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Takonis Says Neighbors were Never
Notified of Construction on Harding

Editor’s Note: This letter, along with a
sheet of 15 signatures, was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky on Janu-
ary 30.

*****
My name is Paris Takonis, and I have

been a Westfield resident since 1972. My
house is located at 815 Harding Street,
and next door to me, at 817 Harding, a
new house is now being constructed.

The purpose of this letter is to protest
that neither I nor Ann Falvey, the neigh-
bor on the other side of the construction at
823 Harding, were notified, as we were
told we would be, to attend the town
meeting when the resolution to approve
the demolition of the old house at 817
Harding was presented and approved.

As such, the demolition permit process
was not followed and the neighborhood
and ultimately the town interest suffered
and will suffer as a result.

To show you how insensitive the builder
is, the demolition took place over the
Thanksgiving weekend; the heavy equip-
ment arrived at the eve of Thanksgiving,
and the house was demolished on the
Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving
while my son, his wife and my new grand-
daughter were visiting for the first time
from Tennessee.

We, and the neighbors, suffered the
constant bulldozer and truck noise when
we were looking forward to quiet family
holiday weekend.

At the department of public works
(which was closed during the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend), where I went the Monday
after Thanksgiving to inquire as to why I
was not notified, they showed me three
certified mail receipts.

One that was received by Gloria M.
Hoffmann on November 17, 2007, at 812
Sherbrooke Drive, the neighbor at the
back of 817 Harding Street, another for
Ann Falvey that was not delivered and a
third for me that was also not delivered.

I was told that it was a Post Office
problem. It is amazing that the two neigh-
bors most affected by this construction
never received the notification. The ex-
cuse was the notifications were lost in the
mail.

It is also amazing that the one notifica-
tion that was received was delivered on
November 17, 2007, and the town meet-
ing that passed the demolition resolution
was held on October 30, 2007.

When I pointed this out, the excuse
now became that the notifications are
courtesies and do not have to be made.
Obviously, something does not smell right
here. The process was not followed or it
was intentionally bypassed.

If we had been notified, maybe we
could have prevented the cutting of a
magnificent 100-foot oak tree that was
admired by the whole neighborhood, and
had input regarding the style of the new
house, which, in my opinion, does not fit
the style of the other houses on the block.

Now a mammoth of a house will be
constructed with floor area of over 3,000
square feet in a 51.5-foot wide by 174-
foot long lot. The house will overhang
over all the backyards of the block and we

will be deprived, of our backyard privacy.
How would you like it if someone

could be observing you from a second-
floor window while you barbeque in your
patio?

The house will be like a roadhouse – 31
feet wide by 55 feet long and will make
the neighborhood look like the Bronx. It
is a disguised three-floor building (how
many houses have a bedroom and a full
bathroom in the attic?).

Now Fox & Foxx the builder (the name
fits) is digging the foundation, and (in my
wife’s words) it looks like a foundation of
the World Trade Center. Will this huge
foundation affect the water table as it has
in other locations on Harding and Coolidge
Streets?

Will the house affect our light and sun
and air? Will this house prevent the other
families from upgrading their houses?
Already, the young family that lives di-
rectly across the street said they will be
looking for another house.

I am dismayed that is nothing we can
do to protect the value of our houses on
the block from going down (who will buy
a house in a block that has an ugly el-
ephant like this?). We need your help.

If we can’t do anything to prevent this
house from being constructed as is, then
we hope to prevent other Westfield blocks
like ours from being destroyed by the
building of these huge houses that do not
fit the character of the established neigh-
borhoods.

Paris Takonis
Westfield
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARDING STREET…Construction at 817 Harding Street in Westfield has come
under controversy with the neighbors. Fifteen neighbors, in a letter to Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, wrote they were not notified via certified mail about the
construction, so they could look at the plans or go to the planning board meeting.
See letter on this page.

HONOR AND SERVICE...U.S. Army 2nd Lieutenant Jake Kramer, Westfield
High School Class of 2003 and Hofstra University Class of 2007, has completed
Armor Officer’s Basic Course at Fort Knox, Ky. Lt. Kramer is stationed at Fort
Carson, Col., and is anticipating an August deployment. He is a scout platoon
leader assigned to the 4th Infantry Division. He and classmate are pictured at their
June 2007 Air Assault graduation at Camp Smith in West Point, NY.

SPF-HS, Operation Shoebox
Collecting For Soldiers

Record Show on Tap
March 9 in Springfield
SPRINGFIELD – The Greater New

Jersey Record and CD Show will take
place on Sunday, March 9, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Springfield Holi-
day Inn on Route 22, West.

Among the featured merchandise
will be rare record albums and 45’s,
dollar records, compact disks, videos
and DVDs and music memorabilia.

General admission is $6. The price
for senior citizens is $3, and children
under 12 may attend for free.

For more information, call (908)
541-0511, e-mail
GNJRecordShows@yahoo.com or
visit izzymusic.com/
record_shows.htm.

Nominations Sought for
Annual Philhower Award

WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh,
president of the Westfield Rotary
Club, announced that March 14 is the
deadline for nominations for the 16th-
annual Charles Philhower Fellowship
award, designated for a full-time el-
ementary teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, students and
Westfield public school staff mem-
bers and should be addressed to:
Charles Philhower Fellowship Com-
mittee of the Westfield Rotary Club,
c/o Office of the Superintendent of
Schools, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
NJ 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-

dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth.

The teacher must be a full-time
faculty member in kindergarten
through grade 5 in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for a minimum of five
years. The Fellowship recipient is
honored at a Rotary luncheon and
receives a grant to further profes-
sional growth or to enhance class-
room activities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
served as supervising principal (su-
perintendent) of Westfield Public
Schools for 30 years – from 1917 to
1947 – and was president of the
Westfield Rotary Club in 1929-30.
As Rotary president, he instituted the
club’s annual scholarship awards to
graduating Westfield students.

Members of the selection committee
will include two Rotarians, two elemen-
tary-school principals and a past
Philhower recipient. Past Philhower
fellowship recipients include Michael
Burgess, Karen Yula, Mary Dura, Stacie
DeChristopher, Michele Moise, Carole
Kling, Anna Jane Sabbagh, Trista Pol-
lard, Eva Morton, Angela LaCarrubba,
Claudia Andreski, Bette Tuthill, Carol
Joyce, Carol Mastroianni and Susan
Feldman Glick, who received the first
award in 1993.

“The Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship continues an
outstanding tradition of honoring an
outstanding teacher and recognizing
the value of education,” Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan said.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Operation
Shoebox is collecting donations of goods
for U.S. soldiers serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan through February 21. The SPF
PTA and PTA Council sponsor this com-
munity service project. The program goal
is to collect 500 packages.

Donation bins are located at all eight
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools and the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Public librar-
ies. Packing day at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
high school is Feb. 23.

All items must be in their original pack-
aging, and smaller goods are preferred for
ease in shipping.

Items frequently requested by the sol-
diers are: lip balm, athletic socks, sun
block, travel-size moist wipes, chewing
gum and bottles of shampoo, non-aerosol

deodorant and bug repellent, bars of soap,
small boxes of cereal, batteries of all
sizes, powdered drink mixes, cereal/snack/
granola bars, individually-wrapped candy,
individual packets of instant oatmeal,
boxes of hot chocolate that contain indi-
vidual packets, small bags of trail mix,
peanuts and pretzels, small cans of tuna or
fruit with pop-tops, eye drops, and play-
ing cards.

Please note that aerosol products can-
not be shipped overseas.

Monetary donations are accepted online
at opshoeboxnj.org.

To have a care package shipped di-
rectly to someone serving in the armed
forces overseas, call Deb Brody at (908)
233-1323, or e-mail at
Brodypta@aol.com.

. . . bringing its love of  Greece and the best & freshest seafood to Westfield.

Along with delicious seafood, Limani features black Angus steak, rack of  lamb,

and an array of  your favorite pasta specialties.

Reservations: 908-233-0052

235 North Avenue West, Westfield

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Free Parking after 7:00 pm in Front & Rear / complimentary Parking Tokens with Lunch

 www.limaniwestfieldnj.com Our 66th Year

More than Just a
Great Butcher Shop!

When you buy

PRIME,

ask to see the

PRIME Stamp

DON’T BE FOOLED:

• STANDING PRIME RIB

• WHOLE FILET MIGNON

• FRESH HAMS

• SMOKED SPIRAL HAM

• Fresh Sausages Made on Premises

• Organic Poultry

• Professional Butchers Offering the

   Finest in Old Fashioned Service

• Buy your Meats at John’s and

   You Won’t Buy Meat

   Anywhere Else!

Because We are Particular
About What We Do &

How We Do It.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126
www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

‘Reading is Good for You’
goleader.com/subscribe

Corzine’s New Secret:
A $38-Billion Mortgage

The more we hear about Gov. Corzine’s
so-called secret funding plan, the more I
believe he should have kept it a secret. His
proposed Public Benefits Corporation will
issue $38 billion in new state debt under
the disguise of this dummy corporation.
Now, we find it will not be subject to the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
whereby the public would have access to
its records. Without public access to the
PBC records there will be no accountabil-
ity and the PBC will be open to more
waste fraud and abuse.

The PBC will require a host of direc-
tors, managers, supervisors, accountants,
lawyers and other employees along with
bloated salaries, pensions, health care and
every other cost you can imagine, all at
our expense.

Each day we hear about problems
people are having with their ability to pay
mortgages and other loans. Call it what
you want, but Gov. Corzine is taking out
a $38-billion mortgage against the Turn-
pike and Garden State Parkway and stick-
ing us, and our descendants, with the bill.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Public Advocate Argues for
Voter Rights during Primary

TRENTON – Attorneys for the New
Jersey Public Advocate (DPA) argued in
courts on Primary Election Day for citi-
zens seeking to vote, according to to DPA
press release.  In 41 of 47 cases, the courts
ordered election officials to allow voters
to cast ballots. Courts denied six cases.
Eight DPA attorneys were stationed in
courthouses to monitor election problems.
Others were available by phone, handling
about 200 calls to the DPA voter hotline.

The types of problems that resulted in
voters being turned away from the polls
and pleading their case before a judge
were varied, said New Jersey Public Ad-
vocate Ronald Chen. In many cases, vot-
ers said they were informed at the polls
that their voter registration was incor-
rectly listed. That is, people who insisted
they were one party were listed as the

opposing party and were denied the op-
portunity to vote in the primary contest of
their choice.

Other problems included: voters who
had been incorrectly purged from the
voting rolls due to inactivity; voters who
believed they had registered on time by
using a paid web-based registration sys-
tem; and voters who were denied the
opportunity to declare a party and cast a
vote even though they were listed as un-
affiliated and should be afforded the abil-
ity to declare a party on primary day, and
vote in the primary election.

Public Advocate attorneys will be avail-
able to represent potential voters during the
upcoming November General Election,
which is expected to draw increased voter
participation because of the presidential
race, according to the press release.


