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County Residents ‘Have the Honor’
2 ‘Ordinary Guys’ Remain Poised to Fill the Void Left by ‘The Sopranos’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – Despite being
relative neophytes in the film industry,
Linden residents Jerry Bishop and
Bruno Martino believe in their movie
and are ready to take it to the next
level.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Times on his 47th birthday,
Mr. Bishop said The Nature of Honor
would draw from the men’s shared life
experiences and 30-year friendship.

Not bashful about the project’s po-
tential, the bald and bespectacled Mr.
Bishop estimated that the movie “will
fill the huge void left when ‘The So-
pranos’ ended.”

The feature film’s script, which has
circulated to some in the industry, has

left other producers and actors
“floored,” according to Mr. Martino.

“They’re calling us,” he emphasized.
While neither man shed much light

on plot details, Mr. Bishop kidded that
it wouldn’t exactly be romantic-com-
edy material.

Mr. Martino envisioned the film to
be “an amalgamation of ‘Sopranos,’
‘The Wire,’ Scarface and Serpico

(American crime film of the 1970s).”
“It’s an amalgamation with its own

twist,” he added. “It could involve
some pretty big people, and there’s
talk of a series.”

While “The Sopranos” focused
mostly on those of Italian descent,
Honor will “comprise a wider (spec-
trum) of ethnic groups and focus on a
bigger picture,” Mr. Bishop noted. “It
will speak of interactions, accomplish-
ments and failures.”

Mr. Martino, who concocted the
movie’s concept, said there would be
different factions, including Russian,
Irish, Spanish and African-American.

“It all intertwines and comes down
to honor,” he said.

In terms of the movie reaching the
finish line, “it comes down to financ-
ing,” Mr. Bishop said.

The two hope to start filming within

a year-and-a-half. Right now, the duo
is attempting to increase financing,
scout locations, add to the cast and
finish rewrites.

Mr. Bishop acknowledged, “We
have to get investors on board.”

He knows that there are no guaran-
tees, but because of the “can’t-miss”
script and buzz generated thus far, he
remained certain that “investors will
find ways to my door.”

While there will be scenes shot
across the five boroughs, the film-
makers want to stress the surrounding
area and the Garden State “as much as
we can.”

Preliminary filming has taken place
at “common areas” in Linden, such as
the downtown, airport, playgrounds
and cemetery.

In addition, the group has shot some
“rough cuts” at three Rahway eateries
– Luciano’s Italian Restaurant, 1579
Main Street; Flynn’s Irish Pub and
Steak House, 1482 Main Street; and
Cubanu, 1467 Main Street.

Mr. Bishop, in his capacity as vice
president of the Linden Cultural Com-
mittee, said he works to “bring festi-
vals, quality events and entertainment
to the residents and guests” of Linden,
“while exposing people to our mer-
chants.”

When asked if a town like Westfield
or Scotch Plains could factor into the
movie, Mr. Bishop said, “We haven’t
discounted Ferraro’s…We haven’t dis-
counted anything…Westfield could

certainly fit in for scenes.” He will
scout Westfield within the next 60
days.

Before tackling a feature film, Mr.
Bishop got his start – working both
behind and in front of the camera – at
Linden’s local cable-access channel,
TV-36.

“Since its (TV-36’s) inception, I was
the guy. I was writing scripts, turning
cameras on myself. I got my first taste
for interviewing…then it took on a life
of its own.”

Mr. Martino approached him, and,
bada bing, Mr. Bishop jumped on
board. Now, Mr. Bishop will not only
direct Honor, but he will star in the
film as “Jerry Biz.”

“I wouldn’t be doing it without
Bruno,” he added.

Fifty-fifty partners, the two split the
writing and acting duties down the

middle. While the project is a collabo-
rative effort, there are areas where
each man uses his talents and savvy to
bring something extra to the project.

Mr. Bishop uses his political and
business expertise to scout locations
and bring them on board, while also
cutting some of the obligatory red tape
that would otherwise arise during film-
ing in Linden. Mr. Martino, who de-
veloped the concept of The Nature of
Honor, has worked with some “heavy
hitters” in the industry and will seek to
bring them on board for the movie.

The broad-shouldered, powerfully
built Mr. Martino, who worked with
Vincent Pastore (“The Sopranos, “The
Apprentice”), J.D. Williams (“The
Wire,” “Oz”) and Sal Rendino (“E.R.,”
“Frasier,”) on Code Blue, a movie cur-
rently in post-production, confirmed
that Rendino would be a part of Honor.

Both partners did not want to com-
mit any further on potential personali-
ties.

Mr. Martino said Honor would be
comprised of “85 percent reporting
and 15 percent drama.”

“It’s the regurgitation of real events,”
in addition to stories that
“supposedly…allegedly happened.”

Of course, “names and locations
have been changed to protect the inno-
cent,” he joked, “but it will show the
reality we experienced.”

“Some people are still living, and

we have storylines to last a lifetime.”
Speaking about the organic nature

of the project, he said, “Nobody writes
a better script than God.”

While he said there would be “co-
medic overtones,” he estimated that
75 percent of the piece would be seri-
ous. No matter what, he expects it to be
entertaining.

“I’m putting all the marbles on it,
and I back it 300 percent,” Mr. Martino
said.

In addition to producing, writing
and starring in the movie, Mr. Martino
will contribute to the soundtrack, han-
dling most of the scoring himself. He
works constantly to find the right mix-
ture of guitars, keys and basses to
provide the necessary accent for each
particular scene.

He also indicated that the soundtrack
would provide a venue for upcoming
artists to show off their talents.

Leader/Times freelance photogra-
pher David Samsky, who impressed
the duo with his “unique photographic
perspective,” has volunteered himself
and already appeared on location to
shoot.

Watching Mr. Samsky go to such
lengths as lying on the ground or as-
cending structures to get a desired
shot, Mr. Martino said, “That’s the
type of guy we want. He’s willing to
get dirty…I saw the pictures and
thought, ‘God’s putting him in front of
us.’”

After revealing that Mr. Samsky, a
fellow Linden native, will serve as the
director of photography, Mr. Bishop
stressed that in addition to offering
exposure to area businesses, he wanted
to “help as many local entities and
people that we can.”

For Mr. Martino, who is also writ-

ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE…Last month, on two occasions, students, faculty,
ensembles and soloists performed in the Calderone School of Music’s annual
Winter Concerts in the Charles Librizzi Recital Hall in East Hanover. Above are
Calderone School of Music’s intermediate guitar and bass ensemble. Pictured,
from left to right, are Conductor Cheryl Cronk, Luke Rinaldi, Vidisha Naini,
Cory Ng and Casey Jane Hasenbein.

Symposium to Show Best
From Sundance, Cannes

MOUNTAINSIDE – Starting Feb-
ruary 25, the Filmmakers Sympo-
sium Spring 2008 Series will run for
12 weeks at two New Jersey theatres
– AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall – show-
casing a host of movies, including the
best of Sundance and Cannes.

This series has hosted 1,230 movie
premieres, with 809 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 17 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” Sympo-
sium Director Chuck Rose said.

“Last fall, well in advance of pub-
lic release, we previewed Academy
Award nominees Juno, The Diving
Bell and the Butterfly and Elizabeth:
the Golden Age and many indepen-
dent hits, highlighted by fascinating
discussions with Mary Stuart
Masterson and Joe Pantoliano.”

“We also work to ferret out poten-
tial hits in the development and pro-
duction stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first,” Mr.
Rose added.

 Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming ses-
sion include: Alexandra, with Galina
Vishnevskaya, directed by Aleksandr
Sokurov; Burn After Reading, with
Frances McDormand and Brad Pitt,
directed by the Coen Brothers; Elegy,
with Penelope Cruz and Ben Kingsley,
directed by Isobel Coixet; The Flight
of the Red Balloon, with Juliet
Binoche and Simon Iteanu, directed
by Hsiao-Hsien Hou; Flawless, with
Michael Caine and Demi Moore, di-
rected by Michael Radford; Jellyfish,
with Sarah Adler, directed by Etgar
Kerret and Shira Geffen; Last Chance
Harvey, with Dustin Hoffman and
Emma Thompson, directed by Joel
Hopkins; LBS, with Carmine
Famiglietti and Michael Aronov, di-
rected by Matthew Bonifacio;
Leatherheads, with George Clooney
and Renee Zellweger, directed by
Clooney; The Life Before Her Eyes,
with Uma Thurman and Evan Rachel
Wood, directed by Vadim Perelman;
and Then She Found Me, with Helen
Hunt and Colin Firth, directed by
Hunt.

For information or to register, call
(800)-531-9416 or visit
PrivateScreenings.org.

The series is open to anyone, but
seating is limited.

Subscriptions cost $166 for six
weeks or $299 for 12 weeks. Dis-
counts are available for registrations
made by February 11.

HUNT AND PECK…Then She Found Me, starring Helen Hunt and Colin Firth,
pictured above, and 20 more not-yet-released movies will premiere at the Film-
makers Symposium Spring 2008 Series beginning in February at AMC Loews
Mountainside and AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. For more information, call
(800)-531-9416 or visit PrivateScreenings.org.

SPFHS Theatre: Performing
Urinetown a ‘Privilege’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Repertory Theatre Winner
has chosen Urinetown, The Musical!,
a satirical comedy and parody of
Broadway musicals, for its annual
spring production.

Urinetown, winner of three 2002
Tony Awards, depicts a world where
water depletion has made the privi-
lege to urinate an expensive proposi-
tion, one controlled by the same cor-
porate moguls who also run the gov-
ernment.

Urinetown pokes fun at local gov-
ernment, bureaucracy, corporate mis-
management and has been called “a
musical for our times” by The Chi-
cago Tribune.

Set in a town plagued by a 20-year
drought, water has become so scarce
that private toilets are unthinkable. At
the mercy of a single, dominating
corporation who maintains a mo-
nopoly on the town’s public “ameni-
ties,” the destitute citizens must pay
towering taxes and fines to carry out
their most private and basic of needs.

Drawing from West Side Story, Chi-
cago, and Les Misérables, among oth-
ers, the show irreverently pays witty
homage to the great American musical
theatre tradition. Funny and honest,
Urinetown provides a fresh perspective
of one of America’s greatest art forms.

“I’m excited about this incredibly
talented group of kids taking on an
edgy, sometimes misunderstood,
show,” John Brzozowski, musical di-
rector said.

“Don’t let the title throw you, this
is a family-friendly production that’s
relevant, fun and energetic.”

SPFHS has a long history of great
performances. Last year, SPFHS Rep-
ertory Theatre was honored with 14
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
nominations and came home with
two awards.

This year Ed Guinan will serve as
director. Mr. Guinan is the recipient
of the 2006 Governors Award as the
Outstanding N.J. Teacher of Speech
and Theatre.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 7, Saturday, March 8,
Thursday, March 13, Friday, March
14, and Saturday, March 15, all at 8
p.m. There will also be a matinee
performance on Sunday, March 9 at 3
p.m.

Tickets can be purchased by phone
at (908) 322-6533 or by e-mailing
reptix@comcast.net.

Ticket pickup and sales will be
conducted in the lobby of SPFHS on
Monday and Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8 p.m.

There will be no pickup on Mon-
day, February 18 (school closed).

Sit down at Luciano’s in the Tuscan dining room
Jerry Bishop (left) and Bruno Martino.
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