000
square feet in a 51.5-foot wide by 174-
foot long lot. The house will overhang
over all the backyards of the block and we

will be deprived, of our backyard privacy.
How would you like it if someone

could be observing you from a second-
floor window while you barbeque in your
patio?

The house will be like a roadhouse – 31
feet wide by 55 feet long and will make
the neighborhood look like the Bronx. It
is a disguised three-floor building (how
many houses have a bedroom and a full
bathroom in the attic?).

Now Fox & Foxx the builder (the name
fits) is digging the foundation, and (in my
wife’s words) it looks like a foundation of
the World Trade Center. Will this huge
foundation affect the water table as it has
in other locations on Harding and Coolidge
Streets?

Will the house affect our light and sun
and air? Will this house prevent the other
families from upgrading their houses?
Already, the young family that lives di-
rectly across the street said they will be
looking for another house.

I am dismayed that is nothing we can
do to protect the value of our houses on
the block from going down (who will buy
a house in a block that has an ugly el-
ephant like this?). We need your help.

If we can’t do anything to prevent this
house from being constructed as is, then
we hope to prevent other Westfield blocks
like ours from being destroyed by the
building of these huge houses that do not
fit the character of the established neigh-
borhoods.

Paris Takonis
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

30 YEARS . . .FO
R

JON BRAMNICK
Has Represented Individuals

Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARDING STREET…Construction at 817 Harding Street in Westfield has come
under controversy with the neighbors. Fifteen neighbors, in a letter to Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, wrote they were not notified via certified mail about the
construction, so they could look at the plans or go to the planning board meeting.
See letter on this page.

HONOR AND SERVICE...U.S. Army 2nd Lieutenant Jake Kramer, Westfield
High School Class of 2003 and Hofstra University Class of 2007, has completed
Armor Officer’s Basic Course at Fort Knox, Ky. Lt. Kramer is stationed at Fort
Carson, Col., and is anticipating an August deployment. He is a scout platoon
leader assigned to the 4th Infantry Division. He and classmate are pictured at their
June 2007 Air Assault graduation at Camp Smith in West Point, NY.

SPF-HS, Operation Shoebox
Collecting For Soldiers

Record Show on Tap
March 9 in Springfield
SPRINGFIELD – The Greater New

Jersey Record and CD Show will take
place on Sunday, March 9, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Springfield Holi-
day Inn on Route 22, West.

Among the featured merchandise
will be rare record albums and 45’s,
dollar records, compact disks, videos
and DVDs and music memorabilia.

General admission is $6. The price
for senior citizens is $3, and children
under 12 may attend for free.

For more information, call (908)
541-0511, e-mail
GNJRecordShows@yahoo.com or
visit izzymusic.com/
record_shows.htm.

Nominations Sought for
Annual Philhower Award

WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh,
president of the Westfield Rotary
Club, announced that March 14 is the
deadline for nominations for the 16th-
annual Charles Philhower Fellowship
award, designated for a full-time el-
ementary teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, students and
Westfield public school staff mem-
bers and should be addressed to:
Charles Philhower Fellowship Com-
mittee of the Westfield Rotary Club,
c/o Office of the Superintendent of
Schools, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
NJ 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-

dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth.

The teacher must be a full-time
faculty member in kindergarten
through grade 5 in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for a minimum of five
years. The Fellowship recipient is
honored at a Rotary luncheon and
receives a grant to further profes-
sional growth or to enhance class-
room activities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
served as supervising principal (su-
perintendent) of Westfield Public
Schools for 30 years – from 1917 to
1947 – and was president of the
Westfield Rotary Club in 1929-30.
As Rotary president, he instituted the
club’s annual scholarship awards to
graduating Westfield students.

Members of the selection committee
will include two Rotarians, two elemen-
tary-school principals and a past
Philhower recipient. Past Philhower
fellowship recipients include Michael
Burgess, Karen Yula, Mary Dura, Stacie
DeChristopher, Michele Moise, Carole
Kling, Anna Jane Sabbagh, Trista Pol-
lard, Eva Morton, Angela LaCarrubba,
Claudia Andreski, Bette Tuthill, Carol
Joyce, Carol Mastroianni and Susan
Feldman Glick, who received the first
award in 1993.

“The Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship continues an
outstanding tradition of honoring an
outstanding teacher and recognizing
the value of education,” Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan said.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Operation
Shoebox is collecting donations of goods
for U.S. soldiers serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan through February 21. The SPF
PTA and PTA Council sponsor this com-
munity service project. The program goal
is to collect 500 packages.

Donation bins are located at all eight
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools and the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Public librar-
ies. Packing day at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
high school is Feb. 23.

All items must be in their original pack-
aging, and smaller goods are preferred for
ease in shipping.

Items frequently requested by the sol-
diers are: lip balm, athletic socks, sun
block, travel-size moist wipes, chewing
gum and bottles of shampoo, non-aerosol

deodorant and bug repellent, bars of soap,
small boxes of cereal, batteries of all
sizes, powdered drink mixes, cereal/snack/
granola bars, individually-wrapped candy,
individual packets of instant oatmeal,
boxes of hot chocolate that contain indi-
vidual packets, small bags of trail mix,
peanuts and pretzels, small cans of tuna or
fruit with pop-tops, eye drops, and play-
ing cards.

Please note that aerosol products can-
not be shipped overseas.

Monetary donations are accepted online
at opshoeboxnj.org.

To have a care package shipped di-
rectly to someone serving in the armed
forces overseas, call Deb Brody at (908)
233-1323, or e-mail at
Brodypta@aol.com.

. . . bringing its love of  Greece and the best & freshest seafood to Westfield.

Along with delicious seafood, Limani features black Angus steak, rack of  lamb,

and an array of  your favorite pasta specialties.

Reservations: 908-233-0052

235 North Avenue West, Westfield

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Free Parking after 7:00 pm in Front & Rear / complimentary Parking Tokens with Lunch

 www.limaniwestfieldnj.com Our 66th Year

More than Just a
Great Butcher Shop!

When you buy

PRIME,

ask to see the

PRIME Stamp

DON’T BE FOOLED:

• STANDING PRIME RIB

• WHOLE FILET MIGNON

• FRESH HAMS

• SMOKED SPIRAL HAM

• Fresh Sausages Made on Premises

• Organic Poultry

• Professional Butchers Offering the

   Finest in Old Fashioned Service

• Buy your Meats at John’s and

   You Won’t Buy Meat

   Anywhere Else!

Because We are Particular
About What We Do &

How We Do It.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126
www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

‘Reading is Good for You’
goleader.com/subscribe

Corzine’s New Secret:
A $38-Billion Mortgage

The more we hear about Gov. Corzine’s
so-called secret funding plan, the more I
believe he should have kept it a secret. His
proposed Public Benefits Corporation will
issue $38 billion in new state debt under
the disguise of this dummy corporation.
Now, we find it will not be subject to the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
whereby the public would have access to
its records. Without public access to the
PBC records there will be no accountabil-
ity and the PBC will be open to more
waste fraud and abuse.

The PBC will require a host of direc-
tors, managers, supervisors, accountants,
lawyers and other employees along with
bloated salaries, pensions, health care and
every other cost you can imagine, all at
our expense.

Each day we hear about problems
people are having with their ability to pay
mortgages and other loans. Call it what
you want, but Gov. Corzine is taking out
a $38-billion mortgage against the Turn-
pike and Garden State Parkway and stick-
ing us, and our descendants, with the bill.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Public Advocate Argues for
Voter Rights during Primary

TRENTON – Attorneys for the New
Jersey Public Advocate (DPA) argued in
courts on Primary Election Day for citi-
zens seeking to vote, according to to DPA
press release.  In 41 of 47 cases, the courts
ordered election officials to allow voters
to cast ballots. Courts denied six cases.
Eight DPA attorneys were stationed in
courthouses to monitor election problems.
Others were available by phone, handling
about 200 calls to the DPA voter hotline.

The types of problems that resulted in
voters being turned away from the polls
and pleading their case before a judge
were varied, said New Jersey Public Ad-
vocate Ronald Chen. In many cases, vot-
ers said they were informed at the polls
that their voter registration was incor-
rectly listed. That is, people who insisted
they were one party were listed as the

opposing party and were denied the op-
portunity to vote in the primary contest of
their choice.

Other problems included: voters who
had been incorrectly purged from the
voting rolls due to inactivity; voters who
believed they had registered on time by
using a paid web-based registration sys-
tem; and voters who were denied the
opportunity to declare a party and cast a
vote even though they were listed as un-
affiliated and should be afforded the abil-
ity to declare a party on primary day, and
vote in the primary election.

Public Advocate attorneys will be avail-
able to represent potential voters during the
upcoming November General Election,
which is expected to draw increased voter
participation because of the presidential
race, according to the press release.
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St. John the Apostle
Posts Healing Mass

AREA – A Healing Mass will take
place on Wednesday, February 20, at
7:45 p.m. at St. John the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1805 Penbrook Terrace in Clark/Lin-
den (on Valley Road in Clark, off
Stiles Street in Linden).

All who are in need of physical,
emotional, relational and spiritual
healing are invited to attend. Exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, Indi-
vidual Eucharistic Blessing and Bene-
diction will be part of the event. Par-
ticipants are invited to stay for re-
freshments after Mass. For directions
to the church, access sjanj.net or call
(908) 486-6363.

Hetfield House to Open
On Sunday For Visitors

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Hetfield
House will feature another open house
event on Sunday, February 17, from 1
to 3 p.m. All are welcome to visit this
historic house, located at Constitu-
tion Plaza in Mountainside.

“Hopefully, the weather will coop-
erate and we will have a roaring fire in
the kitchen,” said Scott Daniels,
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee chairman.

Last fall 200 daffodils were planted,
and committee members are waiting
for this first sign of spring to high-
light the walkway to the house.
Deerfield eighth graders will soon
receive annual essay forms for a cre-
ative essay written about
Mountainside, with the winner re-
ceiving a savings bond.

Committee members have com-
pleted “un-decorating” the Hetfield
House from the successful holiday
events held there, including the Gin-
gerbread Open House that drew 300
visitors on December 16. Mr. Daniels
expressed gratitude to all who at-
tended the celebration.

Additionally, the venue got a thor-
ough cleaning. Many more events are
planned for this year.

BIRD WATCHERS…Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield members fill bird
feeders in Mountainside in preparation for the club’s participation in Cornell
University and the Audubon Society’s Great Backyard Bird Count (birdcount.org)
February 15 to 18. Club members will count birds and send results to Cornell.
Rake and Hoe is participating for the first time in the count, which is open to all.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Clare Minick, Tracy Criscitello, Letty Hudak and
Gayle Lechner.

Spring Awakening: Viewing
Lent as Positive Experience
By REV. RAYMOND ROBERTS

The church has traditionally ap-
proached Lent as a penitential sea-
son. During Lent, Christians travel
with Jesus to the cross. As we do so,
we recall how Jesus called his dis-
ciples to “Deny yourselves, pick up
your cross and follow me.”

Little wonder, then, that we associ-
ate Lent with asceticism (giving up
life’s pleasures). Over the years, many
people have told me that they’ve given
up something for Lent – cigarettes,
chocolate, television…There are
many other spiritual practices associ-
ated with Lent. Some people fast.
Others engage in extended self-ex-
amination. Some spend time medi-
tating on scripture. Still others take
on works of love and mercy.

Positively Negative
Many consider these spiritual ex-

ercises to be unrelentingly negative.
Life is short, why give anything up?
Isn’t life hard enough without beat-
ing ourselves up? Isn’t there enough
sadness in the world without wallow-
ing in sadness over our faults? People
who worry about a long-faced Lent
are attuned to a danger some Lenten
practices can pose. I will take this up
in a bit, but before I do, I would like
to help us to see these “negative”
practices in a positive light.

The purpose of these practices is a
changed life. More particularly, the
goal is to become more like Christ.
The first step in making a change in
one’s life is to acknowledge that some-
thing is wrong. After all, nobody ever
woke up in the morning, looked in the
mirror, said, “I am thrilled with my-
self,” and then decided to change.

Fasting and self-examination are
designed to get us in touch with our
driving motives and brokenness.
When we confront our faults it can
fill us with sorrow and shame. If that
is where the spiritual practices of
Lent ended, of course, the critics of
Lent would be right to complain that
it has become unrelentingly negative.

Lenten Hope
But the spiritual practices of Lent

should not end there. Rather they
should lead us through sadness and
grief to joy. As we follow Jesus to the
cross, we are reminded of God’s great
love for us and for the world. And as
we move toward Easter, we are re-
minded that God vindicated Jesus’ life
and raised him victorious over sin, evil
and death. Lent, properly observed,
should put us in touch with hope.

Hope is at least as important as
dissatisfaction for people to change
their lives. This was made clear for
me years ago when I visited a man
afflicted with terrible emphysema. I
rang the doorbell and waited an eter-
nity for him to shuffle to the door and
let me in. As I followed him into the
house, I noticed that he was tethered
by an oxygen cord. By the time he
made the short journey from the door
to his recliner, he was completely out
of breath.

Unable to speak, he motioned for
me to sit on the sofa across from him.
When he caught his breath, he asked
how I was and we began to make some

small talk. Then, amazingly, I watched
him light up a cigarette. He saw my
surprise and croaked, “I know I should
quit. My wife wants me to quit. But my
lungs are shot. What’s the point?”

Without hope that life can be bet-
ter, there is no point in attempting
change. The danger of a long-faced
Lent is that it may stop too soon. Lent
is not a season of punishment, but
healing. What counts is not the petty
things we turn from, but the awesome
God we turn to.

The goal of Lent and Lenten spiri-
tual disciplines is abundant life and
faithful participation in God’s world.
Because of this, the true spirit of Lent
is not grief, but joy.

The early church was pretty smart
when it decided to observe a season
of heightened spiritual awareness and
devotion during the spring. This time
of year, with its lengthening days and
blooming flowers (even in February!),
reminds that Lent is about renewal,
reawakening and new life.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Roberts, Ph.D. is pastor

of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.

– Obituaries –
Beverly C. Pogue, 46, GPU Employee,
Was Member of FUMC in Westfield

Beverly C. “Bev” Pogue, 46, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 5.

Born in Orange, N.J., she had
lived in Westfield and North Caro-
lina before returning to Westfield
two years ago.

Ms. Pogue earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Management and
a Master of Business Administra-
tion degree, both from Fairleigh
Dickinson University.

She worked at General Public Utili-
ties (GPU) in Morristown for more
than 20 years and also at Johnson &
Johnson in Piscataway. She was a
member of the First United Method-
ist Church in Westfield.

Her father, Bogen Hossic, and her
sister, Cheryl Ann Hossic, prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are her daughter,
Courtney Nicole Pogue of San Di-
ego, Calif.; her son, Matthew Gre-
gory Pogue of Westfield; her mother,
Naomi Curtis Hossic of North Caro-
lina; her sister, Lynn Chavis of North
Carolina, and two stepdaughters.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, February 10, at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

February 14, 2008

Coralee Johnson, 72, Devoted Mother;
Had Worked as Sales Associate in N.J.
Coralee Nolte Johnson, 72, died in

her home in Whiting Station, Whit-
ing, N.J. on Wednesday, January 30.
She succumbed to her brief but brave
battle with cancer.

After growing up in Westfield, she
lived on Hollow Tree Farm, Upper
Marlboro, Md. and then settled into a
family home in Normandy Beach, N.J.
She moved to Whiting four years ago.

Ms. Johnson had brief careers as a
stewardess for Eastern Airlines, real
estate agent in Maryland and sales
associate in New Jersey, but spent
most of her life as a devoted mother.

She is predeceased by her father
and mother, Herman and Cora Nolte
of Westfield, and survived by her two
children, Jennifer Johnson of Malibu
Lake, Calif. and Mark Johnson of

Brentwood, Md., and her stepson,
Leonard Johnson, IV of Scarsdale,
N.Y. Also surviving are her sisters,
Marilyn Krauss of Williston, Md. and
Nancy Peters of Cape Canaveral, Fla.;
a brother, John Nolte of Morganville,
N.J., and her special niece, Amy
Carickhoff of Malvern, Pa. Ms.
Johnson is further survived by five
other nieces and nephews and three
grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on
Monday, February 11, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
her name can be made to: Clean Ocean
Action, 18 Hartshorne Drive, Suite 2,
Highlands, N.J. 07732.

February 14, 2008

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 
318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 
Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 
William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  
NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 
NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Frank J. Salvo, 72, Was Family Man;
Mechanical Engineer at Bell Labs

Frank J. Salvo, 72, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, February 10, at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in New York City, he
lived in Fanwood since 1962.

Mr. Salvo received his
Bachelor of Science degree
in Mechanical Engineering
from Brooklyn Polytechnic.
He had been employed as a
mechanical engineer with
Bell Labs in Whippany for
43 years before retiring in 1996.

A devout Catholic and proud
American, he loved his country and
God. Frank also loved and was greatly
loved in return by his family. Frank’s

other great passion was playing golf.
Surviving are his wife, Ethel Scanlon

Salvo; two sons, Frank and
John; two daughters, Trish
Krimin and Christine Carlin,
and 10 grandchildren.

The funeral was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, February
13, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass was then offered at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in

Scotch Plains. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to either “Missionary Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculates,” 9480
N. Demazenod Drive, Belleville, Ill.
62223 (www.oblatesusa.org) or the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218 Forest
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 14, 2008

Margaret Belcher Ross, 86, Was WAVE;
Had Worked In Publishing and Radio

Camille C. Corona, 87
Camille C. Corona, 87, of Fanwood

died on Wednesday, February 6, at
her home.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Fanwood 53
years ago.

Mrs. Corona had been employed as
a hairdresser at various beauty par-
lors in Plainfield before retiring.

Her husband, Daniel A. Corona,
predeceased her in 2004.

Surviving are two daughters,
Danielle Vasi and Denise Corona,
and their significant others, Robert
Polacik and Joseph Curto; her grand-
daughter, Cheryl Vasi; three brothers,
Louis, Frank and Mario Caruso; many
nieces and nephews and many grand-
nieces and grand-nephews.

A Mass will be offered at 9:45 a.m.
on Saturday, February 16, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Committal will
follow at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn. 38105-1942.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

For additional information or to
send condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 14, 2008

Margaret Belcher Ross, 86, died
peacefully in her sleep at home on
Thursday, January 24.

Born to Earl and Louise
Belcher of Westfield, she
graduated from Westfield
High School and
Swarthmore College,
worked in publishing and
radio, and served as a
WAVE in the United
States Navy.

A breast cancer survi-
vor since 1979, she beat
metastasis into remission in 2003
with a regimen of nutritional and
herbal supplements. Though she died
of Alzheimer’s, she played piano to
the end.

She married statistician Franz E.
Ross, originally of Munich, Germany.
He predeceased her, as did her eldest
daughter, Karen E. Ross, paraplegic
due to a birth accident, and her broth-
ers, Edward “Ned” Belcher and Rob-

ert “Bob” Belcher, longtime residents
of Scotch Plains and Westfield, re-

spectively.
Since the year 2000, she

was cared for at home by her
surviving children, Victoria
Ross and Franz H. Ross of
Buffalo, N.Y. and Fritzi Ross
of Chapel Hill/Carrboro,
N.C. She also is survived by
her grandchildren, Christina
E. Ross at Ohio State and
Franz E. Ross of Buffalo/
Niagara Falls.

A memorial service will be held at
the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in
Buffalo, N.Y. on Saturday, February
23, at 1:30 p.m. Memorials may be
sent in her name to Breast Cancer
Action (bcaction.org).
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Margaret Ross

Phillip H. Brown, 86
Phillip Hunter Brown died peace-

fully on Sunday, February 3, at the
Veterans Administration Hospital in
West Palm Beach, Fla. at the age of 86.

He leaves his wife, Patricia; his
son, Robert; daughters Paula Brown,
Katherine Battistelli and Patricia
Politowicz, and grandchildren
Francesca Battistelli, Timothy, Sarah
and Andrew Zimmerman, Hillary
Edwards and William and Robert
Brown.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and raised
in Maplewood, N.J., he graduated
from Columbia High School and was
a member of the Class of ’44 of
Dartmouth College. A decorated war
hero, he received the Purple Heart for
wounds sustained in France during
World War II.

After a long recovery, Mr. Brown
completed his schooling and became
an executive with the J.L. Hammett
company in Union, N.J., where he
worked until his retirement. A resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. for more than
40 years before moving to West Palm
Beach, he was a member of Echo
Lake Country Club and St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church.

A memorial service will be held in
Nashville, Tenn. at a later date.

February 14, 2008

Anna Ugalde, 91
Anna Urban Ugalde, 91, of

Fanwood died on Friday, February 8,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Olyphant, Pa., she had lived
in Newark and then in Portage, Ind.
before moving to Fanwood in 2005.

Mrs. Ugalde was the owner of
Urban’s Food Market in Newark be-
fore retiring in 1968. She had also
owned and operated rooming houses
in Newark for many years.

She was predeceased by her first
husband, Stephen Urban, in 1968;
her second husband, Miguel Ugalde,
in 1999, and her granddaughter, Eliza-
beth Halbach, in 2007.

Surviving are her son, Stephen Ur-
ban of Portage, Ind.; two daughters,
Carol Kelly and her husband, James,
of Reddington Shores, Fla. and Donna
Donaleski and her husband, William,
of Fanwood; three grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Monday,
February 11, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. In-
terment was at the Holy Ghost Parish
Cemetery in Olyphant, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association,
400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834-1365 (www.alz.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 14, 2008

Church Plans Supper,
Movie Night Feb. 24

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will hold a
potluck supper followed by a screen-
ing of the movie The Christmas Shoes
on Sunday, February 24, from 5 to
7:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
is located at 333 Park Avenue, two
blocks south of Route 22 (across from
Bank of America). For further infor-
mation or directions, call the church
office at (908) 322-5487.

‘Resolve’s Night’ Set
At Stage House Inn

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town
Bank of Westfield will sponsor
“Resolve’s Night at the Stage House
Inn” on Wednesday, February 27, at
the Stage House Inn, located at 366
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

A specially prepared, four-course
$50 price fixed dinner will be offered.
Prizes and surprises also will be fea-
tured. To make a reservation, call
Resolve at (908) 322-9180.

Located at 1830 Front Street in
Scotch Plains, Resolve is a private,
non-profit counseling center that
serves youth, adults and families in
Scotch Plains and surrounding com-
munities in central New Jersey.

Giovanni S. Bruno, 80
Giovanni S. Bruno, 80, of Scotch

Plains died on Sunday, February 10,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born and raised in Pescopagano,
Italy, he came to the United States in
1956, settling in Westfield. He lived
in Scotch Plains for the past 40 years
and became a United States citizen
in 1961.

Mr. Bruno was the owner of G.S.
Bruno Disposal in Westfield, which
he founded in 1967.

Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Josephine Araneo Bruno; three sons,
Cesare Bruno, Frankie Bruno and
Giovanni Bruno, and a sister,
Incoronata Quaglietta.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
February 14, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Heart Association.
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Mr. Battaglia Thanks
All For Sympathy

Perhaps you sent a card, or a
basket of flowers, or made a dona-
tion, or just spoke kind words.

I want to thank you all for your
kind expression of sympathy after
the recent loss of my wife, Sandy.

Sincerely,
Jacob C. Battaglia

Margaret Leffelholz, 46, Loved Family;
Was Retail Executive For 19 Years

Margaret Rose Leffelholz, 46,
passed away on Sunday, February 10,
after a courageous six-and-a-half-year
battle with cancer.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on August
31, 1961, she resided in Westfield for
the last 15 years.

A graduate of Hofstra University,
she was a retail executive for 19 years
with Associated Merchandising Cor-
poration in New York.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Michael, and their beloved chil-
dren, Rachel and Zachary. She also
will be deeply missed by her siblings,
Susan Ann Mahlstedt and Robert
Rivenburg, and her nephew and niece,
Benjamin and Hannah Leffelholz.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Wednesday, February 13, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions

may be made to the Susan G. Komen
for the Cure, 5005 LBJ Fwy, Ste 250,
Dallas, Tex. 75244.

Maggie, you are now in God’s hands
and you will always be in our hearts –
We love you.
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Jim Scott to Appear
At Service of FUSP

AREA – Musician Jim Scott, co-
composer of the Paul Winter Consort’s
“Missa Gaia/Earth Mass,” will be fea-
tured at the Sunday, February 24 ser-
vice at the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield (FUSP).

All are welcome to attend the 10
a.m. service, “Gaia, Mother Earth
and the Oneness of Everything,” at
the church, located at 724 Park Av-
enue in Plainfield. The FUSP congre-
gation includes residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Mr. Scott was part of the Paul Win-
ter Consort from 1977 to 1984 and has
had a long career as a musician in
service to the causes of ecology, jus-
tice and peace. He was co-chairman of
the Unitarian-Universalist “Seventh
Principle Project” that resulted in add-
ing “Respect for the interdependent
web of existence of which we are a
part” to the denomination’s principles.

The service will include original
songs and readings with personal re-
flections on spiritual and ecological
awareness. Visitors are welcome. For
more details, visit fusp.org or call
(908) 756-0750. Further information
about Mr. Scott is available at
jimscottmusic.com.

Frank J. Salvo
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MR. AND MRS. JOSHUA GARETT GOLDFLAM
(She is the former Miss Rachel Ann Rosenblum)

Miss Rachel A. Rosenblum
Weds Joshua G. Goldflam

Miss Rachel Ann Rosenblum, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Rosenblum of Westfield and Avon-
By-The-Sea, was married on Satur-
day, October 20, to Joshua Garett
Goldflam. He is the son of Mrs. Rise
Goldflam of Melville, N.Y. and the
late Jeffrey Goldflam.

The evening ceremony and recep-
tion took place at the Pleasantdale
Chateau in West Orange, with Rabbi
Charles Kroloff and Cantor Martha
Novick officiating.

Given in marriage by her parents,
the bride wore a strapless ivory silk
taffeta gown with a French tulle over-
lay on the skirt and a fingertip-length
French tulle veil trimmed in ivory
satin, both by Vera Wang. The bride
carried a floral bouquet of Sahara roses,
white hydrangea, cymbidium orchids,
mini calla lilies and stephanotis with
pearls. The stems were wrapped in
ivory satin tied with a French knot.

Miss Jennifer Rosenblum of New
York City, sister of the bride, was the
maid of honor. The bridal attendants
included Miss Ashley Goldflam of
New York City, sister of the bride-
groom; Miss Stephanie Uiberall and
Miss Emily Uiberall of New York
City, cousins of the bride; Miss Kristen
Del Duca of New York City, child-
hood friend of the bride; Miss Allison
Lubetsky, Miss Kristen Kourakos,
Miss Gabrielle Puchansky, Miss
Laura Engel and Mrs. Tina Steinberg,
all of New York City, college friends
of the bride.

The bridal attendants wore choco-
late brown gowns by Vera Wang and
carried bouquets of Sahara roses,
white hydrangea, cymbidium orchids
and mini calla lilies with stems
wrapped in ivory satin and laced in
chocolate brown satin.

Jarrett Roth of New York City, a
childhood friend of the bridegroom,
was the best man. Serving as grooms-
men were Douglas Grayson, Geoffrey
Kleet, Jordan Goldman and Michael
Zucker of New York City, Anthony
Cuoco of Melville, N.Y. and Jack
Maaseide of Fairfax, Va., all child-
hood friends of the bridegroom, and
Jack Popper of Yonkers, N.Y., cousin
of the bridegroom.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received a Bachelor
of Business Administration degree in
Marketing from the Grainger School
of Business at the University of Wis-
consin in Madison. She is employed

as the wholesale marketing manager
by the British fashion house Burberry
in New York City.

The bridegroom graduated from
Half Hollow Hills East High School
in Dix Hills, N.Y. He was awarded a
Bachelor of Business Management
degree from the Kelly Business
School at Indiana University in
Bloomington. Mr. Goldflam is a se-
nior associate with Besen and Asso-
ciates, a New York City real estate
investment company.

Mrs. Lynne Uiberall, Mrs. Marjorie
Oliver and Mrs. Irene Horowitz, aunts
of the bride, hosted a bridal shower
on June 23 at the Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains.

The mother of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the night
before the wedding at Trata Estiatorio
in New York City for the bridal party,
family and out-of-town guests.

The bride’s grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Jerome Rosenblum and Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Sideman, hosted a
brunch on Sunday morning at the
Wilshire Grand Hotel in West Orange.

Following a wedding trip to Maui
and Kona, Hawaii, the couple resides
in New York City.

College Club Offers
2008-09 Scholarships
SCOTCH PLAINS – Special ap-

plication forms are now available for
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains College
Club scholarships for the academic
year 2008-2009. They may be ob-
tained in the Guidance Office of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
located at 641 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

Applicants must be either female
high school students in their senior
year and current residents of Fanwood
or Scotch Plains, or female college
students who are presently seeking
an undergraduate degree and who
were residents of either Fanwood or
Scotch Plains at the time of their
graduation from high school.

Criteria for selection include finan-
cial need, academic achievement and
character. In 2007, the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains awarded
scholarships totaling $22,500.

The application, along with a refer-
ence from a teacher/professor or coun-
selor, transcripts of grades and SAT
scores and a personal essay, must be
postmarked no later than Saturday,
March 1, and addressed to Mrs. Linda
Squires, Scholarship Chairman, 1277
Woodside Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. All application materials must
be submitted by mail and extra post-
age may be necessary.

Children’s Flea Market
To Take Place at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold its third annual
“Tchochkes and Treasures” flea mar-
ket for children on Sunday, February
24, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Youngsters in grades 2 to 6 are
welcome to reserve a table from
which they can sell their gently-used
books, videos, video games, toys
and other items. The sellers get to
keep all of the proceeds from their
sales. All participants must be ac-
companied by an adult and provide
their own change for sales.

The deadline for reserving a sale
table is Friday, February 22. Space is
limited, so early reservations are rec-
ommended. The cost to reserve a table
is $12 per table for JCC members and
$15 per table for non-members. There
is a two-table maximum per person.

The JCC is located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. To
reserve a table or obtain more details,
contact Dana Brenner at
dbrenner@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 203.

Library Spotlights Series
Of Events For February

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
the dates for three free events to be
held in the Community Room of the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The library’s Non-Fiction Book
Club will discuss Bill Bryson’s “Notes
From a Small Island” on Wednesday,
February 20, at 7 p.m. Copies of the
book may be obtained by calling the
library’s Reference Desk at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204.

On Thursday, February 21, the li-
brary will present a college workshop
for parents and students from 7 to
8:30 p.m. entitled “College Financial
Aid: How to Qualify for Your Fair
Share and Plan for College.”

Certified Financial Planner John
Garretson will conduct the program.
Mr. Garretson is a graduate of Michi-
gan State University and has prac-
ticed in the local area as a financial
planner for more than 20 years.

Topics to be covered include a
clearer understanding of the college
financial aid process; explanation of
how income affects aid eligibility;
determination of what assets are taken
into consideration when the family
contribution is calculated; parental

versus student assets and the impor-
tance of deadlines. Ample time will
be allocated for questions. To regis-
ter, call the library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204.

The third program will be a
scrapbooking workshop on Monday,
February 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Participants are invited to bring com-
pleted scrapbooks, works in progress
or just their ideas. Ample workspace
will be available and refreshments
will be provided. To reserve a spot,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204. For more information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

Performance to Benefit
Local Historical Society

WESTFIELD – A benefit perfor-
mance of The Uninvited, a mystery,
will take place on Friday, March 7, at
the Westfield Community Theater,
located at 1000 North Avenue, West.

Proceeds will be used to purchase
supplies for the Westfield Historical
Society Museum and Archives, lo-
cated on the third floor of the Elm
Street board of education building.
Materials are continuously needed
for preservation and storage of arti-
facts, textiles, photographs, maps and
documents.

Refreshments will be served at 7
p.m. prior to the 8 p.m. curtain. Tick-
ets are $25 and can be purchased by
calling Gail Smith at (908) 233-4181.

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT ADAM ULVELING
(She is the former Ms. Jodi Brie Goldberg)

Ms. Jodi B. Goldberg
Weds Robert A. Ulveling

Ms. Jodi Brie Goldberg, the daugh-
ter of Barbara and Donald Goldberg
of Westfield, was married on Satur-
day, September 1, to Robert Adam
Ulveling. He is the son of Margi and
Roger Ulveling of Kailua, Hawaii.

The late afternoon ceremony took
place at the bridegroom’s family home
in Lanikai, Hawaii, with Cantor Hilda
Abrevaya of San Francisco, Calif.
officiating. A reception following the
ceremony also was held at the
bridegroom’s family home.

Given in marriage by her parents,
the bride wore a strapless ivory Mel-
issa Sweet gown. She carried a tropi-
cal wedding bouquet and wore a white
bridal lei made of pikake flowers.
The bridegroom and all of the grooms-
men wore traditional wedding leis.
After the ceremony, the bridegroom
and the fathers of both the bride and
bridegroom joined the groomsmen in
wearing aloha shirts, traditional dress
for Hawaiian weddings.

Ms. Rebecca M. Goldberg of Oak-
land, Calif. was the maid of honor for
her sister. The bridal attendants were
Mrs. Jennifer Edlin of Oakland, Ca-
lif., sister of the bridegroom; Ms.
Lauren Stelzer of New York City, Mrs.
Heather Nodelman of San Francisco,
Calif. and Ms. Nicole Imperial of New
York City, all friends of the bride.

Oleg Nodelman of San Francisco,
Calif., a friend of the bridegroom,
served as the best man. The grooms-
men included Blake Ulveling of Oak-
land, Calif., the bridegroom’s brother;

Sam Carlisle of Eliot, Me., Bob Saba
of Weehawken and Dennis Cardoso
of San Jose, Calif., all friends of the
bridegroom. Cole Edlin of Oakland,
Calif., the bridegroom’s nephew,
served as the ring bearer.

Ms. Joy Butts of New York City
and Ms. Sarah Steinfeld of New York
City, both friends of the bride, read
two selections. Mrs. Barbara
Goldberg of Westfield, the mother of
the bride, shared her interpretation of
the first reading.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Government and His-
tory from Franklin and Marshall Col-
lege in Lancaster, Pa. She currently is
employed as a sales executive with
Yahoo! in San Francisco, Calif.

The bridegroom, a 1994 graduate
of Punahou School in Honolulu, Ha-
waii, was awarded a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Entrepreneurial Studies of
Management in 1998 from Babson
College in Wellesley, Mass. He cur-
rently works as Senior Director of
Business Development at TheFind in
Mountainview, Calif.

The bride’s mother and bridal at-
tendants hosted a bridal shower at the
bride’s family home in Westfield in
July. The bridegroom’s sister, brother
and friends hosted an engagement
party in Oakland, Calif. and a shower
in Kailua, Hawaii.

Following a wedding trip to Argen-
tina and Brazil, the couple resides in
San Francisco, Calif.

Clothing Dollar Sale
To Benefit Hospice

WESTFIELD – The Hope Chest
Thrift Shop, located at 26 Prospect
Street in Westfield, will hold a one
dollar per item clothing sale on all
men’s, women’s and children’s cloth-
ing from Saturday, February 23,
through Saturday, March 1.

Also available at the shop are fine
jewelry, handbags and accessories, plus
paintings, china, crystal and many
unusual items for decorating a home.

Volunteers from the Center For Hope
Auxiliary operate The Hope Chest.
All proceeds benefit the Center For
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care, a
hospice organization that serves fami-
lies in Union, Middlesex, Essex and
Somerset Counties.

The Hope Chest is open Monday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. For directions, call the shop at
(908) 233-9973.

Workshop to Address Ways
Of Preserving Collections

SCOTCH PLAINS – A workshop
entitled “Personal and Family His-
torical Collections: Assuring Their
Future” will take place on Wednes-
day, February 27, from 6:30 to 9
p.m. at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter (JCC) of Central New Jersey,
located at 1391 South Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Two local experts will provide pri-
vate collectors, historical groups,
overseers/owners of family histori-
cal materials and the general public
with answers to questions about
choosing an appropriate repository
for valuable personal and family his-
torical collections.

Plainfield Public Library Director
Joseph DaRold and retired librarian
Barbara Polk Riley, who recently
donated 1,881 books from the Polk
Family African-American Book Col-
lections to the Plainfield Library,
will discuss the intricacies of the
donor-repository partnership.

Pre-registration for this program
is required by Friday, February 22.
The registration fee is $10. To regis-
ter or to request a workshop bro-
chure, interested individuals may
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202.
Individuals also may call (908) 558-
2550 (relay users call (800) 852-
7899) or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Presented by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders
through the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal, this program is funded
in part by the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the De-
partment of State.

African Violet Group
To Meet February 21
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

The program, entitled “Do’s and
Don’ts of Designing,” will feature
Hilda Vanderneer’s slides. Jan Reimer,
past president of the African Violet
Society of America, will be the pro-
jectionist. Anyone interested in Afri-
can Violets is invited to attend.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

 
 
 

Westfield Day Care 

A Learning Center Since 1968 

 
Westfield Day Care offers certified, loving teachers.  We are open from 7am 

to 6pm all year, and accept children from 18 months through Kindergarten.  

Age appropriate curriculum, enrichment and field trips.  We also provide hot 

lunch, morning and afternoon snack. 

 

*Full Day Kindergarten Availability for September 2008 

 
Accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 

140 Mountain Ave. 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-232-6717 
Westfielddaycarecenter.org 
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WESTFIELD – Westfield is a town
noted for its many treasures – inherent
landmarks like the Presbyterian Church,
the Revolutionary War Cemetery, the
Miller-Cory House Museum and
Mindowaskin Park, and downtown hall-
marks like Baron’s Drug Store, Randal’s
Shoes, Bovella’s Bakery, the Rialto
Theatre, the Leader Store and more.

Another, often overlooked, trea-
sure is the Westfield Community Cen-
ter located at 551 West Broad Street.
The center has been an important and
vital part of Westfield since 1935,
after a group of prominent citizens –
members of the Avalonte and the
Mindowaskin Clubs – cooperated
with the National Youth Administra-
tion (NYA) to provide social and rec-
reational activities for young people
in Union County towns, and started
the Toy Lending Library.

In addition to collecting, repairing
and lending toys to children, the li-
brary offered a full scale recreation
program and a work employment pro-
gram for young men and women in
the neighborhood and vicinity. The
library was renamed the Westfield
Community Center Association
(WCCA) in 1937.

The center moved to its present

location in 1941 and was formally
incorporated in 1948. Federal (IRS)
501c.3 status was granted the center
in 1951 and section 509a.2 status as a
public charity was granted in 1970.

In past years, the center has hosted
a stellar company of distinguished
visitors, who were invited in to offer
wisdom and inspiration to the youth.
The great baseball player Jackie
Robinson, the great tennis champion
Althea Gibson, the great Olympian
Jesse Owens and the renowned edu-
cator Mary McLeod Bethune were
among those visitors.

During the ’70s and ’80s, the cen-
ter hosted fundraising events that drew
the talents of such famous musicians
as Glenn Miller, Count Basie, Duke
Ellington, Harry James and Woody
Herman. These eminent performers
greatly enhanced the center’s image
as a first class provider of community
services.

In a future article we will describe
the current program activities at the
center.

* * * * * * *
Mr. Carr is a member of the board

of directors of the Westfield Commu-
nity Center.

Volunteers Available
For Tax Assistance

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will again host
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers who will
be available to assist elderly and low-
income persons, free of charge, with
tax-return preparation at the library
through scheduled appointments only.

Participants should bring along the
following: Current tax forms and book-
let; a copy of last year’s tax returns; W-
2 forms from each employer; unem-
ployment compensation statements; all
1099 forms; all forms indicating fed-
eral tax paid; dependent care provider
information; all receipts or cancelled
checks if itemizing deductions, and
Social Security cards or other official
documentation for themselves and all
dependents.

Appointments are available on Mon-
days all day and on Wednesday and
Thursday in the afternoon only. To
schedule an hour slot with a trained
volunteer, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 200. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

A Brief History of
a Landmark

Westfield Community Center:

By Donnell Carr for The Leader/Times

MEXICAN FIESTA…Throughout January, children in Joellen Surace’s Franklin
Elementary School kindergarten class in Westfield learned about the culture and
traditions of Mexico. They explored various non-fiction books related to Mexico,
danced the Mexican Hat Dance, sang Mexican songs and counted in Spanish, all
leading up to the Mexican Fiesta held January 22. The children enjoyed eating
Mexican foods, making their own serapes and taking turns hitting the Piñata.
Above, in Mrs. Surace’s morning kindergarten class, standing from left to right,
are: Vincent Mora, Alexandra Sica and Jacqueline La Mastra.

AMERICAN HERO…Baseball great Jackie Robinson talks to the youth of the
Westfield Community Center regarding their future, as Executive Director
Edward J. Smith looks on.

Fanwood Singer’s Donation
Proves Love Is ‘In Style’

FANWOOD – As a member of the
Escape quartet, Susan Schuman of
Fanwood was required to pull her
shoulder-length hair off her neck for
Sweet Adelines International (SAI)
competitions. She twisted it high on
her crown and wrapped it in a hair-
piece for a polished look. But on Feb-
ruary 4, she shed her long locks, and
thus her need for the hairpiece, so that
a child without any hair can crown his
or her head with a much-needed wig.

While caroling with Escape quar-
tet in Westfield this past holiday sea-
son, Mrs. Schuman saw a “Locks of
Love” flyer posted at Panera Bread
by a local Girl Scout. She had already
been thinking about cutting her hair
and wondered if she could wait until
the February event date.

“I thought this would be good for
Girl Scouts, for me, for others, and
then I thought, here is my son, Jonathan,
working on his mitzvah project for his
upcoming bar mitzvah, and I figured I
could do this as a mitzvah, in his
honor,” said Mrs. Schuman.

Locks of Love is a public, non-
profit organization that provides high
quality hairpieces to financially dis-
advantaged children under the age of
18 suffering from long-term medical
hair loss from any diagnosis. Most
children helped by Locks of Love
have lost their hair due to a medical
condition called alopecia areata,
which has no known cause or cure.

“I was crying as I read the bro-
chure. I knew I had to donate the full

10 inches – the length needed to make
the actual hair prosthetics. You can
donate a shorter amount, six inches or
more, but they sell those donations to
raise money to make the hair pros-
thetics,” explained Mrs. Schuman.

The hair prosthetics provided are
custom-made from donated ponytails
and retail for between $3,500 and
$6,000. They are different from syn-
thetic hairpieces because they form a
vacuum seal and do not require the
use of tape or glue. Only the wearer of
the prosthetic may remove it, by
breaking the vacuum seal at the
temples, dismissing any insecurities
about classmates pulling off a hair-
piece or losing it during sports. Each
prosthetic requires between six and
10 ponytails and each strand of hair is
hand-injected into the silicone base.

“My hair is shorter than it has ever
been, but it will grow back. The chil-
dren I am helping, they don’t have
that luxury. I only hope I can fix my
hair as nicely as the stylist [whose
services were donated by Guillotine
in Westfield]. I’ve been a wash-and-
go girl for so long! Heck, I only used
hairspray during contest season!,”
laughed Mrs. Schuman, who will
compete again with Escape quartet
on Friday, April 4, in Philadelphia.

Escape is the current Champion
Quartet of the Greater New York Re-
gion of SAI. Mrs. Schuman also com-
petes with Hickory Tree Chorus, the
current regional chorus champion,
this year – without a hairpiece.

La Leche Meeting Set
For Next Thursday

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, will
meet next on Thursday, February 21, at
10 a.m.

Topics for discussion this month will
include “Planning for Birth and
Breastfeeding,” “How Childbirth
Choices Can Affect Breastfeeding,”
“How to Know Your Baby is Getting
Enough,” “Father’s Role and Involve-
ment with Baby,” “Sibling Adjustments
to a New Baby” and “Working and
Breastfeeding.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are invited
to learn more about breastfeeding, have
their questions answered and meet other
breastfeeding mothers. For more de-
tails and the meeting location, call Mari
at (908) 233-6513.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/28/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration and Repair Contract, North Region 2008, Various
Drainage Systems on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,

Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08407

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2008, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,

Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08424

Proposals will be received only from Bidders who are registered with the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission as a Small Business Enterprise (SBE).

Bidders who wish to bid on this project and are not currently certified as a SBE and meet
the criteria may contact the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission at
(609) 984-9836. Please be advised that a proposed SBE firm must submit a completed
registration application to the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission
ten (10) days prior to bid date. Additional information can be found at the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission web site: http://www.state.nj.us/com-
merce/.

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $247.86

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/26/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Re-Advt. Maint. Long-Life Pavement Marking Cont., North - 2008, Various locations
in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren
County - Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP  No: 08425

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building of said Township
on Tuesday, February 12, 2008 there was introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII TRAF-
FIC OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD TO STOPPING OR STANDING

Purpose: No person shall stop or stand a vehicle between the hours specified, upon
any of the following described streets or parts of streets:

Street Sides Hours Location
Redwood Road South 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. From the west edge of the

School Days Only Cedar Brook right-of-way
to its intersection with
Westfield Road

A public hearing for same will be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to time be adjourned, and
all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of the general public who wants a copy of same
without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 42-08, adopted by the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains on January 29, 2008 that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on February 19, 2008 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be examined at Plain’s Auto Body, 2380 Beryllium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 8:45 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:00 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
Mercedes 1985 WDBDA24C6FF102907 $6,200.00

The following vehicles may be examined at. Sevelle’s Auto Body in Westfield, New
Jersey at 9:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 10:00 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
Dodge 1999 2B4FP2533XR188675 $5,600.00
Acura 1998 JH4DC2393WS006207 $16,075.00

Dated: February 7, 2008 `Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk
1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield Board of Health at a
meeting held on February 4, 2008. The Board of Health will further consider the same for
final passage on March 3, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Administrative
Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #95
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO ESTABLISH “PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND SALARY
RANGES RELATING TO OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD
OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #93 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective as of January 1, 2008.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $90,000 - $133,659
Public Health Nurse Supervisor $69,000 - $75,000
Principal REHS $69,000 - $75,000

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield Board of Health at a
meeting held on February 4, 2008. The Board of Health will further consider the same for
final passage on March 3, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Council
Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #96
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO AMEND ORDINANCE #94 OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO SALARIES OF OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #94 entitled as above be amended as
follows:

Section 1
The following annual salaries are hereby fixed for officers and employees of the Board

of Health and shall be retroactively payable from January 1, 2008.

Regional Health Officer $ 78,298.00 (base pay - Westfield)
R. S. $ 55,361.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)

$ 12,029.00 (longevity)

Public Health Nursing Supervisor $ 24,516.00 (base pay - Westfield)
M.C. $47,589.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)

Principal Registered Environmental $ 17,161.00 (base pay - Westfield)
Health Specialist $  6,374.00 (base pay - PHPF)
K. P. $ 45,686.00 (base pay - Health Contracts)

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $65.28

Legal Advertising
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AAI Program to Explore
‘A Ray of Light’ Tomorrow

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting tomor-
row, Friday, February 15, at 8 p.m. in
the Roy Smith Theater in the Campus
Center Building at Union County Col-
lege, located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

Immediately following the business
meeting, at approximately 9 p.m., the
club will present a lecture by Charles
Keeton entitled “A Ray of Light in a Sea
of Dark (Matter).” Mr. Keeton holds a
doctoral degree from Harvard Univer-
sity and is on the faculty of Rutgers
University. He has observed with the
Hubble Space Telescope as well as
observatories in Arizona and Chile. He
will discuss the mysterious “dark mat-
ter” found in the universe.

Following the lecture, attendees will
be invited to the William Miller Sperry
Observatory located nearby on cam-
pus, where they will have the opportu-
nity to speak with club members and
tour the facility. Refreshments will be
served. If weather permits, a celestial
viewing focusing on the moon and
Mars will be conducted using the club’s
two large telescopes.

Besides the monthly meetings held
on the third Friday of each month from
September through May, more infor-
mal meetings are held on the remaining
Fridays at the Sperry Observatory.

An appropriate program will be held
at 7:30 p.m. for youth groups if ar-
rangements are made in advance by
contacting Anthony Espinoza at
symmetry57@hotmail.com.

Programs for the general public are
offered at 8:30 p.m. “Ask the Astrono-
mer” will be presented on February 22.
AAI members will answer questions
posed by the audience on topics such as
black holes, space travel and UFOs. On
February 29, Alan Witzgall will present
“The History of the Telescope, Part 1.”
If weather permits, there will be a celes-
tial viewing throughout the evening.

All meetings and lectures are free
and open to the public. Free parking is
provided. For more information on AAI
and directions, visit asterism.org or call
(908) 276-STAR.

SOUP’ER BOWL CHAMPS…The students at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield really rallied for the cause during their weeklong “Soup’er Bowl” food
drive. The final score: 2,346 non-perishable items ready for donation to local
families in need. This community service project taught the students how to work
together as a group, have fun and be helpful to their community.
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THEY SPEAK VOLUMES…The Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’ Association
(WHPA) held its annual book fair on January 24 and 25, in the Oakwood Room
of the college-preparatory, co-educational, independent Edison-based school.
Pictured above: Tammy D’Amore of Westfield, a WHPA member and parent,
helps fifth graders select some books for their home libraries. Mrs. D’Amore and
her husband, Anthony, are the parents of Logan, a kindergartener; Cecily, a
fourth grader; and Nicholas, a fifth grader.

REGISTERED AND READY TO GO…Braden Stryker, who sits atop his mother
Kelly’s lap, will join the first class of Westfield Public School students in
September 2008, to attend Lincoln School’s Early Childhood Learning Center.
While Lincoln is undergoing major renovations to become a dedicated center for
learning for Westfield’s youngest students, all six elementary schools in Westfield
have opened their doors as registration centers. Wilson School Principal Joseph
Malanga greeted Mrs. Stryker and Braden, and Wilson School Secretary Nancy
Rich assisted in the registration process and provided information on Lincoln
School’s program and schedule.

Lincoln PTO Advisory
Comm. Holds First Meeting
WESTFIELD – Parent volunteers,

representing each of Westfield’s six
elementary schools, met on January
23, to discuss the formation of a PTO
for Lincoln School, home of the Early
Childhood Learning Center that will
open for classes in September 2008.

Parents heard from Westfield Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan, Business

Administrator Bob Berman, Human
Resources Specialist Barbara Ball,
Board of Education member Beth
Cassie, and Parent Teacher Council
President Joann Spera. Each offered
support and provided information to
the parents of incoming kindergarten
students.

Mr. Berman presented a slideshow
of Lincoln School’s construction
progress. He explained that the project
is on target for the July completion
date.

The superintendent discussed the
school’s class schedule, noting advan-
tages such as starting and ending times
that are slightly later than the elemen-
tary schools. This is an effort to allow
parents time to arrive at more than one
school in town if necessary.

The superintendent also explained
the free-busing option offered to kin-
dergarten families from the Franklin,
Wilson and Washington School areas.

She also assured parents that safe
traffic and parking issues are being
discussed with the town. For parents
who choose to drive, a circular, one-
way drive around the perimeter of the
school grounds will make drop-off and
pick-up of students much like what pre-
school students now experience.

Crosswalks and a crossing guard are
also planned. The list of possible activi-
ties, events and functions for the new
Lincoln School PTO were reviewed.
Future meetings will determine the
structure of the new board, descriptions
for each PTO position and new by-
laws.

Visit the school’s new, updated
website at westfieldnjk12.org/Lincoln.
A new Lincoln PTO website, along
with an e-mail address for PTO-related
questions, are expected soon.

Parents interested in being involved
with the PTO can signup at kindergar-
ten registration or e-mail
lincolnpto@westfieldnjk12.org.

ADVISORY MEMBERS…Members
of the Lincoln School PTO Advisory
Committee include, seated from left to
right: Judy Hoffman, committee chair;
Patricia Shakal and Jenny Tananbaum,
McKinley School; Sandra Alfano and
Rhonda Kean, Wilson School; stand-
ing, from left to right: Christie Storms,
Franklin; Monica Bergin and Meredith
Stick, Washington School; Elaine
Jackler and Anne Marie Heard,
Tamaques School; Alissa Berger and
Kassie Smith, Jefferson School; and
Jen Nichols, Franklin School. Missing
from the photo are: Karen Fountain
and Beth Riordan, Franklin School;
and Gretchen Ohlig, Jefferson School.

ABRACADABRA...On January 25, third and fourth graders, at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, offered an audience of Lower School students, faculty
and staff an array of performances during the Lower School Cabaret. Pictured
above: third grader Jake Payami, of Scotch Plains, amazes his peers with some
dazzling magic tricks, while assisted by classmate Eddy Rappold. Jake is the son
of Maurice and Renee Payami of Scotch Plains.

Beechwood Announces
Kinder. Registration
MOUNTAINSIDE – Beechwood

School in Mountainside announced
its registration for 2008-2009 kinder-
garten classes.

Mountainside school district of-
fers a full-day kindergarten program
to residents of the borough. Children
being registered must be 5 by Octo-
ber 1.

Parents are requested to contact
Lynne Ciasulli at (908) 301-9107,
extension 100, to request a registra-
tion packet. Completed packets, along
with original birth certificate and
proof of residency (original deed,
lease or current tax bill for
Mountainside residence), should be
brought to the main office on Febru-
ary 8 between the hours of 9 to 11
a.m. and 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Once completed papers are re-
turned, an appointment will be sched-
uled for the kindergarten screening,
which will take place in May.

SPFHS Students Assist
With The Park Press

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents Michelle Conway, Caitlin
Campbell and Martin Sweeney were
recognized with a $350 grant, from
the Garden State Scholastic Press As-
sociation (GSSPA) last month, for
their hard work in assisting The Park
Press, the newspaper of Park Middle
School, to publish on newsprint for
the first time.

The three juniors, who are also part
of the editorial staff of The Fanscotian
at SPFHS, have worked with staff of
The Park Press at the Press’ weekly
meetings in order to help the middle-
school students with their reporting,
writing and editing skills.

In response to Michelle’s request
for financial assistance for the middle-
school newspaper, which is currently
printed on 8.5-by-11 paper, the
GSSPA also formed the Garden State

Special Projects Grant Program. The
program is designed to reward stu-
dents, like Michelle, with small grants.

Michelle applied for the grant at
the advice of GSSPA President
Stephen Chiger, whom she met when
she attended the Hugh N. Boyd Jour-
nalism Diversity Workshop at
Monmouth University in July 2007,
and for which Mr. Chiger is the co-
director.

Michelle, Caitlin and Martin are
invited to the GSSPA Spring Advi-
sors Conference at Rutgers Univer-
sity on May 2, to display the finished
Park Press.

The layout and design of The Park
Press will provide another way for
the high-school students to pass on
their skills and knowledge. The stu-
dents will create The Park Press with
the software and computers used by
The Fanscotian editorial board.

PRESSING ON…Through the work of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students and Fanscotian editors Michelle Conway, Caitlin Campbell and Martin
Sweeney, The Park Press, the newspaper of Park Middle School, will be printed
on newsprint for the first time. The three juniors have attended the Press’ weekly
staff meetings.
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Woman’s Club Announces
Writing Contest Winners

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has announced the win-
ners of its Youth Poetry and Short Story
Contest. The winners are:

Samantha Brand (Category 1) for
her poem, “Fall
L e a v e s . ”
Samantha is the
daughter of Raji
and David Brand
and is in third
grade at J.
Ackerman Coles
E l e m e n t a r y
School in Scotch
Plains.

Emma Sherry
(Category 2) for
her poem, “Joy.”
Emma is the
daughter of Ellen
and Dennis
Sherry and is in
sixth grade at
Park Middle
School in Scotch
Plains.

Alyssha Marie
John (Category
3) for her poem,
“Notice Me.”
Alyssha is the
daughter of
Jollie Thomas
and John
Varghese and is
in seventh grade
at Edison Inter-
mediate School

in Westfield.
Garrett Ellis

(Category 4) for
his poem, “Acura
RSX.” Garrett is
the son of Pamela
and Lewis Ellis
and is a senior at
Union Catholic
Regional High
School in Scotch

Plains.
Adrian Lam

(Category l) for
his short story,
“The Boy, the
Star and the
M o n s t e r . ”
Adrian is the son
of Alicia and
Raymond Lam
and is in third
grade at Franklin

Elementary School in Westfield.
Jennifer Bagger (Category 2) for

her short story, “Safire, The Blue
Belled Reindeer.” Jennifer is the
daughter of Barbara and Richard
Bagger and is in fifth grade at Wash-
ington Elementary School in
Westfield.

Cynthia Lam (Category 3) for her

short story, “One
Last Smile.”
Cynthia is the
daughter of Ali-
cia and Raymond
Lam and is in the
ninth grade at
Westfield High
School.

Alexa Zepka
(Category 4) for
her short story,

“Fallen Angel.” Alexa is the daughter
of Pamela and Rodger Zepka and is in
10th grade at
Westfield High
School.

The composi-
tions of the above
winners will be
judged by The
New Jersey State
Federation of
Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC.)

The following
teachers contrib-
uted class compositions: Joseph Para-
dise, fourth grade, McKinley School in

W e s t f i e l d ;
Debbie Vezos,
seventh grade,
Edison Middle
School in
Westfield; and
Sarah Caddle, Se-
nior English,
Union Catholic
Regional High
School in Scotch
Plains.

The following students received hon-
orable mention: Jeremy Bender, Sophia
Kaur Brand, Lexie Brown, Kristen
Buttros, Virginie Caspard, Sarah Chan-
dler, Ariadna Cordova, Diana Deo, Brit-
tany DeNicola, Mariangela DiPaola,
Kristianna Elbert, C.J. Fasano, Jared
Foley, Danyla Frazier, William
Geltzeiler, Nick Guest, Rachel Kafka,
Zach Kelly, Robert Li, Linda Liu, Felicia
Mermer, Anita Mo, Alexander
Monteiro, Thomas Morley, Raaka
Mukhopadhyay, Trisha
Mukhopadhyay, Morgan Nitti, Keni
Powis, Rebecca Plotkin, Hailey Reilly,
Brigid Ryan, Emily Sickles, Clara
Smith, Michael Stokes, Danaia Will-
iams, Emily Zaniewski and Olivia Zito.

Jennifer Bagger

Samantha Brand

Garrett Ellis

Alyssha Marie John

Adrian Lam

Cynthia Lam

Emma Sherry

Alexa Zepka

WF’s Hogan Makes
Marist Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Hogan,
the son of Lucretia and Edward
Hogan of Westfield, was named to
the dean’s list at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., for the 2007
fall semester. In order to qualify for
this distinction, a student must earn
a semester grade-point average of
at least 3.4.

Jeffrey, a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, majors in
communications with a concentra-
tion in interactive media.

Potential BOE Candidates
Must File by February 25

Bucknell University Posts
Fall 2007-2008 Dean’s List

AREA – Bucknell University has
released the dean’s list for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the
fall semester of the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. A student must earn a
grade-point average of 3.5 or higher
on a scale of 4.0, to receive dean’s-list
recognition. Local students named to
the list are as follows:

Nina Baker, daughter of Stephen
and Marjorie Baker of Scotch Plains
and a 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS);
Lyndsay Couture, daughter of Daniel
and Joanne Couture of Westfield and
a 2005 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS); Eric Csaszar, son of
Edward and Randy Csaszar of
Mountainside and a 2004 graduate of
Governor Livingston High School;
Ashley Flood, daughter of John and

Marianne Flood of Westfield and a
2004 graduate of Lawrenceville
School; Alexandra Fredas, daughter
of Andrew and Bonnie Fredas of
Fanwood and a 2005 graduate of
SPFHS; Mariela Lemus, daughter of
Edmundo and Marta Lemus of Scotch
Plains and a 2005 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy; Matthew
Linsenberg, son of Douglas and Beth
Linsenberg of Scotch Plains and a
2006 graduate of SPFHS; Caitlyn
Oster, daughter of Michael and Mar-
garet Oster of Westfield and a 2007
graduate of WHS; Ryan Shallcross,
son of David and Pamela Shallcross
of Westfield and a 2005 graduate of
WHS; and Anne Siwulec, daughter
of Andrew Siwulec and Mary
Gradolph of Westfield and a 2005
graduate of WHS.

UCC to Participate in
African-American Read-in

SP-F Offers Kinder.
Success Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district will
offer parents of incoming kindergar-
ten students of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood an informative presentation
entitled “Preparing Your Child for
Kindergarten Success.”

Literacy consultant Suzanne Ryan,
a retired kindergarten teacher with 32
years of classroom experience and
mother of four, will give the presenta-
tion.

Ms. Ryan will share simple, devel-
opmentally appropriate activities that
balance learning with play. The meet-
ing is held in the multi-purpose room
at School One, located at 563 Willow
Avenue in Scotch Plains on Tuesday,
March 4, at 7:30 p.m.

CRANFORD – On Monday, Feb-
ruary 25, Union County College will
participate in the 19th National Afri-
can American Read-In. The goal of
the event is to celebrate African-
American literacy during Black His-
tory month.

This event is open to the public and
will be held in the lower level of the
Victor M. Richel Student Commons
on the college’s Cranford campus at
1033 Springfield Avenue, from noon
to 1 p.m. The featured reading is “The
Piano Lesson” by August Wilson.

Following the read-in, a special
showing of the Hallmark Hall of Fame
presentation of “The Piano Lesson,”
starring Charles Dutton, is scheduled
for the South Lecture Hall.

The International Reading Asso-
ciation has endorsed the read-in. More
than one million readers of all ethnic
groups, from 49 U.S. states, the West

Indies and African countries, have
participated in the past.

The Union County College Black
Student Heritage Organization, the
Student Government Association, the
Economics/Government/History
Department, the English Depart-
ment, and the MacKay Library host
this event.

The NCTE and The Black Caucus
of National Council Teachers of En-
glish sponsor the read-in.

For more information, contact Pro-
fessor Hogan at (908) 497-4235 or
Hogan@ucc.edu, or Professor Dow
at (908) 282-1736 or dow@ucc.edu.

WESTFIELD – Westfield residents
interested in becoming a candidate
for the Westfield Board of Education
can obtain petitions at the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and
delivered to Board Secretary Robert
Berman by 4 p.m. on Monday, Febru-
ary 25. The annual school election is
held on Tuesday, April 15.

The term for an elected board mem-
ber is three years. Each year, three
positions become available as a result
of expiring terms. Those school board
members, whose terms are expiring

this year, include Ann Cary, Alice
Hunnicutt and Gary McCready.

Prospective school board candi-
dates can obtain a “School Board
Candidate Kit” at the board office at
302 Elm Street. The kit includes in-
formation about legal qualifications
for school board candidacy, campaign
procedures and the role of the school
board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates in
the school election process, and brief-
ing sessions for school board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

LESSNER SINKS 16 POINTS, DiIORIO HITS 15 POINTS

M. X. Bulldog Boys Hold Off
Basketball Blue Devils, 53-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A slowed down pace helped the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team win the second half but the
Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs held
on just enough to eke out a 53-50
victory in Westfield on February 7. It
was the 10-10 Bulldogs’ consider-
able height and size advantage that
gave them a distinct edge when it

came to controlling the boards.
“We gave up a lot of rebounds. If

you look, we had good positions. We
had guys boxed out but it came to a
point where, when it was basically a
jump ball situation, we were going to
lose. We were giving up five, six
inches, but we fought. We fought
hard,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly.

The 5-14 Blue Devils did show that
they were well schooled with their
offensive schemes. Junior Chris
Sheehan (2 steals) helped the scheme
with five assists. Many times, they
successfully penetrated the Bulldogs’
defense but, unfortunately, missed
several of the lay-ups. Just two con-
versions would have shifted the win
to Westfield. Additionally, the Bull-
dogs did bat away several of the Blue

Devils shots.
“We were working on using our

bodies and we did a pretty good job of
it. We got to the line a lot. But it was
hard, when we got down there, and
we had to change our shots a little bit
sometimes. You got to give credit for
the guys (Shabazz) blocking shots
and staying out of foul trouble,” said
coach Everly.

Playing a faster-paced game the
Bulldogs jumped to an eight-point,
33-25, lead by halftime. Forward
Tyrell Lockhart bucketed 15 of his
game-leading 21 points in the half
and Davion Boardingham sank 11 of
his 14 points. Junior Mike Lessner (5
assists, 2 steals) scored 10 of his
team-leading 16 points, including two
3-pointers, for the Blue Devils.

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2008

Major & Pony Leagues Only

Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location

3/1

3/2

3/8

3/9

12-3

9-12

12-2

10-12

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Date Time Event Location

3/1

3/2

3/8

3/9

12-1

12:30-1:30

12-1

12:30-1:30

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not

need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 10th graders do

not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team
you will be automatically placed on either an

International or Mustang team.

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.      973-376-9295

JAICHON SINKS 12 POINTS, DeCATALDO SCORES 11

Raider B’Ballers Fall Short
To Lady Minutemen, 38-37

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wild momentum swings in the fi-
nal quarter leaned in Elizabeth’s fa-
vor when Quiana Porter netted the
winning basket to provide the Min-
utemen with an eyebrow raising, 38-
37 victory, over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls’ basketball team on
Senior Day in Scotch Plains on Feb-
ruary 7.

Despite 32 turnovers, center Kaylin
Jaichon provided a bright spot for the
11-8 Raiders with 12 points, including
4-of-5 from the stripe, five rebounds
and three blocked shots. Point guard
Kathryn DeCataldo (2 rebounds, 2
assists, steal), who had 11 points, fired
in two from 3-point range. Junior Laura
Degnan came up big with six points in
the second half, grabbed six rebounds
and three swipes of the basketball.
Forward Jackie Law (4 points, 3 re-
bounds, 2 assists) had five steals. Guard
Molly Meehan (2 assists, 2 rebounds,

steal) had four points and Emily
Meehan had four rebounds and two
steals). Padgett led the 11-7 Minute-
men with a game-high 13 points.

“I was proud the way we fought
back and didn’t quit down the stretch.
For awhile there, I thought that we
may have dug ourselves too big of a
hole but we fought back and took the
lead back three times. In the end, we
simply did not rotate and communi-
cate on one defensive play and they
found the open man,” said Raider
Head Coach Bruce Davis.

In a chaotic Raider first half, high-
lighted by 19 turnovers, difficulty in
rebounding along with shooting in-
sufficiency, Elizabeth jumped to a 9-
5 first quarter lead and continued to
play hustle ball resulting in an 11-6
second quarter run to command a 20-
11 lead at the half.

“We always talk about the most
dangerous people on the court and
number two, the person nearest the

basket but we forgot that tenet,” said
coach Davis. “Ultimately we just
turned the ball over too much. We had
open looks and did not convert. We
had trouble catching the ball inside,
did not rebound well and didn’t hustle
back on defense at times. All the little
things!”

The third quarter started with very
physical play from Law, Jaichon and
Molly Meehan grabbing rebounds and
finally popping the basket, to put the
Raiders within seven. DeCataldo
swooshed a long-range 3-pointer.
Degnan and Jaichon pushed in four
points each and Meehan banged in a
two-pointer.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/E. Side Wrestling
SPF/Elizabeth Lady Hoops

Westfield/Shabazz Boy Hoops
SPF/Ridge Wrestling

Westfield/Summit Boy Hoops
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Blue Devils & Raiders
Ice Hockey on page 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING UNDER THE BOARD…Blue Devil Tony DiIorio, No. 33, slips under the board and makes a lay-up against the
Shabazz Bulldogs. DiIorio finished with 15 points.

MORRISON, JACOBS, RIDGE RECORD KEY VICTORIES

Raider Wrestlers Stop Ridge
In Group 3 Sectionals, 37-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wesley Morrison and Billy Jacobs
won key bouts to keep momentum on
the fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team’s side en route to a 37-27 vic-
tory over fifth-seeded Ridge in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament in
Scotch Plains on February 11.

“We love wrestling at home. We

did a lot of homework on them. We
knew they were strong at the heavies.
I knew we were going to do well in
the bottom (weight classes). Every-
one stepped up,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz.

Missing three varsity starters from
the lineup, the 13-11 Raiders did step
up where necessary and won nine of
the 13 contested bouts, beginning with
Tristan Bundy, who tore into Ben
Tumulo with an ankle pick takedown

and later pinned him in 2:41, using an
under half and an arm bar at 119-lbs.
Filling in for starter Jawan Gaines,
Nick Sebolao also rocked Jay Bassin
in 2:19 with an under half at 125-lbs.

Morrison had a rough start with
Ridge’s Kyle Winter and was trailing
4-2 until he saw the light and pulled
off a slick Petersen roll that resulted
in four points. But he did not stop
there and added a three-point cradle

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

Fantastic Essex Model in Heather Glen.  An Elegant New 55+ Adult Community,  4
Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, Premium Corner Lot with Wooded Views.  1st Fl. Master
Bedroom Suite with Fireplace and Spa Bath.  Gourmet Kitchen with All Stainless
Steel Appliances, Designer Cherry Cabinetry , Granite Counters, and Center Island
with Zodiac Stone, Open Floor Plan , Two Storey Entry & Family Room with Fireplace
with Pre-Wire Surround Sound Home Theatre.  All Hardwood Flooring on the 1st
Fl.  Fully Finished Lower Level/Great Room with Full Bath and Home Theatre.
Major Upgrades Through Out !  A Beautiful Country Like Setting near Brightwood
Park.  Intimate Enclave of 51 Homes with Manicured Lawns and Easy Living, Complete
with Resident Clubhouse, Outdoor Heated Pool, Billiards & Card Rooms.  Close to
Downtown Westfield. Come and Enjoy The Good Life.  $899,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 2/17 •1-4pm

Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Sales Associate

Cell: 908-723-3099

Direct Line: 908-233-6406

124 Briar Hill Drive, Scotch Plains

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, February 17th • 1-4pm
827 Coolidge Street

WESTFIELD $599,900
Cheerful Colonial offers hardwood floors, bay window,
updated kitchen opening to family room addition, 1st floor
full bath/laundry room, 3 spacious bedrooms, renovated
main bath w/whirlpool tub. Sliding glass doors to back
deck for access to deep yard. Terrific neighborhood in
close proximity to town.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON THE NAVY RIDE…Raider Mike Ridge, top, sets up a navy ride to eventually get a three-point stack on
Ridge Red Raider Bennett Radinovic in the 145-lb bout. Ridge won, 11-6.



Page 12  Thursday, February 14, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The next time you’re driving or walk-
ing past Mindowaskin Park, try to imag-
ine that it’s the winter of 1900, and
there’s a bunch of young men skating
around on what was then known as
Clark’s Pond. Both groups might have
been wearing baggy sweatshirts with a
large letter L on the chest; it’s a hockey
game between some boys from Lin-
coln High School, which is what WHS
was known as back then, and the Leal
School for Boys in Plainfield (now the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School). The next
year the teams would meet at a place
called Holly’s Pond in Plainfield.

It was not an official sport at WHS
back then, just as it was not an official
sport in 1950, when captain Dick (Ace)
Johnston scheduled games against
Peddie, Nutley and Cranford. And it
still wasn’t a varsity sport in the 1970s,
when WHS electronics teacher Jim
Coulter created a club team with that
idea in mind. Led by goalies Stu Dixon
and Doug Salzinger, and players like
Frank Ritter, Mark and Matt Sweeney,
Rene DeRosario, Bill Chapman, Greg
Avis, Tim Arthur and Mark Harries,
the Westfield Ice Hockey Club played
a pretty decent schedule … but it never
achieved varsity status.

It wasn’t until the mid-1990s that
another group banded together to get
the high school to put its name behind
an ice hockey team. While it was only
partially successful in getting finan-
cial support, the team is currently in its
14th season as the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils. Brian LaFontaine coached the first
eight years, and Dennis Doherty is
now in his sixth year as the head coach.

Coming into this year WHS’s hockey
team had 105 victories, 177 losses and
28 ties, but with winning records two of
the last three years (and also so far this
winter). And the Blue Devils have quali-
fied for the state tournament the past
three years, and last year’s team earning
the first postseason victory since 1999.

Ahh, yes, the ’99 season ... when
WHS posted a school-record 15 victo-
ries, won two state tournament games
and reached the state semifinals before
falling to Brick. The team was led by
high-scoring Ron Kashlak, Mike Bird,
Brandon Kape, Josh Falcone and Max
Langford. The goalies were Eric Lund
and Chad Puschel.

Kashlak was the Wayne Gretzky of
WHS hockey, or more properly the
Steve Yzerman, since he wore the De-
troit Red Wings star’s No. 19 from the
time he was 12. Kashlak led WHS in
scoring all four years, including 96
points in both his junior (64 goals, 32
assists) and senior (59 goals, 37 as-
sists) years. His four-year totals: 163
goals, 110 assists, 273 points – all

Kashlak Played a Big Part
In WHS Ice Hockey Heritage

school records.
As a youngster Kashlak had no idea

ice hockey would be such a big part of
his life. He was probably better known
as a swimmer and his name still stands
alongside former WHS captains Seth
Burstein and Jay Pollack on the Y’s 8-
and-under record board. And these days
he’s probably better known as a golfer,
having won the Echo Lake Country
Club’s men’s championship in 2004
and again last summer (his father Ron
won in 1994).

“I played a lot of different sports
growing up – baseball, basketball, swim-
ming, tennis, golf, hockey, etc,” he said.
“My dad got me into golf at Echo Lake.
I did the junior clinics and got instruc-
tion from my dad and the club pros.
Around 13, I started getting pretty good
and taking the game more seriously.”

After four years at WHS, including
an unbeaten season as a junior and
conference, county and sectional hon-
ors for the team, it was off to Lehigh
University, where he was again a regu-
lar all four years.

In the six degrees of separation de-
partment, Kashlak’s last year of high
school golf, the team’s first-year coach
was John Turnbull. In 1976 Turnbull
was on a state championship team at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, whose star was
Jim Crowley, now one of Kashlak’s co-
workers at Pershing LLC in New York.

Ironically, Kashlak grew up and lived
in Scotch Plains, but he had the option
to go to WHS because his mother
taught in the Westfield district.

“It wasn’t a huge stretch, because
we (he and sister Michelle) had grown
up doing a lot of things in Westfield,
swimming, golf, church,” he said.
“With a higher caliber school system,
a new ice hockey program (which SP-
F didn’t have at the time) and a golf
team whose home course was Echo
Lake, it was a no-brainer for me to
make the switch.”

But hockey will probably always be
the sport Kashlak is best known for at
WHS. You don’t put up numbers like
he did without having a lot of talent.

“I was always realistic in how diffi-
cult it was for high school players in
New Jersey to make it in college play-
ing hockey,” Kashlak said. “I knew I
could probably play hockey in college
somewhere for a club program, but I
knew that playing Division 1 golf was
more likely.”

It proved the right move, but not
before he put in 10 years of highlight
videos on the ice.

“I still have videos of some of my old
games for the Devils’ Squirt A team,
when I scored 89 goals in one year,”
Kashlak said. “Ice hockey wasn’t as big

when I was growing up as it is now. I
developed a real passion for it by
rollerblading in my driveway and going
to Devils games. When I was 9, I started
playing for the Devils Organization at
South Mountain Arena. I had never
played organized hockey but my par-
ents let me try out, figuring that I would
probably not make it. But I somehow
wound up being one of the last players
taken on the Mite B team and we trav-
eled all over the Northeast, playing 40
or so games. By the end of that year, my
skills had improved dramatically.

“After the year on the Squirt A team,
I was selected to play for the New
Jersey Rockets, and we traveled all over
the country, playing as many as 80 or 90
games in a season. That might sound
like a lot for a bunch of 12- and 13-year-
olds, but I loved every second of it.”

When he got to the high school,
WHS’s second-year program had just
graduated all-stater Matt Gualtieri (36
goals, 29 assists) and the Blue Devils
struggled to a 2-16-4 record as Kashlak
led the team with 18 goals and 22
assists.

“I had the opportunity that year to
start on the first line with Derek Fisher,
who was a great player,” Kashlak said.
“Unfortunately, we were playing very
good competition those years and our
teams weren’t very good as the pro-
gram was still growing.”

The team went 5-17-2 the next year
as Kashlak and Fisher both scored 41
points. But things started to turn around
in 1998. Bird moved into town from
Markham, Ontario, and the experience
gained during the two previous years
started to pay off, as WHS went 13-13,
followed by the 15-13 mark in ’99.

“Junior and senior year I played
with Brandon (Kape) and Josh
(Falcone),” Kashlak said. “We had a
lot of success were even named the
“best line in New Jersey” by the Star-
Ledger. I definitely got more press for
hockey than for golf, but I guess that’s
what happens when you’re in the run-
ning for the state scoring title two
years in a row, and playing on a win-
ning team.

“Random people I meet today still
remember my name from back then,
which is pretty neat.”

While golf, work and the nightlife of
being a bachelor in Hoboken have
taken over these days, ice hockey is
never far from his thoughts.

“Summit was always a big game,”
Kashlak said. “We met them in the
state tournament my senior year at
Warinanco, where the winner moved
on and the loser went home. With a
packed crowd and the score tied, we
wound up going into sudden-death

overtime. Mike Bird scored the game-
winning goal and the place erupted.

“I can still remember my first goal
and first assist as a freshman, down at
Toms River North. I can even remem-
ber the move I made on the goalie.”

Although he was always more inter-
ested in the team’s improvement and
success, one of Kashlak’s best memo-
ries came following an individual per-
formance.

“It was against Cranford in a holi-
day tournament at Warinanco my jun-
ior year,” Kashlak said. “They were
our biggest rival and there was a packed
house and we had never beaten
Cranford. We wound up winning 13-6
and I had five goals and five assists for
10 points. The headline in the Star-
Ledger the next morning said,
‘Westfield’s Kashlak A Perfect 10.’ ”

SINNENBERG NAMED
Lauren Sinnenberg (WHS ’06) was

honored as one of the “Faces in the
Crowd” by Sports Illustrated in its
Feb. 11 issue. The sophomore soccer
goalie for Williams College posted 10
straight shutouts to start this season
(13 overall). She is believed to be the
fourth Westfielder so honored, joining
Walt Hansgen (auto racing), Roger
Anderson (swimming) and John
Ketcham (swimming).

FINAL HOME MEETS
Today (boys) and tomorrow (girls)

are the swimming sectional semifi-
nals, and also the final home meets for
some outstanding WHS seniors. Matt
Blutfield, Josh David, Matt Gelmetti,
Luke Granstrand, Matt Green, Alex
Greenspan, Matt Haddad, Jon Holt,
Mike Kane and Mike Rediker on the
boys team; Liz Hawkins, Alexi Kuska,
Annie O’Neill and Cat Winchester on
the girls team.

Every WHS senior class of boys swim-
mers since 1992 has swum on at least
one state championship team and, since
the boys last state title was in 2004, this
is the last chance for the Class of ’08. In
addition, WHS has a good shot at be-
coming the first school to sweep the boys
and girls state titles in the 22-year history
of the team tournament.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Arley Rojas. The
senior bowler had a 667 series last Satur-
day to qualify for individual states and
lead WHS to second place at sectionals.
A couple of weeks ago he rolled a 300
game in the Woodbridge Invitational.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Devil of the Week
Arley Rojas

Bowling

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times

February 1, 2002: The Westfield
High School boys swimming team
captured the Union County Boys
Swimming Championship, out-point-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 307-223,
at Dunn Center in Elizabeth. Westfield
has won 45 of the 46 UCBS titles.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood had broken
Westfield’s streak at 42 – the nation’s
longest in any high school sport – in
1999.

The Blue Devils placed first in six
of the 11 events and were led by Zack
Coppa, who placed first in two indi-
vidual events and one relay event.
Coppa won the 200-freestyle for the
second year in a row with his season’s
best time of 1:49.3 and won the 100-
freestyle. Coppa teamed with Sean
Baran, Ryan Bartholomew and Rob
Freundlich to touch first in the 200-
yard relay.

February 7, 2002: The charged up
Raiders boys basketball team defeated
the Blue Devils, 71-55, at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Raider
seniors Mike Brennan (8 rebounds)
and Anwar Montgomery (6 assists),
on “Senior Day”, scored 22 points
and 14 points, respectively. Blue Devil
Dan DeSerio had 17 points and nine
rebounds, and senior Jay Cook had
11 points.

February 3, 2001: Raider senior
Gary Cousar successfully defended
his 189-lb. title at the Union County
wrestling tournament held at Union
High School. Cousar wrestled like a
man possessed by pinning his way
through the tournament. In the finals,
he flattened Dave Peist of Cranford
with an under-half nelson in 5:12.
Raider junior Lucas Francavilla, who
placed second last year at 125, ad-
vanced to the 135-lb. finals before
dropping a 10-3 decision to freshman
Charles Mueller of Union.

February 3, 2001: The 13th-ranked
Westfield High School girls swim-
ming team was put to the test by a
strong group from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood but prevailed to capture its
ninth-straight Union County (UC)
title in Elizabeth. The Blue Devils
totaled 250 points to the Raiders’
229.

Raider senior Dana Berkowitz
grabbed the spotlight by breaking two
UC meet records. First, she touched
first in the 200 individual medley
(IM) with a time of 2:10.81, breaking
the record of 2:11.26 set in 1981 by
Betsey Leibers of Governor
Livingston. Her second record came
in the breaststroke when she touched
first in 1:07.79, topping Blue Devil
Brooke Smith’s record of 1:08.32 set
in 1998.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING IT ON THE LINE…Westfield High School Athletic Director Ed
Tranchina, left, and field event coach Greg Gorski witness senior javelin specialist
Brandon Heroux as he signs the line for a half scholarship that was awarded for
him to attend The College of William and Mary at Williamsburg, Va.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

CRANFORD
Center hall colonial in pristine condition on beautiful tree-
lined street with almost an acre of park-like property.
WSF0757

Wonderful Tudor near award winning schools, town &
NYC transportation.Loaded with charm, spacious rooms,
deep moldings.  WSF0831

Chelmsford. Stunning, spacious in-town condo.
2bedrooms, 2baths, new kitchen, fireplace, garage.
Updated throughout.  WSF0970

3bedroom, 2.1bath colonial. Charm with upscale modern
amenities. High quality custom kitchen, adjacent family
room.  WSF0004

WESTFIELD

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$649,000

$699,000 $679,500

$669,000 WESTFIELD
Spacious split level in a park-like setting. 4bedrooms,
2.1baths. All updated including roof, thermal windows,
electric.  WSF0020

$729,000

WESTFIELD
Center entry split on unusually large lot.Beautiful new eat-
in kitchen w/granite,4bedrooms,2.1baths,wonderful
familyroom.  WSF0029

$639,000

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.
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DeFREITAS, ‘REICH’, YINGLING, ‘GOZ’, BARNES PIN

Blue Devils Rip Red Raiders,
Prep for District Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield will be the site of the
District 11 wrestling tournament on
February 22-23 (Friday and Satur-
day) and the Blue Devils prepared
with a 48-24 tune up victory over
visiting Newark East Side on Febru-
ary 8 before following up with a show-
down with Central Jersey Section
powers Monroe and Somerville on
February 9.

“We brought those teams in for a
reason at the end of the year. We are
looking to challenge our kids. We
have some individuals who really
want to make some noise at the end of
the year We want to get those kids
battle tested before the districts and
they are going to have their opportu-
nities with those two teams,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

Of the seven contested bouts against
East Side, the Blue Devils won all but
two, a 6-4 overtime decision by Red
Raider Isaac Parness over Wendell
Hammond at 152-lbs and a 6-1 deci-
sion at 171-lbs. Westfield won three
weight classes by forfeit, as did East
Side. There was no bout at 103-lbs.

“The kids did what they needed to
do. We expected to win from 112 on
up to 152,” said coach Kurz.

Jey Yingling got the Blue Devils on
the board first when he clamped An-
thony Anderson in a cradle in 1:11 at
112-lbs then Nick DeFreitas per-
formed a single-to-a-double leg
takedown on Jokarly Fernandez be-
fore settling him with an under-half

nelson in 1:19 at 119-lbs.
Blue Devil John Barnes jumped up

to 130-lbs, bowled Jhonson Solano to
his back with a takedown and a
nearfall then silenced him in 1:05,
using an arm bar and hook. At 140-

PUSAR SCORES 13 POINTS, DiIORIO SINKS 11 POINTS

Hilltopper Cagers Hold Off
Devil Boys in UCT, 64-58

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A decisive third quarter set the
wheels in motion for the Summit
Hilltoppers boys basketball team to
roll to a, 64-58, victory in the prelimi-
naries of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Rahway on February 10.

The Hilltoppers, spread the offen-
sive wealth among three players. Cen-
ter Chris Kehue led all scorers with 16
points, forward Kyle Mahoney netted
15 points and Jordan Healy put up 12
points. Junior Dave Pulsar led the 5-15
Blue Devils with 13 points, including
one 3-pointer. Tony DiIorio hit for 11
points, including 5-for-8 from the stripe
and senior Manny Mills banged in 10
points and finished with four rebounds.
Junior Mike Lessner finished with eight
points, including two 3 pointers, and
pulled in four rebounds, Chris Sheehan
bucketed six points, including one from
downtown, and had three assists. Joey
Kopser and freshman Ryan Hess each
sank a 3-pointer and sophomore Pat
Gray had four points.

“It was a nice first half but first
halves don’t win basketball games.
You have to make plays and make
things happen in the fourth quarter
when it matters. We executed well but

missed a lot of foul shots,” said
Westfield Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“I talk about making plays, about
who makes plays at the end of the
game and Summit, to their credit,
made more plays than we did.”

The first quarter resulted in a
tradeoff of points with the Hilltoppers
holding a slight 14-12, edge. Sheehan
netted five points and Pusar scored
three, while DiIorio and Mills each
hit two of their two free throws.

Killer defense on the part of the
Blue Devils prevailed in the second
quarter. This badgering frustrated the
Hilltoppers and opened the door for
an 18-13 run that put Westfield in the
driver’s seat. Kopser and Hess each
hit the target from long range. Pusar
put in four points, DiIorio had three,
Gray and Mills netted two points each
and Sheehan added a point.

Facing a 30-27 third quarter defi-
cit, Summit specialized on chaos and
raged to a 22-12 run to hold a 49-42
cushion.

“That was disappointing. We had
four guys, who we keyed on that we
talked about and emphasized. Unfor-
tunately we weren’t able to be in
good positions and we got a little lax.
We’re fundamentally sound but we

allowed those guys good looks,” said
coach Everly.

Westfield was still reeling in the
fourth quarter and the Hilltoppers
took advantage with six clean shots to
lift the lead up by six but Pusar buried
a 3-pointer, Mills powered his way to
the hoop with a lay up and DiIorio
registered three points to close the
gap to 53-50. The Hilltoppers an-
swered with a five-point run. Lessner
responded with his 3-pointer and
DiIoiro hit a 2-point jumper; how-
ever, by the end of the quarter, the
Blue Devils shots were not falling,
including six of the eight necessary
connections from the free throw line.

“First quarter, we wanted to come
out strong, just do what the coach told
us before the game, which was to stop
Kehue. He was a threat to us and I
think we did a good job and stayed
with him pretty much the whole
game,” said Pusar. “As the game pro-
gressed, however, we started to give
up some easy ones. We did not quite
jell as a team and we just didn’t make
the plays to win games. That has been
a struggle for us but I think we’ll
come around and win some games.”
Summit 14 13 22 13 62
Westfield 12 18 12 14 56

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANKING WITH A WRIST AND A HALF…Blue Devil Sam Reichbach turned East Side Red Devil Jon Auriemma in
1:08 with a wrist-and-half nelson maneuver at 140-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIKING THE BLUE GRASS…Raider football star Keith Baker has decided to
take a full ride to play football for the University of Louisville as coach Steve
Ciccotelli observes.

Bergo, Alleman, Jones Win
At Track Group Sections

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls indoor track & field team
placed third with a total of 37 and the
Raider boys placed fourth with a total
of 27.25 at the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 meet at the Jersey City
Armory on February 11. The
Westfield High School boys placed
fourth with 32 points and the Blue
Devil girls tied Elizabeth for eighth
with 10 points at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 meet.

Blue Devil Adam Bergo cleared
6’6” to take top honors in the high
jump event. Evan Friedman crossed
third in the 1600 meters with a time of
4:39.28. Alex Tarlow and Josh
Einbinder finished 4-6 in the 800
meters with respective times of
2:02.62 and 2:04.69. Dan Markowski
cleared 11 feet to place third in the
pole vault and Tim Woods tied for
fourth with a clearance of 10 feet.
The Blue Devil 4x400 team crossed
fifth with a time of 3:37.29.

Raider Mike Alleman won the shot
put event with a toss of 60’5” and

teammate Matt McQuoid placed sixth
with a shove of 40’6.5”. Pat Doliber
and Dan Sapienza finished 4-5 in the
3200 meters with respective times of
10:08.6 and 10:15.05. Martin
Sweeney crossed fourth in the 1600
meters with a time of 4:37.74. Louvan
Powell took third in the high jump
with a height of 5’10” and Larry Dent
tied for sixth with a height of 5’4”.

Raider Carlaya Jones won the shot
put with a toss of 36’3.25” and Erin
Rossi took third at 33’3”. Brittney
Veeck placed second in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:26.82 and second in
the 1600 meters with a time of 5:29.72.
Cathy Harley crossed fourth in the
3200 meters with a time of 12:06.04
and the Raiders finished sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 4:23.36. Blue
Devil Lisa Nehring placed fifth in the
800 meters with a time of 2:29.26 and
Christina Obiajulu, Ashley Edwards,
Cat Cognetti and Tessa Schaaf placed
fourth in the 4x400 with a time of
4:17.83. Claire Stevens-Haas took
fourth in the pole vault at nine feet.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Mother Seton, 55-32
The Westfield High School girls

basketball team defeated Mother Se-
ton, 55-32, in the first round of the
Union County Tournament on Febru-
ary 11. Tara Handza and Erin Miller
put up 15 and 13 points, respectively,
for the Blue Devils. Gab O’Leary and
Anne Knisely each had eight points.
Mother Seton   6   7 10   9 32
Westfield 16 18 12   9 55

Lady Raiders Stop
Comet Cagers, 48-39
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team stopped
Hillside, 48-39, in the first round of
the Union County Tournament in
Cranford on February 11. Kaylin
Jaichon pumped in 12 points, grabbed
12 rebounds and had seven blocks.
Jackie Law had 11 points, four re-
bounds and four assists.
Hillside   9   6 11 13 39
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 11 15 14 48

UCT Girls Basketball:

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/17  12-4PM $349,000
This sunny 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths split level features an eat-in-kitchen, formal dining room
and generous living and family rooms - each with a wood burning fireplace. Central Air, 1 car
attached garage and many new and updated features make this 1955 home a great place to
live.  DIRECTIONS: Springfield Avenue to Kenilworth Blvd. #94.  EXCLUSIVE.

FANWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/17  12-4PM $569,000

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $725,000

A truly spectacular 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths Center Hall Colonial situated on a wooded knoll
overlooking a spacious professionally landscaped lot. This stately home features a magnificent
gourmet kitchen, formal dining room, and impressive beamed family room with a fireplace
leading out to a paver patio great for outdoor entertaining. The oversized 2 car garage opens
to a newly paved wide turn-around driveway. Central air & gas heating. Great location, very
close to NYC train or bus.  DIRECTIONS: Park Ave becomes Martine left on Midway #376.
EXCLUSIVE.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

A perfect setting is just the beginning of what makes this home special. The ideal floor plan
allows fabulous flow for entertainment and family fun. The marble foyer of this Center Hall
Colonial welcomes you into a stately living room, formal dining room, and family room with
a brick wall fireplace. The eat-in-kitchen recently updated overlooks a wonderful covered
porch and deck and flows onto an acre backyard property. Four bedrooms with a master
private bath, 2 1/2 baths total, 2 car garage and finished basement complete this terrific
home.  MLS # 2485192

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/17  12-4PM $649,000
Welcome to a spacious, 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson
School. Its many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof, CAC and
HWH. A large, sunny FR, newly finished hardwood floors, ample storage space & convenience
to town, schools & NYC transportation complete the appeal of this lovely home. Make it
your today!  Directions: Summit Avenue to Otisco Drive #406.  MLS # 2477568

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $649,900
Charm abounds in this classic 5 bedroom, 2 full and 1 half baths Center Hall Colonial. The
first floor opens to a large foyer with 2 ample coat closets. On each side of this colonial you
will find elegant entertaining space. Both the formal dining room and living room have oversized
bay windows allowing the sunlight to stream in. The first floor family room features a stone
fireplace for warm cozy family gatherings. The large eat-in-kitchen has abundant custom
cabinetry and counter space. An au pair suite and laundry area is conveniently located down
the hall. The second floor features 4 oversized bedrooms and 2 full baths. The master retreat
is large and has its own full bath with private dressing room. It also features its own walk-in
closets and double ceiling fans. The home also includes an enormous high ceiling basement
with its own entry to the garage. The multi-zone central air, heated driveway and fenced in
pool add to the excellent value of the home.  MLS # 2476265

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Blue Devils Rip Red Raiders,
Prep for District Mat Tourney

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

MX Bulldogs Stop
Blue Devils, 53-50

Raider B’Ballers Fall Short to Minutemen, 38-37
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

After Lockhart began the third
quarter with a lay-up, the Blue Dev-
ils took over the tempo, ran some
penetration plays and drew some
fouls. Blue Devil junior Tony DiIorio
(4 rebounds, 2 steals), who finished
with 15 points, hit 2-for-2 from the
line and Manny Mills (2 steals), who
finished with six points, sank one of
two free throws. DiIorio and Lessner
each added 3-pointers to give the
Blue Devils a 9-7 edge in the quarter
despite the Bulldogs’ continued
dominance of the boards.

“We made some adjustments at
halftime to take away the post game
but it was hard to take away their
offensive rebounding all the time,”
commented coach Everly.

The Blue Devils played cagey de-
fense and cashed in at the charity
line, hitting 8-for-11, in the fourth
quarter. After Lessner drove to the
basket, was fouled on a successful
lay-up and hit the free throw, the
Blue Devils narrowed the score to
46-45 with 2:10 remaining. Bulldog
Idias King (13 points) hit a pair of
short jumpers and Lockhart rolled in
a lay-up, while Lessner put in a lay-
up and Mills hit three free throws to
make the score 52-50 with 36 sec-
onds left. The Bulldogs had posses-
sion so the Blue Devils needed to
foul. Broadingham sank the final
point from the charity line.

“We played solid defensively. Fun-
damentally, we were pretty good.
We stopped penetration, forced them
to kick the basketball, good close-
out. We doubled down in the post,
got the ball out of the post,” said
coach Everly.
MX Shabazz 18 15   7 13 53
Westfield 16   9   9 16 50

The Raiders did get the inside track
in the fourth quarter. Dominating the
boards, utilizing their strength by
pounding the ball inside and convert-
ing their shots resulting in a, 35-35
deadlock with 30 seconds left. The
Raiders chose to foul, forcing Eliza-
beth to take the ball out in the waning
seconds but Shanique Wylie found
Porter who converted the winning
shot at the buzzer.

“We tried to disguise our defense

by setting up in a zone and jumping
into man to man but we broke down,”
said coach Davis.

In the quarter, DeCataldo banged
in a 3-pointer, Molly Meehan ham-
mered home four points, Jaichon
added four points and Degnan chipped
in two

“We know we can beat Elizabeth if
we get another shot at them. A lot has
to fall in place for us but it could come
to pass,” said coach Davis. “Overall,

lbs, Sam Reichbach put the Blue
Devils ahead 36-6 when he turned
Jon Auriemma in 1:08 with a wrist-
and-half nelson maneuver.

Freshman Erik Gozdieski put the
icing on the cake at 160-lbs when he
used a spin around takedown then
pinned Fernando Pereira in 3:42 with
a walkover half nelson.

“Erik Gozdieski went with the game
plan. He wore the kid down and did a
good job turning him from top. I
think he is going to be a kid, who this
team is going to be counting on in the
future. He’s got the right work ethic,”
said coach Kurz.

Visiting Monroe entered the meet
with the Blue Devils boasting a 20-5
record after defeating Somerville
handily in the opening match. Al-
though the Falcons won the match,
51-12, several Blue Devils performed

well. In the first bout, heavyweight
Joe Kania dropped a very close 2-1
decision to Frank Olexson and 119-lb
DeFreitas was competitive in his 8-2
loss to a very tough Sam Emburgia.

Barnes put the hurt on Brian
Mackiewicz at 125-lbs, with a five-
point lateral drop and a three-point
double arm bar stack in the first pe-
riod. He then added a pair of reversals
before settling Mackiewicz in 4:41
with a yank-and-crank wrist and a
half nelson. Panarese recorded a lat-
eral throw takedown, a double-leg
takedown and a switch reversal to
win his 135-lb bout over Nick Russo,
6-2, and Falcon Blaine Miller held on
just long enough to eke a 2-1 decision
over Reichbach at 140-lbs. Blue Devil
Matt Shaffer slipped away from
Hunter Pipala in the third period to
claim a 3-2 victory at 145-lbs.

“We are trying to raise our inten-
sity a little bit. We want to fine tune a
couple of mistakes and get the condi-
tioning up as high as it can be. A lot of
it is, ‘can we keep these guys in the
proper mind frame where they are
still hungry at the end of the year.’ It’s
a long season. Everyone is a little beat
up. If we can keep these guys moti-
vated, we are going to be okay,” said
coach Kurz.

WESTFIELD/EAST SIDE BOUTS:
Hwt: — Eric Harding (N) won forfeit
103: — No bout
112: — Yingling (W) p Anderson, 1:11
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Fernandez, 1:19
125: — Christian Barber (W) won forfeit
130: — Barnes (W) p Solano, 1:05
135: — Joe Panarese (W) won forfeit
140: — Reichbach (W) p Auriemma, 1:08
145: — Brian Henry (W) won forfeit
152: — Parnass (N) d Hammond, 6-4 OT
160: — Gozdieski (W) p Pereira, 3:42
171: — Fabio Madeiras (N) d Bill Kim, 6-1
189: — Moses Parnass (N) won forfeit
215: — Craig Clark (N) won forfeit

it shows how even the county is right
now and the tournament is wide open.
We lost to Westfield by two, Eliza-
beth by one, beat Plainfield who beat
Westfield. Roselle Catholic knocked
off Johnson, who beat Cranford, while
Westfield and Linden split. Who
knows? It will take four successive
games for somebody to take the
crown.”
Elizabeth   9 11 11   7 38
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5   6 13 13 37

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIME TICKING AWAY…Blue Devil Manny Mills, No. 24, holds his position as
a Bulldog looks for an open teammate.

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 17th • 1:00-4:00pm
1059 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield

Center Hall Colonial situated on prime half acre property with circular drive. Expert craftsmanship and truly inspired
choices of interior design, combining formal living areas with casual space to accommodate today’s lifestyle. 5 bedrooms
(including two master bedrooms—one on each floor), 4.2 baths. Gourmet Plain & Fancy kitchen with separate breakfast
room/conservatory. Fabulous great room with fireplace and French doors to patio. Two story entry, 2 fireplaces (including
one in the second floor master bedroom), stone and hardwood flooring, exquisite millwork, butler’s pantry, second
floor laundry, walk-up third level and so much more! Choose your colors and final touches in this exceptionally
appointed home. Close proximity to NYC transportation. $2,395,000.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WF’s Bennett Recognized
At Women in Sports Day

On February 3, Seton Hall Univer-
sity hosted New Jersey’s 16th annual
award luncheon in celebration of Na-
tional Girls and Women in Sports
Day. Claire Bennett, a captain of the
girls soccer and lacrosse teams this
year, was selected to represent
Westfield High School at the event.

Officially recognized on February
6, National Girls and Women in Sport
Day celebrates the athletic achieve-
ments of women and the benefits that
sports can bring to the lives of all girls
and women. Approximately 150 stu-
dent-athletes from New Jersey’s high
schools, colleges and universities
were honored at the celebration. One
of the largest events in the state to
recognize women’s athletics, over 800
people attended the event, which had
a theme of “All In!”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING OUT OF A TOUGH SPOT…Raider guard Molly Meehan keys on moving Minutemen out of the way on her
way to the basket. The senior scored four points, had two assists, grabbed two rebounds and swiped a basketball.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

High School Boys
Section Swim Results:

WESTFIELD 124, UNION 46
200 medley relay: W (Kevin Ramos, Eva
Paulan, John Holt, Mike Blutfield)
1:53.05
200 free: Ramcel Maksom (U) 2:00.91
200 IM: Max Blum (W) 2:12.84
50 free: Mike Dores (U) 26.1
100 fly: Matt Morgan (W) 1:00.15
100 free: Larry Zhang (W) 53.47
500 free: John Taylor (W) 5:27.91
200 free relay: W (Matt Gelmetti, Alex
Greenspan, Mike Rediker, Matt Green)
1:39.27
100 back: Green (W) 1:02.59
100 breast: Chris Joyce (W) 1:11.33
400 free relay: W (Greenspan, Nick
Boyle, Jack Lorentzen, Matt Haddad)
3:44.4

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 100,
CRANFORD 70
200 medley relay: C (Eric Walano, Mark
Bagniewski, Sean French, Jon Van
Ostenbridge) 1:47.91
200 free: Brian Pesin (S) 1:59.15
200 IM: Erick Walker (S) 2:18.15
50 free: French (C) 23.76
100 fly: Eric Walano (C) 1:02.16
100 free: French (C) 54.84
500 free: Zach Peart (S) 5:21.17
200 free relay: C (Mike Walano, Eric
Walano, Van Ostenbridge, French)
1:41.4
100 back: Peter Weigel (S) 1:06.71
100 breast: Bagniewski (C) 1:06.91
400 free relay: S (Pesin, Conor Lockier,
Weigel, Sean Lockier) 3:59.93

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Westfield . . . Picturesque Tudor on winding Westfield street in coveted location close to award winning schools,
downtown and New York City transportation. Loaded with charm, this home boasts a welcoming front porch, deep
mouldings, beautiful leaded glass, hardwood floors with inlaid borders and more! The floor plan is composed of spacious
rooms punctuated with cozy nooks & crannies, and offers a large living room with woodburning fireplace, formal dining
room, kitchen with separate breakfast room, sunny family room with built-in bookcase, four bedrooms including third
floor master suite, and basement study. This lovingly maintained home filled with enchanting detail awaits a proud new
owner!  Offered for $699,000.  WSF0831

Open House: Sunday, 2/17  1-4 pm • 707 Dorian Road
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Blue Devil Icemen Rap
Bulldogs, Fall to Crusaders

The 11-8-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team fell to division rival
(11-5-3) A.L. Johnson, 5-3, at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on Febru-
ary 6 but recovered to defeat (1-13-1)
Jonathan Dayton, 9-3, at Union Sports
Arena on February 8.

Against the ALJ Crusaders, the Blue
Devils led twice, including a 27 minute
stretch spanning all three periods. Cru-
sader star Nick Villaverde led a four-
goal, third-period comeback with three
scores and a helper, finishing the night
with five points. Sophomore Daniel
Reyman and senior co-captains Craig
Esposito and Jimmy Bender led the
Blue Devils offensively.

Bender scored early in the first
period off Reyman’s assist, but
Johnson’s Jozef Kapel, assisted by
Eric Faethe and Villaverde, tied the
score. Four minutes later, Reyman set
up Esposito’s first goal, giving
Westfield the 2-1 edge.

After a silent second period,
Villaverde, on Kapel’s assist, tied the
score four minutes into the third pe-
riod. Villaverde then set up Frank
Travisano’s goal to make the score 3-
2 with under eight minutes remain-
ing. Esposito scored unassisted two
minutes later, off an end-to-end rush,
but Travisano sprung Villaverde for a
breakaway goal, with less than three
minutes remaining. Villaverde’s
empty-net goal sealed the win, with
19 seconds left.

Against the Dayton Bulldogs,
Esposito and freshman CJ Meyer each
had two goals and three assists. The
match was close until late in the sec-
ond period. Dayton drew first blood,
just 70 seconds into the game, as Adam
Frank’s seeing-eye power-play goal
snaked through a crowd, and past the
screened Westfield goalie Caitlin
Whitlock. Whitlock was solid thereaf-
ter, allowing only another power-play
goal, in the second-period.

Bender, assisted by Esposito and
Evan Einstein, scored on a power-
play midway through the first period.
Three minutes later, Meyer assisted

sophomore defender Dylan Moran
for another goal. Meyer then assisted
Esposito’s goal, with 38 seconds re-
maining in the period.

Early in the second period, Frank
connected for Dayton’s power play,
closing the gap to 3-2. Seven minutes
later, Meyer scored twice, one as-
sisted by Esposito, the other unas-
sisted on the power play. Next, sopho-
more Matt Wronski tapped in his first
of the season, set up by strong work
along the boards by freshman Henry
O’Brien and Reyman.

Seven seconds into the third pe-
riod, Esposito, on an assist from
Bender, scored. Two minutes later,
junior Phil Cohn lifted in a
backhander, off assists by Moran and
O’Brien. Under three minutes later,
Bender scored Westfield’s final tally,
from Esposito and sophomore Joe
Kramkowski. Westfield relieved
Whitlock in goal with freshman Mor-
gan Bungerz. Vincent Inneo scored
Dayton’s final goal on the power play.

Raider Wrestlers Stop Ridge
In Group 3 Sectionals, 37-27

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

to claim a 9-4 decision at 130-lbs.
“He was beating me up all match.

In the third period, I was getting down
on myself but I had to keep my head
up then I saw the Petersen. There it
was,” said Morrison, who added, “It’s
going good. It’s getting better as I go
along. I’m a lot better than in the
beginning of the season.”

“Wesley! That was a huge match.
The rolls at the end, we practice rolls.
I’m a Granby guy,” said coach Scholz.

At 135-lbs, Raider Dan Gore re-
corded a single-leg takedown, a far
side cradle and a pipe wrench nearfall
to seize an 8-0, majority decision
over Alex Gacos and Raider Mike
Ferrara followed with a pair of
takedowns and a reversal to go with
his strong top control in the second
period to grab a 6-1 victory over
Chris Reilly at 140-lbs.

It is only fitting that a Raider named
Ridge would register a key victory
over a key Ridge wrestler. That is
what happened when Mike Ridge put
together an ankle pick takedown and
a navy ride stack with a penalty point,
an escape, a reversal and a takedown
to earn an 11-6 victory over Bennett
Radinovic at 145-lbs to give the Raid-
ers a 25-0 lead.

At 160-lbs, Trevor Cannon used a
Petersen stack to sack Alex Braunstein
in 3:53 then after Ridge won the next
two bouts by fall to make the score 34-
18, Jacobs had a showdown with Nick
Wilson in a battle of the bruisers at
215-lbs. Wilson scored a quick duck
under takedown but Jacobs escaped.
Wilson added an escape in the second

period and Jacobs escaped in the third
but trailed 3-2. As time was running
down, Jacobs slipped under for the
takedown and held on to win, 4-3.

“I realized that it was probably
going to be a close match. I was
motivated for the match, especially in
front of a big crowd. I didn’t want to
lose in front of my friends and family.
The kid was stronger than I expected
but I felt strong and I think that helped
me win the match,” said Jacobs. “I
knew I had to score because I was
down by one, so I dropped in low in
the last seconds and ran out the clock.”

Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes
scored an escape in the second period
and spent the entire third period at-
tempting to roll Steve Santner to his
back but had to settle for a 1-0 victory.
At 103-lbs, Raider Nowell Whitehouse
was in a rock-and-tumble bout with
DJ Ragonese. Trailing 11-10,
Whitehouse appeared to pull off a
bout-winning reversal but Ragonese
literally held on to win as time ran out.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
119: — Bundy (S) p Tumulo, 2:41
125: — N. Sebolao (S) p Bassin, 2:19
130: — Morrison (S) d Winter, 9-4
135: — Gore (S) md Gacos, 8-0
140: — Ferrara (S) d Reilly, 6-1
145: — Ridge (S) d Radinovic, 11-6
152: — Steve Bercik (R) p Josh Foote,
5:16
160: — Cannon (S) p Braunstein, 3:53
171: — Jon Lorio (R) p Ryan McCarthy,
2:38
189: — Cameron Radinovic (R) p Joe
Sebolao, 1:24
215: — Jacobs (S) d Wilson, 4-3
Hwt: — Blaes (S) d Santner, 1-0
103: — Ragonese (R) d Whitehouse, 11-10
112: — Shane Gana (R) won forfeit

Raider Ice Hockey Boys Spoil
Bernards’ Perfect Record

Led by a spectacular performance
by goalie Brian Jascur, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School ice
hockey team, with a full, healthy
squad, spoiled Bernard’s perfect Blue
Division record with a 1-1 tie at the
Rock in Dunellen on February 9.
Bernards’ record shifted to 16-0-1.

Jascur had 57 saves, allowing only
a single power-play goal off a re-
bound in the first period. Junior wing
Tyler Mattern tied the score in the
second period, roofing a shot over the
Bernards goalie.

The Raiders received a little bit of
lady luck when Bernards clanked one
off the post late in the third period.
Then, in the final seconds, junior wing
Danny Jones, helping out on defense,

saved the tie when he broke up a
Bernards 2-on-1 breakaway. Bernards
had just received an elbowing penalty
with 17 seconds remaining, but won
the face-off in their own zone and
broke out with their leading scorer
and captain, Nick Kasmanian, wait-
ing for the pass. Jones deflected the
pass as time ran out.

The Raiders missed out on the state
playoffs with an overall record of 7-
11-3 at the cut-off date, but secured
the sixth and final Central Blue Divi-
sion play-off spot with a 3-2 win over
St. Joe’s of Hammonton. The Raiders
finished their first season in the Blue
Division and only their second sea-
son as a varsity team with a respect-
able 7-8-3 record.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Association would also like
to thank all those who attended or
made a donation to support the team
at their second Annual Gala
fundraising dinner. Many items were
auctioned, including an autographed
Michael Strahan jersey. The team does
not receive any funds from the school
board and relies on fundraising ef-
forts to help the parents pay the ex-
penses. Also, if any boys or girls are
interested in playing on the spring
middle-school team, please call Russ
Jones at (908) 889-8206 or Pat Hogan
at (908) 301-1626.

Courtesy of NJ Sports Media (www.njsportsmedia.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOP SHELF!…Blue Devil center Phil Cohn watches his backhand shot find the
roof of the cage behind Dayton’s goaltender.

Blue Devil Keglers Finish
Second Section Tourney

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team advanced to the state
finals by rolling a 3,110 total at Eagle
Rock Lanes in West Orange on Feb-
ruary 9. The Blue Devils finished
second to Linden with a 3,174 total.
Last year, Westfield shot a 3,027 to
claim the crown.

It was the seventh time in the last
eight years that the Blue Devils were
sectional finalists, having won the
title six times.

“The one good thing I could say
about finishing second is that the time
we won the state championship, we
also finished second at the sections,”
said Westfield Head Coach Mike
Tirone. “This was an awesome dis-
play of balance and teamwork to again
make it to the finals.”

Jesse Embry (226, 221, 606 se-
ries), Eric Curialle (573 series), Matt
Marcus (247, 634 series), Arley Rojas
(212, 212, 243, 669 series) and Brett
Ettinger (213, 225, 630 series) earned
the Blue Devils their highest ever
sectional, total. The team shot games
of 1,040, 1,064 and 1,006. This was
the 12th time in the past 15 seasons

that the Blue Devils have advanced to
the state finals, which will be held at
Carolier Lanes in North Brunswick
on Monday, February 18.

Earlier in the week, the Blue Devils
defeated Union to complete their un-
defeated Watchung Conference sea-
son with a 15-0 record. Ettinger rolled
games of 215 and 213 and had a 610
series. Embry had a 231 game and
589 series. Curialle had 201 and 206
for a 582 series. Marcus shot 568 and
Rojas shot 557. The game scores were
1,047-765, 902-834 and 957-757 for
the 7-0 score.

The junior varsity also finished
undefeated in the conference at 15-0
by beating the Union JV team. In
Game 1, Kevin Murphy rolled a 195
and Josh Ettinger rolled 234. The
game score was 921-726. In Game 2,
Brian Dunn (181) and Patrick Clancy
(212) had high games. Clancy (211)
and Dunn (201) led the team in Game
3. The JV team closed out its season
with a perfect 19-0 record. Led by
juniors Marcus, Dunn, Murphy and
Matt Catenacci, the JV’s three-year
record was an amazing 57-1.

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue •  908 233-5555

Open House: Sun. 2/17  1-4pm • 681 Westfield Avenue
Westfield . . . A colonial that brings back memories of a by-gone era: wide porch, high ceilings, French

Doors, beautiful woodwork, & magnificent windows!  This authentic 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Arts and

Crafts Colonial is an architectural masterpiece, rich in detail & drenched in History.  This home was

carefully updated, keeping true period details, throughout the house.  The Kitchen is highlighted by

Crown Point cabinetry and top of the line appliances.  Set on a picturesque lot, this handsome Colonial

is just a short distance to the charming downtown and NYC Transportation.  Offered at $799,900.

No. 18 Warrior Icemen Nip
Blue Devils in Ice Hockey, 3-2

The 11-9-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team gave division-lead-
ing, 18th-ranked Watchung Hills (16-
3-2) a challenge from beginning to
end, but fell, 3-2, on February 11 at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle.

The Warriors scored first when
Mike Lundberg and Alex Kong com-
bined on Lundberg’s power-play goal
6:05 into the first period. Co-captain
Jimmy Bender led Westfield’s late-
first-period surge, scoring twice. With
barely three minutes remaining in the
period, just after a two-man advan-
tage had ended, Bender scored on a
power play and assist from Evan
Einstein. Two minutes later, after a
feed from CJ Meyer, Bender’s shot,
from just above the right face-off dot,
slid under the Warrior goalie’s pads,

putting the Blue Devils ahead, 2-1.
The teams traded chances and terri-

torial edge throughout the next two
periods. Kong added a goal in each
period to provide the winning margin.

Westfield goalie Caitlin Whitlock
and the defensemen Pat Tresnan,
Zander Maslow, Mike Foley, Dylan
Moran and Joe Kramkowski slowed
the Warriors’ attack. Penalty killers
AJ Cunningham, Henry O’Brien, and
Dan Reyman held off a power play.
Westfield’s second-line, Einstein,
Reyman and Matt Wronski kept the
puck in the Warriors’ end, but could
not break through.

Toward the end of play, Craig
Esposito’s shot was deflected by the
goalkeeper. Bender took a shot but
the goalie blocked it as well.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPING UNDER IN TIME…Raider Billy Jacobs, front, slips under Nick
Wilson and gets a takedown to win his 215-lb bout, 4-3.

 

THINKING ABOUT SELLING AN 
OLDER or HISTORIC HOME ? 

MARKETING A SPECIAL HOME IS A BIG EVENT 

As a member of the NATIONAL TRUST for HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

I specialize in the Unique Marketing of Older and Historic Homes. 

Discover the Unique & Powerful BIPS HOME MARKETING SYSTEM 

Custom Designed to Protect the Equity in Your Home. 

 

CALL FOR A  FREE MARKET EVALUATION  OF YOUR HOME 
 
 

GEORGE BIPS 
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® 

Your Full-Time, Experienced, 

Tech Savvy Real Estate Professional 

Cell: 908-477-5379 

Email:  George@BipsRE.com 

 

 
 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 
 

 

 

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

 

OFFICE:  908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  -  WESTFIELD 
 

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned & Operated     
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FSPY 8U Piranhas Swim Well
At NJ YMCA Championships

The Fanwood Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) 8Under boys and girls swim
teams recorded some best times with
several top-10 finishes at the recent
YMCA 8U State Championships,
featuring over 500 swimmers from
more than 25 Y’s.

Boys: Jake Lessner and Nick Heath
posting their best times in the 100-
yard IM. (Age 7) Zachary Arber
placed third in the 50-free and fifth in
the 25-free with his best time. (Age 8)
Colin Sullivan was fourth in the 25-
free and Heath was ninth. Tyler
Daniskas and Joshua Davidson placed
in the top 20 with best times. Sullivan
(50-free) grabbed third. Chris
Hoerrner and Brody Rash posted
season’s best times.

In the 25-breaststroke, Lessner
placed 18th and Christian Buren beat
his best time by almost two seconds.
(Age 7) Arber tied for fourth in the

25-back. The age-8 team placed 11th
in the 100-medley relay and third in
the 100-free relay.

Girls: Julie Stankiewicz (100IM)
placed sixth and Emily Wang fin-
ished 18th. Micaela Valli posted a
strong IM.

In 25-free, (6Us) Rachel DiFabrizio
placed seventh and Hannah Crisafulli
took ninth. (Age 7) Mackenzie Inacker
and Gina Mae Fahrenholz placed
fourth and 16th, respectively, while
Anna Dunchus and Sydney
VonOehsen also finished in the top
30. (Age 8) Stankiewicz and Maya
Dunchus grabbed fourth and 12th,
respectively, and Erin Walling posted
a strong swim.

(Age 8 – 50-free) Maya Dunchus
placed eighth. Natalie Jablonski and
Natalie Edman shaved more than two
seconds each off their best times.

(6U) Crisafulli (25-breast) and
DiFabrizio (25-back) each placed
sixth. (Age 7) Gina Fahrenholz posted
best times in the 25-back and 25-
butterfly.

(Age 8) Emily Wang finished 13th
with a personal best in the 25-back,
while Katie Mrozek posted her best
time. Danielle Mrozek dropped over
three seconds in the 25-breast and the
25-fly. Stankiewicz took fourth with
a personal best, while Carlie
McNichol took more than a second
off her best time. The girls also had
several top 10 finishes in the various
relays.

Several Westfield Y 8-and-under
swimmers placed in the top-16 at the
State Championships, featuring
nearly 250 female and 200 male ath-
letes from 18 Y’s, at the Ocean County
Y on February 3.

8-year-old girls: Shannon Pyle
placed first in the 25-backstroke, sec-
ond in the 100IM and third in the 25-
fly. Emily Oster finished second in
the 50-free, seventh in the 25-free

and 10th in the 25-breast. Emily
Lockatell touched fifth in the 50-
free and 10th in the 25-free. Emily
Beattie placed 14th in the 25-breast.
Shannon Pyle, Mackenzie Smith,
Muriel Maloney and Emily Oster
won the 100-medley relay. Pyle,
Oster, Maloney and Emily Lockatell
won the 100-free relay.

Personal best times: Jessica
Trinkle, Grace Cash, Sara Gargiulo
and Amy Liang.

7-year-old girls: Muriel Maloney
placed third in the 25-breast, fifth in
the 25-fly and eighth in the 50-free.
Emma Conlon touched second in the
25-free and sixth in the 25-back.
Danille Rubiano touched 13th in the
25-breast and 14th in the 50-free.
Zoe Hays, Olivia Milford, Rubiano
and Jenna Daniel placed 12th in the
100-medley relay. Courtney Thomas,
Hays, Daniel and Amanda Pyle
placed 14th in the 100-free relay.

6-year-old girls: Jenna Daniel
placed third in the 25-fly, fourth in
the 25-breast and 10th in the 25-free.
Amanda Pyle touched 14th in the
25-breast and 15th in the 25-free.

8-year-old boys: Griff Morgan won
the 50-free, took second in the 25-
free and fourth in the 100IM. Colin
Daniel placed second in the 25-
breast, eighth in the 25-fly and 11th
in the 100IM. Jack Naughton touched
10th in the 100IM and 11th in the 25-
fly. Nick Youssef placed sixth in the
25-fly. Matt Barmakian, Daniel,
Youssef and Morgan won the 100-
medley relay, as did Barmakian,
Daniel, Morgan and Naughton in the
100-free relay. Matt Harris,
Naughton, Hunter Casazza and Mor-
gan placed 15th in the 100-medley
relay.

Personal best times: John Petit,
Aedan Collins, Joseph Chen and
Noah Bram.

7-year-old boys: Matt Barmakian
won 25-back, took 10th in the 50-
free and 12th in the 25-free. Jack
Cifelli had a very strong performance
for the team.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUN.  2/17 • 1 -4 PM

641 Clark Street, Westfield

Return to yesteryear. Desirable north side location.  Fabulous turn of the century 5
bedroom, 4 ½ bath Victorian, lovingly restored by master craftsmen and enhanced
with magnificent addition. This splendid mix of elegance, vintage charm, architectural
detail and spectacular amenities includes amazing gourmet kitchen with finest
cabinetry and counters, spacious breakfast room and walk in pantry, and an adjoining
sun lit family room with handsome stone fireplace. Not to be outdone the second
floor boasts a breath-taking master bedroom suite with fireplace. Bonus 3rd floor
with delightful bedroom and bath, and a finished basement, CAC, and much more.
Deep private yard. Convenient  to town, schools, NYC train and shopping.  Don’t
miss this opportunity! Offered at $1,629,000.

“I don’t just sell houses, I sell dreams”

Roz Alexander SRES
Realtor Associate Member Distinguished NJAR Sales Club

Historic and Luxury Homes Specialist

Certified Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Relocation Specialist

24 Years of Successful Experience

Direct: 908-233-6572

Cell: 908-229-5406

Email:roz233@msn.com

Westfield Y Swimmers Shine
At 8U State Championships

SP Rec Dept Opens
Softball Registration
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Recreation Department has
begun registration for the upcom-
ing girls softball season.

Girls in Grades from Kindergar-
ten to 8th from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood are encouraged to sign
up. Interested players can sign up
either at the Recreation Office in
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, or by mailing in a registration
form, which can be found online at
www.scotchplainsnj.com. The fee
for the program is $65. Registration
is scheduled to end on March 15.

Volunteers are needed for coach-
ing. Additionally, anyone who is
interested in umpiring is encour-
aged to call the Recreation Depart-
ment. Any questions can be directed
to the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700 ex-
tension no. 1222.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Bait, Fly Club to Host
Youth Fishing Seminar

The Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club will be hosting a Youth Fishing
Seminar on Tuesday, March 4, at 7:30
p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
Jeanette Avenue in Union. The semi-
nar will cover such topics as bait and
tackle, fishing techniques for fresh
and salt water, etc.

The club has been presenting such
programs for almost 100 years. Mem-
bers are also certified as instructors in
the Hooked on Fishing – Not on Drugs
program. Prizes will be awarded to
the winners of various contests. Re-
freshments will be served. For more
information, please call Fred Bercaw,
President, at (908) 753-4726.

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Renovated, spacious center hall Colonial on beautiful Highland Ave.  Classical appointments,
quality additions and the appropriate balance of formality and relaxed living style. 6 Bedroom, 3 full and 2
half bath, deluxe Kitchen with high end appliance, Woodmode cabinets, breakfast room with wet bar and
wine cooler, sliders to new blue stone patio and terrace. Elegant LR w/frplc, FDR, large FR and Office.  New
Master Bedroom features custom walk-in closet and whirlpool bath.  All new family baths, second flr laundry,
3rd flr suite, large RR.  Extensive landscaping on ½ acre, new walkways, drvwy, roof and exterior paint.  Walk
to town, schools & transportation.  Newly Listed.  $2,099,000.

Awaiting your arrival, this spacious young Colonial (built in 2004) reveals a fabulous flow 
enlivened by sunshine and marvelous details. The dramatic two-story entry foyer opens to 
an interior adorned with hardwood floors, superb moldings, tray, box beam, cathedral & 
vaulted ceilings and abundant closet space. The living room and formal dining room com-
pose a marvelous entertaining venue while the fire lit family room adjoins the granite ac-
cented kitchen and breakfast area. The master bedroom with walk-in closet & full bath 
joins three more bedrooms.  A walk-up to the third floor, second floor laundry, a delightful 
yard with deck and a convenient location, craft a home that is easy to move in to. Presented 
for $835,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

         908-233-6417, Direct Dial
            NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite James in,
and he’ll bring results!

James Euwer

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Gracious Center Hall Colonial with classic architecture that conveys an
elegance that transcends the whims of time. Nestled on a beautiful tree lined street this brick
colonial delights in the choicest setting only 5 blocks from the train station, 4 blocks from
Washington Elementary School & 2 blocks from the Westfield Library! This home offers an
inviting entrance hall for receiving guests & is flanked by a formal living room with a wood
burning fireplace & formal dining room. In addition you can enjoy a 1st floor family room or
move easily out into the adjoining summer porch for a truly relaxing evening. This spacious
home offers an expanded eat-in-kitchen with a bay window & 1st floor powder room. There
is plenty of room in this house with 4 second floor bedrooms, 2 baths and 2 additional third
floor bedrooms & bath with a ball/claw foot tub. Enjoy the craftsmanship & details this home
offers from the eyebrow windows to wide baseboard moldings.  $965,000.  MLS # 2483903

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Lisette Guzman
• Top Lister Month of January
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Lisette Guzman
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Lisette in, and she’ll bring results!
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WINNING THE GOLD…The Surgent’s Level 8 boys’ gymnasts recently took
first place at the Brian Babcock Invitational in Allentown, Pa. Pictured, left to
right, are: Zachary Urcinoli (Level 7), Mike Grimaldi (Level 7), Nathan Rutter,
Zachary Ghizzone, Max Donahue, Josh Friedman and Peter Fagan. Not pictured:
Christopher Cerf and Coach Pete Shostchuk.

Local Gymnasts Win at Babcock Invitational
The Surgent’s Level 8 boy’s gymnasts took first place in the team compe-

tition of the Brian Babcock Invitational held at Parkettes National Gymnastics
Training Center in Allentown, Pa. on January 26.

The team members include: Zachary Ghizzone, Christopher Cerf, Josh
Friedman, Peter Fagan, Nathan Rutter and Max Donahue. Ghizzone took first
on vault and second place all-around. Cerf took second on vault. Donahue
placed third on high bar. Friedman placed fourth on pommel horse. Fagan took
sixth on vault and Rutter took 12th on rings.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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Mountainside Grade Level Entry Split

Three minute walk to NYC/Newark busses.  Meticulously maintained
and updated by the original owners.  Eight nice sized rooms, Four
Bedrooms, and 2-1/2 Baths.  Large Family Room leads to the rear patio
and level 1/3-acre flat lot.  Eat-In Kitchen, Recreation Room, hardwood
flooring, front and rear lawn sprinklers, newer gas furnace, newer energy
efficient windows, extra insulation in the attic and an oversized two-car
garage.  Asking $525,000.  Floor plan and virtual photo walk through @
hogaboom.com/2473095.  Call Pete for your appointment to see!

Kenilworth Three Bedroom Cape

With a large Country Kitchen Addition.  Located on a low traffic street
close to town, schools and St. Theresa’s.  The Country Kitchen is large
enough for an Eat-In Kitchen and Family Room or a Formal Dining
Room.  Sliders to the patio overlooking the 50’ x 118’ lot.  New windows
in 2005, new boiler in 2006, upgrades electrical service 2003, wood
floors, newer wide driveway, attached garage and walk-in cedar closet.
Asking $349,500.  Floor plan and virtual photo walkthrough @
hogaboom.com/2482321.  Call Pete for your appointment to see!

Peter Hogaboom
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES
Broker Associate
Selling Distinctive Homes Since 1986

Office: (908) 233-9292 Ext. 5448

E-Mail: hogaboom@eclipse.net

200 North Avenue, East • Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Cellular: (908) 247-7630

OPEN  HOUSE EVENT ~ THIS SUNDAY 1 ~ 4PM

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   
An Equal Opportunity Company.   Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

OPEN  HOUSE EVENT ~ THIS SUNDAY 1 ~ 4PM

310 SCOTCH PLAINS AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Pristine Colonial with new renovation offers ideal living space & quality updates in a 
neighborhood that breeds friendship.  This four bedroom charmer boasts a new 
gourmet eat-in Kitchen w/granite counters & stainless steel appliances, new Baths, 
Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious bathroom, 1st floor Family Room and Living 
Room with fireplaces, Recroom, hardwood floors & central air.    

                          Offered for $799,900 

New stately CHColonial on park like property in Wychwood.  KHov Classics 
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.  
Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings, 
hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk 
out lower level w/Media Room, Office & full bath.    

                     Offered for $1,699,000

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Open House: Sunday 2/17 • 1-4PM
5 Max Place, Westfield

Stately 6 year young Mahoney built brick front Colonial
with fabulous floorplan for entertaining and everyday living!
This wonderful home boasts a gracious Foyer flanked by
formal Living and Dining Rooms; Eat-In Kitchen w/center
island and new stainless steal appliances; large Family
Room w/fireplace; and first floor Bedroom/office and
Laundry Room.  The second floor boasts 4 additional
bedrooms and 2 full baths including a spacious Master
Suite w/sitting area, large full bath and His & Hers walk-in
closets.  All this plus a Recreation Room in the basement
and great storage.  Nestled on a great cul-de-sac with other
new homes convenient to town, Tamaques Park, and
schools.  A great value!  Offered for $1,250,000.

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/17  1-4PM • 719 WESTFIELD AVENUE

Charming Colonial Cottage

Charm abounds inside and out in this pretty Westfield Colonial. Colorful three season perennials, landscaping and a white
picket fence frame the home. The gardens, with their strategic lighting, provide an outdoor oasis. Inside, the artistic eye of
the homeowners has created interest and character – period moldings, hardwood floors, French doors, fireplace, built-in
cabinetry, faux paintings and stenciled details. Relax in the front courtyard or rear deck and patio or in the spa-like bathroom
with its jacuzzi tub, double sinks, skylight and stall shower. Four bedrooms, 1 ½ baths. Close to town, train and all schools.
This is a very special home where wonderful memories can be created and shared. Please call me for a private showing today
or join me on Sunday for an open house.  $629,900.  WSF0093
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a   meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on  Tuesday,
Febryart 12, 2008 the following ordinance
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF
$135,000.00 FROM THE NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS, DEER
PATH (SECTION 2) AND
GLENSIDE AVENUE (SEC-
TION 3).

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
MARCH 6, 2008, at 7:30 pm, in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeals:

Michael Tatsch, for a Use Variance to
utilize the dwelling at 233 Union Avenue,
Block 1903, Lot 22, as a Bed and Break-
fast. Permission, if granted, is pursuant to
Section 23-3.8, whereby a Bed and Break-
fast is prohibited in the R-3A Zone.

The Applicant is also requesting permis-
sion to post a sign in conjunction with the
application which is prohibited.

William Boykin, for a Use Variance to
park commercial vehicles at 2496 Plainfield
Avenue, Block 6503, Lot 5, M-1 Zone and
to continue to use the existing dwelling
pursuant to Section 23-3.14, whereby resi-
dential dwelling units are specifically pro-
hibited in this zone. A waiver of site plan is
also requested.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

2/14/08, The Times Fee: $32.13

Sitting atop a grassy knoll, this sun-drenched Westfield 
Split brims with a graceful flow and marvelous details. A 
bow window adorns the living room while the dining 
room boasts a sliding glass door to the deck & sprawling 
yard. The eat-in kitchen offers a breakfast bar and new 
faux granite countertops. Providing you with ample 
space, the bedrooms have good closet space and are com-
plemented by an updated bath. A heated exercise room, a 
rec room & office splendidly enhance this warm & invit-
ing home.  Presented for $499,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

   

   Mary Ellen O’Boyle 
   BROKER ASSOCIATE

   908-233-5347, Direct Dial 
  GUCAR President 2003—2004 

GOP Campaign Release, Unites States Senate

Morris County Freeholders
Endorse Joe Pennacchio

MORRIS TOWNSHIP – State
Senator Joe Pennacchio (LD-26,
Morris Township), a Republican, has
announced that Morris County Free-
holders John Murphy, Margaret
Nordstrom, William Chegwidden,
Jack Schrier, James Murray, and Gene
Feyl have endorsed his campaign for
U.S. Senate.

“I am honored to have the support
of Morris County’s Freeholders.
These members of the Morris County
freeholder board share my promise
and vision for New Jersey. They be-
lieve in continuing the fight against
higher taxes, supporting an effective
defense against all of our nation’s
enemies, and working to grow and
expand our economy,” Senator

Pennacchio said.
“Senator Pennacchio has the expe-

rience and vision that New Jersey’s
families and taxpayers need in a
United States Senator,” said Mr.
Murphy, a former gubernatorial can-
didate. “Many working families and
small business owners are struggling
to stay above water in New Jersey.
Joe understands the enormous fiscal
burden that has been placed on the
people of this state, and he is the real
Republican with the right vision to
lead the way in solving New Jersey’s
affordability crisis. I know that Joe is
the right leader to stand up for New
Jersey and fight for lower taxes and
smaller government.”

Ms. Nordstrom, Morris County
freeholder director said, “New
Jerseyans can count on Senator
Pennacchio to boldly lead on impor-
tant issues. In the legislature, and
during his own time as a Morris
County freeholder, Joe has fought
against any and all tax increases.”

Mr. Chegwidden, a former mayor
of Wharton, said, “Joe is a highly
accomplished legislator with an im-
pressive record of conservative lead-
ership and the experience that we
need in a U.S. Senator. ‘Jersey Joe’ is
the clear choice to represent New
Jersey in Washington.”

Mr. Murphy added that, “Joe
Pennacchio has the character, integ-
rity, values, and leadership skills es-
sential for this important position. He
has my full support.”

“Senator Pennacchio is the only
Republican who will beat Frank
Lautenberg and finally give New
Jersey’s hardworking families the
representation they deserve in the U.S.
Senate,” Mr. Schrier said. “I served
with Joe on the county budget com-
mittee, and I know that the wellbeing
of New Jersey’s taxpayers is of vital
importance to him.”

Mr. Feyl, a former mayor of
Denville, said, “Joe is the right leader
at the right time. New Jersey needs a
senator who understands what they
are facing, and Joe has stood up and
fought for us before, as a freeholder
and as a legislator.”

Visit www.jerseyjoe08.com for
more information on Joe
Pennacchio’s candidacy for the
United States Senate.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $995,000 WESTFIELD $389,900 WESTFIELD $1,450,000 WESTFIELD $2,195,000

WESTFIELD $2,550,000 WESTFIELD $835,000 WESTFIELD $1,595,000

Office building, 1500+ square foot first floor office
vacant on possession plus 2nd f loor rental office.
Building fully renovated and updated plus 10 off-
street parking spots.

Beautiful half Duplex with 7 rooms includes 3 Bed-
rooms and 2 full baths, chestnut trim, brick fireplace
in Formal Living Room, generous-sized Dining Room,
hardwood floor, new full bath on 1st floor, updated
2nd floor bath.

Fabulous center hall Dutch Colonial offers 11 rooms
and includes 6 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, veranda style
front porch, 15 x 10 foyer, Butler’s Pantry, Mud
Room, lots of built-ins and architectural detail, high
ceilings, updated Kitchen and baths, CAC new 2000,
updated electric.

Designing and building yesteryear today, Simpson’s has
set a new standard of excellence with this classic 1920’s
shingle style house with 3’ eaves and sweeping roof
lines.  Superb craftsmanship, design and architectural
detail, using only the finest materials with attention
to every detail.

Gracious young Colonial with marvelous flow.  Of-
fers 8 rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, granite
accented Kitchen opening to Family Room with fire-
place and box beam ceiling, Living Room, Formal
Dining Room, Master Bedroom with tray ceiling, fire-
place and luxury bath, 2nd floor bath with vaulted ceil-
ing, impressive foyer.

Charming, Wychwood Colonial offering 10 rooms is
the perfect blend of formal and casual.  Also offers 5
Bedrooms, large Family Room off updated Eat-In
Kitchen with granite counters, Master Bedroom with
full bath and good closet space, private guest or au-
pair suite, 2nd floor laundry, Living Room with fire-
place, Dining Room off Kitchen.

WESTFIELD $899,000
This listing sold for 98% of its list price.  Let us
design a personalized marketing plan for your
home.  Contact any of our extraordinary agents.

Wonderful “Indian Forest” center hall brick Colonial
with 11 rooms includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 fire-
places, Living Room, Dining Room, Master Bedroom
and Library, large Family Room addition with vaulted
ceiling and custom cabinets, freshly painted interior
and refinished oak floors.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 1/2
BTH in the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower
level. Noteworthy features: MBR suire w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive
deck & French drs to Sunroom. Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm
w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,395,000 WSF0905

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 17th • 24 Barchester Way

Westfield . . . New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR,
mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm.
All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½  luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil,
whr’pl BTH.  Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop.      $1,395,000.  WSF0091

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 17th • 232 Seneca Place

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, February 25, 2008, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm in Coun-
cil Chambers to hear the preliminary and
final major subdivision application of An-
thony D’Amore for property located at 1240
& 1250 Cooper Road, Block 14701, Lots 2
& 3, Scotch Plains.  The Applicant pro-
poses to subdivide the properties to create
two new buildable lots fronting on a pro-
posed extension of Eton Row. The follow-
ing variances are requested:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 4- Lot
Width; Existing Lots 2 & 3; Required:
160 feet; Existing & Proposed: 156.03 feet
each lot

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has deter-
mined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers to utilize the services of a con-
sulting systems administrator for the pur-
pose of continuity and security of the
Township’s computer systems which in-
clude, but are not limited to, Administra-
tion, Public Works, Police, and Fire; and

WHEREAS, due to the security of the
Township’s integrated computer system,
which includes the Police and other re-
lated higher law enforcement agencies
which include, but are not limited to, State
and Federal agencies, as well as provid-
ing security and service to the Township’s
Financial systems in addition to the sys-
tem associated with tax collection; and

WHEREAS, this system needs to be
maintained and upgraded so as to provide
a state-of-the-art secure environment, as
well as to keep up with innovative and
industry standards for providing the high-
est and best security and maintenance to
the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
a Resolution authorizing the award of con-
tracts for professional services without
competitive bids must be advertised; and

WHEREAS, this Contract is awarded
without competitive bidding as a “profes-
sional service” under the provisions of the
Local Public Contracts Law aforesaid be-
cause said services are of such a qualita-
tive nature as will not permit the receipt of
competitive bids due to the subjective dif-
ference in the work product of such per-
sons, and  the fact that the ethical require-
ments and security of such profession will
not permit such bidding; and

WHEREAS, Orion System Integrators
have proven in the past to be the most
responsible in providing these services for
the Township, and have been highly rec-
ommended by the various Township de-
partments who use Orion for integration
and support.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that Orion Sys-
tem Integrators, One Lincoln Highway,
Suite 16, Edison, New Jersey 08820 be
hired to provide these services to the Town-
ship at a cost as follows:

Department of Inspections/ $10,000
Administration

Department of Public Property 7,500
Fire Department 5,000
Police Department 10,000
Recreation 7,500
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-

ies of this Resolution be forwarded to
Orion System Integrators, Police Chief
Brian Mahoney; David Luce, Police De-
partment; Lori Majeski, Director of Finance;
Jonathan P. Ellis, Fire Chief; Raymond
Poerio, Director of Parks and Recreation;
and Robert LaCosta, Construction Official
& Zoning Officer, and Kevin Ward, Direc-
tor of Public Property.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $60.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OP ADJUSTMENT

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Scotch Plains
will require the services of an Attorney
during the year 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Zoning  Board of Adjust-
ment  of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that VINCENT K. LOUGHLIN,
an attorney of the State of New Jersey with
the law firm of Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin
& Lane, P.C., located at 324 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, be ap-
pointed Attorney to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the period effective from
January 3, 2008 to January 8, 2009.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profes-
sionals will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $32.13

Youngsters to Learn
About Dining Etiquette

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Department
will again sponsor “Dining With
Dazzle” for children in grades 2 to 8
on Saturday, March 15, from noon to
2 p.m.

Etiquette Consultant Kerrin
Malatesta will teach participants
proper  dining behavior  as they have
lunch at Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse
in Union. She will instruct young-
sters on setting the table, cutting and
chewing food, ordering from a menu,
and use of cutlery, among other top-
ics.

The $35 cost includes the etiquette
instruction, lunch from the children’s
menu, beverage, dessert, tax and gra-
tuity. Advance registration is required,
as enrollment is limited. Registration
forms are available in the recreation
department at Mountainside Borough
Hall, 1385 Route 22, East. To down-
load a registration form in advance,
visit mountainside-nj.com/
recreation.htm. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-0015.

Top Producing Agent on LBI
Noreen Callahan
Personally Closed Over

22 Million in Sales in 2007

ncallahan25@hotmail.com

livingonlbi.com

(609) 709-0664

800-633-1140

LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS

‘Learning for Life’ Registration to Begin
AREA – Registration for the 10-

week, 74th spring term of Learn-
ing for Life will be held in the
facilities of the United Presbyte-
rian Church, 525 East Front Street
in Plainfield, on Monday, Febru-
ary 25, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Learning for Life is a non-sec-
tarian, non-profit organization that
offers a choice of eight topics, rang-
ing from Chinese exercises, “Is-

sues and Answers,” “Travel,”
“Spanish Language,” “Art,” “Mu-
sic,” “Gardening” and “Legal Is-
sues” in one-hour classes at 10 and
11 a.m., plus a series of 10, after-
lunch lectures or entertainment
sessions.

The first session of the term will
occur on Monday, March 3. The
registration fee for the complete
program is $15.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

WESTFIELD RENTAL

Spacious 4 Bedroom,
2.5 Bath Colonial.

Located on W. Dudley Ave.
Walk to Franklin &
Roosevelt Schools.

Close to Downtown and Train
COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office
(908) 233-5555

SITTER - PART TIME

2 School age girls in Westfield.
M-F, 25 hrs per week.

Must drive - use own car.
References required, nonsmoker

(908) 410-2909

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Short term or Long Term
Furnished or Unfurnished
Apartments available in Westfield.
All utilities, local phone, cable
included in rent. Location is on
Lamberts Mill Road. Please call
Dana at (973) 812-6200 for details.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Wychwood Gardens.
Beautiful 2 bedroom apartment.
Heat/hot water included. Available
immediately. $1500 per month.

(908) 230-2509

HELP WANTED

Waitstaff and kitchen staff for
local restaurant. Flexible hours,
competitive salary. Experience
required. Ask for Josh

(973) 715-6332

PART TIME KENNEL HELP

Kennel Assistant to assist doctors,
custodial duties, clean cages,
laundry. Eves and Saturdays Will
Train. Fanwood Animal Hospital

(908) 322-7500

HELP WANTED - PART TIME

Accounts Payable Clerk
Looking for reliable, responsible
person with basic computer
knowledge and math aptitude,
for busy office in Union to work
3 hours per day. Hours are flexible.
Our normal office hours are
9am to 5pm. Fax resume to

(908) 349-3055

HELP WANTED

Customer Service - Fine furniture
store in Watchung seeks detail
oriented person to join our team.

Please call (908) 756-7623
ask for owner.

BABYSITTER NEEDED

Energetic, loving sitter needed
20 hours/wk for 3 children (5 1/2,
4 and 2). Hours flexible, between
9am-5pm. (908) 233-4894.

fmgiglio3@yahoo.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience

Serving Westfield
for the Past Five Years.

Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197

WESTFIELD

Northside, Off Lawrence Ave.
Builders Home!

Impressive 4100 Sq ft of living
area! 5 Brs, 5.5 baths, 3 fireplaces,
3 z cac & gas heat, 3 car garage,
heated in-ground pool, cabana
w/sauna, gourmet Cherrywood
kitchen, butlers pantry, finished
basement. Best of quality thru-
out! Master suites w/whirlpools,
visual tour at Realtor.com.
or brochure upon request.

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

DELIVERY PERSON

Delivery person wanted. Must
have valid driver’s license and
own vehicle. Salary $9.00 per hour
plus tips for Cosi Restaurants
located in Cranford & Westfield.

Please apply in person
at either location:

102-108 E. Broad St., Westfield
or 2 South Ave., Cranford

FT EXP NANNY WANTED

FT Exp Nanny needed 7am-
5:30pm, 4 days/wk for Westfield
family, starting March. Must have
exp, ref, and valid drivers license.
(908) 654-4286 if interested

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Childcare needed in my Scotch
Plains home to take care of my
18 month old son. Mon, Tues,
Thurs, and Friday from 8am-
2:30pm. Light house work.

Please call Kim
(732) 580-8495.

Must have ref. and be flexible.

PART TIME SALES

Kids and Women’s gift business
needs a part time sales person
in the months of March, April and
May. If you want to have fun
while you work contact: Robin

(908) 233-0513 or
Robinjk7@aol.com

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Kimberley Haley Grace RappaHye-Young Choi

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416

Call now for a pre-approval decision

Congratulations

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

CAR FOR SALE

2003 BMW M5 - Carbon blk/
caramel. 42K miles, 6 spd manual,
all options. Perfect condition,
new tires, all service records. Call
(908) 403-1112. Leave message.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2006, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Incredible value! This beautifully decorated 4 Bedroom,  2 & 1/2  Bath home is not to be missed!  A welcoming
porch leads to a large Living Room with a wood-burning fireplace, formal Dining Room with bay window,
a sun filled Kitchen with stainless steel appliances and breakfast area that was added in 2001. A spacious
Family Room with a bay window, custom built-ins, as well as a Powder Room complete the first floor. The
upper level offers an exceptional Master Bedroom  featuring a tray ceiling accented by cove lighting , an
elegant Full Bath, along with an office offering custom cherry built-ins, all added in 2005.  Three additional
Bedrooms and a full Bath round out the second floor. The lower level features a Recreation Room and a
Laundry Room . A private, park-like backyard and patio are perfect for entertaining. Close to Washington
School, town and transportation. This house is a must see!  Offered for $815,000.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Open House: Sunday, February 17th 1:00 - 4:00pm
412 Wells Street, Westfield
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ann
Marie Switzer, Assessor of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, has filed
her reports and assessments for special
benefits done under ordinances therein
named. She has ascertained the whole
cost of materials, incidental grading and
expenses incurred in the construction of
the improvements therein named and has
assessed the lands and premises fronting
on the improvements to the amount that
they have been specifically benefited.

The ordinances and improvements are
as follows:

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2025
(2001 Curbing Program)

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2058
(2002 Curbing Program)

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2084
(2003 Curbing Program)

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090
(2004 Curbing Program)

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2106
(2005 Curbing Program)

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

The reports referred to are now on file in
the office of the Town Clerk and open for
examination by all persons interested
therein.

NOTICE is given that the Council will
meet in the Council Chambers Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey on Tuesday, February 26,
2008 at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider
objections to said reports and assess-
ments, which objections must be in writing
and must be filed with the Town Clerk at or
before the time of said meeting.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/14/08 &
2/21/08, The Leader Fee: $117.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-03 HEALTH & TRAINER
SUPPLIES FOR THE 2008-
2009 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 27, 2008 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education. No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-13609-05
FILE NO. 51333-42

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

WACHOVIA BANK, N.A., AS-
SIGNEE FOR PHOENIX
FUNDING, INC., PLAINTIFF(S)
VS. ROBERTA LEWIS,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; LEOLA HERRON,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; FRED
HARRINGTON, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MRS.
FRED HARRINGTON; LEONA
O’NEAL; LEON HERRON;
DENNIS HERRON; DAVID
HERRON; NEW JERSEY
BANK AND TRUST COM-
PANY NOW PNC BANK;
FIRST JERSEY NATIONAL
BANK NOW BANK OF
AMERICA, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; GUSTAVO GIL;
LANCER INVESTMENTS LLC
O/B/O AMERISTAR FI-
NANCE; DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants,
ROBERTA LEWIS, Widow, her heirs, de-
visees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; LEOLA HERRON, Widow,
her heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their suc-
cessors in right, title and interest; FRED
HARRINGTON, his heirs, devisees and
personal representatives and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est; MRS. FRED HARRINGTON; LEONA
O’NEAL; LEON HERRON; DENNIS
HERRON; DAVID HERRON; NEW JER-
SEY BANK AND TRUST COMPANY now
PNC BANK; FIRST JERSEY NATIONAL
BANK now BANK OF AMERICA, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; GUSTAVO GIL; LANCER IN-
VESTMENTS LLC O/B/O AMERISTAR
FINANCE; that plaintiff has produced be-
fore this court tax sale certificate #007524,
certified to be a true copy, which certificate
is dated June 6, 2003, and is of record in
the Union County Clerk’s Office on July
22, 2003, in Book 10212 of Mortgages,
page 583, which covers Block 7, Lot 516 in
the City of Elizabeth. Said certificate has
been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part of the
plaintiff. More than two years have elapsed
since the sale of said lands by the City of
Elizabeth, and the lands have not been

redeemed from the tax sale; that plaintiff
has produced before this court its Certifi-
cation showing that there is due on said
tax sale certificate, together with subse-
quent taxes and interest, the sum of
$47,222.34 as of November 23, 2007; and

IT IS on this 4th day of February, 2008,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $47,222.34 which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of November 23, 2007, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,567.39;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
20th day of March, 2008, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth,
City Hall, 50 Winfield Scott Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey 07201, be and the same
is hereby fixed as the time and place for
the redemption of the said lands as de-
scribed in the complaint and making up
the premises concerning which the com-
plaint is filed, and that thereupon the de-
fendant who redeems shall be entitled to
the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for
cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible inter-
est of inheritance in fee simple, to said
lands and premises. Anything to the con-
trary notwithstanding, redemption shall be
permitted up until the entry of final judg-
ment including the whole of the last date
upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not less than ten days prior
to the date fixed for redemption by this
Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them
such a copy or notice not later than ten
days prior to the date fixed for redemption
of the lands and premises by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth cer-
tify to this Court whether the premises
were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.
FILED: February 4, 2008

NEIL H. SHUSTER, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $133.62

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

INTRODUCTION
The Town of Westfield, Union County

New Jersey is soliciting proposals from
qualified Licensed Photogrammetrists to
provide aerial photography and topo-
graphic mapping services for the creation
of new topographic maps, digital aerial
photos and GIS layers. Detailed informa-
tion regarding the requirements of this
proposal may be found at the office of
the Town Engineer, Public Works Cen-
ter, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey.

The Project Scope for the Topographic
Mapping services will be given as an Alter-
nate to the main Project Scope for new
Aerial Photography.

The Town of Westfield is a small munici-
pality located in the center of Union County.
The Town covers 6.73 square miles (2000
Census) with an elevation difference of
200 feet from the hilly northwest corner to
the lower drainage areas of the Robinson’s
Branch of the Rahway River in the south-
east part of the Town. The Town has
roughly 10,000 parcels of land including
some open spaces that contain the follow-
ing; 4 major parks (Tamaques Park,
Mindowaskin Park, Memorial Park &
Nomahegan Park), 1 golf course (Echo
Lake Country Club), 1 cemetery (Fairview
Cemetery) and 3 pools (Memorial,
Nomahegan & Manor Park) along with 10
schools & grounds. The Town has 105
miles of roads including 2 state highways
(Route 22 & 28) and 389 streets.

PROJECT SCOPE
The consultant will provide aerial flight

services for a proposed “winter-spring”
2008 flight for the purpose of obtaining
new aerial photography of the Town of
Westfield.

The new aerial photography will be inte-
grated into the Town’s GIS system and
replace the currently used “2005 aerials”
that were provide to the Town by the Union
County GIS department. The new digital
ortho-photos will be provided in color for
future use in order to create new topo-
graphic maps.

 All data for this project will be in New
Jersey State Plane Coordinate System
“NAD 1983” for horizontal positioning and
North American Vertical Datum “NAVD
1929” for vertical elevations.

REQUIRED INFORMATION
The response to this request shall in-

clude the following, at a minimum:
1. Firm name, mailing address, e-mail

address, telephone and fax numbers.
2. The type of services for which the firm

is qualified.
3. Name of the principles of the firm.
4. Name of key personnel who will su-

pervise this project, their experience with
comparable work and their length of time

in this specific field.
5. Name of proposed staff who will per-

form this work, their experience with com-
parable work and their length of time in this
specific field.

6. Examples of similar work in this field
on which the firm was principle and/or
consultant and the name and current phone
number of a reference familiar with the
work of the consultant.

7. Current projects underway, estimated
costs of each and the name and current
phone number of a reference familiar with
the work of the consultant.

8. The above information should be fur-
nished for each of the consultants or spe-
cialists that you intend to use.

9. Additional information you feel should
be considered on our selection process
and which also shows your firm’s ability to
perform the work.

10. Anticipated range of fees for the
project.

11. Six (6) copies of the proposal (no
faxes).

12. Projected project schedule.

Proposals shall be submitted by Feb-
ruary 29, 2008 to the following address:

Town of Westfield
Town Engineer

959 North Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 789-4100

SELECTION CRITERIA
The selection criteria to be used shall

include:
a. Qualification of the individuals who

will perform the tasks and the estimated
amounts of their respective participation.

b. Experience and references.
c. Ability to perform the task in a timely

fashion, including staffing and familiarity
with subject matter.

d. Past performance with the Town, if
applicable.

e. Cost competitiveness.
f. Any other items that the municipality

deems necessary for evaluation of pro-
posals and the award of a contract.

The Town’s selection of a proposer shall
not result in a proposal-based contract,
but would enable the negotiation of a con-
tract between the Town and proposer.

Issuance of this RFP does not commit
the Town of Westfield to award a contract,
to pay any costs incurred in preparation of
a response to this request, or to procure or
contract any services or supplies.  The
Town reserves the right to reject any and
all proposals, and to resolicit.

As an equal opportunity/affirmative ac-
tion employer, the Town prohibits discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, creed, color,
sex, age, religion, sexual orientation, mari-
tal status, disability or national origin. Mi-
nority and women’s business enterprises
will be afforded full consideration and are
encouraged to respond.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $113.73

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
550 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2008

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2008 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting
dates being the following Thursdays, un-
less otherwise noted.

January 31, 2008 Thursday
February 27, 2008 Wednesday
April 3, 2008 Thursday
May 1, 2008 Thursday
May 29, 2008 Thursday
June 26, 2008 Thursday
September 25, 2008 Thursday
October 23, 2008 Thursday
November 20, 2008 Thursday
December 18, 2008 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.

___________________________________________________________

Mission  Statement: Founded in 1879,
the Westfield Memorial Library strives to
provide the Westfield Community an envi-
ronment that promotes a love of reading
and ensures free access to ideas and
information.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $69.49

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Notice is hereby given that Board of
Health Ordinance 08-01-01

“AN ORDINANCE TO PRE-
VENT THE SPREAD OF IN-
FECTIOUS AGENTS, ELIMI-
NATE INFESTATION BY
ARTHROPODS AND RE-
MOVE CONTAMINANTS IN
PLACES FREQUENTED BY
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN
THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY”

Was passed and adopted on second
and final reading at the Regular meeting of
the Board of Health, Borough of Fanwood
held on February 7, 2008.

Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary

Board of Health
1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Be advised that the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission of the Town of Westfield
will meet in the Council Chambers of the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. on the following Mondays in the
year 2008 for the purpose of acting on
items before the commission:

February 25, 2008
March 24, 2008
April 28, 2008
May 19, 2008
June 23, 2008
July 28, 2008

August 25, 2008
September 22, 2008

October 27, 2008
November 24, 2008
December 15, 2008
January 26, 2009

Robert Newell, Chair
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, February 12,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE STORMWATER CON-
TROL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose: As above.
A public hearing for same will be held on

Tuesday, February 26, 2008 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Notice is hereby given that the Board of
Health Ordinance 08-01-02

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 300-6 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOARD OF
HEALTH OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD RELATING TO
CAT LICENSE FEES”

Was passed and adopted on second
and final reading at the Regular meeting of
the Board of Health, Borough of Fanwood
held on February 7, 2008.

Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary

Board of Health
1 T - 2/14/08, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an
Ordinance, entitled an ordinance to “Pre-
vent the Spread of Infectious Agents, Elimi-
nate Infestation by Arthropods, and Re-
move Contaminants in Places frequented
by the General Public” in the Town of
Westfield, County of Union, New Jersey,
was introduced, read and passed on First
Reading by the Westfield Board of Health
at a regular meeting held on February 4,
2008. A copy of said Ordinance is avail-
able for public review at the office of the
Westfield Health Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Board of Health will further consider the
same for final passage on March 3, 2008
at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the
Council Conference Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building located at 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
which time and place members of the
public will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said Ordinance.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE
#BOH-01-2008

AN ORDINANCE BY THE
BOARD OF HEALTH TO
“PREVENT THE SPREAD OF
INFECTIOUS AGENTS, ELIMI-
NATE INFESTATION BY
ARTHROPODS, AND RE-
MOVE CONTAMINANTS IN
PLACES FREQUENTED BY
THE GENERAL PUBLIC” IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
according to law.
1 T - 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $39.27

Kean to Present Gilbert
And Sullivan’s Pirates

UNION – On the rocky shores of
Cornwall, England, the Pirates of
Penzance arrive to celebrate the 21st
birthday of their apprentice, Frederic.
From that moment on, nothing goes
according to plan.

The public can join the Kean Uni-
versity Department of Theatre for a
fresh take on one of Gilbert and
Sullivan’s most popular comic operas.
This updated version of The Pirates of
Penzance took New York by storm
when it premiered in Central Park in
1980, leading to a subsequent hit
Broadway run.

The Pirates of Penzance spins a
farce of sentimental pirates, bumbling

policemen, dim-witted young lovers,
dewy-eyed daughters and an eccentric
Major-General, all morally bound to
the often-ridiculous dictates of honor
and duty.

The Wednesday, February 27, 5 p.m.
performance is followed by a question-
and-answer session with the cast, crew
and Kean Theatre alumni. This repre-
sents an opportunity for high school
students considering college theatre
programs to talk to those who have
followed that path.

Directed by Department of Theatre
Chair man Holly Logue, choreographed
by Kean alumnus Michele Mossay-
Cuevas and musically directed by War-
ren Helms, Pirates opens Friday, Feb-
ruary 22, at 8 p.m. and plays through
March 2, in Kean University’s Wilkins
Theatre, which is scheduled to close for
an extensive renovation this spring.

For information, call (908) 737-
SHOW (4369). Tickets cost $15 for
the public, $12 for alumni, faculty,
staff and seniors, and $10 for children.

Kean Univ. Appoints First
Composer-in-Residence

UNION – Anthony Scelba, direc-
tor of the Concert Artist Program in
the department of music at Kean Uni-
versity, announced the appointment
of the program’s first Composer-in-
Residence.

Frank Ezra Levy will serve in this
capacity during the 2008-2009 con-
cert season. He will compose at least
two new works for Concert Artist
chamber ensembles, which will de-
but in Kean’s new chamber music
recital hall on the East Campus. The
hall is currently under construction.

Born in Paris, France, the son of the
Swiss composer-pianist Ernst Levy,
Frank Levy came to the United States

with his mother and brother just be-
fore the outbreak of World War II in
the summer of 1939.

Mr. Levy has already established a
connection with Kean, as an honored
guest of Mathew Halper on his Ars
Vitalis: The New Jersey New Music
Forum. Mr. Levy has composed works
for a number of Kean’s concert art-
ists, including violist Brett Deubner,
guitarist Christopher Kenniff and so-
prano Katherine Harris.

“When the idea of creating the po-
sition of Concert Artist Composer-
in-Residence first surfaced, Frank
Levy was the obvious choice,” Mr.
Scelba said.

Hawaiian Dance
Returns to the NJWA

WESTFIELD – This spring, the
sounds of Hawaii will again fill the
main studio of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) as instruc-
tor Ofelia Shore returns to run hula-
dance lessons for students ages 7 to
adult.

This low-impact form of dance pro-
motes the release of stress and ten-
sion. It is a pleasant way to relax the
shoulders and hips, and strengthen
the knees. Hula also encourages a
connecting bond between parent and
child when they dance together. Also,
children can learn to integrate into a

group through participation in the
class.

The 30-minute classes begin on
Wednesday, February 27, Friday, Feb-
ruary 29, and Saturday, March 8.
Wednesday and Friday sessions run
for 12 weeks, while Saturday classes
have 10 sessions.

Ms. Shore was trained in Polynesian
dancing with the Cora Doloroso Mod-
eling School in the Philippines. She
has performed Hula, Tahitian and
Maori dances on television.

For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

HATS ON FOR A CAUSE…Students and faculty/staff members of the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School community in Edison donned colorful, quirky and traditional
hats on Friday, January 25, for a special fundraiser sponsored by the Middle School
students. For a donation of $5, students and staff had the privilege of wearing hats
to school, and the proceeds of $1,000 went directly to the Foundation for Children
with Cancer. Pictured above are Middle School students: Sharon Afflu and Ade
Osinubi (seated); Sierra Gray, Stephanie Smyczek, Hayley Needle of Scotch Plains,
Katie Buchbinder of Scotch Plains, Milika Griffiths, Catherine Badalamenti of
Scotch Plains, Abigail Rogers (center row); and Sumeet Prasad, Billy Buchbinder
of Scotch Plains, David Monte of Scotch Plains, and Ernest Afflu (back row).

Runnells Volunteer Guild
Announces Handbag Sale

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Vol-
unteer Guild of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County will fea-
ture a sale by Glens Bags on Thurs-
day, February 28.

The selection of handbags and ac-
cessories will be on sale in the
facility’s multi-purpose room at 40
Watchung Way in Berkeley Heights
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Credit cards and
cash are accepted.

“There is never a fee for the public
to attend our sales,” said Union County
Freeholder Chester Holmes, liaison
to Runnells Specialized Hospital. “A
percentage of each purchase made at
these sales is credited to the Volun-
teer Guild. They use all funds raised

to enrich the lives of residents and
patients by obtaining items that may
include televisions, DVD players,
VCRs and prizes for their bingo
games, as well as paying for a variety
of entertainment throughout the year.”

“The efforts of the guild, which
make vendor sales possible, also spon-
sor a holiday party/gift distribution
and a summer ice cream social in
cooperation with the Berkeley
Heights Lions Club,” he added.

The Volunteer Guild and the Office
of Volunteer Services of Runnells
Specialized Hospital are always seek-
ing additional volunteers. Flexible
hours and a variety of opportunities
exist with resident contact, as well as,
performing other tasks. For more in-
formation, call the Office of Volun-
teer Services at (908) 771-5847.

New Brunswick Children’s
Hospital Seeks Volunteers

Fresh Air Fund Seeks County Volunteers

NEW BRUNSWICK — PSE&G
Children’s Specialized Hospital is cur-
rently seeking transport volunteers to
staff the new PSE&G Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, now open in New
Brunswick.

Each transport volunteer pushes
children in wheelchairs and escorts
them as they walk with walkers to their
assigned therapies every half hour.

Requirements of volunteers are:
availability Monday through Friday
from 8:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. or 12:15
p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; at least 16 years of
age; have physical stamina/ability to
bend, push wheelchairs and briskly
walk distances.

Volunteers must be able to commit
to the full three-and-a-half-hour shift,
be dependable and reliable with atten-
dance and have good customer service

and interaction skills. Volunteers must
complete an application and orienta-
tion process. Each volunteer is also
required to go through a screening,
application process and attend a vol-
unteer orientation.

Volunteers must make an annual
commitment of a minimum of an hour
of volunteer assistance once a week.

For more information, contact Janet
Weston at (732) 258-7119 or Vieno
Wurret at (732) 797-3825.

“We utilize our volunteers to trans-
port patients to therapy sessions dur-
ing the day. Ideally, we’d like to find
local retirees and college students
with night classes who would like to
volunteer during working hours,” said
Janet Weston, director of volunteer
services.

PINE WOOD DERBY WINNERS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School of Westfield,
Cub Scout Pack 73, recently held its annual Pine Wood Derby competition. Pictured
are the winners in the fastest-car category, left to right: James Sweeney, third place;
Brendan McCabe, first place; and Russell Weber, second place.

COUNTY — The Fresh Air Fund’s
Union County area committee is look-
ing for new volunteers. Each sum-
mer, close to 5,000 children in low-
income families, ages 6 to 18, enjoy
two-week vacations with volunteer

host families.
Local Fresh Air Fund committee

members recruit host families, reach
out to the community and coordinate
activities for families and children.

Union County area volunteers help
to create fun-filled summers for chil-
dren from New York City’s low-in-
come communities.

For more information, call Patricia
Titone at (973) 292-1091, or The Fresh
Air Fund at (800) 367-0003. To learn
more about the host family program
visit freshair.org.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A BALL...Ball in the House, a street-corner soul, funk and hip-hop
vocal group, performed at Chatham High School last week, along with members
of the Columbia Middle School (CMS) Boys’ Chorus. For the chorus, the event
culminated a four-month vocal-training program with Ball in the House. The five-
man a capella band from Boston creates a sound from vocal drums/beatbox and
vocal bass under their pop harmonies, providing entertainment for the whole
family. James Musacchio, choral director at CMS, of Berkeley Heights, applied
for a grant from the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation to bring Ball in the
House to the school in order to promote more male involvement in choral music.

County Awards Grant
To Local Arts Groups

UNION COUNTY – Fifty-four
Union County organizations present-
ing arts programs will receive a total of
$110,685, from the fiscal year 2008
Union County Arts Grant Program.

“That sum represents the major por-
tion of the Local Arts Program grant of
$185,268, awarded to the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
by the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts (NJSCA),” Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.

Clara Fernandez, chair of the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board, explained the Union
County Arts Grant Program process.

She noted that applications from lo-
cal organizations wishing to present
arts activities are initially evaluated by
professional panels and then are re-
viewed by an arts grant committee be-
fore being acted upon by the entire
advisory board.

“We are very excited by the quality
and variety of programs available to
county residents through these pro-
grams,” Ms. Fernandez said.

To inquire about the Union County
Arts Grant Program, or to learn about
other programs, services and volunteer
opportunities through the office, please
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550 or email
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. N.J. Relay us-
ers dial 711.

Locally, the recipients include, but
are not limited to:

FY 2008 RECIPIENTS
CRANFORD

Dennis Jenkins
Celebration Singers

P.O. Box 14
Cranford, N.J. 07016

(973) 446-2282
Popular music programs performed by adult

and children’s choruses, $2,200

Karen Chamis
CDC Community Theatre

P. O. Box 511
Cranford, N.J. 07016

(908) 276-7611
General operating support for three theatrical

productions, $2,600

FANWOOD
Holly Pedicone

Children’s Specialized Hospital
330 South Avenue

Fanwood, N.J. 07023
(908) 301-2522

Multi-discipline enrichment program for
children with disabilities, $2,150

MOUNTAINSIDE
Martin Sklar

August Symphony Orchestra
1001 Charles Street

Mountainside, N.J. 07092
(973) 743-5425

Classical-music concert presented in August

for all audiences, $1,500

SCOTCH PLAINS
Nan Statton

Jewish Community Center of Central N.J.
1391 Martine Avenue

Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 889-8800

Support a full-day jazz festival designed for
all ages open to the public, $1,250

Suba Parmar
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts\

7 Jenna Court
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

(908) 490-0732
Production of “Roopa Viroopa,” featuring

dancers and musicians, $2,000

WESTFIELD
Ann Hoener

Choral Art Society
P.O. Box 2036

Westfield, N.J. 07090
(732) 381-0441

A series of choral music concerts, $2,150

Donald Mokrauer
Community Players of Westfield

1000 North Avenue West
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-9135
Annual series of theatrical productions,

$3,100

Barbara Thomson
First Congregational Church of Westfield

125 Elmer Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-2494
Mid-Day Musicales series of half-hour

concerts, $1,700

Trent Johnson
First United Methodist Church

One East Broad Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 233-4211
Support Oratorio Singers annual choral

concert, $1,650

Valerie Pineda
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

150-152 East Broad Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 789-9696
The Little Opera Company family opera

series, $3,100

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1and 1/2 popcorns

Hardly original, the idea is good.
That lists Over Her Dead Body’s posi-
tive attributes. Otherwise, you can
see right through director Jeff
Lowell’s ghost story/screwball com-
edy about a suddenly deceased al-
most-bride (Eva Longoria Parker)
who returns to stifle a romance be-
tween her intended (Paul Rudd) and
the psychic he’s dating (Lake Bell).

Also penned by Mr. Lowell, only
the very youngest filmgoers won’t be
able to guess the mundane order of
things. Y’know how you say, “I could
have written that?” Well, in this case
it’d be better not to brag about it.

Yet, because it’s neither preten-
tious, ill willed nor insulting, it’s not
much fun putting it down either.
That’d amount to piling on, when it’s
evident the mass of ineptitude begs
for understanding.

Curiously, it’s not readily evident
just why this film suffers a death
wish, which may be its sole cachet.
Many films have survived a tele-
graphed script. And the acting isn’t
terrible, just unanimated. Both Miss
Parker, as Kate the specter scorned,
and Lake Bell, as her mortal compe-
tition, mouth their lines okay.

Fact is, the thespic bone to pick
isn’t with those beginners, but with
Paul Rudd and Jason Biggs. They
know the score and what it takes to
engage a movie audience. Yet, like
the ballplayer who can’t seem to rise
above the mediocrity of the lousy
team to which he’s been traded, nei-
ther seems willing to save the day.

The lack of inspiration is fatal. Fan-
tasy, more than any other genre, must
at least give the impression that its
actors believe in the flights of fancy
perpetrated. In One Touch of Venus
(1948), Ava Gardner doesn’t doubt
she’s the goddess of love. She sure
convinces Robert Walker’s window
dresser. He in turn assures us he is
completely crazy for her.

Here, one wonders if anyone con-
nected with Over Her Dead Body
even cares whether or not we buy into
the purported chimera. For a para-
noid moment, you fear the cavalier
and clueless service – lately preva-
lent at the supermarket, the car
mechanic’s and the department store
– has infected this film.

Nevertheless, after about 15 min-
utes, whether it’s because you plunked
down $9.50 or have succumbed to the
movie’s underdog status, you want to
know how things will turn out for the
unconventional love triangle. You root
for some sort of redemptive surprise.
It never happens.

But then, since you wrote the script

(or could have), you knew that. How-
ever, for the benefit of those who
haven’t read your screenplay, good
form dictates a brief synopsis, begin-
ning with Kate meeting her ironic
demise under the weight of a fallen
angel ice sculpture. A brief period of
hardly credible mourning follows.

Maybe it’s been a few weeks now,
and Chloe (Lindsay Sloane) fears that
brother Henry isn’t moving on quick
enough. Hey, it’s California. So, she
suggests what any of us in the same
predicament might try: consult a psy-
chic and get permission from the
dearly departed to proceed with your
life. Naturally, it doesn’t hurt if the
medium is pretty.

Wearing the same dazed and con-
fused look throughout the film, Paul
Rudd’s Henry has misgivings. Clair-
voyant and caterer (one has to make
ends meet) Ashley says it’s only nor-
mal. After all, he’s a veterinarian, a
man of science. They spar. And while
the crystal ball doesn’t immediately
broadcast it, the two are falling in
love.

Problem is, concerned Chloe hasn’t
been playing according to Hoyle. To
convince bro of Ashley’s powers, she
slipped her the dead gal’s diary. The
deception soon leads to the prover-
bial tangled web. To further compli-
cate matters, it turns out Ashley really
has paranormal talents. And guess
who she can see?

Yep, Kate is back, so to speak.
Personifying an incantation many a
spouse has issued to his or her be-
loved whilst in life (“I’ll haunt you
if…”), she’s here to make sure Henry
takes no lover after her. Except that in
a slight twist on the curse, because
the new romantic interest is wired for
such things, it’s much easier to vex
Henry through her.

Since only Ashley can see the re-
sentful apparition, a la Marion and
George Kerby in Topper (1937), ex-
pect the usual ‘heh, heh, heh’s’ that
perfunctorily accompany this sort of
forced confusion: i.e., “Who are you
calling a jealous idiot?”

“I wasn’t speaking to you.”
“Huh?”
Miss Parker appears more bored

than perturbed in her heavenly mis-
sion. Whether it’s because her char-
acter is wasting an afterlife or she
regrets the bad career move is uncer-
tain. Regardless, it doesn’t take a
mystic to know that a quick burial in
the box-office ratings awaits Over
Her Dead Body.

Over Her Dead Body, rated PG-13,
is a New Line Cinema release di-
rected by Jeff Lowell and stars Eva
Longoria Parker, Paul Rudd and Lake
Bell. Running time: 95 minutes.

up encampments in Cranford “in pref-
erence to Westfield” because he con-
sidered Cranford a “better neighbor-
hood,” in terms of having a river
between the American troops and the
British, and one that was “more con-
venient to both Elizabethtown (Eliza-
beth) and Rahway.”

According to an oral-history ac-
count made by Mrs. Crump in 1968,
Mr. Crump worked on the design of
the Cranford Township seal during
the summer of 1962 and presented it
to the township committee in the fall,
on October 3, 1962.

Five days later, Mr. Crump died of
a massive heart attack.

Determined to see her husband’s
idea come to fruition, Mrs. Crump
assisted with both the design of the
seal and its creation. Local sculptor
Elwood Post did the actual plaster-
work.

The original plaster casts used to
make the township seal are on display
at Hanson House.

The 40-pound seal hung in the
common council chambers until the
early 1990s. A building renovation
project accidentally damaged the
original creation. Mr. Curtis esti-
mated that during the painting of
the chambers, the seal was taken
down and put on its edges, thereby
damaging the piece and causing let-
tering to be knocked off.

“Then the original seal was stored
in the basement of town hall, and
replaced with a reproduction,” said
Mr. Curtis, who restored the seal in
2005. It now hangs in the Cranford
Municipal Building’s public meeting
room.

Mrs. Crump maintained the studio
on Alden Street until 1981. In 1987,
she moved to Warwick, R.I., to be
near her daughter, Joan. Mrs. Crump
died in 1987, at the age of 93.

Though both are long gone, the
legacy left by Alice and Leslie Crump
remains an integral part of Cranford
history.
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SPFHS Jazz Festival Will
Extend to Two Nights

SCOTCH PLAINS –The public is
invited to attend the 11th annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Jazz Festival, which, for the
first time ever, will be held on two
nights – Tuesday, February 19, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. and Friday, Febru-
ary 29, beginning at 5 p.m. at the
Manya Ungar Auditorium at SPFHS.

The SPFHS Jazz Festival, in con-
junction with the International Asso-
ciation of Jazz Educators (IAJE), has,
in recent years, become one of the
premier high-school jazz events held
in the state of New Jersey.

On Tuesday, February 19, the jazz
bands from Bridgewater, Randolph,
J.P. Stevens and Belleville high
schools will join SP-F Jazz (“Spiffy
Jazz”) and the SP-F Jazz Lab bands
beginning at 6 p.m.

On Friday, February 29, beginning
at 5 p.m., Spiffy Jazz and the SPF Jazz
Lab band will perform along with the
2007 Division II N.J. State Champion
Moonglowers Jazz Band from SPFHS.

Joining them on February 29 are the
premier jazz bands from nine New
Jersey high schools – Westfield, South
Plainfield, Carteret, Willingboro, Sen-
eca, Northern Burlington, Jackson,
Bridgewater and J.P. Stevens.

On both nights, each band will per-
form three numbers, ranging from

the traditional, Latin, jazz-rock and
big band genres.

The festival is presented as a com-
petition, with awards given for “Best
Overall Band,” “Best Section,” and
“Best Soloist,” adjudicated by the
IAJE. Admission on each night is $5
for adults and $3 for students and
senior citizens. Food and beverages
are available both evenings.

This Boys’ Chorus is Not
Your Typical ‘House Band’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – How do you motivate
middle-school boys to join an a cappella
chorus?

That’s the secret choral director Jim
Musacchio of Columbia Middle School
in Berkeley Heights shared with an
audience at the Ball in the House con-
cert presented at nearby Chatham High
School’s auditorium.

Mr. Musacchio brought in a five-
man a cappella “mouth band” that per-
formed and conducted workshops with
the boys over a four-month period.
Then, he watched his vocal program,
which started with only six boys, swell
to almost 40 in size.

Director Musacchio called the turn-
around in the boys’ vocal-music pro-
gram “an amazing transformation.”

Decked out in their jet-black, silk-
screened T-shirts that boasted the Ball
in the House logo, the boys sat in the
first two rows of the auditorium while
their professional role models enter-
tained last Friday night.

The middle-school boys didn’t sing
until the last two numbers of the two-
hour show, so they had plenty of time to
see the professional singers do their
thing.

Teenage girls in the audience did
what they do best; they screamed,
swooned and swayed to favorite songs
or lifted their cell phones high overhead
in tribute.

The young boys in the front rows
kept turning around trying to glimpse
the adoring high-school girls. What a

way to get young boys involved with
music – just show them its effect on
girls, and you’ve got them hooked.

Some of those same girls and their
male classmates, comprising the Gov-
ernor Livingston chorus, were the ones
who opened the show with a rousing a
cappella medley of doo-wop tunes un-
der the direction of Mr. Musacchio.

The Ball in the House band is an
example of ingenuity and talent that
merges to produce a sound unlike any
other. Close your eyes, and you think
there’s a full set of drums on stage; yet,
it’s a single person, a percussionist,
making the sound of a snare drum, the
high-hat cymbals and a thumping bass
drum by doing something called “beat
boxing.”

The rest of the five-man group con-
sists of a bass, baritone, tenor and a high
tenor. Numbers from their repertoire
included, “Ain’t No Sunshine When
She’s Gone,” “Let’s Stay Together”
and, a Motown favorite, “You are My
Shining Star.”

At last, when the middle-school boys
were introduced, they enthusiastically
bounded on stage to take their places on
the risers, ready for their much-awaited
debut. They joined the professional band
in singing the famous Stevie Wonder
hit “Superstition,” followed by “My
Girl.”

At the end of their energetic perfor-
mance, the preteens got a standing ova-
tion plus a little taste of the adulation
“American Idol” stars must feel.

And that is how you get boys in
middle school to sing.

Area Singers to Perform
At Choral Conference

AREA – Ten members of the Cel-
ebration Singers Children’s Choir were
chosen for the All-Eastern American
Choral Directors Association (ACDA)
Conference Honor Choirs. They are
performing at the biennial Eastern Di-
vision ACDA conference, held in
Harford, Conn., from now until Satur-
day.

The honor choirs will perform for
choral directors from around the east-
ern United States during the closing
concert of the conference.

The students were chosen from
among thousands of submitted audi-
tion tapes from the top choral students
in the northeastern United States.

Tom Pedas directs the Celebration
Singers Children’s Choir and spon-
sored some of the children. The other
members were sponsored by their re-
spective choral directors from Terrill

Middle School in Scotch Plains,
Wardlaw Hartridge School in Edison,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and Cranford High School.

Taylor Diken from Fanwood and
Madhumita Parmar from Scotch Plains
were chosen for the All Eastern Junior
High Honor Choir. Vangelis
Dimopoulos from Scotch Plains was
chosen for the All Eastern High School
Honor Choir.

In Hartford, they will rehearse, along
with students from other states, under
the direction of nationally known cho-
ral directors and will then perform in
the closing concert for more than 2,000
choral directors and parents.

During the conference, the choral
directors will have the opportunity to
attend workshops, lectures and con-
certs. Next year’s national ACDA con-
ference will be held in Oklahoma City.

Canada’s Eve Goldberg Sings
In ‘Powerful’ Concert Series
AREA – The Watchung Arts Center

continues the second season of its brand-
new concert series, “Powerful Women
of Song,” by presenting Toronto-based
singer/songwriter Eve Goldberg on
Saturday, March 1, at the Watchung
Arts Center, located at 18 Sterling Road.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16.00. Purchase concert tickets online
by going to watchungarts.org, clicking
on Eve Goldberg and finding the link to
the tickets.

Ms. Goldberg has performed her

trademark mixture of folk, blues, coun-
try, bluegrass, old-time and jazz in ven-
ues ranging from small house concerts
to the Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C.

For more information, visit
evegoldberg.com. Ahrre Maros, owner
of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in Westfield
and host of the award-winning Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield, presents the series.

For more information on the series,
call (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com.

SWISS MISS AND MISTERS…Above,
from left to right, are Ted Schlosberg;
Ambassador Christoph Bubb, Consul
General of Switzerland in New York;
and members of the International
Alphorn Ensemble Martina Struck,
Walter Metzger, Bill Carter and Dana
Sylvander. They performed on Febru-
ary 2 in the Grand Ballroom of the Pierre
Hotel in New York at the 2008 Swiss Ball.
They played the American national an-
them and various Swiss pieces.

Choral Art Society Offers
‘Rousing’ Rendition of Orff

By SAM JULIANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Mr. Juliano, a critic,
attended the Choral Art Society’s
January concert and wrote the fol-
lowing review.

The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, entering its 46th year, appeared
at the Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit on January 19 in front of a
packed audience.

Carl Orff ’s eternally popular
Carmina Burana and a less-familiar
piece by opera composer Benjamin
Britten, titled Rejoice in the Lamb,
were performed without an orches-
tra; yet, the compelling vocals and
perfectly modulated percussionists
gave these great compositions im-
pressive readings.

Orff’s Carmina Burana works quite
well without an orchestra, as the
haunting progression of the famed
“O Fortuna” introduction and closing
worked particularly well with this
well-prepared choral ensemble.

The Choral Art Society, under the
direction of James Little and joined
by the New Jersey Youth Chorus,
aptly presented this established Ba-
varian favorite, so well employed in
films, theatre and in the pantheon of
popular culture.

Britten, the famed British opera
composer of Peter Grimes, Billy Budd,
Death in Venice and a host of others,
made his mark with numerous non-
operatic compositions, including his
shattering War Requiem and this gor-
geous short choral work, which pre-
ceded the intermission leading up to
the Orff.

At the January performance, Mary
Beth McFall on piano, Kathleen
Healy-Wedsworth on piano and or-
gan, John Leister on Timpani, and
percussionist Judy Hirschmann ex-
celled.

CAS soloists Howard Thompson,
baritone; Matthew Hughes, tenor;
Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano; and
Sharon Lynn Byrne, alto, delivered
beautifully rousing turns in the up-
lifting performance.

Mr. Thompson in particular had
the audience enraptured with his deep
voice and stylish cadences, but the
entire group was exemplary, and the
CAS received very able support from
the talented New Jersey Youth Cho-
rus.

All but a few of the 67 singers in the
choral society participated in the rous-
ing Saturday night recital, with 23
sopranos and 21 altos dominating the
membership, but the CAS bass and
tenor sections purported themselves
well with vigorous tempos and clear
diction.

It is a testament to the dedication
and artistry of the Choral Art Society
of New Jersey that its rendition of
Orff’s classic was within hailing dis-
tance of recent presentations at Avery
Fisher Hall and other famed Manhat-
tan venues, all with orchestral ac-
companiment.

The Choral Art Society, under the
leadership of President Suzanne Beeny-
Jones, on May 17, will present Porgy
and Bess Concert Suite by George
Gershwin and Frostiana by Randall
Thompson at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway.

REGION CHORUS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) students
performed recently at the Central Jersey Music Educators Association’s 2008
Region II High School Women’s and Mixed Chorus Concert. Pictured, from left
to right and front to back, are Allison Killeen, Shannon McGovern, Victoria
McNally, Kathryn Cockrell, Kate Barker, Samantha Mannino, Gabriella Napoli,
Thomas Cristiani, Charles Centinaro, Matthew Kersey, SPFHS Choral Director
John Brzozowski, Andrea Redmount, Lauren Cutrone, Michelle DeSantis, Sruthi
Narayanan, Timothy Carroll, Roger Liu, Vangelis Dimopoulous, Mangesh
Tamhankar and Lindsay Traiman. Julia Babis is not pictured.

Monday Feb. 25, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday Feb. 28, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday Mar. 1, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Monday Mar. 3 from 3 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  MARCH 3

Wed., Feb. 27 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Mar. 1 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Mar. 1 @ 2:00 pm for experienced
or by appointment.
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SP-F Students Perform
At Region II Chorus

SCOTCH PLAINS –Twenty Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
students performed in the Central Jer-
sey Music Educators Association’s 2008
Region II High School Women’s and
Mixed Chorus Concert held on Sun-
day, January 27, at Hopewell Valley
Central Regional High School.

These students were selected out of
hundreds of New Jersey high school
students who auditioned for the two
ensembles.

Donald Dumpson of Westminster
Choir College conducted the Mixed
Chorus, and Lourin Plant of Rowan
University conducted the Women’s
Chorus.

In addition, SPFHS student Laura
Reusch was selected to perform in the
Region II Band.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Over Her Dead Body:
Ghost Tale Lacks Spirit
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FAMILY TIME...The Sklar family gathers together during NJPAC’s Theater
Square Grill “Meet and Greet.” Matthew, wearing baseball cap in the center, is
surrounded by, left to right, parents Dr. Talbot Sklar and Susan Sklar, sister
Lauren Sklar, grandmother Eleanor Bouer, sister Amy Doll and her husband
William Doll.

Chansonettes Celebrate
60th Anniversary in Song

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield have recently started re-
hearsal for their spring concert tour
“Sixty and Sensational.”

In May, the group will perform its

60th-anniversary concert before au-
diences at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Hous-
ing on May 8 and 14, respectively.

In addition, the concert will take
place at The Chelsea at Fanwood on
May 13, Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital on May 20, and Oak Ridge in
Basking Ridge on May 21. The pro-
gram will feature songs celebrating
the Chansonettes’ 60 years of perfor-
mances and will include “The Anni-
versary Waltz,” “Anything Goes” and
“Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend.”

The Chansonettes is an all-women’s
choral group, which began 60 years
ago, meeting and singing in various
group members’ homes.

Currently, the group rehearses once
a week at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, under
the direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information, interested in
joining the group, or booking a future
concert may call vice presidents
Nancy Vickers or Claudia Osborne at
(908) 654-8675 or (908) 232-0477,
respectively.

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

221 North Ave East, Westfield       908-654-0444

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal    Glass    Textiles    Wood    Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Photos by Christie Storms
For The Westfield Leader/ Times

Lyricist and book writer Chad
Beguelin (left) with Matthew Sklar.

The Wedding Singer Brings
Love and Laughs to NJPAC

Score Composed by Former WF Resident
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Anyone who has
attended a wedding probably knows
what a critical part music plays in the
overall enjoyment of the affair. Simi-
larly, anyone who attended
Broadway’s The Wedding Singer at
The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in Newark last week
got to see why the energetic musical
score, composed by former Westfield
resident Matthew Sklar, was nomi-
nated for a Tony Award.

The marriage of romance and Broad-
way has thrived from its earliest days,
as heroes and heroines frequently use
music to express their feelings. And
the songs performed by The Wedding
Singer characters, Robbie Hart and
Julia Sullivan, are no different.

Well, maybe they are a little bit
different, thanks to Mr. Sklar and
lyricist Chad Beguelin’s ability to
infuse a great deal of humor.

On stage, the year is 1985, and the
shoulder pads are as square as the hair
is big. Mr. Sklar employs keyboard,
drum beats and guitar hooks to evoke
the unique sounds of the decade in
such a way that the audience is even
reminded of specific artists and songs
from that time period.

Only here can Julia earnestly croon
to Robbie to please “Come Out of the
Dumpster” (and the creamed corn
he’s laying in) and have the crowd
chuckling aloud at the absurdity, while
at the same time connecting to the
characters’ feelings and rooting for
their budding romance.

Equally effective is the familiar
hard-hitting “heavy-metal” guitar that
ignites “A Note from Linda,” when
Robbie’s seemingly cold-hearted
fiancée leaves him at the altar.

The show, written by Mr. Beguelin
and former “Saturday Night Live”
head writer Tim Herlihy, remains true
to the popular 1998 movie by the
same name, which was also written
by Mr. Herlihy. However, there are a
few differences.

Robbie resides in his grandmother’s
basement for the musical, while in
the movie it’s his sister’s.

Only two songs from the movie,
“Somebody Kill Me Please” and
“Grow Old with You,” are employed
here, and instead of the latter taking
place on an airplane, it’s now in a Las
Vegas wedding chapel.

And while Billy Idol appears as
himself in the film, the new Las Vegas
setting instead introduces imperson-
ators of 80’s icons like Idol, former

President Reagan and Cyndi Lauper.
By the show’s end last Saturday

night, many audience members were
on their feet in standing ovation.

At a “meet and greet” held at the
NJPAC’s Theater Square Grill after-

wards, Mr. Sklar told The Westfield
Leader and The Times he has enjoyed
seeing the various crowds around the
country react during different points
in the touring show.

He was excited to see the perfor-
mance come to New Jersey, espe-
cially because it’s where the story is
set.

“There’s one line, ‘…when I ap-
plied to DeVry,’ and here, they get
that,” he said.

Mr. Beguelin said he and Mr. Sklar
get along very well after working
together for more than 13 years.

“We have this whole shorthand so
we can work really quickly…and it’s
like we can’t hurt each other’s feel-
ings,” Mr. Beguelin said, citing how
friends can be open and honest with-
out taking criticism to heart.

“Like if something’s not funny, he
can just say to me, ‘That’s not funny,’”
Mr. Beguelin adds.

Weddings tend to bring families
together and, apparently, so do mu-
sicals about weddings, especially
when you’re related to the composer.
A sizeable group of Mr. Sklar’s im-
mediate and extended family mem-
bers sat in the audience last Saturday
night.

Not that this was the first time his
parents, Susan and Talbot Sklar of

Westfield, have attended. His mother
remarked about enjoying this roman-
tic comedy at various venues from
New York City to Seattle, making this
her 34th time.

The storyline may also have struck

a familiar chord, given Mr. Sklar’s
mother met his father when he was a
piano player in a wedding band while
in dental school.

Mr. Sklar’s grandmother, Eleanor
Bouer of Jersey City, spoke highly of
the Westfield Public Schools, saying
teachers recognized and encouraged
his talents as early as kindergarten.

His mother agreed, adding, “Not
only is the school system fabulous,
but the music department is incred-
ibly supportive.”

She shared that when her son was
simultaneously attending Julliard’s
pre-college program while a stu-
dent at Westfield High School
(WHS), he composed a song for a
recital. When given the option to
have the Julliard singers perform it
or to bring in WHS students, he
chose to give WHS students the
extraordinary opportunity.

Mr. Sklar also returned to his alma
mater as a speaker for a recent WHS
graduation.

Mrs. Sklar said fame hasn’t changed
her son one bit.

“He’s very humble,” she said, em-
phasizing what a good person she
believes he is. “And he’ll just always
be himself no matter what.”

When you’re a parent, that’s defi-
nitely something worth singing about.

Alice, Leslie Crump Remain
Integral Parts of Cranford History

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: On May 1, 2007, The
Leader/ Times received an e-mail from a
doctor and associate professor of Biol-
ogy at a community college in Clifton
Forge, Va. The gentleman said he was
trying to locate the family (descendents)
of Alice Crump, an artist in the area who
was now long-deceased. During her final
years, Mrs. Crump was a patient of the
doctor at a nursing home in Rhode Island.

The doctor told the newspaper that “she
was a fabulous portrait artist; her room at

the nursing home was like a gallery. As part
of trying to maintain her manual dexterity,
I encouraged her to do some sketching
again. She was reluctant at first, but (with
the help of her granddaughter, who visited
her almost daily), she produced a wonder-
ful sketch of my toddler son. It was the last
work she ever produced.”

The doctor wished to re-connect with
the family and tell them this story.

The initial request led The Leader/
Times down other avenues, but now, we
have  tracked down information on the
Crump family.

CRANFORD – Leslie Crump didn’t
walk the Minnisink Trail in pioneer
times.

He didn’t fight the British at Crane’s
Mills (former name of Cranford) dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, and Henry
and Cecelia Phillips most likely never
invited him to dinner at the Crane House.

But Mr. Crump, who designed the
Cranford town seal, is inexorably tied
to the history of Cranford.

He and his wife, Alice, also an

artist, moved to Cranford in 1921.
They purchased a house on Central

Avenue and used an apartment, with
a skylight, in the old post office build-
ing on the corner of Alden Street, as
their studio.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Mr. Crump
was employed by Public Service, a
transportation company that ran bus-
ses and trolley cars, as a commercial
artist, illustrating advertisements and
bus-stop signs. In his spare time, he
painted landscapes and pictures of
old homes with Mansard roofs.

Some of Mr. Crump’s paintings hang
in the corridor and meeting rooms of
Cranford’s municipal building.

Four of Mr. Crump’s Cranford land-
scapes hang on the walls of Hanson

House, the home of the Cranford His-
torical Society.

Mrs. Crump focused on portrait
painting. She once estimated that she
painted more than a thousand por-
traits of Cranfordites – sometimes
three generations of the same family.

William Curtis, a trustee of the
Cranford Historical Society, said be-
tween her and her husband, “she was
probably a better-known artist.”

“He did nothing in town. He painted
for his own edification,” Mr. Curtis
added.

Two of Mrs. Crump’s works – a
pencil sketch of her husband and a
sketch of Brigadier General William
Irvine, a local Revolutionary War leg-
end, are also on display at Hanson
House.

According to Mr. Curtis, there is a
story behind General Irvine.

In a letter to George Washington on
January 1, 1780, General Irvine told
Washington that he preferred to set

SEAL OF APPROVAL...Artist Alice Crump created the above sketch of her
husband, Leslie Crump, who is known for creating the Cranford town seal,
pictured when damaged, above, and after restoration, below.
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WESTFIELD – It has been weeks
since Zamba Chicken opened its doors
at 231 South Avenue, and those who
have already tried this delicious pan-
Latin-themed food have returned for
more.

The visual appeal is as attractive as
the olfactory allure. Customers can sit
at a long counter and watch the chick-
ens barbecuing on the open-fire spits
while they wait for their food or while
they enjoy their meal.

Diners can also enjoy their food at
the few tables located at the front of the
restaurant. The orange and yellow walls
add to the warmth and inviting comfort
of this storefront haven.

Of course, the main attraction is the
upscale Latin-style food.

Undoubtedly, Zamba’s moist and
juicy chicken could compete with the
chicken served at the finest restaurants
and prevail. The secret is in the sauce
but don’t ask how it is made, as the
ingredients are so top-secret that one
co-owner has only shared the recipe
with his dog.

Zamba also serves steaks, ribs, sau-
sage, fish, rice, beans, salads, vegetables
and ‘zandwiches.’ All the ingredients
used are pure and fresh.

The owners, John Gennaro and
Steven Haase, are passionate about the
food they serve, and it shows in the
menu. Not only is it tasty and varied,

Artists Celebrate
Black History Month
UNION COUNTY – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is presenting an exhibit of creations by
seven visual artists to celebrate Black
History Month. The artwork, depicting
influences of their black heritage, is on
display at the Freeholders Gallery in
Elizabeth through the end of February.

The Freeholders Gallery is located
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration building on
Elizabethtown Plaza in downtown
Elizabeth and is open to the public from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

For further information about this
exhibit, and other programs and ser-
vices related to the arts and Union
County history, call (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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but it also offers healthy and low-fat
additions – all at reasonable prices.

Zamba Chicken has a full catering
menu in addition to eat-in and take-out
service.

If you haven’t tried it yet, I would
‘Zamba’ on over there. It’s different,
delicious, priced right and just what
Westfield needed. You’ll be glad you
did.

Zamba Chicken is open from 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. from Monday through Satur-
day and Sunday from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Visit zambachicken.com.
Musicales Continue with

Pianist Gayle Martin Henry
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
continuation of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Lent
with a program by pianist Gayle Mar-
tin Henry on Wednesday, February
20, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary
and are followed by a soup-and-sand-
wich luncheon available for $6 in
the church social hall, Patton Audi-
torium.

Ms. Martin Henry has had a distin-
guished career as a concert pianist,
achieving international prominence
as the sole American laureate of the
sixth International Tchaikovsky Pi-
ano Competition in Moscow and only
the third American woman ever to

reach the finals.
Her most recent highlight included

a performance of the Beethoven “Em-
peror” Concerto with the California
Philharmonic at the Ambassador The-
ater in Pasadena.

Last season, her schedule included
performances of Tchaikovsky’s Pi-
ano Concerto 1 and numerous all-
Beethoven concerts, both on
fortepiano and modern Steinway
grands.

In reviewing her solo Alice Tully
Concert at Lincoln Center in 2003,
the New York Concert Review wrote
that Ms. Martin Henry created “a
truly magical atmosphere…and made
this listener smile with pleasure…”

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.


