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Steering Committee Named
For Corzine Debt Proposal

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has created a steering com-
mittee to educate the public on his
restructuring and debt-reduction plan.
Former Rep. Bob Franks is chairing
the campaign to support the
governor’s plan.

The committee is as follows: Phil
Beachem, president, Alliance for Ac-
tion; Dennis Bone, president, Verizon
New Jersey; Sam Crane, senior vice
president, Maher Terminals, Inc.; John
Degnan, vice chairman, Chubb Corp,
and former New Jersey attorney gen-
eral; Larry Downes, chairman and
CEO, NJ Resources; Sheryl Gordon,
president, American Federation of
State County and Municipal Employ-
ees, and William Gormley, former
Republican State Senator.

Fred Hassan, chairman and CEO,
Schering Plough; Rev. Reginald Jack-
son, executive director, Black Minis-
ters Council; Mark Juliano, CEO,
Trump Entertainment Resorts; Dick
Leone, president, The Century Foun-
dation, former Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey chairman, and
former State Treasurer; Blair
MacInnes, NJ Seeds Board Member
and University Hospital trustee; Gil
Medina, former commerce commis-
sioner to Governor Christine Whitman
and advisor to Brett Schundler;
Raymond Meillier, retired vice presi-
dent of financial services, Campbell’s
Soup Company; Ray Pocino, vice
president, Laborers International
Union; Shirley Tilghman, president,
Princeton University; James Zazzali,
former New Jersey Supreme Court
Chief Justice, former attorney gen-
eral, and former chairman of the State
Commission of Investigation.

Bob Altenkirch, president, New
Jersey Institute of Technology;
Sivaraman Anbarasan, dean of cor-
porate and community education,
Sussex County Community College;
Virginia Bauer, commissioner, Port

Authority, former commerce secre-
tary; Robert Briant Jr., CEO Utility
and Transportation Contractors As-
sociation; Anthony Cicatiello, chair-
man, CN Communications;
Gwendolyn Faison, mayor of
Camden; Carl Golden, former press
secretary for Governor Thomas Kean
and former communications director
for Governor Whitman.

Alex Hatala, president and CEO,
Lourdes Health System Camden;
Connie Hughes, former Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) commissioner;
Ralph LaRossa, president and COO
of PSE&G; Virginia Lazala, execu-
tive director, Novartis Pharmaceuti-
cals Corporation; Daniel Lombardo,
president, Volunteers of America
Delaware Valley; Richard
McCormick, president, Rutgers Uni-
versity; Peter McDonough, former
communications director to Gover-
nor Whitman; Pam Miller, vice presi-
dent, market strategy and develop-
ment, Medco Health Solutions, Inc.,
African American Coalition on Di-
versity; and William Mullen, presi-
dent, New Jersey State Building and
Construction Trades Council.

Roger Bodman, New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation Commis-
sioner (DOT) under Gov. Kean;Ken
Ender, President of Cumberland
County Community College; Jamie
Fox, DOT Commissioner under Gov.
James McGreevey;Louis
Gambaccini, DOT Commissioner
under Gov. Brendan Byrne; Hazel
Gluck, DOT Commissioner under
Gov. Tom Kean; Michael Horn,
former state treasurer under Gov.
Kean; Jack Lettiere, DOT Commis-
sioner under Governors McGreevey
and Dick Codey; Steven Rose,
Passaic Community College presi-
dent; James Weinstein, DOT Com-
missioner under Gov. Whitman; and
Raymond Yannuzzi, Camden County
College president.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

S H I F M A N  M A T T R E S S  S A L E

4 DAYS TO SAVE!
SAV E  3 5 - 5 0 %

ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%
ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

Sugg.

550

700

1620

2420

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

Sugg.

410

550

1260

1940

Sale

$219

$299

$699

$1049

Extra 10%

$197
$269
$629
$944

Extra 10%

$269
$350
$809
$1214

Sale

$299

$389

$899

$1349

CRYSTAL JADE

4 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 2/18

5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS

AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE

IN HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU'VE BEEN THINKING

OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON'T HESITATE. 

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $149. EA. PC. -

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 • valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

Union County Budget to Be
Unveiled in Late February

 By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County executive budget will be pre-
sented to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders in late February, Freeholder
Finance Committee Chairman Al
Mirabella said last week.

Mr. Mirabella told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that County Manager George
Devanney’s budget will be unveiled a
month later than the usual late January
arrival of the executive budget.

“We had a few preliminary meet-
ings with Freeholder (chairman An-
gel) Estrada and department
heads…just to get the ball rolling,”
Mr. Mirabella said.

Last year’s $238.6-million tax levy
was 5.27 percent over the previous
year’s levy, and it raised taxes in 18 of
Union County’s 21 municipalities.
The overall $414.4 million budget
was $2.6 million less than what the
county spent in 2006.

This year, counties, municipalities
and school boards are under a state
mandate not to increase tax levies
more than 4 percent over 2007 spend-
ing plans.

“It’s hard, but it is what it is,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “It (the four percent
cap) is going to make this (budget)
challenging.”

In other business, Human Services
Department Director Frank Guzzo
said the federal Community Services
Block Grant will be flat from last
year. The federal grant is given to
states, which then provide funding to
counties.

“It appears it will be consistent with
last year,” Mr. Guzzo told the board.

A resolution is on tonight’s agenda
to approve the first part of the Fiscal-
Year 2008 grant in the amount of
$196,700.

Dennis Kobitz, deputy administra-
tor for the county’s Board of Elec-
tions, said the county experienced only
a few problems with the Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5, Presidential Primary. He said
a voting machine in Union Township
was accidentally taken off-line by a
poll worker and could not be used for
the remainder of the election.

In addition, he said the “surge” of
unaffiliated voters, mostly for the
Democratic race, caused some voter
districts to run out of voter slips.

Mr. Kobitz also requested the board
approve a resolution to purchase handi-

cap-accessible ramps for polling places
in the county. Mr. Kobitz said the
county currently leases its ramps. The
ramps would cost $19,055, from Jack-
son-based TriState Patient Lifts. He
said the HAVA (Help America Vote
Act) would fund the purchase.

Two other resolutions from the
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, totaling $43,500, are on
tonight’s (February 14) agenda for
the county employee tuition-reim-
bursement program for Kean
University’s undergraduate certificate
program in public administration.

The board will also vote tonight to
include in the temporary budget
$106,989,531 in grants awarded to
county agencies.

The board will vote to approve a
$4,000 payment to the Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
for the Saturday, March 15, parade
along Morris Avenue in Union.

Let’s Play In Italian
Awarded Ed. Grant

WESTFIELD – Let’s Play In Ital-
ian (LPII), a Westfield business, has
been awarded an educational grant
from the National Italian American
Foundation (NIAF). Let’s Play In Ital-
ian is a mommy-and-me play group
in Italian.

NIAF is a non-profit organization
based in Washington, D.C., dedicated
to preserving the heritage of Italian
Americans.

The gala and award ceremony was
held on Thursday, January 31, at the
Italian Consulate in Manhattan. More
than 100 attendees partook in the
cocktail party. Special guests included
Mario Cuomo, former Governor of
New York.

“It is an honor to be in the company
of the very best of the Italian-Ameri-
can community. This grant will en-
able our organization to continue to
foster the Italian culture to the younger
generation, “LPII founding director
Catiana Celentano said.

 “In today’s fast-paced and hectic
world, it’s more important than ever
that we make an effort to retain ele-
ments of our Italian heritage and cul-
ture, he said.

LPII playgroups help moms and
their children learn Italian while hav-
ing fun together.

Ms. Celentano started the business
in November 2006.

NJ Environmental Groups
Oppose Highways Expansion

TRENTON — Transportation and
environmental organizations from
across the state convened on the
Statehouse Thursday to voice op-
position to plans to widen the Gar-
den State Parkway, New Jersey
Turnpike and Atlantic City Express-
way.

The opposition group said the three
projects in total are estimated to cost
nearly $3 billion “even though they
will provide no long-term congestion
relief,” according to a press release
issued by the Tri State Transportation
Campaign.

Earlier this week, over two dozen
transportation and environmental or-
ganizations sent a letter to Governor
Jon Corzine voicing opposition to the
road projects.

“The highway-expansion projects
represent a leap backwards for New
Jersey, a state nationally recognized
for its smart-growth-oriented trans-
portation policies,” the letter said.

“Once and for all, New Jersey needs
to move out of the era of wasteful
road expansion projects and into an
era of sustainability. Wider highways
attract more cars and induce more
driving, absent of demand manage-
ment strategies,” said Kate Slevin,
executive director of the Tri-State
Transportation Campaign, a non-
profit advocacy group.

As currently designed, neither the
Turnpike nor the Garden State Park-
way projects included in the
Governor’s plan will provide long-
term congestion relief, according to
the press release.

“In fact, according to state data,
parts of the new lane on the Parkway
will be filled with traffic as soon as
construction is complete,” according
to the press release.

The organizations asserted that al-
ternatives, such as congestion pricing
and cashless tolling, were not ad-
equately studied in the environmen-

tal documents.
Jeff Tittel, director of Sierra Club

New Jersey, said, “These projects
promote sprawling development,
will not ease traffic congestion and
are incompatible with the
Governor’s stated goal to reduce
global warming emissions by 20
percent by 2020.”

The groups contend that thousands
of additional cars the lanes are de-
signed to carry will contribute to al-
ready high levels of air pollution and
that acres of wetlands and habitat will
be destroyed in favor of new imper-
meable roadway that will contribute
to local water pollution.

“It is well documented that roads
are the equivalent of a ‘Berlin Wall’
to wildlife species, and the proposed
road changes would not only further
limit animal movement but would
result in additional habitat loss and
disturbance that would adversely
affect locally sensitive plant and ani-
mal communities” said Gylla
MacGregor, a conservation ecolo-
gist with the New Jersey Audubon
Society.

According to Dave Pringle of NJ
Environmental Federation, “You can’t
build your way out of congestion. In-
stead of widening these highways and
spurring sprawl through the Pinelands
and coastal wetlands, we should in-
crease capacity by investing even more
in ‘fix it first’ rail, air, busses, HOV
lanes and congestion pricing.”

Airport Rail Use Sets
Record; Podcasts Added

AREA — Rail systems that connect
mass transit in the New York metro-
politan region to Kennedy Interna-
tional and Newark Liberty Interna-
tional airports set ridership records in
2007,according to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey. Last
week, the authority also announced
the advent of video and audio podcasts
to assist passengers using the AirTrain
systems with air travel schedule infor-
mation. The information can be down-
loaded at panynj.info.

AirTrain JFK served more than 4.4
million paid passengers last year, an
increase of about 12 percent over
2006, marking the fourth straight year
of increased ridership. AirTrain New-
ark handled 1.8 million paid passen-

gers, an increase of about 13.5 per-
cent over 2006, and the sixth con-
secutive year of increased ridership.

Twenty million additional passen-
gers used the free portions of the
AirTrains to connect between pas-
senger terminals, parking lots and
rental car areas. AirTrain Newark
opened in 2001 and AirTrain JFK
began service in 2003.

Chairman Anthony Coscia said,
“We’ve experienced robust year-over-
year growth in passenger traffic at
Newark Liberty and JFK – from about
59 million passengers at the two air-
ports in 2002 to about 84 million last
year. Our AirTrain systems have played
a critical role in accommodating that
growth...and easing congestion.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME TO WESTFIELD...This past Saturday, February 2, Limani Sea-
food Grill on North Avenue celebrated its grand opening and had its official
ribbon cutting. Standing by the cake are, left to right, Gigi Vastardis; Joseph
Mattos, chef; and George Vastardis, owner.


