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County Hires NYC Warden
As County Jail Director

ELIZABETH – Brian Riordan, a
former New York City Department of
Corrections warden with more than
20 years of experience, has been hired
as the new director of the Union
County jail, county officials an-
nounced last Friday.

According to the county release,
Mr. Riordan was hired following a
nationwide search conducted by
Union County for a new jail director
following the announced retirement
of former director Frank Crose,
months ago.

 During an interim period, Gary
Hilton served as acting director. The
county received more than 30 re-
sumes during the job search and nar-
rowed the list to five finalists, includ-
ing Mr. Riordan. Mr. Hilton replaced
Mr. Crose after the December escape
of two county jail inmates.

“Brian’s experience speaks for it-
self,” said County Manager George
Devanney. “In New York City, he
commanded the largest operating fa-
cility in the city’s corrections depart-
ment at Rikers, with the largest in-
mate population. He has worked his
way through the ranks during a 21-
year career and established an out-
standing record of achievement.”

Mr. Riordan, 42, a New Jersey resi-
dent, is earning a salary of $115,000
a year and started his new job on
February 11. He will be responsible
for the supervision of a total staff of
approximately 280 officers and non-
civilian employees, and approxi-
mately 960 prisoners, with another
100 under contract at Delaney Hall in
Essex County.

Mr. Riordan said he followed the
developments surrounding the jail
escape of two inmates in December
from the Unioin County jail and has
been briefed about the prosecutor’s
findings at the facility, as well as Mr.
Hilton’s recommendations and
changes.

“The Union County jail is not
unique in that it faces many of the
same issues as did the facilities I’ve
supervised in New York City,” Mr.
Riordan said. “With that said, there is
much work to be done, and I am
excited about the challenges ahead
and in working with the county ad-
ministration and staff at the facility in
running a safe and secure facility.”

During a 21-year career in correc-
tions in New York City, Mr. Riordan
served from 2005 to 2007 as the war-
den of the Anna M. Kross Center at
Rikers Island. The center can contain
as many as 3,000 inmates in 68 hous-
ing areas over 45 acres. The jail popu-
lation consists of at least 500 gang
members. Mr. Riordan was also re-
sponsible for the supervision of 1,200
uniformed staff and 200 civilian em-
ployees, county officials said.

Mr. Riordan served since Septem-
ber last year as the warden of the New
York City Corrections’ Department

of Transportation Division, where he
oversaw the largest prisoner trans-
port operation in the nation. He intro-
duced technological equipment into
emergency vehicles, such as the lat-
est GPS technology, and oversaw new
training initiatives to ensure driver
safety and adherence to security re-
straint protocols.

Escapees Indicted
ELIZABETH – A Union County

grand jury has indicted Otis Blunt
and Jose Espinosa for the crime of
escape in the third degree. The indict-
ment was handed up last Friday to
state Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi, according to Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow.

The one-count indictment reads as
follows: “The Grand Jurors of the
State of New Jersey, for the County of
Union, upon their oaths present that
Otis Blunt and Jose Espinosa on or
about December 14, 2007, in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union, and
within the jurisdiction of this Court
did knowingly and without lawful
authority remove themselves from
official detention, contrary to the pro-
visions of N.J.S.A 2C:29-5a. and
against the peace of this State, the
government and dignity of the same.”

Blunt, 33, of Toms River, and
Espinosa, 21, of Elizabeth, escaped
from the Union County jail on De-
cember 15 of last year. Both escapees
were recaptured within hours of each
other on January 8 and 9 after an
intensive manhunt that involved the
Union County Police, Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Union County
Sheriff’s Department and U. S. Mar-
shals. Espinosa was found in a base-
ment apartment in Elizabeth, while
Blunt was tracked to a $10-a-night
motel in Mexico.

Blunt is also facing robbery and
weapons charges, which were pend-
ing prior to his escape. He is due in
court on those charges on Tuesday,
February 19. Espinosa, who pled
guilty to aggravated manslaughter in
January 2007, was awaiting sentenc-
ing on those charges when he es-
caped. That sentencing is currently
scheduled for Friday, February 22.

Both inmates are presently being
housed at Trenton State Prison.
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Manahan Named
Partner in Law Firm
SCOTCH PLAINS – Barbara

Manahan of Scotch Plains has been
promoted to partner of the West Or-
ange-based law firm of Wolff and
Samson PC. Ms. Manahan will prac-
tice in the areas of commercial real-
estate and real-property financing.

She is a former member and past
president of the Summit Bar Associa-
tion and earned her law degree from
Rutgers University Law School.

Prosecutor Rules Bk-Hgts.
Violated Sunshine Act

Cross-County Connection
Estimated at $200-$570 Mil.

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

WESTFIELD — NJ Transit on
Monday announced the findings of
its Cross-County Connection study,
stating that although the proposed
expansion of rail service between the
Raritan Valley line, Newark and Eliza-
beth has potential, additional funding
must be found for the project to ad-
vance out of its infancy.

The study’s findings were presented
at a meeting of the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition at the Westfield Municipal
Building. At the meeting, Jack
Kanarek, senior director of project
development for NJ Transit, stated
that the project warrants further con-
sideration if funding can be secured.

“It appears worthy of further analy-
sis if funding is made available,” Mr.
Kanarek said. “Funding needs to be
identified to advance the project.”

The study examined three potential
options for linking rail service from
the Raritan Valley line to Newark and
Elizabeth. The plans included using
the former Central Railroad of New
Jersey lines to link Cranford and Eliza-
beth and triple-tracking portions of
the railroad from Cranford to Newark.
Proposed plans would provide a rail
link with trains running from Raritan
and Cranford to midtown Elizabeth
and the Jersey Gardens Mall.

The study examined the plans by
estimating construction and operat-

ing costs, as well as the ridership
potential of the expanded line. The
rough estimates for the cost of the
project ranged from $200 to $570
million.

Mr. Kanarek said the project is still
in its early stages and that there are
many other NJ Transit projects that
are further developed than the Cross-
County Connection.

“This is only a screening study, so
we still have a ways to go to move this
project along,” Mr. Kanarek said. “The
next phase would be more detailed
concept engineering and environmen-
tal analysis.”

With New Jersey presently $32 bil-
lion in debt, the state does not have
the resources to fund all of the new
projects it is considering, officials
said. Federal funding is a potential
option, but competition for such fund-
ing is high.

“That’s transportation in New Jer-
sey,” said Kenneth Wedeen, a planner
with the Somerset County Planning
Department. “A lot of it comes down
to the resources. There’s a lot of
projects and not a lot of money.”

Officials said Governor Jon Corzine
has pledged, as a part of his debt-
reduction program, that any asset
monetization would include perma-
nent funding for the state’s Transpor-
tation Trust fund, which provides re-
sources for municipal and county road
and bridge repairs.

County Receives $500,000
DOT Grant for Bike Path

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has been
awarded a $500,000 state grant for
the construction of a new bike path in
Lenape Park. The funds were awarded
under the New Jersey Department of
Transportation Bikeways grant pro-
gram.

“This is a milestone grant for alter-
native transportation in Union
County,” Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada said. “The new bike path
will provide more county residents
with access to a safe, healthy, afford-
able and environmentally sustainable
means of travel.”

Lenape Park is part of the 6,600-
acre Union County parks system. It
sprawls across parts of Cranford,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Union and
Westfield. The 400-acre park in-
cludes a small pond, elevated dikes

and walking trails. The new path
will be 1.2- miles long. It will be
constructed on an existing roadbed,
much of which runs atop an elevated
dike.

It will connect with existing bike
paths in Nomahegan and Black
Brook parks. Together, these paths
form part of the East Coast
Greenway, a bike route that runs
from the southern tip of Florida to
the northern tip of Maine.

The new Lenape path will replace
an existing section of the Greenway
that runs along Kenilworth Boule-
vard.

In addition to providing a safer
alternative for cyclists, the new path
will open up a previously inacces-
sible part of Lenape Park for walking,
nature observation and bird watch-
ing, county officials said.

Raynor Denitzio  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHORT ON FUNDING… Jack Kanarek, senior director of project development
for NJ Transit, addresses the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition during the group’s
meeting on Monday. Mr. Kanarek discussed the status of NJ Transit projects,
particularly the results of the Cross-County Connection Study.

UC Improvement Authority
Fails to Get Re-Org Quorum

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The annual reor-
ganization and monthly agenda meet-
ing of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA) was cancelled
on Wednesday, February 6, due to a
lack of a quorum needed to hold the
election of officers and pass other
resolutions. The previous month, the
board changed its meeting time from
the evening to the daytime by placing
a notice on the door of its Elizabeth
building.

The UCIA consists of nine elected
members and requires a quorum of five
to pass resolutions. Only four of the five
members needed were present at the
meeting. Secretary Joseph Miskiewicz
said the meeting would be rescheduled
for a date later in the month but has not
been determined.

In addition to the election of offic-
ers, the following resolutions were
on the agenda: the re-adoption and
re-authorization of the by-laws, des-
ignating the official newspapers as
The Star-Ledger and The Courier
News, establishing a meeting sched-
ule for the coming year, March 2008
to February 2009, and re-appoint-
ment of executive director Charlotte
DeFilippo. Anthony Scutari of Lin-
den is the UCIA’s current chairman.

UCIA board members were sched-
uled to authorize the employment of
certain paid positions, adopt a list of
firms and professionals qualified to
perform various services, approve
change orders in connection with cer-
tain construction and development
projects, settle a claim made by a
construction firm, amend an agree-
ment for construction-management
services for the new juvenile deten-
tion center in Linden, authorize a
proposal for traffic-engineering de-
signs for the new Linden fire station
and approve an appraisal for the
Dupont Redevelopment Area.

The UCIA is a self-financed and
autonomous agency, which helps mu-
nicipalities and counties finance ma-
jor improvements and projects with-
out using taxpayer dollars for their
operations and expenses. The UCIA’s
structure allows it to secure financing
at lower interest rates than govern-
ment or corporate entities, saving
taxpayer’s dollars, according to in-
formation published in its annual re-
port.

The UCIA has raised money
through the sale of bonds for munici-
palities and the county on numerous
development projects, including the
revitalization of downtown Rahway,
low-income senior housing in Roselle
and Linden, the Linden Police Ath-
letic League recreational facility and
the commuter rail station in Union
Township.

The City of Plainfield designated
the UCIA as the redevelopment
agency in connection with the design
and construction of the 100,000-
square-foot, county and state office
building on Park Avenue in Plainfield,
valued at $28 million, according to
the UCIA’s 2005 annual report. The
City of Linden designated the UCIA
as the redevelopment agency for the
North Wood Avenue Redevelopment
Area, a project valued at $4.5 million,
which includes a park and amphithe-
ater, a restaurant and 15,000-square
feet of office space.

The UCIA also provided financing
for the expansion of Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus, which
includes a new five-story building and
total renovation costs of $48 million.

The UCIA has also been assisting
the county in the acquisition, devel-
opment and financing of a new juve-
nile detention facility located in Lin-
den and the purchase of approximately
one acre of land in Union Township
to be used to build a facility to con-
solidate existing employees of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office.

The authority works in conjunction
with the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, which appoints the
authority’s executive director. The nine-
member board then elects officers.

The UCIA meets monthly on the
first Wednesday of each month at
either 10 Cherry Street or in the county
administration building behind the
county courthouse in Elizabeth. Meet-
ings are open to the public.

Clarification
In a story published on page 3 of The

Westfield Leader and The Times, a
story on coverage of the county free-
holders should have said the county
was entering into a $120,000 sponsor-
ship agreement with Overlook Hospi-
tal to co-sponsor MusicFest in 2008,
2009, and 2010 as well as this year’s
Kids Traveling Jubilee.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Ann
Rubin has ruled that the Berkeley
Heights Township Committee’s 2006
closed-door meetings with private
ambulance companies violated the
Senator Byron Baer Open Public Meet-
ings Act (i.e. the “Sunshine Act.”).

In a January 29 letter to Township
Attorney Thomas Scrivo of McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter of
Newark, Ms. Rubin said that the pur-
pose of the Sunshine Act’s exception
allowing public bodies to discuss con-
tract negotiations behind closed doors
“is to allow the governing body to
discuss a contract among themselves,

not with members of the organization
with whom they are negotiating.”

While acknowledging that “no harm
occurred as a result of this violation,”
Ms. Rubin asked Mr. Scrivo to ensure
that “future decisions to move to ex-
ecutive session under the contract ne-
gotiation exception” be guided by her
decision.

John Paff, chair of the Open Govern-
ment Advocate Project for the New
Jersey Libertarian Party (NJLP), sent a
letter of complaint about the matter on
September 10, 2007. The letter of com-
plaint, Ms. Rubin’s letter to Scrivo and
other correspondence is on-line at
lpcnj.org/OGTF/BerkeleyHeights.pdf.


