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Cty. Prosecutor Romankow
Discusses Gangs and Drugs

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow,
when asked if law enforcement is
winning the war on drugs, said, “No.”
But, he said, police will keep press-
ing.

He said gangs are in every town in
Union County – whether residents
want to acknowledge it or not. The
first part of the battle was to get the
towns and their police departments to
recognize their existence. Gangs need
money, and to get money, they sell
drugs, buy guns and commit violent
crime.

Mr. Romankow met with publisher
Horace Corbin in the office of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Friday,
February 8, to discuss initiatives of
the prosecutor’s office for the coming
year. The video of the interview can
be seen on the Internet at
goleader.com.

Mr. Romankow was reappointed in
December to a second, five-year term
by Governor Jon Corzine, with the
support of State Senators Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth) and Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden), of the ma-
jority party, along with the concur-
rence of Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) from the minority party.
He said this provides him with broad-
based support, and he keeps in touch
with the leaders on a frequent basis.

In New Jersey, the county prosecu-
tor is the “top cop.” Each of the 21
counties has a prosecutor who re-
ports to the attorney general, cur-
rently Ann Milligram. The Union
County prosecutor oversees all po-
lice departments in the county, in-
cluding the sheriff’s office, Union
County police and police at Kean
University.

Mr. Romankow’s office determines
policing policy and provides over-
sight but seldom becomes involved in
day-to-day operations; although, if
necessary, he could take over a police
department. Mr. Romankow said he
prefers to consider his office as a law
office rather than an investigative
operation; although, his staff fre-
quently debates this role.

It is best for the police departments
to be empowered with the investiga-
tive and on-the-beat responsibilities,
he said.

The Union County prosecutor’s
office, which houses 260 employees,
handles 5,000 to 7,000 cases a year,
excluding juvenile cases. It serves an
important role in plea-bargaining to
resolve cases; otherwise, the court
system would be jammed, he said.
Other cases are sent to the grand jury;
if the grand jury indicts, then they are
prosecuted in superior court in Eliza-
beth, which is part of the state court
system.

Fighting street gangs, drugs and
crime are major parts of Mr.
Romankow’s office’s activities. He
said his office prefers to attempt to
stop the distribution of drugs at the
source, what he feels is the the most
effective approach, rather than only
pursuing the “street urchins.”

Mr. Romankow said he would visit
the attorney general in Columbia in
March to enhance cooperation in
fighting the influx of drugs.

Union County is home to more
than 1,900 gang members. Roughly
1,600 live here; some are in jail, and
others have left the state.

In the fight against gangs, informa-
tion is gathered and put in a database.
He said gangs are “proud” of their
indicators –  specific colors, body
markings, scars or clothing – and

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRIME STOPPER...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow, right,
discusses how his office combats crime with publisher Horace Corbin at The
Leader/Times office last Friday. The interview can be seen on the Internet at
goleader.com/video.

SWINE FLEW...At the “Pigs Will Fly” rally in Trenton last Friday, Sen. Tom
Kean of Westfield speaks to the crowd in opposition to Governor Jon Corzine’s
controversial financial restructuring plan..
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING THE BEST FOR HIS SWEETHEART…Joel Yudkovitz from Westfield sorts through many options in making
his Valentine’s Day selection for his sweetheart at Baron’s Drug Store in Westfield on Sunday afternoon.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FENCING IN...The Westfield Board of Adjustment was strict on granting
variances Monday night, but Michael Yates was permitted to keep his non-
conforming fence built on historic property on Kimball Avenue. Neighbor
Thomas Nobile, left, speaks on Mr. Yates’ behalf.

WF-BOA Rejects Two
Fence Variance Requests
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State Police Continue Probe
Of Westfield Man’s Death

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – New Jersey State
Police are continuing to investigate
the circumstances surrounding the
death of a Westfield man who was
killed February 7 after entering a
traffic lane on foot along Route 78.
The accident occurred at 11:14 a.m.

According to information re-
leased by state police the following
day, David W. Gorczyca, 42, was
driving a 2005 Saab eastbound on
Route 78 in Lebanon Borough,
Hunterdon County, when for rea-
sons unknown he stopped his ve-
hicle on the right shoulder of the
road at Milepost 20.4.

He then exited the vehicle and en-
tered the right of three lanes of traffic,

where he was struck by an eastbound
1995 Mack dump truck operated by
Edward J. Duboyce, Jr., 37, of
Hackettstown. Mr. Gorczyca was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, state po-
lice confirmed.

A native of Elizabeth, Mr. Gorczyca
was a financial planner and the mar-
ried father of three children. He was
a graduate of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains and was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Finance from Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, February 11, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment denied two of
three fence variances sought by
homeowners during its Monday night
meeting.

Janet Smith of 202 West Dudley
Avenue was denied a reopening of
her case from May 14, 2007, because
the board deemed her application was
not significantly different from her
prior application for a variance. She
built a non-conforming fence of six
feet, two feet over the allowance for a
corner lot’s street side yard setback,
and had wanted the board to grant a
variance.

She continued to propose a six-
foot fence, though this time she pro-
posed a graduated incline from four
to six feet, due to topographical slop-
ing, thereby making the top level.

Stan Paylago of 516 Hillcrest Av-
enue was denied a variance to build
an eight-foot fence at his rear prop-
erty line, as the board saw no hard-
ship to the applicant.

This fence would replace an exist-
ing, deteriorating six-foot fence, and
the maximum height allowable for a
rear yard. Mr. Paylago said his hard-
ship was due to the situation of his
property being next to a parking a lot
and also North Avenue.

“My hardships are to minimize
garbage and debris from coming over

the fence and a safety issue of glass
coming over the fence,” he said.

The board thought an extra two
feet would not help the predicament.

The board also thought that the
widening of gaps between the fence
boards due to aging have caused some
of the debris to come through the
fence and not over the top, and that
replacing it with a conforming height
fence that had tightly-knit boards
would solve most of the applicant’s
problems.

The board did approve a standing,
non-conforming fence for property
owned by Michael and Marcie Yates
at 266 Kimball Avenue, an historic
district.

The fence was part of a renovation
completed in 2004. The design of the
fence changed from the original plans.
However, the town’s historic preser-
vation commission was charged with
approving many of the design plans
given the historical nature of the prop-
erty and neighborhood. The commis-
sion approved the fence, though it
didn’t comment on the height, only
its appearance, according to Mr. Yates.

The open-design of the fence is
styled with a repeated column ar-
rangement, where the fencing in be-
tween the piers varies in height from
four feet, six inches to four feet, 10
inches, where four feet is the maxi-
mum allowed. The posts also exceed
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Garwood Council Approves
Contracts for Athletic Field

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved two resolu-
tions on Tuesday to award profes-
sional services contracts for engi-
neering and landscape architecture
for the borough’s athletic field com-
plex project.

The council approved the contracts
for Kinsey Associates, a park and
recreation consulting company lo-
cated in Hackettstown, and The
Musial Group, an architecture firm in
Mountainside.

Under the contracts, Kinsey Asso-
ciates will receive $65,000 and the
Musial Group $62,000 for the “de-
sign and construction phase for the
development of the athletic field com-
plex project.” Both Kinsey Associ-
ates and the Musial Group were hired
by the borough in 2006.

Officials said the contracts are part
of the borough’s plan for a $2.1-
million overhaul of the athletic site
located on Myrtle Avenue. The bor-
ough plans to upgrade the current
facilities at the site, which include a
field house and Little League base-
ball field. In addition, the plans call
for a multi-purpose synthetic surface
athletic field, basketball courts and a

playground, as well as additional rec-
reation space. According to the
borough’s website, the project will be
paid for with existing money, an Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund Grant and a mu-
nicipal bond act.

Councilman Walter Tucker stated
that there was a real need for improv-
ing the recreation options available to
the residents. By outfitting the new
field with a synthetic surface, offi-
cials hope to make the field less sus-
ceptible to inclement weather.

“There’s a definite need in town for
other fields and a field that is usable at
other times,” Mr. Tucker said.

The borough has been examining
plans for upgrading its recreation fa-
cilities since 2000. Kinsey Associ-
ates previously prepared plans for
renovating the borough’s Little
League field in 1995.

The council also adopted three other
ordinances that evening, voting unani-
mously on an ordinance to fix sala-
ries and wages for the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works, an ordi-
nance authorizing an agreement with
the Township of Cranford to share
code enforcement duties and an ordi-
nance approving a revised rate sched-
ule for industrial waste removal.

WF BOE Submits $82.6-Million
Budget to County Superintendent

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Board
of Education’s proposed and tenta-
tive, general fund budget for 2008-
2009 is $82,554,576, as presented by
Superintendent Margaret Dolan and
Business Administrator Robert
Berman during the board’s final bud-
get meeting before its deadline of this
Friday to submit paperwork to the
Union County superintendent of
schools, a state official.

Last year’s budget was $82.7 mil-
lion of which $71.1 million was raised

through local property taxes. The
grand total budget, when debt service
and special education is calculated, is
$87.4 million.

“This is not the published budget,”
board vice president Julia Walker said.

Board member Anne Riegel told
The Westfield Leader, “This is not
what we’ll ask the public to vote on.”

The board will continue to rework
the budget over the next few weeks,
even while it’s in state hands.

The BOE is also seeking adjust-
ments from the state. They include:
$466,448 for costs of opening a new

school; $488,200 in pension costs;
and $973,889 in non-recurring rev-
enue.

Ms. Dolan said the national aver-
age of state aid is 44 percent, where
Westfield only received 6 percent, or
$99,000 on its $78 million 2007-2008
budget.

She said this is just one of the three
challenges that the board of educa-
tion is facing this year. The state has
also obligated the BOE to pay to-
wards pension costs and it decreased
the reserve balance to a maximum of
2 percent of the total budget.

State pension costs for 2008-2009
total $828,200, a difference of
$488,200, from last year, the superin-
tendent said.

“This is what hits us quite a bit,”
said Ms. Dolan.

The school system’s reserves for
2008-2009 total $1,101,490, a little
over half of last year’s reserve. The
reserve is similar to a savings ac-
count.

“We had to pay out to tax relief [last
year]. Now we don’t have it to use
against taxes this year,” said Ms.
Riegel.

She said three years ago reserves
could not exceed 6 percent, than last
year it was 3 percent, and this year it
is down to 2 percent.

“It creates a challenge,” said Ms.
Dolan.

The board has made efforts to con-
trol costs over last year, she said.
Energy costs are flat; it limited the
increase of health insurance by chang-
ing carriers; last week it settled con-
tract negotiations with the Westfield
Education Association (WEA), agree-
ing to an increase below county and
state averages; school and depart-
ment budgets were kept level or be-
low; and there was no change in staff-
ing from last year.

“Even with all of those cost con-
tainments, it’s been a tough year for
our budget,” Superintendent Dolan
said.

Board officials said about 70 per-
cent of the budget is from salaries.

An advertised budget is expected
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

O’Malley Resigns at Mountainside;
Takes Aberdeen School Supt. Job

Richard O’Malley

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —
The Chief Administrator of
Mountainside Board of
Education, Richard
O’Malley, announced his
resignation at Tuesday
night’s BOE meeting.

Mr. O’Malley will leave
the district in June to take a
position as the superinten-
dent of schools for the
Matawan-Aberdeen Board
of Education. He will begin serving
the Matawan-Aberdeen district this
Tuesday on a part-time basis through
May.

According to an Asbury Park Press
article on Tuesday, Mr. O’Malley will
be paid $750 per month through May
when he will be released from his

Mountainside contract, which runs
through the year 2012. His yearly

salary as Matawan-Aber-
deen superintendent is
$173,000.

Mr. O’Malley was hired
at $130,000 per year as
Mountainside CSA in
March 2005. He replaced
Gerard Schaller, who re-
signed.

Matawan-Aberdeen is a
kindergarten to grade 12 re-
gional district, with a high

school, middle school, four elemen-

tary schools and a pre-school.
“I am going to miss him a lot. He

did a lot for this school district,” Scot
Worswick, BOE member, told The
Westfield Leader.

Board member Raymond Haggar
added that, “I think he has done a
great service to the district and I un-
derstand his reason for leaving us.”

The Asbury Park Press reported
that the Matawan-Aberdeen board
voted 6-3 Monday night to hire Mr.
O’Malley. Three board members
voted against the appointment, ob-


